
HOUSE .... No. 1139
Accompanying the petition of Louis L. Green for the rebuilding,

reconstruction and relocation by the Metropolitan District Commission
of certain bridges over the Charles River between the cities of Boston
and Cambridge and the town of Watertown. Metropolitan Affairs.
February 13.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
Providing for the Construction of Certain Bridges over the

Charles River between the City of Boston and the Town of
Watertown and between the City of Boston and the City
of Cambridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 herein referred to by the word “commission” unless the
3 context plainly indicates otherwise, in sections one to
4 five, inclusive, called the commission, is hereby au-
-5 thorized and directed to remove the following existing
6 bridges and to construct new bridges with suitable ap-
-7 proaches in place thereof:
8 (1) That between the city of Boston and the town of
9 Watertown, known as the Western avenue and Arsenal
10 street bridge;
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11 (2) That between the city of Boston and the city of
Cambridge, known as the Western avenue bridge;12

(3) That between the city of Boston and the city of
Cambridge, known as the River street-Cambridge street
bridge;
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(4) That between the city of Boston and the city of
Cambridge, known as the Cottage Farm bridge.
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Said new bridges shall be constructed at or near the
respective present sites of the bridges they replace,
provided, however, that a special commission is hereby
created, to consist of the commissioner of the state de-
partment of public works, the commissioner of the
metropolitan district commission, the mayor of the city
of Boston, the mayor of the city of Cambridge and a
fifth person to be appointed in writing and certified
to the secretary of state by said persons or a majority of
them, within thirty days after the passage of this act;
and if said fifth commissioner is not so appointed and
certified the governor may appoint some disinterested
person as such fifth commissioner. If said special com-
mission determines that public necessity and conven-
ience will be better served by the construction of a single
bridge in place of said Western avenue and River street-
Cambridge street bridges at or near one of the existing
locations of said two bridges or between the same, or by
the construction of a bridge in place of said Cottage
Farm bridge on a location extending from, at or near
Magazine street in Cambridge to a point on the Boston
side opposite St. Paul street, and certifies such deter-
mination to the metropolitan district commission, said
metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized
and required to proceed with the construction of bridges
in accordance with such determination.
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Any new bridge constructed hereunder shall be with-44
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45 out a draw for the passage of vessels, and of no greater
46 height above the water than, in the judgment of said
47 commission, the architectural appearance of the bridge
48 shall require, except that every such bridge shall be so
49 constructed as to leave a clear height of at least twelve
50 feet above the ordinary level of the water in the Charles
51 river basin over the main ship channel; and the piers
52 and other obstructions to the flow of the river shall be
33 constructed in such form and in such places as the
54 secretary of war of the United States shall approve.
55 The commission shall construct any necessary ap-
-56 proaches to said bridges at each end thereof; and if a
57 bridge shall be constructed in place of said Cottage
58 Farm bridge at a new location from, at or near Magazine
59 street, in Cambridge, to a point on the Boston side
60 opposite St. Paul street. The approaches to such bridge
61 shall be construed to include any new bridge over the
62 Boston and Albany railroad location or the location of
63 any other railroad which it may be necessary to con-
-64 struct in order to make a highway connection with said
65 St. Paul street, and also to include such widening,
66 location or reconstruction of said St. Paul street from the
67 Boston and Albany railroad to Commonwealth avenue
68 across land of the commonwealth or of other owners
69 adjacent to St. Paul street as may be necessary for the
70 purpose.
71 The commission may construct temporary highway
72 bridges to be used by vehicles, pedestrians and street
73 cars, and may grant locations for street railway tracks,
74 poles and wires thereon or may repair and strengthen
75 the existing bridges so that they may be used tem-
-76 porarily for such purpose during the construction of the
77 new bridges; shall cause any necessary dredging to be
78 done; and may take by eminent domain under chapter
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79 seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire by pur-
chase or otherwise, such lands or rights for the ap-
proaches to said bridges as it may deem necessary for
carrying out the provisions of this act, including such
rights in the location of the Boston and Albany rail-
road or of any other railroad as may be necessary for the
construction and maintenance of the approach on the
Boston side to said new bridge which may be con-
structed in place of said Cottage Farm bridge, and shall
cause all lands so acquired to be properly filled and
graded. The plans of said bridge between Boston and
Watertown shall be approved by the mayor of the city of
Boston, the selectmen of the town of Watertown and the
commission. The plans of said bridges between the city
of Cambridge and the city of Boston shall be approved
by the mayors of Boston and Cambridge and the com-
mission. Said bridges shall be constructed and main-
tained for the joint use of the highways of said cities
and town and the metropolitan reservations, roads and

boulevards along and near said river in said cities and
town; and the bridges shall be maintained for any pur-
poses for which said highways or park roads or reserva-
tions may be used. The position of the tracks, poles and
wires of the street railway company which are to be
constructed or installed on said bridges shall, prior to the
completion of the construction of the bridges, be deter-
mined and locations therefor petitioned for and granted
in accordance with the provisions of sections forty-three
to forty-seven, inclusive, of chapter ninety-two of the
General Laws. The construction and installation of
tracks, poles, wires, cables and other equipment neces-

sary for the operation of a street railway location shall
be made by the street railway company granted a loca-
tion on any of said bridges as a part of its general
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113 location, or, if so agreed, the commission may do the
114 work of construction and installation of the same, and
115 the cost thereof shall be paid by the company.

