
HOUSE No. 199
, Accompanying the first recommendation of the Secretary of

the Commonwealth (House, No. 198). State Administration. Dec.
6, 1923.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act providing for taking the Decennial Census.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act
2 would tend to defeat its purpose, which is to pro-
3 vide for the taking of the decennial census in nine-
-4 teen hundred and twenty-five, therefore it is hereby
5 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
6 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The decennial census of the inhab-
-2 itants of each city and town of the commonwealth
3 and a special enumeration of the legal voters there-
-4 of, as required by Articles XXI and XXII of the
5 amendments to the constitution, and as specified
6 by section eight of chapter nine of the General
7 Laws, shall be taken by the secretary of the com-
-8 monwealth as of the first day of April in the year
9 nineteen hundred and twenty-five. The state cen-

-10 sus director, hereinafter called the director, under
11 the supervision of the secretary of the common-
-12 wealth, hereinafter called the secretary, shall have
13 charge of collecting, compiling and publishing in-

Cljc Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts.



HOUSE No. 199. [Jan.9

14 formation in connection with the decennial census.
15 The census shall be taken by means of printed
16 schedules which shall embrace, besides the questions
17 necessary to obtain the information required as
18 aforesaid, such other questions as may be deemed
19 expedient by the secretary, subject to the approval
20 of the governor and council.

1 Section 2. For the purpose of obtaining the in-
-2 formation called for by this act, the director shall
3 divide the commonwealth into enumeration districts
4 and the secretary shall appoint enumerators, inter-
-5 preters, inspectors, and special agents who shall be
6 paid such rates of compensation as may be fixed by
7 him subject to the approval of the governor and
8 council, except that in extreme emergencies or in
9 districts in which suitable enumerators and inter-

-10 preters cannot be obtained at the rate of compensa-
-11 tion fixed as aforesaid, the secretary may fix a rate
12 which, in his judgment, is reasonable under the cir-
-13 cumstances; and the appointment of enumerators,
14 interpreters, inspectors and special agents shall be
15 in accordance with such rules and tests as the di-

-16 rector may devise for this purpose; provided, how-
-17 ever, that enumerators shall be, so far as is prac-
-18 ticable, residents of the cities and towns for which
19 they are appointed.
20 The secretary may appoint and remove not more
21 than four chiefs of divisions, who shall be directly
22 responsible to the director and who shall receive
23 a salary of not more than three thousand dollars per
24 annum each, and who shall be required to devote
25 their entire time to the service and shall not be
26 allowed extra compensation for overtime service.
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27 The secretary may appoint and remove clerks,
28 stenographers, and other office employees, who shall
29 be paid such rates of compensation as may be fixed
30 by him. Except as otherwise provided herein all
31 appointments under this section shall be in ac-

-32 cordance with the provisions of section seven of
33 chapter nine of the General Laws. Whenever, for
34 the purpose of expediting the work of the census or
35 the publication of the results thereof, it shall be
36 deemed necessary to require clerks, stenographers
37 or other office employees to work more than the
38 usual number of actual working hours in any one

39 day, they may be paid extra compensation based
40 upon the regular rate of pay, if the overtime is au-
-41 thorized by the director.

1 Section 3. Upon the petition of any city or town
2 government of the commonwealth filed with the
3 secretary prior to the first day of January in the
4 year nineteen hundred and twenty-five for an enum-
-5 eration of the municipality in such manner as to
6 show the number of inhabitants and legal voters in
7 each street, square or avenue, or in such blocks or
8 squares of the as may be designated,
9 and specifying the details with which it is desired

10 that the results thereof shall be tabulated, the
11 enumeration shall so be made; provided, that the
12 director is able to procure such maps or plans as
13 may be necessary for this purpose. The tabulations
14 herein provided for shall be limited to such in-
-15 quiries as appear upon the regular schedules for
16 the census of population provided for in section one
17 of this act, and upon the completion of the tabula-
-18 tions aforesaid made for any municipality under
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19 the provisions of this section and the determination
20 of the expense incurred therefor, the state treasurer
21 shall issue his warrant as provided in section twen-
-22 ty of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws, re-
-2,S quiring the assessors of the municipalities con-
-24 cerned to assess a tax to the amount of such ex-
-25 penses, and the said amount shall be collected and
26 paid over to the state treasurer in the same manner
27 as other state taxes. A copy of any tabulations
28 made in accordance with this section shall, as soon
29 as possible thereafter, be filed by the secretary with
30 the city or town clerk of the municipality for which
31 they are prepared.

