
HOUSE No. 33

By Mr. Richards of Malden, netition of the Automobile Legal
Association that the operation of motor vehicles by persons who
are under the influence of intoxicating liquor be made a crime
punishable by imprisonment. Nov. 7, 1923.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

AN ACT
Relative to the Operation of Motor Vehicles while

under the Influence of Intoxicating liquor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter ninety of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 twenty-four the following section:
4 Section 24A. Whoever upon any tray operates
5 a motor vehicle while under the influence of intox-
-6 icating liquor shall be punished by imprisonment
7 for not less than three months nor more than two
8 years. A conviction of a violation of this section
9 shall be reported forthwith by the court or magis-

10 trate to the registrar, who shall revoke immediately
11 the license of the person so convicted, and no
12 appeal from the judgment shall operate to stay the
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13 revocation of the license. If it appears by the

14 records of the registrar that the person so con-

-15 yicted is the owner of a motor vehicle or has the

16 exclusive control of any motor vehicle as a manu-

-17 factnrer or dealer, the registrar may revoke the

18 certificate of registration of any or all motor

19 vehicles so owmed or exclusively controlled. The

20 registrar in his discretion may issue a new license

21 to any person acquitted in the appellate court,
22 but no new license shall be issued by the registrar

28 to any person convicted of operating a motoi

24 vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating

25 liquor until three years after the date of final con-

-26 viction. The prosecution for the violation of the

27 provisions of this section shall not be placed on

28 file or otherwise disposed of except by trial, judg-

29 ment and sentence according to the regular couise

30 of criminal proceedings.

1 Section 2. All parts of section twenty-four of

2 chapter ninety of the General Laws inconsistent
3 with this section are hereby repealed.


