
SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS AND THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CERTAIN BOULE-
VARDS AND HIGHWAYS.

Boston, Mass., Jan. 10, 192:

To the Honorable th nd House of Representatives of the Cc
alth of Massachusetts

The Department of Public Works and the Metropolitan
District Commission, acting jointly, required by chapter .35 of
the Resolves of the year 1922 to investigate and report on the
matter set out in said resolve, beg leave to report as follows:

The resolve, chapter 35 of 1922, under which the report is
made, is as follows:

PiESi tion op the Expediency and

Cost of completing the Old Colony Boulevard, so-called,
in the City of Boston, and the Construction and Maintenance
of Certain Highways or Parkways in the City of Quincy.

Ri That the department of
nission, acting jointly, a

ablic works and metropolitan
district
the exr

hereby directed to investigate
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Clje Commontoealtf) of SgassacJnisetts.

nd cost of completing land takings for and constructing
the parkway or boulevard, sometimes called the Old Colony boulevard,

uthorized by chapter six hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of nine
teen hundred and twelve, as amended by chapter two hundred and
twenty-eight of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen, includ-
ing all bridges, culverts, filling, sea walls and other works or structures
which may be required; the expediency and cost of constructing and main-
taining for highway and parkway traffic that part of Hancock street inthe city of Quincy between the Neponset bridge and the Quincy shore
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reservation drive; the expediency and cost of constructing and main-
taining an extension of Furnace brook parkway in the city of Quincy
from Blacks creek, so-called, southerly to a junction with Washington
street in said city, and of either a highway or parkway connection from
said junction to Quincy avenue in said city; and the cost of all interven-
ing takings and construction, except the Neponset bridge, necessary to
form a continuous highway between said points. Said department and
commission shall include in said investigation any changes in route or
alternative or additional routes to facilitate public travel from Boston
and Quincy to points on the south shore and the cape, together with
estimates of the cost thereof. They shall report their findings and recom-
mendations, together with drafts of bills embodying the same, to the
general court not later than the second Wednesday in January, nineteen
hundred and twenty-three

The commissioner and associate commissioners of the Depart-
ment of Public Works and the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion have investigated carefully and considered fully the prob-
lems presented to them by said resolve, and regret that they
are unable to agree on a form of report to be signed by all.
They therefore report jointly two reports, as follows.



1923.] HOUSE — No. 1131. 3

The Department of Public Works has attended all the meet-
ings of the Joint Board, has made as extensive an examination
of the ground as possible considering that no appropriation was
made under this resolve, and has given careful consideration to
the subject.

The Department, in view of the large expenditure of funds
needed, believes that a route should be selected which com-
bines the parkway element with through traffic demands, so
that a single route can be obtained that will meet all require-
ments well into the future.

It is one of the functions of the Department of Public Works
to study the highway systems of the Commonwealth from a
traffic point of view, to determine the necessity and desirability
of through highways, and to construct them as funds are pro-
vided. It has never been its function to make a study of park
systems as such, nor to lay out roads to connect one recrea-
tion center with another primarily for pleasure purposes.

The Department believes, therefore, that it was made a
member of this Joint Board in order to broaden the point of
view toward this problem by giving consideration to traffic
conditions in order that a route might be provided that would
meet the requirements of through traffic to the best advantage
as a connecting link in the highway system of the Common-
wealth. This belief is well supported by that part of the re-
solve which provide

Said department and commissic
any changes in route or alternative
lie travel from Boston and Quincy
cape, together with estimates of the

m shall include in said investigation
or additional routes to facilitate pub-
to points on the south shore and the
cost thereof.

The Department interpret the resolve as meaning that the
Legislature desires a report as to the expediency and cost of

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
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constructing a highway to facilitate public travel from Boston
and Quincy to points on the South Shore and the Cape, rather
than a definite report on any particular route or boulevard.

It became clear, however, that the Joint Board was not
unanimous on this viewpoint and that it would be necessary
to submit two reports.

The Department believes that a through route from Boston
to the South Shore is desirable, and that such a route should
be laid out as soon as practicable.

