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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Memorial Commission for Massachusetts Dead of World War in Foreign 
Countries respectfully submits the following report of its proceedings under the 
provisions of chapter 73 of the Resolves of 1923.

(а) “  The Commission is hereby directed to make settlement of all claims and 
obligations incurred by the Commission.”

(б) The Commission is directed “ T o make such a survey of the land acquired”  
. . .  as will afford a proper basis for working plans whereby the expense of under
taking a memorial on such land may be properly estimated.”

(а) The Commission has placed before the Governor and Council for their 
approval, the cost of the survey of the land at St. Mihiel, expenses to date of the 
sculptor, Mr. Daniel Chester French, and of the Architect, Mr. Henry Bacon, 
and sundries. These bills cover all the “ claims and obligations”  incurred by the 
Commission, with the exception of the bill for services of Mr. Georges LeClerc of 
St. Mihiel, Notary. His fees are governed by Statute Law of France and should 
not amount to more than $250.

No payment has as yet been made by the Commission to Mr. Bacon and Mr. 
French for services to elate. Under the rules of the National Associations of Archi
tects and Sculptors, no basis for such a payment can be arrived at until the plans 
have been approved by the legislature, and the appropriation for construction has 
been made. When these are accomplished facts, and the plans and specifications 
have been given out for actual bids for construction, then the sculptor and archi
tect can claim one-half their fees for services.

(б) The survey has been made in detail and put upon paper with the accuracy 
and beauty of execution for which French surveys are noted. The lot contains 
about nine acres. Contour lines were surveyed at a distance of one yard apart, 
and every tree over five inches in diameter is accurately located. These data are 
the basis for laying out the memorial park. The six great boulders 75 ft. in diam
eter and 100 ft. high, which, imbedded in the bluff and towering above it, seem to 
hold back the land from encroaching upon the Meuse River, are accurately lo
cated. These have been landmarks in the Duchy of Lorraine for 1,300 years, and 
cover nearly an acre of land.

The Commission directed Air. French and A'Ir. Bacon to prepare plans and spec
ifications of the proposed Monument and its surroundings for estimates of cost, 
and has submitted these to a New York and to a Boston contractor, and to an 
American engineer who has, since the Armistice, been reconstructing some of the 
destroyed French towns. These, of course, are not bids, but estimates, but each 
contractor assures the Commissioner that his figures will certainly cover the cost 
ot doing the work in a first class manner.

The rate of exchange is so favorable to the United States, and for other reasons 
the Commission feels that it would not have done its full duty “ in affording a 
proper basis for the expense of constructing the memorial” , if it did not submit 
the plans and specifications to French contractors. Three French contractors, 
selected from many who asked to be considered for constructing the memorial 
have now the plans and specifications before them, and should submit their esti
mates early in 1924.
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After what seemed to the Commission a very long delay, the deeds for the land 
at St. Mihiel were received early in the summer. The title was conveyed to the 
Commonwealth by one family in a type-written document of more than fifty 
pages. These deeds are now in the custody of the Attorney General for confirma
tion of the titles. If found to be in legal form according to French law, they will 
be placed in the custody of the Treasurer of the Commonwealth.

The Commission is convinced that the plans for the memorial m I  ranee to 
the valor and sacrifice of Citizens of Massachusetts in the W orld War as now 
planned and approved by  the Commission, will meet the approval of the Com
monwealth, both as to the expense entailed and artistic adequacy. It therefore
offers the following recommendations: .

That the General Court at the present session appropriate a sum of money suf
ficient to carry into execution the plans for the monument and memorial at bt. 
Mihiel, France, designed and planned by Mr. Daniel Chester French Sculptor, 
and M r Henry Bacon, consulting Architect, and begs leave to submit to the leg
islature, at a later date, during the present session, when complete estimates have 
been prepared, the sum which will be required to complete the Memorial to the 
Dead of Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,

W A L TE R  A. ROBINSON, Chairman.
E D W A R D  L. LOGAN.
A X E L  E. ZETTER M A N .


