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By Mr. Kelly of Boston, petition of Coleman E. Kelly that pro-
vision be made for the establishment of finance commissions in
cities having more than fifty thousand inhabitants. Cities. Jan.
8, 1924.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act providing for the Establishment of Finance
Commissions in Certain Cities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty-one of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section forty-seven the
3 following fonr new sections:
4 Section 47A. In every city of over fifty thousand
5 inhabitants which accepts this and the following
6 three sections, the mayor, with the advice and con-
-7 sent of the council, within sixty days after the ac-
-8 ceptance thereof, shall appoint a finance commis-
-9 sion to consist of five persons, inhabitants of and

10 qualified voters in said city, who shall have been
11 such for at least three years prior to the date of
12 their appointment, one for the term of five years,
13 one for fonr years, one for three years, one for two
14 years and one for one year, and thereafter as the
15 terms of office expire in each year one member for
16 a term of five years. Vacancies in the commission
17 shall be filled for the unexpired term by the mayor,
18 with the advice and consent of the city council. The
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19 members of said commission shall receive such sal-
-20 ary as the mayor and city council may determine.
21 Section 478. It shall be the duty of the commis-
-22 sion from time to time to investigate any and all
23 matters relating to appropriations, loans, expendi-
-24 tures, accounts and methods of administration
25 affecting said city, or any department thereof, that
26 may appear to the commission to require investiga-
-27 tion, and to report thereon from time to time to the
28 mayor and the city council.
29 Section 47C. Whenever any pay roll, bill or other
30 claim against the city is presented to the mayor or
31 city treasurer he shall, if the same seems to him to
32 be of doubtful validity, excessive in amount, or

33 otherwise contrary to the city’s interest, refer it to
34 the finance commission which shall immediately in-
-35 vestigate the facts and report thereon; and pending
36 said report payment shall be withheld.
37 Section 47D. The said commission may employ
38 such experts, counsel, and other assistants, and in-
-39 cur such other expenses as it may deem necessary,

40 subject to the approval of the mayor and city coun-

-41 cil, not exceeding in any year the amount appropri-
-42 ated therefor.