The first route considered is that commonly referred to as the
Old Colony Boulevard. It starts from Columbia Road where
it crosses the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad
tracks, crosses the Calf Pasture, passes around Savin Hill,
crosses Dorchester Bay and connects with the Neponset bridge,
which is now under construction.

The description and history of this boulevard and the esti-
mated cost of constructing it are well covered in the report of
the Metropolitan District Commission.

It is respectfully called to your attention that the lay-out
of a boulevard connecting Columbia Road and the Neponset
bridge was considered in 1907, and various locations for it were
discussed at that time and later by several commissions in their
consideration of metropolitan improvements in connection with
a new Neponset bridge. The Olmsted Brothers, in their report

Metropolitan Park Commission,
with reference to the purpose of

dated Nov. 10, 1908, to the
made the following statement
this boulevard:

of the proposed route will be as the
and other through road traffic from
actically the whole of Plymouth and
Cambridge, to all northern suburbs

It is apparent that the chief usi
main thoroughfare for automobilei
points on the South Shore, from p
Barnstable counties, to Boston, t(

lying east of the Middlesex Fells t nd to the whole of the North Shore.
It connects by the Columbia Road bridge across the Plymouth Division
tracks with Massachusetts Avenue, which leads directly into the Back
Bay district and to Cambridge and Somerville, and so to Fellsway and the
Revere Beach Parkway; and it connects through Old Colony Avenue
directly with the heart of the city, and by way of Atlantic Avenue and
the ferries reaches the shortest route to Revere Beach, the Lynn Shore
and the automobile route of the North Shore.
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In none of these early reports was there any consideration
given to the construction of a bridge across Dorchester Bay;
but in 1912 the Metropolitan Park Commission considered a
new lay-out including such a bridge and adopted substantially
the so-called Old Colony Boulevard as described in the present
report of the Metropolitan District Commission. This route
leads through the rapidly growing Dorchester section, over the
new Neponset bridge, and directly into Quincy.

While the importance of a through route was foreseen by the
Olmsted Brothers in their report above quoted, traffic condi-
tions have changed enormously since that time.

The number of motor vehicles registered in Massachusetts
has increased from 18,000 in 1907 to 450,000 in 1922, and it is
believed that the number will continue to increase.

In 1907 there were about 160 miles of State highway in the
territory to the south of Boston that might be considered as
tributary to the routes under consideration, but now there are
about 290 miles of State highway that would be directly served
by these routes, and some of them bear extremely heavy traffic.

In 1907 the automobile was used almost entirely for pleasure,
and the parkways of the Metropolitan District, with a few
principal roads outside of Boston, were the only good roads
that were available for the pleasure rider. It is quite obvious,
therefore, that under such conditions the commission, in 1907,
should recommend a new radial thoroughfare that would follow
in general the most direct route to Quincy Center.

Under modern traffic conditions, however, it is becoming
evident that these main arteries should be located, when possi-
ble, so as to avoid these centers of congestion and yet be near
enough to them to feed traffic in or take it away as easily as
possible. The endeavor should be to so locate these main
thoroughfares that they offer the best possible route for the
diversion of through traffic before it can reach these centers,
rather than to lead traffic directly to them and then provide
a by-pass around.

Formerly all of the large communities have been intensively
occupied in various methods of centralization, but at the present
time the necessities of decentralization are beginning to be
appreciated.
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It is evident that this attitude of centralization toward this
problem continued until the resolve of 1922, when for the first
time the necessity of considering the requirements of traffic
beyond Quincy was recognized by broadening the scope ,of the
investigation to include other routes which would avoid con-
gested areas and offer new outlets so that traffic could leave
the congested area of Boston for the south as expeditiously as
possible, and avoid all other congested areas.

The second, or Squantum, route appears to offer a solution
of the problem by avoiding the congested centralized areas.
It starts from the first described route at Savin Hill, crosses
Dorchester Bay to Squantum, follows the line of Victory Road
and across the flats to the Quincy Shore Drive, from which
point the remainder of the route is the same as for the first
route.