1 Section 2. No compensation for displacement of
2 tide water or for occupying any lands or flats of the
3 commonwealth shall, in relation thereto, be required
4 from the city of Boston, the city of Cambridge or the
5 town of Watertown.

1 Section 3. The approaches to said bridge between
2 Boston and Watertown shall be laid out by the com-
3 mission as a highway at a width not less than may be
4 determined by the selectmen of the town of Watertown
5 and the mayor of the city of Boston and the commis-
-6 sion. The approaches to said bridges between the city
7 of Cambridge and the city of Boston shall be laid out
8 by the commission as highways of a width not less than
9 that determined by the mayors of Cambridge and

10 Boston and the commission. In laying out and con-
-11 structing approaches to any bridge provided for by this
12 act, the commission may assess betterments upon real
13 estate benefited by said approaches, to which the pro-
-14 visions of chapter eighty of the General Laws shall
15 apply.

1 Section 4. The cost of laying out and constructing
2 said approaches, including any damages awarded or
3 paid on account of any taking of land or property
4 therefor or for damage to any property and any sums
5 paid for land or rights purchased, the cost of construc-

-6 tion of the abutments and other parts of said bridges,
7 the cost of changing the channel of said river, the cost
8 of temporary highway bridges or the cost of repairing
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9 and strengthening the existing bridges for temporary
10 use, and the salaries and wages of all employees of the
11 commission, including the interest on all money bor-
-12 rowed by the state treasurer on the credit of the com-
-13 monwealth as provided in this section and all other
14 expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions of this
15 act, shall be deemed to be the cost of construction of
16 said bridges and shall in the first instance be paid by the
17 commonwealth; provided, that the said cost of the
18 bridge between Watertown and Boston shall not exceed
19 one hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, that the
20 said cost of the bridge between Cambridge and Boston,
21 known as the Western avenue bridge, shall not exceed
22 two hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, that the
23 said cost of the said bridge between Cambridge and
24 Boston, known as the River street-Cambridge street
25 bridge, shall not exceed two hundred and seventy-five
26 thousand dollars, and that the said cost of the said
27 bridge between Boston and Cambridge, known as the
28 Cottage Farm bridge, or the bridge and approaches con-
-29 structed in substitution therefor, shall not exceed
30 thousand dollars; provided, however, that,
31 if a single bridge shall be constructed in substitution
32 for said Western avenue and River street-Cambridge
33 street bridges between Cambridge and Boston, the total
34 cost of such substitute bridge and the approaches
35 thereto shall not exceed thousand dollars.
36 The state treasurer may borrow on the credit of the
37 commonwealth such sum or sums of money as may
38 from time to time be required for the said costs of the
39 bridges as aforesaid, as certified to him by said commis-
-40 sion, and may issue notes of the commonwealth therefor,
41 carrying such rates of interest as the state treasurer may
42 fix, with the approval of the governor and council. Said
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43 notes shall be for the term of ten years, as recom-
-44 mended by the governor, in accordance with the pro-
-45 visions of the constitution, in a message to the general
46 court dated nineteen hundred and
47 twenty-three, and the state treasurer shall make pay-
-48 ments from time to time on account of work done under
49 this act, on the order of the commission.

1 Section 5. When said bridge and its approaches
2 between Watertown and Boston are completed .and the
3 full cost thereof ascertained, the following parties shall
4 each be assessed and contribute the following per-
-5 centages of the total amount paid by the commonwealth
6 therefor, including interest, to wit: the city of Boston,
7 thirty-five per cent, the town of Watertown thirty-five
8 per cent, the county of Middlesex seven and five tenths
9 per cent, the Boston Elevated Railway Company, to

