
No. 340HOUSE
By Mr. Morton of Taunton, petition of Thomas J. Morton rela-

tive to the taking away of licenses of operators of motor vehicles
for the commitment of serious offences. Highways and Motor
Vehicles. Jan. 2, 1924.

An Act relative to the taking away of Licenses for
Serious Offences.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-four of chapter ninety
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-3 sorting after the word “ second ” in the twelfth
4 and thirty-ninth lines the words; or subsequent,
5 and by striking out, in the twenty and twenty-
-6 first lines, after the word “ years ” the following:
7 “A conviction of a violation of this section shall be
8 reported forthwith by the court or magistrate to
9 the registrar ” and inserting in place thereof the

10 words: LTpon a conviction for a violation of this
11 section the court shall take from the person con-
-12 victed his license, if he has one, and send it and a
13 record of said conviction forthwith to the registrar,
14 so as to read as follows: Section 24. Who-
15 ever upon any way operates a motor vehicle reck-
-16 lessly, or while under the influence of intoxicating
17 liquor, or so that the lives or safety of the public
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18 might be endangered, or upon a bet or wager or in
19 a race, or whoever operates a motor vehicle for the
20 purpose of making a record and thereby violates
21 any provision of section seventeen or any regulation
22 under section eighteen, or whoever without stopping
23 and making known his name, residence and the
24 number of his motor vehicle goes away after know-
-25 ingly colliding with or otherwise causing injury to
26 any other vehicle or property, or whoever uses a
27 motor vehicle without authority, shall be punished
28 by a fine of not less than twenty nor more than two
29 hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not less
30 than two weeks nor more than two years, or both;
31 except that for a second or subsequent offence of
32 operating a motor vehicle while under the influence
33 of intoxicating liquor, a person shall be punished
34 by imprisonment for not less than one month nor

35 more than two years. Any person who operates a

36 motor vehicle upon any way and who, without stop-
-37 ping and making known his name, residence and the
38 number of his motor vehicle, goes away after know-
-39 ingly colliding with or otherwise causing injury to
40 any person, shall be punished by imprisonment for
41 not less than one month nor more than two years.
42 Upon a conviction for a violation of this section the
43 court shall take from the person convicted his li-
-44 cense, if he has one, and send it and a record of said
45 conviction forthwith to the registrar, who may in
46 any event and shall, unless the court or magistrate
47 recommends otherwise, revoke immediately the li-
-48 cense of the person so convicted, and no appeal from
49 the judgment shall operate to stay the revocation of
50 the license. If it appears by the records of the reg-
-51 istrar that the person so convicted is the owner of a
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52 motor vehicle or has exclusive control of any motor
53 vehicle as a manufacturer or dealer, the registrar
54 may revoke the certificate of registration of any or
55 all motor vehicles so owned or exclusively con-
-56 trolled. The registrar in his discretion may issue a
57 new license to any person acquitted in the appellate
58 court, or after an investigation or upon hearing may
59 issue a new license to a person convicted in any
60 court; provided, that no new license shall be issued
61 by the registrar to any person convicted of operat-
-62 ing a motor vehicle while under the influence of in-
-63 toxicating liquor until one year after the date of
64 final conviction, if for a first offence, or five years
65 after any subsequent conviction, and to any person
66 convicted of violating any other provision of this
67 section until sixty days after the date of final con-
-68 viction, if for a first offence, or one year after the
69 date of any subsequent conviction. The prosecu-
-70 tion for the violation of any of the provisions of this
71 section, if a second or subsequent offence, shall not,
72 unless the interests of justice x’equire such disposi-
-73 tion, be placed on file or otherwise disposed of ex-
-74 cept by trial, judgment and sentence according to
75 the regular coxxrse of criminal proceedings. It shall
76 be otherwise disposed of only on motion in writing,
77 stating specifically the reasons therefor, and veri-
-78 tied by affidavit if facts are relied on. If the court
79 or magistrate certifies in writing that he is satisfied
80 that the reasons relied upon are sufficient and that
81 the interests of justice require the allowance of the
82 motion, the motion shall be allowed, and the certifi-
-83 cate shall be filed in the case. A copy of the mo-
-84 tion and certificate shall be sent by the court or
85 magistrate forthwith to the registrar.
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2 ninety is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word ‘ ‘ hearing ’ ’ in the seventh line the words:
4 , or if such hearing is continued, the date of all
5 continuances, —so as to read as follows: Section
(i 27. A full record shall be kept by every court and
7 trial justice of every case in which a person is
8 charged with a violation of any provision of this
9 chapter, and an abstract of such record shall be sent

10 forthwith by the court or trial justice to the regis-
-11 trar. Said abstracts shall be made upon forms pre-
-12 pared by the registrar, and shall include all neces-
-13 sary information as to the parties to the case, the
14 nature of the offence, the date of hearing, or if such
15 hearing is continued, the date of all continuances,
16 the plea, the judgment and the result; and every
17 such abstract shall be certified by the clerk of the
18 court or by the trial justice as a true abstract of the
19 record of the court. The registrar shall keep such
20 records in his main office, and they shall be open to
21 the inspection of any person during reasonable busi-
-22 ness hours. Courts and trial justices shall, upon
23 their own initiative or upon the request of the regis-
-24 trar or his agents, furnish to the registrar the de-
-25 tails of all particularly flagrant cases which may be
26 heard before them; and they may make such recom-
-27 mcndations to the registrar as to the suspension or
28 revocation of the licenses and certificates of regis-
-29 tration of the defendants in such cases as they may
30 deem necessary.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-seven of said chapter


