
HOUSE No. 1529

House of Representatives, May 9, 1923.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the Bill to revise the militia law (House, No. 1435), report
(in part), the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

SLATER WASHBURN.
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Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Paragraph (b) of section eighty-six of
2 chapter thirty-three of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out the words “The Judge Advo-
-4 cate”, at the beginning of the first line of said paragraph,
5 and inserting in place thereof the words: Except
6 when ordered on duty under sections twenty-nine or
7 thirty, the state judge advocate shall receive a salary of
8 fifteen hundred dollars; and, and by striking out the
9 period at the end of said paragraph, and inserting a

10 comma and the words: —and perform such other duty

11 as the commander-in-chief may direct, —so that said
12 paragraph as amended shall read: Section 86. (b ).

13 Except when ordered on duty under sections twenty-

-14 nine or thirty, the state judge advocate shall receive a

15 salary of fifteen hundred dollars; and shall examine and
16 report in writing on all proceedings of courts-martial
17 requiring the action of the commander-in-chief and, in
18 matters referred to him by law or by the commander-in-
-19 chief, shall be legal adviser of the militia department of
20 the commonwealth and shall bring all necessary actions,
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21 and perform such other duty as the commander-in-chief
22 may direct.

1 Section 2. Section one hundred is hereby amended
2 by striking out the words “a brigadier” in line one and
3 inserting after the word “general” in line one, the word:
4 officers, so that said section as amended shall read:
5 Section 100. The term of office of general officers of
6 the line shall be five years from the date of appointment,
7 and such officers shall be ineligible for reappointment in
8 the same grade. The time during which such an officer
9 is in the service of the United States, shall be excluded
10 from, and shall be in addition to, the term of office
11 herein specified.

1 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of section one hundred and
2 forty-five of said chapter thirty-three is hereby amended
3 by inserting the words: division and, before the
4 word “brigade”, in the first line of said paragraph, —so
5 that said section as amended shall read; Section lAS.
6 (a). Division and brigade commanders may, six times
7 in each year, call meetings for instruction of their staff
8 officers, including attached departmental officers, field
9 officers, adjutants, and captains of unattached companies

10 of their commands, at some convenient place within the
11 limits of their brigades, or at such place as the com-
-12 mander-in-chief may designate. The commanding officer
13 of each regiment, separate battalion or squadron and
14 such other organizations as may be authorized by the
15 commander-in-chief, or of the first corps of cadets may
16 call similar meetings of the officers and noncommissioned
17 officers of li is command, including attached departmental
18 officers, six times in each year. No compensation shall
19 be allowed for attendance at such meetings, but the
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20 officers and noncommissioned officers attending such meet-
-21 ings shall be provided with the necessary transportation,
22 at the rates established by law, when the distance trav-
-23 eled exceeds five miles.

1 Section 4. Section one hundred and forty-six of said
2 chapter thirty-three is hereby amended by inserting the
3 words: division and, —before the word “brigade”, in the
4 first line of said section, and by striking out the word
5 “four”, in the sixteenth line of said section, and inserting
6 in place thereof the word: six, —so that said section
7 as amended shall read; Section 146. Division and bri-
-8 gade commanders may visit the headquarters and com-
-9 panics of the commands whenever they deem it necessary

10 for military instruction. The commanding officer of each
11 regiment, separate battalion or squadron, and such other
12 organizations as may be authorized by the commander-
-13 in-chief, or of the first corps of cadets may visit the com-
-14 panics in his command six times each year; field and
15 staff officers, such companies as they are ordered to visit
16 by regimental, separate battalion, squadron or such other
17 organization commanders as may be authorized by the
18 commander-in-chief, six times each year; brigade staff
19 officers, including attached department officers, when
20 ordered to do so by their commanding officers, may visit
21 each company in their brigade once in each year. The
22 state ordnance officer may visit competitions of company
23 teams in regimental, battalion, squadron and corps com-
-24 petitions, and competitions of regimental, battalion,
25 squadron and corps teams in state matches. Mileage for
26 such visits shall be allowed on receipt of returns therefor
27 at the rate of six cents a mile each way, the distance
28 being computed by the line of the most direct railway
29 communication from the residence of the officers, or by
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30 such route as may be approved by the commander-in-
-31 chief.

