
No. 293HOUSE
By Mr. Glazier of Hudson, petition of Carrie M. Hall and others

relative to the registration of nurses and nursing attendants. Public
Health. Dec. 21, 1923.

An Act amending the Law relative to the Registration
of Nurses and Nursing Attendants.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirteen of chapter thirteen
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out the said section and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:-

5 Section 13. There shall be a board of registra-
G tion of nurses, in the two following sections called
7 the board, consisting of seven members, one of
8 whom shall be the secretary of the board of regis-
-9 tration in medicine, ex officio. Four members shall

10 be nurses holding diplomas, who are graduates from
11 training schools approved by the board, and regis-
-12 tered as nurses in this commonwealth, each from a

13 different training school for nurses, giving a course
14 of two years at least in the theory and practice of
15 nursing in a hospital, and each of them shall have
16 had eight years’ experience in nursing the sick.
17 One member shall be a physician, registered as such
18 in this commonwealth, who is a superintendent of a
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19 general hospital having a training school for nurses
20 approved by the board, giving a course of two
21 years at least in the theory and practice of nursing
22 in a hospital, and one member shall be a physician,
23 registered as such in this commonwealth, who is a
24 superintendent of a state hospital having a training
25 school for nurses, approved by the board, giving
26 a course of two years at least in the theory and
27 practice of nursing in a hospital. The six ap-
-28 pointive members shall be appointed by the gov-
-29 ernor, with the advice and consent of the council,
30 to serve as follows: one member for one year, one
31 for two years, one for three years, one for four
32 years, one for five years and one for six years from
33 the first day of October nineteen hundred and
34 twenty-four, and one qualified as aforesaid shall an-
-35 nually before October first be appointed by the gov-
-36 ernor, with the advice and consent of the council, to
37 hold office for six years from said October first.

1 Section 2. Section fifteen of chapter thirteen
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out the words “ one hundred and fifty ” in the
4 fourth line, and inserting in place thereof, the
5 words: three hundred, and by inserting after
6 the word “ registration, ” in the tenth line, the
7 words: and licensure, - so that the amended sec-
-8 tion will read as follows: Section 15. Each mem-
-9 ber of the board, except the secretary, shall receive

10 five dollars for every day actually spent in the per-
il formance of his duties; provided, that the total sum
12 paid to any member thereof shall not in any one year
13 exceed three hundred dollars, and the necessary
14 traveling expenses actually incurred in attending
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15 the meetings of the board, not exceeding three cents
16 a mile each way. Said compensation and traveling
17 expenses, and any incidental expenses necessarily
18 incurred by the board or any member thereof, shall
19 be paid by the commonwealth; provided that such
20 compensation and expenses shall not be in excess of
21 the receipts for registration and licensure paid to
22 the commonwealth by the board.

1 Section 3. Section seventy-four of chapter one
2 hundred and twelve of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out the word “ seven ” in the
4 second line, and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 eight, and by inserting after the word
6 “ nurses ”, in the third line, the words: and licen-
-7 sure of attendant nurses, and by inserting after
8 the word “ registration, ” in the fifth line, the
9 words: and licensure, and by striking out the

10 word ‘ ‘ twenty-one ’ ’ in the seventh line, and insert-
-11 ing in place thereof, the word: twenty, and by
12 inserting after the word “ character ” in the eighth
13 line, the words: has had a preliminary education
14 of one year of a high school, or its full equivalent, —-

15 and by striking out the word “ five ”, in the ninth
16 line, and inserting in place thereof, the word:
17 ten, and by inserting after the word ‘ ‘ secre-
-18 tary ”in the twelfth line, the words:- An appli-
-19 cant who furnishes satisfactory proof that he is at
20 least nineteen, of good moral character, and a

21 graduate of a training school for attendant nurses,
22 approved by the board, shall, upon payment of five
23 dollars, be examined by the board, and if found
24 qualified, shall be licensed as an attendant nurse,

