
REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION DIRECTED
TO SELECT A ROUTE FOR A PARKWAY AND
TRAFFIC ROAD FROM BOSTON TO THE MID-
DLESEX FELLS PARKWAY BY WAY OF WEL-
LINGTON BRIDGE.

Boston, Jan. 12, 1923.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

Chapter 51 of the Resolves of 1922 provides as follows:

Resolved, That a special commission, to consist of the commissioner of
public works and the commissioner of the metropolitan district commis-
sion, is hereby directed to select a route for a parkway and traffic road
from Boston to the Middlesex Fells Parkway via Wellington Bridge and
prepare plans for, and determine the method of financing the construction
of the same, and to report to the General Court, with recommendations,
not later than the second Saturday in January, nineteen hundred and
twenty-three. [Approved June 12, 1922.

The special commission, as provided by the above resolve,
begs leave to report as follows:

Probably no public improvement in the entire metropolitan
district is more needed than a traffic route as outlined in this
resolve. There is, and has been for many years, great public
inconvenience on account of the unsuitableness of the existing
highways between the cities and towns to the north and the
city of Boston.
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Under the provisions of chapter 108 of the Resolves of 1907 a
commission was appointed in that year, which commission
has been generally described as the “Metropolitan Improve-
ments Commission,” to investigate the subject of public im-
provements for the metropolitan district, and in the report
which it submitted to the Governor and the mayor of Boston
in 1909 particular stress was laid on the necessity for such
a route. Again the Legislature, by chapter 113 of the Resolves
of 1909, provided for the appointment of a joint board, con-
sisting of the Board of Railroad Commissioners, the Board of
Harbor and Land Commissioners, the Boston Transit Commis-
sion and the Metropolitan Park Commission, to make a
study for various improvements in Boston and vicinity, and
this Board strongly recommended a route to the north of
Boston. Again, in 1915, the Legislature directed that the
Massachusetts Highway Commission and the Metropolitan
Park Commission, acting jointly, should investigate the matter
of constructing a portion of such a route.

All of these boards strongly urged the necessity for such a
route, and these facts are given to show that there has existed
for some time a decided wish and demand for better accommo-
dations for travel to the north, and that the necessity has in-
creased and will continue to increase until an adequate high-
way is built. While no two of the commissions previously
mentioned have recommended the same identical route, this is
accounted for by the fact that construction conditions have
changed each year within the territory through which a route
might be laid out, and the longer the construction of such
route is postponed the greater will be the increase in number
of expensive buildings which would have to be demolished;
therefore the greater would be the cost of constructing such
route.

The commissioners have given careful thought and study to
various routes, and have come to the conclusion that the most
feasible route to construct at the present time is one which
would utilize Massachusetts Avenue as at present existing
from the Harvard bridge in Boston and Cambridge to Windsor
Street in Cambridge; thence following Windsor Street to a
point near Cambridge Street; thence turning slightly to the
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north, passing by viaduct and bridge over the northerly end
of the Boston & Maine Railroad yards and across the Fitch-
burg Division of said railroad; thence passing across Somer-
ville Avenue, Washington Street and Boston Street in Somer-
ville and over intervening private land to Cross Street; thence
following Cross Street to Broadway and New Cross Street, and
an extension thereof, to Middlesex Avenue, a State highway
in Somerville; thence following Middlesex Avenue and over
Wellington bridge to the Middlesex Fells.

The route as described not only provides for traffic from
Harvard bridge toward Wellington bridge, but also furnishes
excellent connection for any improvement that might be made
of Cambridge Street in the city of Boston, the widening of
which has been proposed by the mayor of Boston. Such con-
nection from Cambridge Street would be from said street
across the so-called Cambridge bridge to Main Street in Cam-
bridge; thence via Main Street, Broadway, Hampshire and
Webster streets, connecting with the herein described traffic
route at the junction of Webster and Windsor streets.

