
No. 1464HOUSE
Accompanying the petition of George M. Kline relative to the

commitment of persons to the Bridgewater State Hospital and to the
transfer or discharge of inmates thereof. Legal Affairs. April 23.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Three.

AN ACT
Relative to the Commitment of Persons to the Bridgewater

State Hospital and to the Transfer or Discharge of In-
mates thereof.

1 Whereas , The deferred operation of this act would
therefore it is hereby declared
necessary for the immediate

2 tend to defeat its purpose.
3 to be an emergency law
4 preservation of the public peace, safety and convenience.

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended as follows: —-Section twenty-
-3 two is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 22A. The department shall have the same
6 authority with regard to the commitment, transfer or

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:
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7 discharge of insane inmates of the Bridgewater state
8 hospital now or hereafter used for the care of the insane,
9 which it has over the inmates of other state hospitals

10 under the provisions of said chapter; but the said
11 Bridgewater state hospital shall remain under jurisdiction
12 of the department of correction and the control of the
13 superintendent of the state farm.
14 Section one hundred is hereby amended by inserting
15 after the word “hospital”, in the sixth line, the words:
16 or to the Bridgewater state hospital, • and also by in-
-17 sorting after the word “limitations”, in the same line,
18 the words: subject to the provisions of section one
19 hundred and five of this chapter, —so as to read as
20 follows: Section 100. If a person under complaint or
21 indictment for any crime is, at the time appointed for
22 trial or sentence, or at any time prior thereto, found by
23 the court to be insane or in such mental condition that
24 his commitment to an institution for the insane is neces-

25 sary for his proper care or observation pending the deter-
-26 mination of his insanity, the court may commit him to a
27 state hospital or to the Bridgewater state hospital under
28 such limitations, subject to the provisions of section one
29 hundred and five of this chapter, as it may order. The
30 court may in its discretion employ one or more experts
31 in insanity, or other physicians qualified as provided in
32 section fifty-three, to examine the defendant, and all
33 reasonable expenses incurred shall be audited and paid
34 as in the case of other court expenses. A copy of the
35 complaint or indictment and of the medical certificates
36 attested by the clerk shall be delivered with such person
37 in accordance with section fifty-three. If reconveyed to

38 jail or custody under section one hundred and five, he

39 shall be held in accordance with the terms of the process
40 by which he was originally committed or confined.
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41 Section one hundred and one is hereby amended by
42 inserting after the word “hospital”, in the third line, the
43 words:-—or to the Bridgewater state hospital, —so as
44 to read as follows; Section 101. If a person indicted
45 for murder or manslaughter is acquitted by the jury by
46 reason of insanity, the court shall order him to be com-
-47 mitted to a state hospital or to the Bridgewater state
48 hospital during his natural life. The governor, with the
49 advice and consent of the council, may discharge such a
50 person therefrom when he is satisfied after an investiga-
-51 tion by the department that such discharge will not

52 cause danger to others.
53 Section one hundred and five is hereby amended by
54 inserting after the word “four”, in the third line, the
55 words: or of the commissioner of correction and the
56 superintendent of the Bridgewater state hospital when
57 the removal has been made thereto, so as to read as
58 follows: Section 105. When in the opinion of the
59 trustees and superintendent of the state hospital to
60 which a prisoner has been removed under section one
61 hundred or section one hundred and four, or of the com-
62 missioner of correction and the superintendent of the
63 Bridgewater state hospital when the removal has been
64 made thereto, the prisoner is restored to sanity, they
65 shall so certify upon the commitment, and notice accom-
-66 panied by a written statement regarding the mental
67 condition of the prisoner shall be given to the keeper or
68 master of the jail or house of correction, the superinten-
-69 dent of the prison, or to the person having custody of
70 him at the time of the removal, who shall thereupon
71 cause the prisoner to be reconveyed to the jail, house of
72 correction, prison, or custody from which he was removed.




