
HOUSE No. 59

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE (UNDER
CHAPTER 57 OF THE RESOLVES OF 1923)
RELATIVE TO CONSTRUCTING A NEW
BUILDING FOR THE SUPREME JUDICIAL
COURT, THE ARCHIVES DIVISION OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE SECRE-
TARY AND THE STATE LIBRARY.

State House, Boston, November 22, 1923.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled.

Gentlemen : —On May 16, 1923, the Legislature
passed the following Resolve;

Resolved, That the commission on administration and finance is
hereby authorized to investigate and report as to the necessity
or advisability of constructing a new building for the supreme
judicial court, the archives division of the state secretary’s depart-
ment and the state library. The commission shall file its report
with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the
fifteenth day of October of the current year, and at Ihe same
time shall file a copy of the same with the budget commissioner
as a part of the budget estimates required to be submitted under
section four of chapter twenty-nine of the General Laws.

Since the Legislature passed this resolve arrange-
ments have been made which remove the State Library
from the subject under discussion. The Governor and
Council have allocated to the State Library Trustees
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the large basement room in the west wing of the State
House. The dimensions of this room are 160 xsox 23
feet, and if it were tilled with books in standard stacks
it would hold 360,000, or more than 75% of all the
books in the State Library. State Librarian Redstone
plans to move the newspaper tiles from the mezzanine
floor of the library room to this new annex. This will
free sufficient space to move the law stacks from the
present reading room floor to the mezzanine floor,
and will largely increase the present reading room
seating capacity. The seating capacity has been in-
creased during this summer from 70 to 100, by the
substitution of standard library tables and chairs, and
when the law stacks are moved this number can, if
necessary, be increased to 150, which should be ample
for an indefinite period. It might be well to call atten-
tion to the fact that the principal use of the State
Library reading room is by law students from several
law schools located on Beacon Hill. So long as there
is ample room to accommodate these students there is
no reason to limit such attendance. If the number
should increase beyond the reasonable capacity of the
room, it would seem proper to restrict law student use
to certain days or certain hours of the day. With the
increased capacity of the reading room we do not
believe that such action will be necessary for many
years.

An expenditure of $15,000 will equip this new library
annex with steel newspaper and book stacks. Then
it will be possible to move to this annex the newspapers
and 160,000 books which are seldom used. Additional
volumes are accumulating in the State Library at the
rate of 6,000 a year. This expenditure will take care
of the expansion of the State Library for twenty-five
years. Stacks for about 100,000 additional volumes
can be placed in the annex when necessary.

We do not find that the Secretary of State’s archives
are seriously crowded. There is a gradual natural
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increase, but State Librarian Redstone advises us that
he can permit the Secretary of State to use a portion
of this new library annex for such archives as cannot
be accommodated in the present space. We believe
that this will take care of additional archives for many
years.

Since no additional room in a new building is re-
quired for the State Library or the State archives, the
question arises whether a new building is advisable
for the Supreme Court alone.

We have approached this subject with the firm belief
that in this period of high taxes and high building costs
no new building for the Supreme Court should be con-
structed, provided the present quarters are adequate
and comfortable or can be made so.

The Supreme Court moved from the site of the City
Hall annex into the Suffolk County Court House in
1890. In 1907 and the five years following $931,930.11
was expended to provide additional court room accom-
modations in the Court House. Of this amount the
State will finally pay one-third, or approximately
$310,000.

With the assistance of an architect we have investi
gated the rooms occupied by the Supreme Court to
determine whether, by some re-arrangements, more
space could be made available. The two court rooms
are of sufficient size. Adjoining the court rooms the
justices have a lobby and a consultation room (32 ft.
x 24 ft.), both of which seem suitable for the require-
ments. Near the consultation room the Chief Justice
has a private office. Those who object to present con-
ditions claim that each justice should have a private
office, and we concur with this view. There appear
to be rooms available for this purpose. Justices
HeCourey and Crosby share two offices immediately
above the lobby on the mezzanine floor, a private stair-
way connecting. This leaves four justices who are
not provided with private offices.

On the same floor and adjoining the full bench court
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room are two rooms known as the mahogany rooms,
one 20 feet square and the other 16 feet square. At
present each room is used by a stenographer. We
would suggest that these rooms be used as private
offices for two of the justices.

Adjoining the Equity Court room are three rooms
which contain the law library formerly belonging to
the late John L. Thorndike. We suggest that this
library be removed to the Social Law Library to be
maintained there for the exclusive use of the Supreme
Court justices. A portion of the library and the two
law clerks could be located in Rooms 415 and 416,
adjoining the Social Law Library. There is ample
space in the stack room for the balance of the Thorn-
dike library. There is an electric book elevator from
the justices’ rooms to the Social Law Library which
permits the convenient use of the library by the jus-
tices. If the Thorndike library were so removed two
of the rooms which it now occupies, one 17% ft. x 21
ft., the other 14 x 17% ft., would be available for pri-
vate offices for the tw7o remaining justices. If it were
considered desirable, a seven-foot wooden screen could
be built at the side of the Equity Court room, giving
the justices a private passageway between these two
rooms and the consultation room and lobby. We sug-
gest that the third room now occupied by the library
be used as a consultation room.

On the mezzanine floor, connected by a private stair-
way, are the two offices now used by Justices
DeCourcy and Crosby. Also on this floor are two
small rooms for stenographers. We suggest changes
in partitions which would enlarge these two rooms to
14 ft. x 18% ft. and 17 ft. xlB ft. These rooms would
be ample for four stenographers.

We would suggest that a modern system of private
telephones be installed, connecting all offices, the jus-
tices, stenographers, law7 clerks, reporters, etc.

We have further planned for the private use of the
Supreme Court justices an electric, automatic passen-
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ger elevator from the street floor to the main court
room floor and the mezzanine floor.

The estimated cost of these improvements is $15,000.
With these proposed changes each justice would

have a private office, and there would be three other
rooms available for consultation. With court rooms
of ample size, with each justice provided with a private
office, with two rooms for stenographers and three con-
sultation rooms, we believe that there would be no
justification at the present time for the construction by
the State of a Supreme Court building.

HOMER LORING.
R. L. WHIPPLE.
THOMAS W. WHITE.
JAMES C. McCORMICK.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

RESOLVE

Providing for Improvements in the Quarters occupied

by the Supreme Judicial Court in the Suffolk County

Court House.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission be

2 established, to consist of the sheriff of Suffolk
3 county and two other persons appointed by the

4 governor, to make certain improvements, subject

5 to appropriation to be made hereafter, in the

6 quarters occupied by the supreme judicial comt
7 in the Suffolk county court house.
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