It is believed that the layr out of this route from Massachu-
setts Avenue to Middlesex Avenue should be 100 feet in width,
and particularly is this width necessary over such portions as
have street car tracks.

Assuming that Massachusetts Avenue as it now exists may
be considered as temporarily of suitable width, the new con-
struction and widening should begin at its junction with
Windsor Street and end at the easterly end of Middlesex
Avenue, near Wellington bridge.

Middlesex Avenue is now a State highway, built with a
hard surface 24 feet wide. This surface should be widened to
at least 40 feet at this time, and the rest of the route described
should be constructed and paved the entire proposed width
between curbs, and suitable walks should also be constructed.

The length of new and widened old location involved in the
project from Massachusetts Avenue to Middlesex Avenue is
11,800 feet, of which 4,800 feet is in Cambridge and 7,000 feet
is in Somerville. The length of the project on Middlesex
Avenue (in Somerville) is 2,000 feet, making the total length
of improvement 13,800 feet, or about 2.6 miles.
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1 he total cost for construction on this route is estimated at
$900,000, and the net assessed value for land damaged is esti-
mated at $1,250,000, thus making the total estimated cost of
the project $2,150,000, as based upon assessed land values.

The special commission is of the opinion that the expense
involved in this project is warranted, and that immediate
legislation providing for the project will permit construction at
less expense now than later, when more expensive buildings
might have to be removed. It is also of the opinion that such
legislation should provide for the taking of entire parcels of
land involved and the selling of portions not used for the high-
way, thereby reducing the cost for land takings.

While the construction of the proposed highway of this
width will be helpful in solving a part of the traffic problem of
Boston and its vicinity by providing a route that will to a
large extent fulfill the traffic needs to the north, the commis-
sion has considered future growth and needs. With the steadily
increasing use of motor vehicles over this route, the consequent
added danger to pedestrians and vehicles, and with the desire
on the part of the riding public to avoid the delays necessitated
at the many intersections on the route, it is perfectly feasible
to construct later an elevated structure along this route and an
extension thereof into Boston, with suitable connections to the
surface level at proper intervals or intersections, thus furnish-
ing means for more rapid and safe transit for passenger vehicles.

Consideration has been given to the method of financing
this highway. As it would have to carry all kinds of traffic,
and would pass through a thickly settled district with many
intersecting streets, it would have all the appearances and
purposes of a city street, involved with problems of public
service underground and overhead structures. Yet the high-
way, when built, would be for universal rather than local
traffic; hence the expense of construction and maintenance
should be borne largely by others than the cities in which it
will be located.

The special commission is of the opinion that the Boston
Elevated Street Railway should bear all the expense of recon-
structing tracks and overhead structures belonging to said
railway on this route, except such excavation and grading as
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may be necessary for the tracks in their new location, and
except the construction of such pavement and foundations
therefor as may be necessary within the locations to be
occupied.

The special commission, after due consideration, believes
that the cost of constructing the highway should be divided on
such basis that the State, as a whole, should bear 50 per cent
of the expense of construction, the Metropolitan Parks Dis-
trict 25 per cent of the expense, and Middlesex County 25 per
cent of the expense.

This report may be summarized with the following recom-
mendations by the special commission: —•

1. That land be acquired and a highway constructed for a
width of 100 feet from Massachusetts Avenue in Cambridge,
at or near the intersection of Windsor Street, to Middlesex
Avenue in Somerville, substantially following the route out-
lined in this report, and that the existing pavement on Middle-
sex Avenue be widened to 40 feet.

2. That the expense be borne in the ratio of 50 per cent by
the State, 25 per cent by the Metropolitan Parks District, and
25 per cent by Middlesex County.

3. That an act authorizing the work be passed at this time
in order that the increasing land damage costs may not in-
crease the cost of the project.

WILLIAM F. WILLIAMS,
Commissioner of Public Works

JAMES A. BALLET
Commissioner of the Metropolitan District Commission




