
HOUSE .... No. 431
By Mr. Bessette of New Bedford, petition of Robert Goodman

relative to hearings on petitions for disbarment of attorneys. Judi-
ciary (Joint). Jan. 8, 1924.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act relating to Hearings in the Case of Petitions
for Disbarment of Attorneys.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:

1 Chapter two hundred and twenty-one of the Gcn-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by inserting after sec-
-3 tion forty the following new section:
4 Section 40A. A petition for the disbarment of
5 an attorney at law shall not be considered by the at-
-6 torney general of the commonwealth until thirty
7 days at least before snch consideration the attorney
8 sought to be disbarred shall have been notified of
9 such intended petition for disbarment, nor unless,

10 if the attorney so requests within ten days of such
11 notice, he shall have been given within ten days of
12 such request a statement setting forth in detail the
13 charges upon which his disbarment is proposed; nor
14 until a hearing, if the attorney so requests within
15 ten days of such first notice of disbarment, shall
16 have been given presided over by the attorney gen-
-17 eral or by one of his duly appointed assistants at
18 which hearing the accused attorney shall have the
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19 right to appear with his witnesses. The petitioner
20 for disbarment or his attorney may be present at
21 the hearing with the consent of the presiding officer,
22 but the person presiding at the hearing shall not be
23 the same one who shall conduct the disbarment pro-
-24 ceedings for the petitioner. The purpose of this
25 hearing being merely an inquiry to ascertain if the
26 charges are such as to warrant further proceedings
27 for disbarment, the same shall be private and ex-
-28 eluded to the general public and the press. The
29 hearing shall be held under the control of the pre-
-30 siding officer and his decision shall be final, and at
31 the hearing before the supreme judicial or superior
32 court for removal of the attorney accused, no refer-
-33 ence shall be made to the hearing before the attor-
-34 nev general or his assistant.


