
Accompanying the petition of Arthur Lyman relative to protecting
candidates for public office from the effects of irregularities and fraudu-
lent practices in elections. Election Laws. January 19.

AN ACT
To protect Candidates for Public Office from the Effects of

Irregularities and Fraudulent Practices in Elections.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section one hundred and thirty-one of chapter fifty-
-2 four of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
3 at the end thereof the following words: unless the
4 violation of the law is so general that a different result
5 might have obtained or the irregularities are of such a
(i nature and character that sufficient fraud and wrong-
-7 doing could have been perpetrated as to make it appear
8 that the person rightfully
9 the electorate, so that

10 read as follows: Section
11 officer or election officer
12 ballot boxes, blank forms

elected was not the choice of
said section as amended shall
131. A violation by a public
of laws relative to providing
and other apparatus or to the
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13 Care and preservation thereof, or to the manner of can-

14 vassing and counting votes, shall not invalidate any

15 record or copy of a record or certificate made by a city,

16 precinct or town clerk, or affect the title of a person de-

-17 dared to be elected to office. Unless the violation of the

18 law is so general that a different result might have ob-

-19 tained or the irregularities are of such a nature and char-
-20 acter that sufficient fraud and wrong-doing could haie

21 been perpetrated as to make it appear that the person

22 rightfully elected was not the choice of the electorate.


