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Cfte Commontoealtt) of Massachusetts.
In  the Year One Thousand Nine H undred and Twenty-Four.

Resolutions on the  P a rt of the Several S tates of the Union, 
requesting the  Congress of the U nited S tates to  call a 
Convention for the  Purpose of proposing an A m endm ent 
to  the  U nited States C onstitution for the  Purpose of 
F u rth er strengthening the  T en th  A m endm ent to  Said In 
strum ent to  F u rth er Safeguard the  Self-governing Power 
of th e  S tates, and to  M ore Specifically define the  Powers 
of the Federal G overnm ent so as to  restore to  the  People 
the R ights of Hom e Rule as Originally In tended by the 
Federal C onstitution.

1 Whereas, T he national governm ent of the U nited States
2 has during th e  p ast several years assumed the exercise of
3 powers bo th  by legislative enactm ent, executive order, and
4 even subordinate departm ent order, th e  la tte r  orders as-
5 sum ing the sanction of laiv, all of which assum ption of
6 power on the  p a r t of the  said national governm ent and
7 its agencies is destroying the self-governing rights of the
8 people of the  several states, and striking a t the foundation
9 of the fundam ental principles on which the  republic was

10 established. The assum ption of said powers to a great
11 degree were justified as in tim e of war, b u t the continued
12 application of the principles same as to peace conditions,
13 are unauthorized and unw arranted . The sta tes have lost
14 control of the  regulation of railroads and rates to be



15 charged thereon on lines w ithin their borders, and such
16 regulation has been assum ed by a national body which
17 arb itrarily  enforces its  decrees. The national government
18 is constan tly  seeking by  the  m ethod of national bonuses
19 to  the  several states, and by  o ther similar methods to
20 underm ine the  self-governing rights of the states and
21 m ake the national governm ent supreme, even as to the
22 m inor details of regulation.
23 T he foregoing is only a few of the  m any instances in
24 which the underlying principles on which the republic was
25 founded are being cast aside, and the flag of national
26 dom ination has been raised as a standard , in place of the
27 self-reliant flag of home rule. The present policy con-
28 tem plates no longer th a t  the  people should uphold the
29 national governm ent, b u t th a t  the national government
30 should uphold the people. The inspiration of a great
31 nation  no longer comes from the ranks of the people, but
32 ra th er issues from  the top  by national edict.
33 Federal officials are found in every quarter of the land
34 whose duties have heretofore been unheard of. The
35 people are no longer controlling the  government, but the
36 governm ent is controlling the people. The elasticity of
37 the  republic by  which the  features adapted, to each state
38 and locality, is being slowly and surely destroyed. The
39 day  of awakening has arrived and the growing power of
40 the national governm ent m ust be further curtailed by
41 specific constitu tional am endm ent clearly defining the
42 po-wers of congress, and reserving all other powers to the
43 several states of the  union, and to the people as is con-
44 tem plated  in the te n th  am endm ent to the organic law of
45 the republic; therefore, be it
4 6  Resolved, B y  the senate, the house of representatives
47 concurring, th a t  the  great and general court of Massa-
48 chusetts call upon the legislatures of the several states



49 of the  union to  apply to  the  congress of the  U nited S tates,
50 requesting th a t  body to  call a convention for the  purpose
51 of proposing such am endm ent or such am endm ents having
52 for it, or their, purpose the  preservation of the  self-gov-
53 erning rights of th e  states, and the  principles of home rule
54 for the  people thereof, and to  restore to  th e  sta tes and to
55 the people certain  righ ts now exercised by  the  national
56 governm ent and the  several departm ents thereof, con-
57 tra ry  to  the  real in ten t of the  federal constitution; be it
58 Resolved, further, T h a t a  copy of these resolutions prop-
59 erly  a ttested  by  th e  president of the  senate and the
60 speaker of th e  house of representatives be transm itted  to
61 the  governor of each of th e  several sta tes of th e  union,
62 w ith the  request th a t  th e  same be transm itted  to  the
63 legislatures of the  several sta tes now in session, and to
64 each session of said legislatures which m ay hereafter be
65 convened.




