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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS AND THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION (UNDER CHAPTER
19 OF THE RESOLVES OF 1923) RELA-
TIVE TO CONSTRUCTING A PARKWAY OR
BOULEVARD FROM RIVER AND READVILLE
STREETS IN THE HYDE PARK DISTRICT
OF THE CITY OF BOSTON TO THE BLUE
HILLS RESERVATION AT PAUL’S BRIDGE
IN THE TOWN OF MILTON.

Boston, October 11, 1923.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts

Chapter 19 of the Resolves of 1923 provides as
follows:

Cfre Commontoealtf) of

Resolved, That the department of public works and the metropoli-
tan district commission, acting jointly, are hereby directed to investi-
gate the expediency and cost of constructing a parkway or boulevard
beginning at or near the junction of River and Eeadville streets in the
city of Boston and extending to the Blue Hills reservation at or near
Paul’s bridge on Milton street. They shall file their report and recom-
mendations, together with drafts for such legislation, if any, as they
recommend, with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before
October fifteenth in the current year and at the same time shall file
a copy of the same with the budget commissioner as part of the budget
estimates required to be submitted under section four of chapter
twenty-nine of the General Laws. [Approved April 7, 1923.
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As no appropriation was made under this resolve,
this report is based upon data which was obtainable
in the office of the Metropolitan District Commission.

The proposed parkway or boulevard is intended to
connect Stony Brook Reservation with the Neponset
River Reservation, running from Damon Street, Hyde
Park, to Brush Hill Road near Paul’s Bridge, Milton.
The widths of construction would be as follows:

Prom Damon Street to the New York, New Haven
and Hartford Railroad a six foot sidewalk, five foot
planting space and thirty-six foot roadway.

For the viaduct across the New York, New Haven
and Hartford Railroad and Hyde Park Avenue to the
bridge at Neponset River, a thirty-six foot roadway
and two six foot walks.

For the bridge at Neponset River, a thirty-six foot
roadway and two six foot walks.

From the bridge at Neponset River to Brush Hill
Road, a nine foot sidewalk, six foot planting space
and thirty-six foot roadway.

The estimated cost of construction is $594,000. This
estimate does not include the improvement of River
Street from Stony Brook Reservation to Damon
Street, the cost of the possible damages to the rail-
road or the taking of a strip of land of about 10,000
square feet east of Hyde Park Avenue. The entire
length of the work estimated is about 5,700 feet. In-
cluded in this distance is a viaduct which would be
about 1,000 feet long.

The building of this parkway was studied in 1896
and on different occasions since that time the problem
has received attention. While there is no doubt that
when this construction is eventually completed, it will
be a desirable improvement, the advantages obtained
by the public which uses this road at the present time,
do not, in our opinion, compensate for the large ex-
penditure involved. We feel, therefore, that the mat-
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be properly postponed until the need is moreter may
urgent.

Respectfully submitted,

JAMES A. BAILEY,
FRANK (I. HALL,
GEO. B. WASON,
WILLIAM H. SQUIRE,
FRANK A. BAYRD,
doners, Metropolitan District Commissi.Commit m.

RICHARD K. HALE,
JAMES W. SYNAN,
F. E. LYMAN,

Commissioners, Department of Public Works

WILLIAM F. WILLIAMS,
JESSE B. BAXTER,