1 Section 4. The enumerators, interpreters, in-
-2 spectors, special agents and other persons appointed
3 under this act shall be furnished with a commission
4 certifying to their appointment and a suitable
5 badge of authority; and before entering upon the
6 discharge of their duties shall take and subscribe
7 an oath or affirmation that they will faithfully per-
-8 form to the best of their ability the duties imposed
9 upon them and that they will support the constitu-

-10 tion and laws of the commonwealth; and each
11 enumerator in making returns to the director shall
12 sign and transmit therewith a certification, proper-
-13 ly sworn to, that the information reported in such
14 returns is correct to the best of his knowledge and
15 belief. Upon the completion of his duties each em-
-16 ployee, specified above, shall forward to the di-
-17 rector his commission and badge.

1 Section 5. Upon the completion of the canvass
2 of the district to which he is assigned, each enumer-
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3 ator shall forward to the director a voucher prop-
-4 erly sworn to, certifying to the number of days
5 taken in making the canvass, the number of persons
6 enumerated, and such other facts as may be re-

-7 quired by the director; and each interpreter shall
8 file a voucher in proper form for services rendered.
9 No allowance or compensation shall be made to any

10 enumerator or interpreter except upon the ap-
-11 proval by the director of vouchers filed as afore-

-12 said, and no allowance shall be made to any enumer-

-13 ator or interpreter for traveling or other expenses,
14 including jurat fees, in addition to the fixed rate of
15 pay, except in extreme cases, when, in the opinion
16 of the director, such extra allowance would secure

17 economy in the enumeration; and in no case shall
18 any such extra allowance be made except upon the
19 previous written authority of the director to incur
20 such expenses nor except upon the presentation of
21 a proper voucher covering the same; provided,
22 however, that enumerators employing interpreters
23 at their own expense without authorization in ad-
-24 vanee, may, within the discretion of the director, be
25 allowed reimbursement for expenses so incurred.
26 An allowance of not more than one-half of the en-
-27 tire bill rendered by an enumerator or interpreter
28 may be approved for payment by the director, pro-
-29 vided the district to which the enumerator or inter-
-30 preter was assigned has been canvassed to the satis-
-31 faction of the director; full payment shall not be
32 allowed an enumerator or interpreter •until all
33 schedules furnished to him have been returned, ex-
-34 amined, and accepted for tabulation. The director
35 may, before making allowances of pay, require any
36 enumerator to make needed corrections of errors in
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17 Ins schedules without additional pay, and if an
18 enumerator declines to make such corrections,, or
19 if, in the judgment of the director, it is deemed

40 necessary to cause such correction or a re-enumera-
-41 tion of any part of such enumerator’s district to
42 be made by some other person, the cost of making
43 the corrections or re-enumeration may be deducted
44 from the amount that would otherwise have been
45 allowed to him.

1 Section 6. The information obtained under the
2 provisions of this act shall be deemed confidential
3 as respects individuals and no disclosures shall be
4 made of names or any other data relating to in-
-5 dividuals or of the names of individuals supplying
6 the information called for by this act, except as is
7 authorized by section nineteen of chapter sixty-nine
8 of the General Laws. Any person employed under
9 the provisions of this act or any officer or other

10 employee of the department of the secretary of the
11 commonwealth who improperly discloses informa-
-12 tion furnished in confidence in accordance with this
13 act, or who wilfully refuses to perform any duty re-
-14 quired of him in accordance with law, or who is
15 guilty of wilful deceit or falsehood in the discharge
16 of his duty shall be subject to a fine not exceeding
17 two thousand dollars or imprisonment for not more
18 than one year; and any person who refuses to fur-
-19 nish information as required by this act to a person
20 authorized to collect the same shall be liable to pay
21 a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars for every
22 such refusal. All fines imposed by this act may be
23 recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction,
24 by information or complaint of the attorney gen-
-25 eral, and shall accrue to the commonwealth.
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1 Section 7. As soon as possible, after the
2 enumeration provided for by this act has been com-

