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The committee on Street Railways, to whom was referred 
so much of the recommendations of the Department of Pub
lic Utilities (House, No. 119) as relates to authorizing cities 
and towns to contribute toward the cost of street railway 
service therein, report the accompanying bill (new draft of 
House, No. 126).

For the committee,

GEO. LOUIS R IC H A R D S.



Cbe Commontoealti) of ^assac!)u0ctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
Authorizing Cities and Towns to Contribute toward the Cost 

o f Street Railway Service Therein.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and sixty-one of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the fol-
3 lowing new.section: •—
4 Section 161. Any city, except Boston, by vote of its
5 city council, and any town, by majority vote of the
6 voters thereof present and voting thereon at a town
7 meeting, may, from time to time, for the purpose of
8 avoiding a reduction or discontinuance of service, enter
9 into an agreement with a street railway company opera-

10 ting a street railway in such city or town to pay any part
11 or all of any excess of the cost of the service on the lines
12 of the com pany operated in such city or town above the
13 amount of the receipts from such lines arising from the
14 rates and fares in effect thereon during the period covered
15 by any such agreement; provided, that no contribution
16 under said agreement shall in any year exceed in such a
17 city the sum of one dollar, or in such a town the sum of
18 two dollars, for each one thousand dollars of the a s s e s s e d

19 valuation of the year preceding the date of such agree-
20 ment, and in no event shall it exceed one thousand dol-



21 lars in any year unless the payment of any such excess is
22 first approved by the deparment of public utilities. Said
23 department shall, upon application of any city or town
24 agreeing as aforesaid, determine any question relating to
25 the character or extent of the service rendered or facilities 
20 furnished in such city or town in pursuance of said agree- 
27 ment, in the event of differences arising between the street 
2S railway company and such city or town in relation
29 thereto. Any such city or town may raise by taxation
30 such amounts as may be necessary to carry out the pro-
31 visions of this section.
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