The Squantum route is over a mile shorter than the other,
or Old Colony Boulevard route. It avoids the congested area
in Dorchester and at the Neponset bridge, and directs traffic
away from Hancock Street, which leads directly into Quincy
Square, and which is the short, straight route for all vehicles
crossing the Neponset bridge.

The cost of the second, or Squantum, route is estimatedto
be as follows:

Columbia Road to Savin Hill shore 8390.000
1.800.000

250.000
270.000

Savin Hill to Quincy Shore Drive, including bridge
Widening Quincy Shore Drive ....

Shore Drive to Washington Street

82,710,000

It should be noted that this cost is $490,000 greater than the
cost of the Old Colony Boulevard as estimated by the Metro-
politan District Commission in their report under chapter 35
of the Resolves, but this Department believes that this in-
creased expense is entirely warranted by the advantages of this
shorter route.

This estimate provides for a 70-foot graded location and a
54-foot roadway from Columbia Road to the Quincy Shore
Drive, a 40-foot roadway from Quincy Shore Drive to Wash-
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ington Street, and a 20-foot roadway from Washington Street
to Quincy Avenue.

It should be noted that this route leads directly into the
Quincy Shore Drive, which is purely a pleasure drive. Either
plan provides that this drive should be widened to care for the
additional traffic, and the estimated cost of $250,000 is included
in the estimate.

It is undoubtedly true that the Squantum route would direct
a larger number of vehicles over this shore drive than would
the Old Colony Boulevard crossing over the Neponset bridge,
and the objection may be raised that this greater volume of
traffic would seriously interfere with the use of this shore drive
by pleasure seekers.

The Department believes that the traffic directed to it by
either route would be sufficiently great to necessitate the widen-
ing of this drive, and questions the advisability of expending
the considerable sum necessary to widen it unless this road can
properly be classed as a through route.

The Department does not propose to open this entire route
to through truck traffic, but the part of the route from Savin
Hill to Squantum Street should be open to commercial vehicles,
as in no other way could the large area of vacant land in
Squantum be properly developed. It is already planned to
provide for such vehicles on the boulevard from Columbia Road
through the Calf Pasture, and such provision should be con-
tinued to Squantum Street. Through commercial traffic should
be diverted at that point and directed down Squantum Street
into Hancock Street towards Quincy, and should not be per-
mitted to pass over the Quincy Shore Drive.

The point of view of the automobile owner as to costs of
operating is also interesting in connection with the considera-
tion of these two routes. It has been noted that the Squantum
route is a little over a mile shorter than the other route and
the estimated cost is $490,000 greater. This difference in
length is of prime importance.

From road traffic investigations, it is believed that if com-
pleted promptly this road would carry a million vehicles per year.
This estimate is conservative and will undoubtedly be largely
exceeded after a few years, possibly doubling within ten years.
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Figured on a basis of 10 cents a mile of operating costs, the
reduction in distance by the Squantum route would produce a
saving of $lOO,OOO per year on a traffic of one million vehicles.
If, however, we assume a speed of 20 miles per hour, taking into
account the delay caused by congestion of traffic at the Nepon-
set bridge, it is probable that at least ten minutes would be
gained by following the more direct route, which at a cost of
$2.50 per hour would effect a saving in round numbers of
$375,000 per year. Of course it is difficult to come to a con-
clusion from comparisons of this nature, but it is safe to assume
that those using the road would hardly consider the additional
first cost of the shorter route when they could save ten minutes
in time going to business in the morning or returning home at
night.

The Squantum route is clearly a modern traffic route in con-
trast with the Old Colony Boulevard as a parkway, and yet it
offers a shore drive finer in its possibilities than any other high-
way in the Commonwealth.

The Department has carefully considered the question as to
the interference with navigation caused by either of the routes
described and believes that there will be no undue interference.

The culverts across Patten’s Cove will cause some interfer-
ence with business established at that point, but it is not im-
portant enough to warrant a change in route.

The bridge across Dorchester Bay on the Old Colony Boule-
vard location is so located that a drawbridge is necessary, but
such a bridge cannot be considered a serious interference.