:5 with the right to use the title licensed attendant
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26 nurse, and to practice as such, and by inserting
27 after the word ‘ ‘ payment ’ ’ in the twenty-first line,
28 the words: Every person licensed hereunder as
29 an attendant nurse shall, on or before December
30 thirty-first in each year, renew his license as an at-
-31 tendant nurse for the ensuing year by payment of
32 a fee of fifty cents to the board, and thereupon the
33 board shall issue a certificate showing that the
34 holder thereof is entitled to practice as a licensed
35 attendant nurse for the period covered by said
36 payment, and by inserting after the word
37 ‘ ‘ nurse ’ ’ in the twenty-third line, the words: or
38 as a licensed attendant nurse, and by inserting
39 after the word “ nurse ” in the twenty-sixth line,
40 the words: or licensed attendant nurse, ■—so that
41 the said section as amended will read as follows: •—■
42 Section 74. The board of registration of nurses,
43 herein and in the eight following sections called the
44 board, shall hold examinations for the registration
45 of nurses and licensure of attendant nurses and
46 shall give notice of the times, places and subjects
47 of such examinations, by publication in one or more
48 newspapers in each county. Applications for regis-
-49 tration and licensure signed and sworn to by the ap-
-50 plieant, shall be made on blanks furnished by the
51 board. An applicant who furnishes satisfactory
52 proof that he is at least twenty, of good moral char-
-53 acter, has had a preliminary education of one year
54 of high school, or its full equivalent, and a graduate
55 of a training school for nurses approved by the
56 board, shall upon payment of ten dollars, be exam-
-57 ined by the board, and, if found qualified, shall be
58 registered, with a right to use the title registered
59 nurse and to practice as such, and shall receive a
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60 certificate thereof from the board, signed by its
61 chairman and secretary. An applicant who fur-
-62 nishes satisfactory proof that lie is at least nine-
-63 teen, of good moral character, and a graduate of a
64 training school for attendant nurses, approved by
65 the board, shall, upon payment of five dollars, be
66 examined by the board, and, if found qualified, shall
67 be licensed as an attendant nurse, with the right to
68 use the title licensed attendant nurse and to practice
69 as such. An applicant failing to pass an examina-
-70 fion satisfactory to the board shall be entitled,
71 within one year thereafter, to a re-examination at
72 a meeting of the board called for the examination of
73 applicants, without the payment of an additional
74 fee. Every person registered hereunder who con-
-75 tinues to hold himself out as a registered nurse
76 shall, on or before December thirty-first in each
77 year, renew his registration for the ensuing year by
78 payment of fifty cents to the board, and thereupon
79 the board shall issue a certificate showing that the
80 holder thereof is entitled to practice as a registered
81 nurse for the period covered by said payment.
82 Every person licensed hereunder as an attendant
83 nurse shall, on or before December thirty-first in
84 each year, renew his license as an attendant nurse
85 for the ensuing year by payment of fifty cents to the
86 board, and thereupon the board shall issue a cer-
-87 tificate showing that the holder thereof is entitled to
88 practice as a licensed attendant nurse for the period
89 covered by said payment. In default of such re-
-90 newal, a person registered hereunder shall forfeit
91 the right to practice as a registered nurse or as a li-
-92 censed attendant nurse, or to hold himself out as
93 such until such fee has been paid. The board may^
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94 after a hearing, by vote of a majority of its mem-
-95 bers, annul the registration and cancel the certifi-
-96 cate of a nurse or licensed attendant nurse who has
97 been found guilty of a crime.

1 Section 4. Section seventy-six of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the word
3‘ ‘ nurse ’’, in the second line, the words: • or li-
-4 censed attendant nurse, so that the said section
5 as amended will read as follows: Section 76. The
6 board may register in a like manner, without exam-
-7 ination, any person who has been registered as a
8 professional nurse, or licensed attendant nurse, in
9 another state under laws which, in the opinion of

10 the board, maintain a standard substantially sim-
-11 ilar to that of this commonwealth.

1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and
2 twelve of the General Laws is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after section seventy-six the
4 following new section: •
5 Section 76A. Any resident in this common-
-6 wealth who shall make application for a license as
7 a licensed attendant nurse on or before
8 and who shall prove to the board by affidavit or
9 otherwise, that he Avas actually engaged for five

10 years next prior to the date of application, in nurs-
-11 ing the sick in a competent manner as an attendant
12 nurse, or who is a graduate of a training school for
13 attendant nurses, approved by the board, shall be
14 licensed without examination on payment of a fee
15 of five dollars.

