
House of Representatives, Feb. 26, 1923.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, blouse, No. 346) of
Clarence P. Kidder relative to the time for certification of
signatures on nomination papers for municipal elections in
the city of Cambridge, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee.

FRANK O. SCOTT.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Time within which Nomination Papers of

Candidates for City and Town Offices shall be Filed.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section seven of chapter fifty-three of the General
2 Laws, as amended by section one of chapter two hundred
3 and fourteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-4 two, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
5 word “office”, in the eleventh line the words: and,
6 except where otherwise provided by law, of a candidate
7 for a city or town office, and by striking out, in the
8 fifteenth and sixteenth lines the words “, and every
9 nomination paper of a candidate for a city or town office

10 shall seasonably be submitted to said registrars”, so as
11 to read as follows: Section 7. Every voter signing a
12 nomination paper shall sign in person, with his name as
13 registered, and shall state his residence on April first pre-
-14 ceding, and the place where he is then living, with the
15 street and number, if any; but any voter who is pre-
-16 vented by physical disability from writing or who had the
17 right to vote on May first, eighteen hundred and fifty-
-18 seven, may authorize some person to write his name and
19 residence in his presence; and every voter may sign as
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20 many nomination papers for each office as there are
21 persons to be elected thereto, and no more. Every nomi-
-22 nation paper of a candidate for a state office and, except
23 where otherwise provided by law, of a candidate for a
24 city or town office shall be submitted, on or before five
25 o’clock in the afternoon of the Friday preceding the day
26 on which it must be filed, to the registrars of the city or
27 town where the signers appear to be voters. In each case
28 the registrars shall check each name to be certified by
29 them on the nomination paper and shall forthwith certify
30 thereon the number of signatures so checked which are
31 names of voters both in the city or town and in the dis-
-32 trict or division for which the nomination is made, and
33 only names so checked shall be deemed to be names of
34 qualified voters for the purposes of nomination. The
35 registrars need not certify a greater number of names
36 than are required to make a nomination, increased by one
37 fifth thereof. Names not certified in the first instance
38 shall not thereafter be certified on the same nomination
39 papers. The state secretary shall not be required to re-
-40 ceive nomination papers for a candidate after receiving
41 such papers containing a sufficient number of certified
42 names to make a nomination, increased by one fifth
43 thereof.