The bridge from Savin Hill to Squantum would have to be
provided with a draw, which will doubtless delay a considerable
volume of shipping in the future as the Neponset River is
developed for commercial purposes. The development of
Squantum will doubtless require a bridge across the Neponset
in place of the present temporary structure, and the proposed
location will meet all requirements so far as can be foreseen at
the present time.
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Other Routes.
The extension of Furnace Brook Parkway under the railroad

tracks from Hancock Street to Newport Avenue is about 500
feet long. It forms a valuable connection of two park systems
at an estimated cost of $lOO,OOO. Although it forms no part
of a through traffic route, it is a desirable improvement.

While either of the previously described routes will accommo-
date a large volume of traffic originating in and north of Boston,
it is doubtful if the traffic from points situated northwest and
west of the city will use it to any considerable extent. This
traffic now converges through the Fenway via Blue Hill
Avenue and Morton Street, and from points in Norfolk County
and beyond to East Milton, where it is obliged to use Adams
Street, which has a traveled way of only 24 feet for a distance
of about 2 miles. There are few points, if any, in the whole
State where there is greater congestion than along this street.

The situation is further complicated by’a grade crossing at
East Milton, which, if possible, should be abolished. The
lowering of the gates at this point frequently checks the line
of traffic as far as Quincy Square, 2 miles distant.

A new road somewhat paralleling Adams Street is needed to
divide this traffic. Such a route could pass north of the village
at East Milton and connect with the present Wollaston Beach
Drive; but in doing this it would be necessary to cross Hancock
Street, with the result, as with the proposed Neponset bridge
route of the Old Colony Boulevard, that the traffic would
probably take the shorter route directly into Quincy Square,
instead of passing around it by way of the Wollaston Drive and
the proposed street from Black’s Creek to Washington Street.

A route to the south 'from East Milton does not have this
objection and would permit traffic to reach points on the Cape
without passing through Quincy Square and without adding
any appreciable distance over that now traversed via Quincy
Square. Until an abolition of the grade crossing at East
Milton is studied and perfected, this route to the south would
leave Adams Street at East Milton station, passing down
Willard, Copeland and Water streets to Quincy Avenue, thus
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accommodating all traffic to Weymouth and the Cape, and con-
tinuing from Quincy Avenue over Scammell Street and Summer
Street to \\ ashington Street, thus providing a way for traffic
to Nantasket and other points on the South Shore.

A study of this route south of East Milton shows practically
a level grade. The streets over which it would pass are at
present of varying width, the minimum width being 33 feet and
the maximum width 50 feet. This route, if followed on the
basis of a 50-foot width, would involve approximately the ex-
penditure of $410,000. On the basis of a 70-foot width, the
cost would be approximately $870,000. The total length of such
way would be about 3f miles.

Plans have been made for the abolition of the railroad cross-
ings on the railroad line passing through Quincy Center, and
the crossing on this route is included in the plans for abolition.
Should the crossing at East Milton be abolished as a grade
crossing, the additional expense on account of subsequent re-
construction of the highway, when such abolition might take
place, would be at a minimum, as another crossing could then
be made of the East Milton tracks a short distance south of
East Milton station, and thus further relieve Adams Street.

The Department of Public Works conclude:
1. That it is expedient and desirable that the Metropolitan

District Commission be authorized to expend a further sum, in
addition to the amount appropriated by chapter 699 of the
Acts of 1912, for the purpose of constructing that part of the
Old Colony Boulevard included in the route from Columbia
Road to Savin Hill; thence following the second, or Squantum,
route described in the Department’s report, crossing Neponset
River by a bridge to Squantum in the city of Quincy; thence
along Victory Road and over land and flats to the Quincy
Shore Drive.

2. That it is expedient and desirable to lay out and construct
a public highway substantially on the following route: Begin-
ning at Adams Street, at its junction with Granite Avenue in
the town of Milton, and extending along said avenue to the
boundary line between the town of Milton and the city of

Conclusions.
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Quincy; thence along Willard Street, Copeland Street and
Water Street to Quincy Avenue; thence along Quincy Avenue,
Scammell Street, South Street and Summer Street to Washing-
ton Street in the city of Quincy.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM F. WILLIAMS,
Commissioner of Public Works

JESSE B. BAXTER,
Associate Commissioner, Division of Waterways and Public Lands

RICHARD K. HALE,
tssociote Commissioner, Division of Waterways and Public Lands.

