
HOUSE No. 12

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION (UNDER AN ORDER
ADOPTED BY THE HOUSE ON MARCH 15
AND BY THE SENATE ON MARCH 16, 1923)
ON THE DESIRABILITY AND APPROXIMATE
COST OF ACQUIRING A CERTAIN PARCEL
OF LAND IN THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE AD-
JACENT TO THE CHARLES RIVER BASIN
AND EXTENDING FROM BROAD CANAL TO
LECHMERE CANAL IN SAID CITY.

Metropolitan District Commission, 1 Ashburton Place,
Boston, October 10, 1923.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

On March 16, 1923 the following Order, having been
sent up from the House of Representatives for concur-
rence, was adopted in concurrence by the Senate:

Cbe CommontoealtJ) of e^assadbusetts.

Ordered, That the Metropolitan District Commission is hereby re-
quested to investigate and report on the feasibility, desirability and
approximate cost of acquiring a certain parcel of land in the city of
Cambridge adjacent to the Charles River Basin and extending from
Broad Canal to Lechmere Canal in said city. The said commission
shall file its report and recommendations with the Clerk of the House
of Representatives on or before the fifteenth day of October of the cur-
rent year, and at the same time shall file a copy of the same with the
Budget Commissioner as part of the budget estimates required to be
submitted under section four of chapter twenty-nine of the General
Laws.
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The Metropolitan District Commission has made
the investigation required by this order and submits
the following report and recommendation.

The parcel of land described in the order has a
frontage on the Charles River Basin of about twenty-
four hundred feet, an average depth of about two
hundred and fifty feet and an assessed area of 568,232
square feet, or about thirteen acres. The owners,
assessed areas, and assessed values in 1922 of the land
and the buildings thereon are as follows:

, j Assessed Total
17+1 to Q Building AssessedFt.). Land Value. Value .5 Value.

City of Cambridge . . . 349,828 $437,309 Nil $437,300

F. H. Viaux ....
79,200 54,000 Nil ' 54,000

Ginn & Co 80,101 63,600 $32,10 C 95,700
Weeks, Warren & Anthony . 59,103 47,500 | 5 000} 53,200

Totals 568,232 $602,400 $37,800 $640,200

Since the assessment of 1922 was made a number of
the buildings on the land of Ginn and Company and
Weeks, Warren and Anthony have been removed, so
that the value of the property has been somewhat
reduced. The total assessed value in 1922 was $635,-
200 and inasmuch as the City of Cambridge owns
nearly two-thirds of the land, and the remainder is
owned in three parcels by public spirited persons it
is believed that the approximate cost if acquired for
public purposes would not exceed $750,000.

The Commission is of the opinion that the purposes
for which the Charles River Basin was created will be
defeated in considerable measure if the land in ques-
tion is not acquired and dedicated to public uses. The
large expenditure for constructing the dam and tak-
ing and improving the banks of the basin seem to
warrant a further considerable expenditure to secure
and protect this prominent tract of land bordering on
the water. It seems unwise to forego the present
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opportunity to acquire this land before it is developed
and sold for manufacturing purposes. The Commis-
sion therefore deems it feasible and desirable to
acquire the land in question for public uses.

If the General Court deems the cost of acquiring and
developing the entire tract too great it is suggested
that in any event it is desirable to acquire a strip
fronting on the water and having a depth of approxi-
mately one hundred feet. In this way the rear land
could be used for business purposes and the immedi-
ate shore of the basin could be preserved and pro-
tected at a moderate cost.

Respectfully submitted,

JAMES A. BAILEY,
GEO. B. WASON,
WILLIAM H. SQUIRE,
FRANK G. HALL,

Metropolitan District Commission.




