
House of Representatives, March 7, 1923.

The committee on Public Service, to whom was recom-
mitted the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 675)
of William J. Leonard relative to the appointment of court
officers of the Supreme Judicial Court and the Superior Court,
report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

EDWARD C. HINCKLEY.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Appointment of Officers of the Supreme

Judicial Court and the Superior Court.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

CJje Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

1 Section 1. Section sixty-nine of chapter two hundred
2 and twenty-one of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “sheriffs”, in the first line
4 the words: or court officers, and by inserting after
5 the word “sheriffs”, in the eighth line, the words:
6 court officers, so as to read as follows: Section 69.
7 Not more than four deputy sheriffs or court officers shall
8 receive compensation for attendance upon any civil sit-
-9 ting of the supreme judicial court or a sitting of the
10 superior court for civil business or for both civil and
11 criminal business unless in the supreme judicial court the
12 presiding justice and in the superior court the presiding
13 justice or the district attorney in writing requires the
14 sheriff to procure the attendance for the whole or a por-
-15 tion of such sitting of an additional number. Not more
16 than six deputy sheriffs, court officers or constables shall
17 receive compensation for attendance upon any criminal
18 sitting of the superior court for criminal business unless
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19 the district attorney in writing requires the sheriff to
20 procure the attendance for the whole or a portion of such
21 sitting of an additional number.

1 Section 2. Section seventy-two of said chapter two
2 hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by adding at
3 the end thereof the following: In Suffolk county offi-
-4 cers in attendance upon the supreme judicial court, and
5 upon the superior court, may be interchanged or trans-
-6 ferred from either of said courts to the other court by
7 the sheriff —so as to read as follows: Section 72.
8 Officers appointed as court officers to attend upon the
9 sessions of the supreme judicial or superior court in any

10 county, including chief deputies and the chief court offi-
-11 cer in Worcester county designated under the preceding
12 section, shall hold office during good behavior and until
13 they are removed by the sheriff of the county for which
14 they were appointed, for cause approved by the justices
15 of the court for attendance upon which they were ap-
-16 pointed. Court officers appointed to attend upon both
17 of said courts may be removed for cause approved by
18 the justices of either of said courts. In Suffolk county
19 officers in attendance upon the supreme judicial court,
20 and upon the superior court may be interchanged or
21 transferred from either of said courts to the other court
22 by the sheriff.

1 Section 3. Section sixty-six of chapter thirty-two of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in
3 the seventh line, the word “therein”, and inserting in
4 place thereof the words: —in either or both of said
5 courts, and by striking out, in the ninth line, the
6 word “court’ , and inserting in place thereof the word:
7 courts, so as to read as follows: Section 66. Any
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8 court officer of the supreme judicial or superior court, who
9 in the judgment of the sheriff of his county, is disabled

10 for useful service in either of said courts, and who is
11 certified by a physician, designated by the sheriff, to be
12 permanently incapacitated, either mentally or physically,
13 by injuries sustained through no fault of his own, in the
14 actual performance of his duty in said court, and any
15 court officer of either of said courts who has performed
16 faithful service in either or both of said courts not less
17 than twenty years, and who in the judgment of the sheriff
18 of his county is incapacitated for further service in said
19 courts, shall, if the sheriff so requests, with the approval
20 of a majority of the justices of the court in which he
21 serves, be retired, and shall annually receive a pension
22 equal to one half of the compensation received by him
23 at the time of his retirement.