JAMES W. SYNAN
Associate Commissioner, Division of Highways.

F. E. LYMAN,
Associate Commissioner, Division of Highways.
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The undersigned, members of the Metropolitan District Com-
mission, acting jointly with the Department of Public Works
under the authority of chapter 35 of the Resolves of 1922,
have investigated and considered the matters named in said
resolve and now submit the following report: —■

To properly comply with the requirements of this resolve, a
brief history of the so-called Old Colony Boulevard to the
present time is essential.

The Metropolitan Improvements Commission, appointed by
the Governor under authority of chapter 108 of the Resolves
of 1907 to investigate and report as to the advisability of public
works in the Metropolitan District which would tend to the
convenience of the people and the development of local busi-
ness, pointed out in its report published in 1909 as pressing
and important, among the many changes to be desired in the
metropolitan highways, a new radial thoroughfare leading from
Columbia Road at Mount Vernon Street and thence across the
Calf Pasture and along the borders of Dorchester Bay to
Neponset bridge (page 43). The map referred to in this con-
nection showed a proposed route beginning at Mount Vernon
Street and running in the same general direction as the present
location of Old Colony Parkway as far- as Savin Hill, thence
crossing the bay by a bridge or enbankment considerably to the
west of said present location. The Joint Board on Metropoli-
tan Improvements, appointed under authority of chapter 113
of the Resolves of 1909, and consisting of the Metropolitan
Park Commission, the Railroad Commission, the Harbor and
Land Commission and the Boston Transit Commission, re-
ported in 1911, recommending an Old Colony boulevard-high-
way. These four boards recommended substantially the route
previously suggested by the Metropolitan Improvements Com-
mission. By chapter 141 of the Resolves of 1908, the Metro-
politan Park Commission was directed to investigate the desir-

REPORT OF METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION.
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ability of constructing a new bridge across the Neponset River
between the cities of Boston and Quincy, and also to consider
the advisability and probable expense of taking and construct-
ing a boulevard from Columbia Road to Neponset River. In
its report on the subject, the commission gave careful considera-
tion to the relation of this new bridge and any proposed boule-
vard in its vicinity, and on the matter of the boulevard dis-
cussed various possible routes already considered in the other
report mentioned, and, without recommending any specific
route, made this statement: •

Of the routes suggested, the commission is inclined to the opinion that
the easterly one is most desirable. It would preserve more views of the
harbor and of the considerable open spaces and consequent variety of
scenery than the westerly route, and would furnish convenient approaches
and hasten the development of a region which now seems so inconvenient
of access and lacking in tendency' to development that its future must
be deemed very uncertain.

By chapter 699 of the Acts of 1912, the Legislature appro-
priated $475,000 “for acquiring land for a parkway or boule-
vard from a point at or near the crossing of Columbia Road
and the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad to a
point near Neponset bridge in Boston and from a point near
Neponset bridge in Quincy to Quincy Shore Reservation at
Atlantic in the city of Quincy.”

After the appropriation of 1912, the Metropolitan Park
Commission again made careful studies and estimates of cost
of land and construction of the various routes that had been
suggested, and finally adopted the present route as the best
one both from the point of cost and development of surrounding,
property. The taking of lands for this route was signed by
the commission February 18, and then sent, as required by law,
for concurrence by the mayor and city council of Boston; and
on March 31, 1914, a public hearing was held by the mayor
and city council of Boston at City Hall on the advisability of
concurring in this taking and thus adopting the present route
of the Old Colony Parkway. This hearing was largely at-
tended, and the alternative routes discussed and the whole
matter thoroughly thrashed out. At that time the Metropoli-
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tan Park Commission submitted to the mayor the following
statement of the facts, which led to the selection of the location
then before the mayor and council;

I. The Parkway is to extend from Columbia Road and the Strand-
way of the Boston Park System to Neponset bridge in Boston, and in
Quincy from Neponset bridge to the Parkway to Quincy Shore. It
therefore connects the entire Boston Park System and the public high-
ways leading directly to the easterly part of Boston with Quincy Shore
and the highways to Quincy and the South Shore.

