
HOUSE No. 105

(

Accompanying the fifth recommendation of the Police Commis-
sioner for the city of Boston (House, No. 100). Judiciary
Joint). Dee. 6, 1923

An Act relative to Evidence in the Trial of Persons
for the Commission of Felony against the Person
while armed.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as folio

1 Section ten of chapter two hundred and sixty-

-2 nine of the General Laws, as amended hy section
3 one of chapter two hundred and forty-eight of the

4 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is

5 hereby further amended hy adding at the end
—ln the trial of a person
a felony or for an attempt

6 thereof the following
7 for the commission o;

8 to commit a felony against the person of another,
9 the fact that he was armed with a pistol or revolver

10 and had no permit to carry the same shall be prima

11 facie evidence of his intention to commit or attempt
12 to commit said felony, so as to read as follow s :

13 —Section 10. Whoever, except as provided by law,
14 carries on his person or under his control in a

15 vehicle a pistol or revolver, loaded or unloaded,
16 without permission under section one hundred and
17 thirty-one of chapter one hundred and forty, or
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18 whoever so carries any stiletto, dagger, dirk knife,
19 slung shot or metallic knuckles, or whoever, when
20 arrested upon a warrant for an alleged crime or
21 when arrested while committing a crime or a breach
22 or disturbance of the public peace, is armed with,
23 or has on his person or under his control in a
24 vehicle, a billy or dangerous weapon other than
25 those herein mentioned, shall be punished by a fine
26 of not less than one hundred nor more than five
27 hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not less
28 than six months nor more than two and one half
29 years in a jail or house of correction or for not
30 less than two and one half years nor more than five
31 years in the state prison, or by both such fine and
32 imprisonment, and upon conviction the pistol or
33 other article shall be confiscated by the common-
-34 wealth. The pistol or article so confiscated shall,
35 by the authority of the written order of the court
36 or trial justice, be forwarded by common carrier to
37 the comissioner of public safety, who, upon receipt
38 of the same, shall notify said court or justice
39 thereof. Said officer may sell or destroy the same,
40 and, in case of a sale, after paying the cost of for-
-41 warding the article, shall pay over the net proceeds
42 to the commonwealth. In the trial of a person for
43 the commission of a felony or for an attempt to
44 commit a felony against the person of another, the
45 fact that he was armed with a pistol or revolver
46 and had no permit to carry the same shall be prima
47 facie evidence of his intention to commit or attempt
48 to commit said felony.


