
Metropolitan District Commission
1 Ashburton Place, Boston, December 5, 1923.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In compliance with Section 33, Chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by

Section 43, Chapter 362, Acts of 1923, I have the honor to submit herewith such
part of the annual report of the Metropolitan District Commission as contains
recommendations for legislative action, accompanied by a draft of the bill embody-
ing the legislation recommended.

Yours respectfully,

JAMES A. BAILEY,
Commissioner.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COM
MISSION.

From Chestnut Hill and Spot Pond reservoirs water is drawn directly into the
distributing mains and thence to the faucets of consumers. At certain seasons
hundreds of gulls disport themselves in both these reservoirs and pollute the waters
thereof. In addition to the pollution naturally caused by water birds flocking for
long periods in fresh water basins there is also pollution resulting from the fact
that many gulls feed in and mingle with the sewage discharged at Moon Island
and fly thence to Chestnut Hill and Spot Pond reservoirs to bathe and rest. Re-
peated attempts to drive out these birds by firing blank cartridges have resulted
in failure. The gulls quickly learn that no harm is done them and continue in
large numbers to frequent these reservoirs.

It is not asserted that disease to human beings has been traced to the drinking
of these waters, polluted by gulls, but it is asserted that the waters are seriously
polluted by the birds; that there is an ever present danger from disease due to
such pollution; that the people of the district are entitled to pure water; and that
for reasons of sentiment, if for no other reasons, gulls should be kept out of drinking
water.

It is believed that if authority is given to shoot gulls in these reservoirs, the
birds can be kept out without any general slaughter. The shooting of a small
number will tend to educate the mass to keep away.

It is therefore recommended that authority be given to the Commission to take
such reasonable means and use such appliances and weapons as may be necessary
to prevent the frequenting and defilement of the waters of said reservoirs.
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