11. The location between these points indicated by the plans ha;
been chosen

1. Because it is the shortest route
2. Because it appears to be the one most consistent with development

of large areas of land and seashore for commercial and port uses at the
same time that it provided a direct and agreeable part route and im-
provement to the residential sections of Savin Hill and Harrison Square.

This is indicated by the following facts:
(a) It is so located as not to subdivide large holdings which are in any

single or associate ownership. It therefore does not interfere with any
large commercial developments.

(b) It is located far enough from the New Haven Railroad tracks to

provide elevation in construction to permit spur tracks to pass under the
Parkway, or to permit spur tracks to rise sufficiently to pass over it if
necessity requires.

(c) It interferes with no existing street and with none laid out by the

Board of Survey for subdivision of the Calf Pasture.
(d) It provides for parallel traffic roads as well as the park roadway,

and so facilitates approach to and utilization of all lands fitted for busi-
ness and commercial uses.
lICOO CUIU UUUiiuvioiui

(e) It takes the smallest amount of harbor frontage possible and none
occupied by commercial uses, and so preserves all the commercial oppor-
tunities of the city.

(f) At points suitable for yachting and boating it takes enough to

provide for public locations for all these sports.
(g) It interferes with no existing industry and with very few private

residences, and along almost the entire route utilizes the cheapest land
and so removes from taxation the least value.

(h) It is so located with reference to adjoining lands that it is likely to

cause a considerable increase in value and so return to the city in taxa-

tion far more than it takes from it.
({) Both its land cost and its construction cost appear to be less than

by any other location. . ,

(j) It provides for views of the harbor and for incidental park sur-

roundings at occasional points which will make it attractive and di-

versified.
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By chapter 300 of the Acts of the year 1915, the Legislature
directed the Metropolitan Park Commission to construct a new
bridge across the Neponset River at Neponset Avenue, the new
bridge when constructed to be thereafter maintained for joint
use of the highways of the cities of Boston and Quincy, and
for public travel on the Old Colony Boulevard, authorized by
the act of 1912. hinder this act the old bridge has been re-
moved, a temporary bridge constructed, and work is in progress
on the construction of the new permanent bridge of a width
and form approved by the mayors of Boston and Quincy, as
required by the act, and sufficient to provide for both highway
and parkway travel, as required by the act. This bridge is an
integral part of the parkway plan, and is to be maintained by
the Metropolitan Parks District, instead of by the cities of
Boston and Quincy, as a part of the parkway system.

The Commonwealth has already acquired all the land for the
parkway at a total cost of $307,321.36, and there remain un-
settled only a few comparatively unimportant suits for land
and flats taken at Patten’s Cove. It owns the flats in the bay
across which the location runs and on which any bridge would
be built. During consideration of chapter 699 of 1912, which
provided $475,000 for acquiring land for this parkway, it was
distinctly impressed upon the Legislature by the Metropolitan
Park Commission that this sum would only provide for the
cost of land, and that the construction would cost a great deal
more than this sum. These facts in regard to cost of construc-
tion had also been emphasized in previous reports above referred
to. By chapter 288, Acts of 1915, authority was given to use
for construction purposes any balances from the $475,000
appropriation, after settlement of land cost. A small amount
has been used for filling. It will undoubtedly cost a large sum
of money to build a causeway or bridge across the bay at this
point. This fact was taken into consideration by the Metro-
politan Park Commission, and the present location was finally
adopted because the ultimate total cost of land and construc-
tion over the route adopted seemed to be less than that by
any other route. When the bridge or causeway is built, it will
contain a drawbridge fully providing for navigation to and
from all wharves and wharf sites located on the part of Dor-
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chestei Bay lying to the west of the highway, and there will
therefore be no liability for damages for obstructing navigation.
The playground at the head of Savin Hill Cove will not be
adversely affected, but will be enlarged, as the Commonwealth
has already turned over to the city of Boston quite a large
area of beach and flats lying between the playground and the
actual line of construction of the parkway for use as an addi-
tion to the playground.

