
HOUSE .... No. 1143
Aceompan3dng the petition of the selectmen of Needham relative to

the submission of certain votes and motions for referendum in said
town. Towns. February 13.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
Providing for the Submission of Certain Votes and Motions

for Referendum in the Town of Needham.

1 Section 1. At all town meetings and adjournments
2 thereof, held in the town of Needham, except that part of
3 the annual meeting held for the election of town officers,
4 officers to be appointed for the purpose by the selectmen
5 and to be known as official tellers, shall attend at the
6 entrance or entrances to the place of meeting and shall
7 permit only voters of the town to enter. Such officers
8 shall determine by the use of check lists, or by other
9 means approved by the selectmen, the number of voters

10 admitted to each meeting. The official tellers shall forth-
-11 with make return in writing to the town clerk under oath
12 which may be administered by the town clerk, of the
13 number of voters admitted to each meeting and shall file
14 with their return any check list used by them.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cf)c CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts.
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2 any original or adjourned town meeting attended by eight
3 hundred or more voters according to the official tellers’
4 return as filed under the preceding section, shall, upon
5 a petition filed under section three, be submitted to the
6 voters for ratification or determination by official ballot
7 at a subsequent town meeting called in the manner pre-
8 scribed in said section three. No vote subject to ratifica-
9 tion or determination shall take effect until the expiration

10 of five days after the final adjournment or dissolution
11 of such meeting, nor, if a petition for ratification has been
12 filed, until such vote shall be ratified in the manner here-
-13 inafter provided. The provisions of this act shall not
14 apply to votes for moderator or for any other town officer,
15 to matters required by law to be voted upon by official
16 ballot, to votes to incur debt for extreme emergency
17 appropriations under the provisions of section seven of
18 chapter forty-four of the General Laws, or to such
19 parliamentary or other votes or motions as may be
20 hereafter designated by by-law.

1 Section 3. If within five days after the final adjourn-
-2 ment or dissolution of any town meeting, a petition ad-
-3 dressed to the selectmen shall be filed with the town clerk,
4 signed by at least one hundred registered voters, request-
-5 ing that any vote or motion subject to ratification or de-
-6 termination and passed or rejected at such meeting be
7 submitted to the voters of the town for ratification or
8 determination by official ballot, then the town clerk
9 shall forthwith examine said petition, and if it is correct

10 shall so certify thereon and transmit the same forthwith
11 to the selectmen, who shall thereupon call a special town
12 meeting for the sole purpose, except as provided in this
13 section, of submitting such vote or motion for ratification
14 or determination by the voters at large. At such special

1 Section 2. Any vote passed or motion rejected at
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15 meeting so called a vote shall be taken by official ballot
16 and by use of the check list upon the question: “Shall
17 the following (vote passed) (motion rejected) at the town
18 meeting held on the day ofdav of
19 nineteen hundred and be (ratified) (passed)?
20 Vote
21 All other votes passed and motions rejected at the same
22 town meeting, petitions for the ratification or determina-
-23 tion of which have been transmitted to the selectmen in
24 accordance with this section, shall be acted upon as
25 herein provided at such special meeting. Any vote or
26 motion submitted as aforesaid, receiving a majority of
27 the votes cast thereon, shall be considered to be ratified
28 or passed; otherwise such vote or motion shall have no
29 force or effect; provided, that if any vote or motion re-
-30 quired for its original passage more than a majority of
31 the votes cast at any town meeting, then a like propor-
-32 tion of votes at such special town meeting shall be
33 required for ratification or passage.

1 Section 4. The selectmen shall prepare ballots to be
2 used at such special meeting and the conduct of such
3 meeting and the time of opening and closing the polls
4 shall be subject to their direction but in accordance with
5 such by-laws as the town may adopt. In case two or
6 more votes passed at a town meeting relate to one sub-
-7 ject-matter, and a petition is filed as aforesaid for the
8 ratification of one or more such votes, the selectmen may
9 in their discretion submit, in addition to those for which

10 petitions are filed, any or all of the votes relating to the
11 same subject-matter; and for this purpose a vote to
12 borrow money shall be held to relate to the same subject-
-13 matter as the vote or votes to appropriate the money to
14 be borrowed.
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1 Section 5. The town clerk shall make a record of the
2 official tellers’ returns of the number of voters admitted
3 to each meeting in the records of the meeting and shall
4 preserve such returns and all check lists filed as aforesaid
5 until at least twenty days after the final adjournment or
6 dissolution of the town meeting to which they relate or
7 at which they were used and they shall be open to
8 public inspection. The town clerk shall also make copies
9 of all petitions, filed as aforesaid, exclusive of the names

10 affixed thereto, in the records of the meeting for ratifica-
-11 tion or determination to which they relate, and shall
12 preserve such copies for public inspection until at least
13 twenty days after the dissolution of the meeting for ratifi-
-14 cation or determination. All records made as aforesaid
15 by the town clerk shall have the same legal force and
16 effect as other records of proceedings at town meetings.

1 Section 6. This act shall be submitted to the voters
2 of the town of Needham for their acceptance at the next
3 annual meeting in the form of the following question,
4 which shall be placed upon the official ballot used for the
5 election of town officers: “Shall an act passed by the

6 general court in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
-7 three entitled ‘An Act providing for the submission of
8 certain votes and motions for referendum in the town of
9 Needham, be accepted?” If a majority of the voters

10 voting thereon vote in the affirmative in answer to such
11 question, thereupon said act shall take effect in such
12 town, but not otherwise.

1 Section 7. So much of this act as authorizes its sub-

-2 mission to the voters of said town for their acceptance
3 shall take effect upon its passage.