1 Section 6. Section seventy-eight of the General
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3 “ registered ”, in the first and second lines, the
4 words: or licensed, so that the amended sec-
-5 tion will read as follows: — Section 78. It shall
6 keep a record of the names of all persons registered
7 or licensed by it and of all money received and dis-
-8 bnrsed by it, and a duplicate thereof shall be open
9 to public inspection in the office of the state secre-

-10 tary. It shall make an annual report of the condi-
-11 tion of professional nursing in the commonwealth.

1 Section 7. Section eighty of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twelve of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word 44 nurse ”, in
4 the second line, the words: or licensed attendant
5 nurse, and by inserting after the word “ nurse ”,

6 in the third line, the Avords : —or licensed attendant
7 nurse, and by inserting after the letters 44 R.N. ”,

8 in the third line, the letters: L.A.N., and by in-
-9 sorting after the word “ nurse ”, in the fifth line,

10 the words: or licensed attendant nurse, and by
11 inserting after the word 4 4 registered ’’, in the sixth
12 and seventh lines, the words: —or licensed, and
13 by inserting after the word 44 nurse ”, in the sev-
-14 enth line, the words: — or licensed attendant
15 nurse, so that tire amended section will read as

16 follows; Section 80. Whover, not being law-
-17 fully authorized to practice as a registered nurse
18 or licensed attendant nurse within the common-

-19 wealth, practices or attempts to practice as a regis-
-20 tered nurse or licensed attendant nurse, or uses the
21 abbreviation R.N., L.A.N., or any other words, let-
-22 ters or figures to indicate that the person using the
2'3 same is such a registered nurse or licensed attend-

2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the word
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24 ant nurse, shall be punished by a fine of not more
25 than one hundred dollars. Whoever becomes or
26 attempts to become registered or licensed, or prac-
-27 tices or attempts to practice as a registered nurse or
28 licensed attendant nurse under a false or assumed
29 name shall be punished by a fine of not less than one
30 hundred nor more than five hundred dollars or by
31 imprisonment for three months, or both.

1 Section 8. Section eighty-one of chapter one
2 hundred and twelve of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out the word “seven ”, in the
4 first line, and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 eight, and by inserting after the word
6 ‘ ‘ nurse ’’, in the fourth line, the words: or li-
-7 censed attendant nurse, so that the amended sec-
-8 tion will read as follows :■ — Section 81. The eight
9 preceding sections shall not apply to gratuitous

10 nursing of the sick by friends or members of the
11 family, or to the acts of any person nursing the sick
12 for hire who does not assume to be a registered
13 nurse or licensed attendant nurse.

1 Section 9. Said chapter one hundred and
2 twelve of the General Laws is hereby further
3 amended by inserting, after section eighty-one, the
4 following new section:
5 Section BIA. The board of registration of
6 nurses shall he authorized to employ a person as an
7 educational director who shall be a registered nurse
8 who is a graduate of a training school for nurses
9 approved by the board, and who shall have had five

10 years ’ administrative experience in schools of nurs-
-11 ing approved by the board. The said educational
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12 director shall receive a salary of twenty-five hun-
-13 dred dollars, and the necessary traveling and inci-
-14 dental expenses actually incurred in the perform-
-15 ance of his official duties. The said salary, together
16 with the necessary traveling and incidental ex-

-17 penses, shall be paid from the receipts of the hoard.
18 It shall be the duty of the educational director,
19 under the direction of the board of registration of
20 nurses, to visit the training schools for nurses and
21 the training schools for attendant nurses, seeking
22 approval by the board, giving advice, aid and en-
-23 couragement to such schools as to the educational
24 preparation of the students entering these schools,
25 as to curricula, practical experience and methods of
26 instruction, in order that they shall maintain stand-
-27 ards approved by the board of registration of
28 nurses. The educational director shall perform
29 such other duties as may be required by the board.




