
Executive Department, Boston, Feb. 26, 1923.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

The continuing shortage of anthracite coal and the at-
tendant high price and difficulty of equitable distribution
constitute the most pressing problem which immediately
affects the people of the Commonwealth today. My recent
inaugural message discussed the question at some length
and expressed the hope of Federal legislation which would
deal with coal at its source, by establishing a standard for
coal and by preventing speculative resales. Since that time
a Massachusetts representative in the Senate has introduced
a bill to establish a standard for coal, and other Massa-
chusetts representatives have petitioned for legislation to
prevent exportation to foreign countries. These measures
have not however become laws. Massachusetts is helpless
except as to coal which has actually reached the Common-
wealth. The Emergency Fuel Committee, acting through the
Emergency Fuel Administrator, has extended its organiza-
tion throughout the state, and in every city and in prac-
tically all the towns there are local Fuel Administrators, who
have done whatever possible to prevent profiteering and to
ensure fair distribution to all consumers. These agents are
giving their time without any compensation, and are doing
what they can to relieve distress.

The Fuel Administrator calls attention to a new phase of
the situation which is becoming acute. More and more coal
is being brought into Massachusetts which is unfit for ordi-
nary use. No good citizen should be compelled to pay high
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prices for coal which will not burn. Legislation to prevent
the sale of such impure coal in a time like this seems as fully
justified as laws which prevent the sale of unfit food. The
Attorney General, as the result of various complaints of the
sale of unfit coal has advised that there is not sufficient law
at present to meet the situation adequately.

I therefore recommend the enactment of legislation which
will authorize the seizure and destruction of unfit coal, and
which will make possible the prosecution of those who offer
such coal for sale. Believing the need of such legislation to
be urgent, and confident of your desire to give the people
immediate necessary relief, I have asked the Attorney Gen-
eral to draft a bill to accomplish these purposes. The bill
prepared by the Attorney General is submitted herewith
in the earnest hope that it may facilitate immediate action
to meet an emergency.

CHANNING H. COX.



1923.] HOUSE — No. 1185. 3

1 Whereas , The deferred operation of this act would in
2 part defeat its purpose and be inconsistent with the public
3 interest, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-
-4 gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of
5 the public health and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter ninety-four of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after section two hundred
3 and forty-nine the following new sections:
4 Section The department of public health, local
5 boards of health, the director of standards and local
6 sealers of weights and measures, by themselves or by their
7 authorized agents, may enter each place where coal is
8 stored or kept for sale and each railroad train or car or
9 any vehicle used for its conveyance and may inspect said

10 coal or take therefrom samples for analysis or inspection.
11 Said department or board shall cause each sample taken
12 to be analyzed, inspected or otherwise satisfactorily
13 tested and shall record and preserve as evidence the
14 results thereof. If, in the opinion of said department or
15 board, upon inspection, analysis or other satisfactory
16 test, said coal is unfit for ordinary use, said department
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17 or board shall seize and cause the same to be destroyed
18 forthwith or disposed of otherwise than for ordinary use.
19 All money received by said department or board for
20 coal disposed of as aforesaid, after deducting the expenses
21 of said seizure and disposal, shall be paid to the owner
22 of such coal.
23 Section 2498. Any person who hinders, obstructs or
24 interferes with the department of public health, local
25 boards of health, the director of standards, local sealers
26 of weights and measures, or their authorized agents, in
27 the performance of their duty under the previous section,
28 shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred
29 dollars nor more than one thousand dollars or by impris-
-30 onment for not less than one month nor more than one
31 year or both.

2 Section 2490. Whoever, by himself, or by his servant
3 agent or employee, sells, exposes or offers for sale, or ha;

4 in his custody or possession with intent to sell, coal con
35 demned under the provisions of section two hundred and
36 forty-nine A shall be punished by a fine of not less than
37 one hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars
38 or by imprisonment for not less than one month nor more
39 than one year or both.
40 Section 2401). Whoeve
41 agent or employee, sells
42 has in his custody or pos

, by himself, or by his servant,
exposes or offers for sale, or

sion with intent to sell, coal
43 unfit for ordinary use shall be punished by a fine of not
44 more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for
45 not more than one year or both.
46 Section 249E. Whoever, by himself, or by his servant,
47 agent or employee, in placing or packing coal in any
48 basket, bag, sack or other receptacle, places or causes to
49 be placed therein any foreign substance, or sells, or
50 exposes or offers for sale, or has in his custody or pos-
-51 session with intent to sell, coal placed or packed in a
52 basket, bag, sack or other receptacle containing any
53 foreign substance shall be punished by a fine of not more
54 than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not
55 more than one vear or both.
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56 Section 2J+9F. The department of public health, local
57 boards of health, the director of standards and local
58 sealers of weights and measures shall cause the previous
59 sections to be enforced.

1 Section 2. Section two hundred and forty-eight of
2 chapter ninety-four of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out the rest of the section after
4 the word “coal”, in the eighth line, and inserting in
5 place thereof the words: —or whoever, by himself, or
6 by his servant, agent or employee, sells or delivers coal
7 which is short in weight or measure or which contains
8 an unreasonable amount of shale, slate, rock or other
9 foreign substance shall be punished by a fine of not more

10 than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not
11 more than one year or both. The director of standards
12 and local sealers of weights and measures shall cause
13 sections two hundred and forty to two hundred and forty-
-14 nine, inclusive, to be enforced, so as to read as follows:
15 Section 248. Whoever violates any provision of sec-
-16 tions two hundred and forty to two hundred and forty-
-17 seven, inclusive, or fails to comply with any request for
18 information or direction made under authority of sections
19 two hundred and forty, two hundred and forty-one, two
20 hundred and forty-four to two hundred and forty-six, in-

wer to any such request, shall
it more than fifty dollars; and
or deceit as to the weighing,

21 elusive, or gives a false am
22 be punished by a fine of nc
23 whoever is guilty of fraud
24 selling or delivering of coke
25 by himself, or by his servi

26 delivers coal which is short

, charcoal or coal, or whoever,
nt, agent or employee sells or
in weight or measure or which

27 contains an unreasonable amount of shale, slate, rock or
28 other foreign substance shall be punished by a fine of
29 not more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment
30 for not more than one year or both. The director of
31 standards and local sealers of weights and mea ures shall
32 cause sections two hundred and forty to two hundred and
33 forty-nine, inclusive, to be enforced




