
HOUSE No. 22
By Mr. Sullivan of Boston, petition of the Law and Order League,

Inc., that the activities of certain membership corporations and unin-
corporated associations be regulated and that such organizations be
required to make certain returns to the Secretary of the Common-
wealth. Oct. 30, 1923.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

AN ACT
Requiring Certain Membership Corporations and Un-

incorporated Associations to file Certain Informa-
tion with the Secretary of the Commonwealth and
regulating the Powers of Such Organizations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and eighty-two of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end
3 thereof the following new sections:
4 Section 12. Every existing membership corpo-
-5 ration, and every existing unincorporated asso-
-6 ciation having a membership of twenty or more
7 persons, which corporation or association requires
8 an oath as a prerequisite or condition of member-
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9 ship, other than a labor union or organizations
10 composed of Free Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights
11 of Columbus, Knights of Pythias and similar fra-
-12 ternal organizations which have been organized
13 for over a period of ten years prior to January
14 one, nineteen hundred and twenty-four, within
15 thirty days after this article takes effect, and every
16 such corporation or association hereafter organ-
-17 ized, within ten days after the adoption thereof,
18 shall tile with the state secretary a sworn copy of
19 its constitution, by-laws, rules, regulations and
20 oath of membership, together with a roster of
21 its membership and a list of its officers for the
22 current year. Every such corporation and asso-
-23 ciation shall, in case its constitution, by-laws,
24 rules, regulations or oath of membership or any
25 part thereof be revised, changed or amended,
26 within ten days after such revision or amendment
27 file with the state secretary a sworn copy of such
28 revised, changed or amended constitution, by-law,
29 rule, regulation or oath of membership. Every
30 such corporation or association shall at intervals
31 of six months file with the state secretary a sworn
32 statement showing the names and addresses of
33 such additional members as have been received in
34 such corporation or association during such
35 interval.
36 Section 13. Every such corporation or asso-
-37 ciation shall, within ten days after the adoption
38 thereof, file in the office of the state secretary
39 every resolution, or the minutes of any action of
40 such corporation or association, providing for con-
-41 certed action of its members or of a part thereof
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42 to promote or defeat legislation, federal, state or
43 municipal, or to support or to defeat any candi-
-44 date for political office.
45 Section 14. It shall be unlawful for any such
46 corporation or association to send, deliver, mail
47 or transmit to any person in this commonwealth
48 who is not a member of such corporation or asso-
-49 ciation any anonymous letter, document, leaflet or
50 other written or printed matter, and all such let-
-51 ters, documents, leaflets or other written or printed
52 matter, intended for a person not a member of
53 such corporation or association, shall bear on the
54 same the name of such corporation or association
55 and the names of the officers thereof together with
56 the addresses of the latter.
57 Section 15. Any corporation or association vio-
-58 lating any provision of sections twelve to fourteen,
59 inclusive, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punish-
-60 able by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars
61 nor more than ten thousand dollars. Any officer
62 of such corporation or association and every mem-
-63 her of the board of directors, trustees or other
64 similar body, who violates any provision of this
65 article or permits or acquiesces in the violation
66 of any provision of this article by any such cor-
-67 poration shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Any
68 person who becomes a member of any such corpo-
-69 ration or association, or remains a member thereof,
70 or attends a meeting thereof, with knowledge that
71 such corporation or association has failed to com-
-72 ply with any provision of this article, shall he
73 guilty of a misdemeanor.




