
Accompanying the petition of William A. L. Bazeley relative to the
purchase of forest land and for reforestation. Ways and Means.
March 2.

AN ACT
To provide for the Purchase of Forest Land and for Re-

forestation.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 cause substantial inconvenience, therefore, it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section ten of chapter one hundred and thirty-two of
2 the General Laws, as amended by chapter two hundred
3 and seventy-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-one, is hereby amended by adding at the end of
5 section one of said chapter two hundred and seventy-one
6 the following new paragraph: The commissioner may,.
7 subject to the approval of the governor and council, and
8 subject to the rights of repurchase conferred by this:
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9 section upon the grantor to the commonwealth, after a
10 public hearing, sell or exchange any land thus acquired,
11 if in his judgment, such sale or exchange is advantageous
12 to the commonwealth, and may also grant such rights of
13 way across said lands for roads, railroads, railways, tele-
-14 phone, telegraph, and transmission lines, canals, pipe
15 lines and water supplies, which, in his judgment, are
16 necessary and will serve the public interest, and may
17 execute such deeds of conveyance or other papers as may
18 be necessary, —so as to read as follows: Section 10.
19 The commissioner, with the advice and consent of the
20 governor and council, for experiment and illustration in
21 forest management and for reforestation as set forth in
22 this section may expend annually such sum as is appro-
-23 priated by the general court in purchasing lands situated
24 within the commonwealth and adapted to forest pro-
-25 duction. Land so acquired shall be under the control
26 and management of the forester, who may, subject to
27 the approval of the governor and council, cut and sell
28 trees, wood and other produce therefrom. The price of
29 such land shall not exceed in any instance five dollars
30 per acre, nor shall more than eighty acres be acquired
31 in any one tract in any one year, except that a greater
32 acreage may be so acquired if the land purchased directly
33 affects a source or tributary of water supply in any town
34 of the commonwealth. All such lands shall be conveyed
35 to the commonwealth, and no lands shall be paid for nor
36 shall any money be expended in improvements thereon
37 until all instruments of conveyance and the title to be
38 transferred thereby have been approved by the attorney

39 general, and until such instruments have been executed
40 and recorded. For assisting in reforestation a portion, not
41 exceeding twenty per cent of the money authorized to be

42 expended under this section may be used by the forester
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43 for the distribution, at not less than cost, of seeds and
44 seedlings to land owners who are citizens of the common-
-45 wealth under such conditions and restrictions as the
46 forester, subject to the approval of the governor and
47 council, may impose. The owners of land purchased
48 under this section, or their heirs and assigns, may re-
-49 purchase the land within ten years after the purchase
50 upon paying the price originally paid by the common-
-51 wealth, with interest at the rate of four per cent per
52 annum, together with the amount expended in improve-
-53 ments and maintenance. The commissioner, with the
54 approval of the governor and council, may execute in
55 behalf of the commonwealth such deeds of reconveyance
56 as may be necessary, and every such deed shall contain
57 a restriction that trees planted by the commonwealth of
58 less than eight inches in diameter at the butt shall not
59 be cut from such property except with the approval of
60 the forester.
61 The commissioner may, subject to the approval of the
62 governor and council, and subject to the rights of re-
-63 purchase conferred by this section upon the grantor to
64 the commonwealth, after a public hearing, sell or exchange
65 any land thus acquired, if in his judgment such sale or
66 exchange is advantageous to the commonwealth, and may
67 also grant such rights of way across said lands for roads,
68 railroads, railways, telephone, telegraph and transmission
69 lines, canals, pipe lines and water supplies, which in his
70 judgment, are necessary and will serve the public interest,
71 and may execute such deeds of conveyance or other
72 papers as may be necessary.