-3 pleted and the results thereof duly determined, the
4 director shall make a return of the same to the see-

-5 tary, showing the number of inhabitants and legal
6 voters as determined by said enumeration in each
7 town and in each ward of the several cities, and the
'8 secretary shall submit the same to the general
9 court within the first ten days of the session next

10 following.

,1 Section 8. The secretary shall cause to be pre-
-2 pared and printed, in such detail and with such
3 analyses as he may deem advisable, tabulations of
4 the various classes of information gathered in
5 accordance with this act; and he may publish the
6 same in bulletins or parts from time to time in
7 such number as may be necessary in his judgment
8 to meet the legitimate demand therefor, reserving
9 not less than two thousand copies of each issue for

10 subsequent binding as herein provided for. When
11 a series of said bulletins or parts covering related
12 subjects has been completed, he may cause the
13 same to be suitably bound in volumes, and these
14 shall be distributed under the direction of the secre-
-15 tary as follows: —To each member of the general
16 court in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
-17 four, and in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
-18 live, one copy, and an additional copy to the clerk
19 of the senate and the clerk of the house for the use
20 of their respective offices; to the governor,
21 lieutenant governor, and each member of the coun-
-22 cil of the years nineteen hundred and twenty-four
23 and nineteen hundred and twenty-five, one copy;
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24 to each state department, one copy; to the senators
25 and representatives of Massachusetts in congress,
26 one copy each; to the justices of the supreme judi-
-27 cial court, the justices of the superior court, the
28 clerks of said courts, the several registers of deeds,
29 the several registers of probate and insolvency, to
30 each board of registrars of voters in the cities of
31 the commonwealth, to each city and town clerk for
32 the use of his office, to the libraries of the incorpo-
-33 rated colleges and universities of the common-
-34 wealth, to the several state normal schools, to the
35 several county law libraries of the commonwealth,
36 to each free public library in the commonwealth,
37 to the library of congress, and to the several state
38 and territorial libraries of the United States, one
39 copy each. Any remaining copies shall be dis-
-40 tributed under the direction of the secretary.

1 Section 9. In addition to the preparation and
2 publication of the tabulations provided in section
3 eight of this act, the secretary is authorized to pre-
-4 pare from information obtained in the census such
5 special tabulations from time to time as may he de-
-6 sired by any individual or organization, and to
7 charge therefor the cost of making the same. All
8 fees received under the provisions of this section
9 shall be paid into the treasury of the commonwealth.

1 Section 10. The secretary is hereby authorized
2 to expend a sum not exceeding five hundred and
3 fifty thousand dollars in carrying out the provisions
4 of this act, exclusive of the cost of paper, of which
5 an amount not exceeding thirty thousand dollars
6 shall be available during the current year; and the
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7 superintendent of buildings is hereby directed to
8 provide and equip for use in carrying out the pro-
-9 visions of this act such quarters as may be deemed

10 by the secretary to be suitable therefor, the cost of
11 rental and other expenses in connection therewith
12 to be paid from the appropriation for the decennial
13 census. From and after the first day of July, in
14 the year nineteen hundred and twenty-four until
15 the thirtieth day of June in the year nineteen hun-
-16 dred and twenty-eight, this period covering ap-
-17 proximately the time required in preparing for and
18 supervising the taking of the census and tabulating
19 the results therefor for publication, the director and
20 the senior clerk of the census division shall receive
21 extra compensation at the rate of two thousand dol-
-22 lars and twelve hundred dollars per annum respect-
-23 ively, in addition to their regular salaries, the same
24 to be paid from the appropriation for the decennial
25 census.

1 Section 11. Chapter six hundred and ninety-
-2 two of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen is
3 hereby repealed.