The final taking of the land for the route adopted, dated
Dec. 23, 1914, was sent to the mayor and city council of Boston
for concurrence, and was concurred in by the mayor and city
council Jan. 5, 1915.

In 1920 the Metropolitan District Commission was peti-
tioned to change the route of the proposed Old Colony Bou-
levard, and after a long hearing and thorough investigation
determined that it was inexpedient to do so. Further investiga-
tion and study of other possible routes at the present time seem
to indicate that any other route is more costly to construct,
and that additional land must be taken for it. If the land
already acquired and largely filled to subgrade is abandoned, a
considerable loss to the Commonwealth will be thereby caused.
The route which has been adopted will serve a considerable
portion of Dorchester and places to the south and west much
better than any other suggested route.

As heavy truck traffic and street car lines are provided for
by existing highways in this section, the proposed Old Colony
Parkway and its connections through to Washington Street,
Quincy, were intended to be parkways or boulevards and to be
limited to pleasure vehicles, thereby separating this class from
the heavy traffic and relieving the existing highways of the
present congestion.

Alternative routes suggested appear to offer no advantages
either as to location or cost. Therefore it seems expedient and,
on account of congestion in the existing highways, desirable to
immediately proceed with the construction of the Old Colony
Parkway on the route adopted from Columbia Road to Nepon-
set bridge.

It was anticipated that upon the completion of the construc-
tion of the Neponset bridge and the Old Colony Parkway, the
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increased traffic would require the widening and reconstruction
of the roadway through the Quincy Shore Reservation and
Furnace Brook Parkway from Hancock Street to Black’s Creek
where it joins the proposed Pilgrim Highway.

Quincy Shore Reservation was acquired primarily as a place
where large numbers of people might congregate for recreation,
the roadway along the shore being incidental for the purpose of
access thereto. The developments of traffic condition of recent
years have made it desirable to make this a link in a through
route to the South Shore, but it would seem advisable to limit
its use to pleasure vehicles only.

Therefore, before the completion of the Old Colony Parkway
and the Neponset bridge, it is desirable to widen and recon-
struct Quincy Shore Drive and Furnace Brook Parkway from
Hancock Street to Black’s Creek, and to acquire land for and
to construct the Pilgrim Highway, so called, from Blacks Creek
to Washington Street, Quincy.

The Furnace Brook Parkway, which connects Blue Hills
Reservation with Quincy Shore Reservation, crosses Willard
Street in West Quincy. Willard Street is a State highway and
would feed traffic from Braintree, Randolph, Brockton and
the Cape Cod section of the State into the proposed Old Colony
Boulevard through the Furnace Brook Parkway. There is,
however, a missing link in the Furnace Brook Parkway a
section about 800 feet in length between Newport Avenue and
Hancock Street —-where it crosses the New York, New Plaven
& Hartford Railroad. It is proposed to pass under the railway
with the parkway, and the estimated cost of construction of
this link, including bridge for railway, is $lOO,OOO.

At the time of acquiring the land for the Old Colony Park-
way in Boston, land was also taken for the parkway connection
from the southerly end of Neponset bridge to Quincy Shore
Reservation Drive at its junction with Hancock Street. A
strip of land 100 feet in width north of and alongside of Han-
cock Street was acquired for the purpose of constructing a road-
way parallel to Hancock Street, to be used by pleasure vehicles
only.

It has been suggested that the Commonwealth take posses-
sion of that portion of Hancock Street between the bridge and
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the reservation drive, and widen and reconstruct it to provide
a roadway ample for the combined traffic of all classes.

After due consideration it appears to be inexpedient to adopt
this suggestion, and the recommendation is made to proceed
with the construction of a separate park roadway for pleasure
vehicles only, leaving Hancock Street to be maintained by the
city for heavy trucks, street cars and such other traffic as will
continue on Hancock Street instead of following the shore drive.

