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Department of Public Safety
State .House, Boston, December 5, 1923.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Gentlemen: I have the honor to submit herewith such parts of the annual

report of the Department of Public Safety as contain recommendations for legis-
lative action with reference to the Division of Fire Prevention, together with a
draft of Bill covering such legislation.

Very truly yours,

A. F. FOOTE,
Commissioner.

[Received by the Clerk of the House on December 7, the provisions of section 33
of chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section 43 of chapter 362 of the
acts of 1923, not having been complied with insofar as they relate to the filing of
recommendations with the Secretary of the Commonwealth on or before the first
Wednesday of December.]

The State Fire Marshal has called my attention to a difficulty existing in the
carrying out of the provisions of sections thirty-two and thirty-three of chapter
one hundred and forty-eight of the General Laws in consequence of a conflict with
the provisions of other sections of said chapter. I would therefore respectfully
recommend such amendments to these provisions as will obviate this difficulty.

Section fifty-eight of said chapter one hundred and forty-eight provides that no
person shall manufacture, store, keep for sale or transport any compounds for use
as a stove polish containing any liquid or compound whatsoever that will emit a
gas that will flash at a temperature less than 100° Fahrenheit.

In view of the fact that several deaths have occurred during the year from the
use of volatile inflammable liquid in connection with stove polish and that there is
some difficulty in prohibiting the use of a stove polish containing gasoline which
does not flash below 100° Fahrenheit, it would appear that section fifty-eight should
be so amended as to prohibit the use of any inflammable fluid or compound in stove
polish. I would therefore respectfully recommend that this section be so amended.
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