
House of Representatives, March 23, 1923.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 628)
if the Massachusetts League of Women Voters and others
'or legislation requiring the consent of both parents to the
marriage of minors, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

JOHN C. HULL.

No. 1344HOUSE
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AN ACT
Requiring the Consent of Both Parents to the Marriage of

a Minor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative s
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-five of chapter two hundred and seven
2 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter ninety-
-3 eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-two, is
4 hereby further amended by striking out all after the
5 word “minor - ’, in the fifth line down to and including
6 the word “the”, in the ninth line and inserting in place
7 thereof the words: —, if the parents or surviving parent
8 of such minor, or, if only one such parent resides in the
9 commonwealth, that parent, or, if neither such parent is

10 alive and a resident thereof, a legal guardian, has con-
-11 sented to such order. If a parent has deserted his family,
12 it shall not be necessary to obtain his consent to such
13 order. If a, —so as to read as follows: Section 25.
14 The probate court for the county where, or a district
15 court within the judicial district of which, a minor under
16 the age specified in the preceding section resides may,
17 after hearing, make an order allowing the marriage of
18 such minor, if the parents or surviving parent of such
19 minor, or, if only one such parent resides in the coffi-

-20 monwealth, that parent, or, if neither such parent is alive
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21 and a resident thereof, a legal guardian, has consented
22 to such order. If a parent has deserted his family, it
23 shall not be necessary to obtain his consent to such order.
24 If a parent whose consent would be required if living in
25 the commonwealth lives outside thereof and the address
26 of such parent is known, such notice of the proceedings
27 shall be given him as the probate or district court may
28 order; but no notice need be given to a parent who has
29 deserted his family. Said court may also after hearing
30 make such order in the case of a person whose age is
31 alleged to exceed that specified in the preceding section,
32 but who is unable to produce an official record of birth,
33 whereby the reasonable doubt of the clerk or registrar,
34 as exercised under section thirty-five, may be removed.
35 Upon receipt of a certified copy of such order by the
36 clerk or registrar of the town where such minor resides,
37 he shall receive the notice required by law and issue a
38 certificate as in other cases.