The estimated costs of carrying out the above recommenda-
tions are as follows:

Old Colony Parkway:
Columbia Road to bridge over Dorchester Bay $250,000
Bridge and approaches over bay from Fox

Point to Freeport Street 1,150,000
Freeport Street to Neponset bridge . . . 250,000

81,650,000
Neponset bridge to Quincy Shore Drive

Along Hancock Street $25,000
Quincy Shore Reservation and Furnace Brook Parkway:

Widening and reconstruction $300,000

Newport Avenue to Hancock Street, including bridge for
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad $lOO,OOO

Three bills for carrying out these recommendations acconr
pany this report.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JAMES A. BAILEY.
FRANK G. BAYRD.
FRANK G. HALL.
GEO. B. WASON.
WILLIAM H. SQUIRE.

Furnace Brook Parkway:
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An Act to provide for the Completion by the Metropoli-
tan District Commission of the Old Colony Boulevard.
Section 1. The metropolitan district commission may expend

a further sum of one million six hundred seventy-five thousand
dollars in addition to the amount appropriated by chapter six
hundred ninety-nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred

constructing and completing the
or near the crossing of Columbia

and twelve for the purpose of
Old Colony boulevard from at
road and the New Arork, New Haven and Hartford railroad to
a point near the Neponset bridge in Boston and from a point
near the Neponset bridge in Quincy to Quincy shore reservation
at Atlantic in the city of Quincy.

Section 2. To meet said additional expenditures the state
treasurer may, with the approval of the governor and council,
issue bonds to an amount not exceeding one million six hundred

addition to the amount already
mndred ninety-nine of the acts
i twelve, as part of the Metro-

seventy-five thousand dollars, in
authorized by said chapter six 1
of the year nineteen hundred am
politan Parks Loan, Series Two.
coupon or registered bonds for

Such bonds shall be issued as
uch term of years as shall be

recommended by the governor in accordance with the provisions
of section three of article LXII of the amendments to the con-
stitution, and shall bear interest semi-annually on the first day;mi-annually on the first day
of January and July at such rate as shall be fixed by the state
treasurer with the approval of th

Section 1 3. This act shall take
governor and council,

effect upon its passage

An Act to authorize the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion to construct Furnace Brook Parkway from New-
port Avenue to Hancock Street in the City of Quincy.

SUGGESTED LEGISLATION.

Section 1. The metropolitan district commission is author-
ized to expend a sum not exceeding one hundred thousand
dollars in the construction of that part of Furnace brook parkway
which extends from Newport avenue to Hancock street in the
city of Quincy, including a bridge for carrying said parkway
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under the tracks of the New L ork, New Haven and Hartford
railroad.

Section 2. To meet said expenditures the state treasurer
may, with the approval of the governor and council, issue bonds
to an amount not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars as part
of the Metropolitan Parks Loan, Series Two. Such bonds shall
be issued as coupon or registered bonds for such term of years
as shall be recommended by the governor in accordance with the
provisions of section three of article LXII of the amendments to
the constitution, and shall bear interest semi-annually on the
first day of January and July at such rate as shall be fixed by
the state treasurer with the approval of the governor and council.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

An Act to provide for the Widening and Reconstruction
of the Road on Quincy Shore Reservation.

Section 1. The metropolitan district commission may expend
a sum not exceeding three hundred thousand dollars for the pur-
pose of widening and reconstructing the road on Quincy shore
reservation and on Furnace brook parkway from said reserva-
tion to Blacks creek in the city of Quincy.

Section 2. To meet said expenditures the state treasurer
may, with the approval of the governor and council, issue bonds
to an amount not exceeding three hundred thousand dollars as
part of the Metropolitan Parks Loan, Series One. Such bonds
shall be issued as coupon or registered bonds for such term of
years as shall be recommended by the governor in accordance
with the provisions of section three of article LXII of the amend-
ments to the constitution, and shall bear interest semi-annually
on the first day of January and July at such rate as shall be
fixed by the state treasurer with the approval of the governor
and council.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