10 which a double track location on said bridge and ap-
-11 proaches may be granted by the commission, provided
12 that it agrees to pay the percentage of the cost herein-
-13 before specified, seven and five tenths per cent, and the
14 metropolitan parks district, fifteen per cent. When said
15 Cottage Farm bridge and its approaches, or the bridge
16 and its approaches constructed in substitution therefor
17 are completed, the supreme judicial court shall appoint
18 three commissioners, who shall, after due notice and
19 hearing and in such manner as they shall deem just and
20 equitable, determine the cost of the said bridge and
21 what political sub-divisions, corporations or other parties
22 receive special benefits from said bridge, and shall
23 thereupon assess the cost to the said political sub-
-24 divisions, corporations and other parties in the propor-
-25 tions in which they are specially benefited, and shall
26 return their award into said court; and when the said
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27 aw ard shall have been accepted by said court, the same
shall be final and conclusive adjudication of all matters
herein specified and shall be binding upon all parties.
When the said Western avenue and Iliver street bridges
and their approaches between Boston and Cambridge are
completed, or the single bridge and its approaches
substituted therefor, and the full cost thereof ascertained,
the following parties shall each be assessed and con-
tribute the following percentages of the total amount
paid by the commonwealth for said bridge or bridges
and approaches thereof, including interest, to wit:
the city of Boston thirty-five per cent, the city of Cam-
bridge thirty-five per cent, the Boston Elevated Railway,
to which a double track location on any of said bridges
and approaches may be granted by the commission,
provided that it agrees to pay the percentage of the cost
hereinbefore specified of each bridge as to which it
applies for a location, seven and five tenths per cent, the
county of [Middlesex seven and five tenths per cent, and
the metropolitan parks district fifteen per cent. The
amount due from each of said parties, upon certification
of the same by the state treasurer, shall be paid into the
treasury of the commonwealth at such times as the said
treasurer shall designate.
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1 Section 6. To meet the payments required to be
2 made by the county of Middlesex under the provisions
3 of this act, the county commissioners of said county
4 may borrow from time to time on the credit of the
5 county such sum as may be necessary to meet the con-
-6 tributions required of said county under the provisions
7 of this act, and may issue the bonds or notes of the
8 county therefor, payable by such annual payments,
9 beginning not more than one year after the date of each
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10 loan, as will extinguish each loan within ten years from
11 its date; and the amount of such annual payment of
12 any loan in any year shall not be less than the amount
13 of the principal of the loan payable in any subsequent
14 year. Each authorized issue of bonds or notes shall
15 constitute a separate loan, and each bond or note shall
16 bear on its face the words: County of Middlesex,
17 Charles River Bridges Loan, Act of 1923.

1 Section 7. To meet the payments required to be
2 made by the county of Norfolk under the provisions of
3 this act, the county commissioners of said county may
4 borrow from time to time on the credit of the county
5 such sum as may be necessary to meet the contributions
6 required of said county under the provisions of this act,
7 and may issue the bonds or notes of the county therefor,
8 payable by such annual payments as will extinguish each
9 loan within ten years from its date; and the amount

10 of such annual payment of any loan in any year shall
11 not be less than the amount of the principal of the loan
12 payable in any subsequent year. Each authorized issue
13 of bonds or notes shall constitute a separate loan, and
14 each bond or note shall bear on its face the words:
15 County of Norfolk, Charles River Bridges Loan, Act
16 of 1923

1 Section 8. The city of Boston may issue from time
2 to time bonds or notes of said city to such an amount
3 not exceeding such sum as may be necessary to meet
4 the payments required to be made by the city on ac-
-5 count of the construction of said bridges and their
6 approaches. Such bonds or notes shall bear on their
7 face the words: —City of Boston, Charles River
8 Bridges Loan, Act of 1923, shall be payable within
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9 twenty years from their respective dates, and shall be
10 issued in excess of the statutory limit of indebtedness,
11 but shall otherwise be subject to chapter four hundred
12 and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine,
13 and acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto.

Section 9. The city of Cambridge may issue from
time to time bonds or notes of said city to such an
amount, not exceeding such sum as may be necessary
to meet the payments required to be made by the city
on account of the construction of said bridges and their
approaches between the cities of Boston and Cambridge.
Said bonds or notes shall bear on their face the words:

1
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City of Cambridge, Charles River Bridges Loan, Act of
1923, shall be payable within twenty years from their

respective dates, and shall be issued in excess of the
statutory limit of indebtedness, but shall otherwise be
subject to chapter forty-four of the General Laws.
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Section 10. The town of Watertown may issue from
time to time bonds or notes of said town to such an

amount, not exceeding such sum as may be necessary
to meet the payments required to be made by the town
on account of the construction of said bridge and its ap-
proaches between Watertown and Boston. Said bonds
or notes shall bear on their face the words: Town of
Watertown, Western Avenue and Arsenal Street Bridge
Loan, Act of 1923, shall be payable within twenty years
from their respective dates, and shall be issued in excess
of the statutory limit of indebtedness, but shall other-
wise be subject to chapter forty-four of the General
Laws.
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Section 11. The town of Brookline may issue from
time to time bonds or notes of said town to such an
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3 amount, not exceeding such sum as may be necessary to
4 meet the payments required to be made by the town on
5 account of the construction of said bridge and its ap-

-6 proaches between Cambridge and Boston. Said bonds
7 or notes shall bear on their face the words: Town of
8 Brookline, Essex Street-Brookline Street-Cottage Farm
9 Bridge Loan, Act of 1923, shall be payable within

10 twenty years from their respective dates, and shall be
11 issued in excess of the statutory limit of indebtedness,
12 but shall otherwise be subject to chapter forty-four of
13 the General Laws.