1 Section 5. Paragraph (a) of section one hundred
2 and fifty-one of said chapter is hereby amended
3 by striking out the word “one”, at the end of
4 the fourth line of said paragraph, and the words “hun-
-5 dred and thirty-six”, in the fifth line of said para-
-6 graph, and the words “like grade in the Regular Army”,
7 in the sixth line of said paragraph, and inserting in said
8 sixth line after the word “of”, the words; the Na-
-9 tional Guard, when in federal service, —so that said
10 paragraph as amended shall read: Section 151. (a).
11 There shall be allowed and paid per diem to officers of the
12 land forces, on rolls and accounts kept in such form as
13 the commander-in-chief may prescribe, for the duty pre-
-14 scribed by sections twenty-one, twenty-nine, thirty and
15 one hundred and thirty-five, the same per diem pay as is
16 received by officers of the National Guard, when in
17 federal service.

1 Section 6. Section one hundred and fifty-two of said
2 chapter is hereby amended by inserting the following
3 paragraph; -
4 Section 152. (c). All claims for injury to private prop-
-5 erty occasioned by members of the volunteer militia
6 while in the performance of duty under the provisions of
7 sections twenty-one, twenty-nine, thirty and one hun-
-8 dred and thirty-five, shall be inquired into by a board of
9 three officers appointed by the commander-in-chief. The

10 board shall have the same power to take evidence, ad-
-11 minister oaths, issue subpoenas and compel witnesses to

and testify and produce books and papers and to
13_punish their failure to do so as is possessed by a general
H court-martial. The findings of the board shall be subject
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15 to the approval of the commander-in-chief. The amount
16 found due to the owner by the said board to the extent
17 that its findings are approved by the commander-in-chief
18 shall be paid from the fund established by the following
19 section.

1 Section 7. Paragraph (a) of section one hundred and
2 fifty-seven of said chapter thirty-three is hereby amended
3 by striking out the words “one hundred”, at the end of
4 the third line of said paragraph, and the words “and
5 thirty-six”, in the fourth line of said paragraph, and the
6 word “four”, in the thirteenth line of said paragraph,
7 and inserting in place thereof in said thirteenth line, the
8 word: six, so that said paragraph as amended shall
9 read: Section 157. (a). There shall be allowed and

10 paid to each officer and soldier required to travel on
11 duty, as follows: under sections twenty-one, twenty-
-12 nine, thirty and one hundred and thirty-five, mileage at
13 the rates established by law computed by the most direct
14 railroad communication from the place where the head-
-15 quarters of the various commands and the armories of
16 the companies are situated and return, or by such route
17 as may be approved by the commander-in-chief; and
18 when upon duty as a member or judge advocate of any
19 military court or board, or as a witness or defendant
20 before such court or board, when attending meetings of
21 officers and noncommissioned officers, as provided in
22 section one hundred and forty-five; when acting as a

23 paymaster, and in any case when obliged by orders of
24 the commander-in-chief to travel without troops, six
25 cents a mile each way, computed by the most direct rail-
-26 road communication from the residence of the officer or

27 soldier, or by such route as may be approved by the
28 commander-in-chief.
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1 Section 8. Section one hundred and sixty of chapter
2 thirty-three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting the word ”division” before the word “brigade”,
4 in the third line, and after the word “squadron”, in the
5 sixth line, the words: and to such other organizations
6 as may be authorized by the commander-in-chief, so
7 that said section as amended shall read: Section 160.
8 There shall annually be allowed and paid under such
9 regulations as may be promulgated by the commander-

-10 in-chief, for postage, printing, stationery, care of prop-
-11 erty, equipment, military expense, including clerical
12 assistance: to each division and brigade headquarters,
13 one hundred and fifty dollars; to each regimental head-
-14 quarters, twelve hundred dollars, and fifty dollars for
15 every company in the command; to each separate
16 battalion or squadron and to such other organizations
17 as may be authorized by the commander-in-chief and
18 to the first corps of cadets, one hundred and fifty dollars
19 for each Company therein; and to each company, five
20 hundred dollars, and two dollars for each enlisted man
21 attached thereto or enrolled therein, not exceeding the
22 maximum enlisted strength allowed by law.

1 Section 9. Section one hundred and sixty-one is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word “paid”, in
3 the first line, the words: under such regulations as may
4 be promulgated by the commander-in-chief, —so that
5 said section as amended shall read: Section 161. There
6 shall annually be allowed and paid under such regulations
7 as may be promulgated by the commander-in-chief, to
8 each headquarters, department, corps and company, and
9 such other units as may be authorized by the commander-

-10 in-chief, the sum of two dollars for each enlisted man,
11 excepting bandsmen not mustered, attached thereto or



[May, 1923.HOUSE No. 1529.8

12
13
14
15
16

enrolled therein, not exceeding the maximum enlisted
strength allowed by law, the amount so paid to be ex-

pended in the repair and alteration of uniforms, or in

defraying the incidental military expenses of the several
organizations.