1 Section 12. Any person entitled by law to damages
2 for the taking of his property under the authority of this
3 act may have the same determined and paid as provided
4in chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws. Any
5 owner or lessee of property abutting on the Charles river
6 above any drawless bridge built under authority hereof
7 shall be entitled to adequate compensation for damages,
8 if any, caused to said property or leasehold interests
9 therein by reason of the interference with access by

10 water to said property due to the construction of any
11 such drawless bridge. Upon petition of any such owner
12 or lessee entitled to such damages, filed in the supreme
13 judicial court within one year after any such bridge
14 without a draw is opened for public travel, said court
15 shall appoint three commissioners to hear the parties in
16 interest, and to assess the damages to said property;
17 and the decision of said commissioners as to the amount
18 of said damages and as to the questions of fact involved
19 shall be final.

1 Section 13. When the said bridge and its ap-
-2 proaches between Watertown and Boston are completed,
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3 and all work contemplated by this act in relation to
4 said bridge has been performed, the care and control of
5 said bridge and approaches shall vest in a commission
6 consisting of one commissioner appointed by the mayor
7 of the city of Boston, and the chairman of the board of
8 selectmen of Watertown for the time being. Said com-
-9 mission shall have charge of managing, maintaining

10 and keeping in repair said bridge and approaches,
11 except that the part of the wearing surface of said
12 bridge occupied by the street railway company granted
13 a location thereon, within its tracks and eighteen inches
14 on each side thereof, shall be kept in repair by the said
15 street railway company; and after the completion of
16 said bridge and approaches said commission shall also

17 have the exclusive authority to authorize poles, wires,
18 street railway tracks and other structures to be placed
19 thereon, and in such place and manner as said commis-
-20 sion may deem proper.

1 Section 14. When the said bridge or bridges and
2 approaches, or any of them, between Cambridge and
3 Boston are completed, and all work contemplated by
4 this act has been performed on any or all of said bridges,
5 the care, control and management of said bridge or

6 bridges and their approaches, or any of them, shall vest
7 in a board of two commissioners, one appointed by the
8 mayor of the city of Boston and one by the mayor of
9 the city of Cambridge. Said commission shall have

10 control of and the charge of managing, maintaining and

11 keeping in repair said bridges and approaches, except

12 that the part of the wearing surface of said bridges
13 occupied by the street railway company granted a

14 location thereon, within its tracks and eighteen inches
15 on either side thereof, shall be kept in repair by the said
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16 street railway company; and after the completion of
17 said bridges and approaches, said commission shall also
18 have the exclusive authority to authorize poles, wires,
19 street railway tracks and other structures to be placed
20 thereon, and in such place and manner as said commis-
-21 sion may deem proper.

Section 15. The street railway company or com-
panies having a location on any of said bridges shall, at
its or their own expense maintain, and keep in repair that
part of the wearing surface of said bridges and their
approaches occupied by said company or companies
within its or their tracks and eighteen inches on either
side thereof; and said company or companies shall be
liable for all damages recovered in any action at law by
reason of any defect or want of repair in that part of
said bridges and their approaches which it or they are
required to maintain and keep in repair. The city of
Boston shall, at its own expense, maintain and keep in
repair those parts of any of said bridges and their ap-
proaches lying in said city, exclusive of those parts
which the street railway company is required to main-
tain and keep in repair, and shall pay all damages re-
covered in any action at law by reason of any defect or
want of repair in said part or parts. The city of Cam-
bridge shall, at its own expense, maintain and keep in
repair that part or parts of any of said bridges and their
approaches lying in said city, exclusive of that part
which the street railway company or companies are re-
quired to maintain and keep in repair, and shall pay all
damages recovered in any action at law by reason of
any defect or want of repair in said part or parts. The
town of W atertown shall, at its own expense, maintain
and keep in repair that part or parts of said bridge and
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28 its approaches lying in said town, exclusive of that part
29 which the street railway company or companies are re-
-30 quired to maintain and keep in repair, and shall pay all
31 damages recovered in any action at law by reason of
32 any defect or want of repair in said part or parts.

1 Section 16. Chapter four hundred and ninety-seven
2 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and twenty-one
3 is hereby repealed.

1 Section 17. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


