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Resolution urging Congress to revise the Fordney-McCumber
Tariff Act by placing Raw Materials on the Free List.

1 Whereas, The present astonishingly high tariff taxes
2 constitute the outstanding factor in the existing cost of
3 living; and
4 Whereas, These monstrous high rates constitute a sur-
-5 tax upon the masses even higher than the income sur-
-6 taxes on individuals; and
7 Whereas, It is downright dishonest, and farcical, to
S pretend to support general tax relief and to limit the same
9 to a small group of citizens and to one phase of taxation

10 to the exclusion of tariff taxes bearing so heavily upon
11 our one hundred and ten million population; and
12 Whereas, The Fordney-McCumber tariff act costs the
13 American people as much as it costs to run the entire
14 government of the United States; and
15 Whereas, The American federation of Farm bureaus es-
-16 timate that the Fordney-McCumber tariff costs the
17 American farmer three hundred and one million dollars
18 more than any benefits received; and
19 Whereas, The purchasing power of the wage-earner’s
20 dollar is about sixty-one cents under this tariff act; and
21 Whereas, The operations of this tariff act has forced
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22 almost one hundred thousand Massachusetts wage-earners
23 on part-time employment; and
24 ll hereas. The flexible clause of the Fordney-McCumber
25 tariff act, under which the executive can raise or lower
26 the tariff duty fifty per cent to meet differences in the
27 cost of production here and abroad, has not been in-
-28 voked; and
29 Whereas, The dependency of Massachusetts on raw
31) materials for its supremacy in industries places our
31 manufacturing concerns under heavy handicaps; there-
-32 fore, be it
33 Resolved, That the general court urge the congress of
34 the United States to immediately undertake the revision
35 downward of the tariff in order that the people of the
36 United States may be favored with a reduction of taxes
37 and of the high cost of living; and be it
38 Resolved, That the duties on wool, cotton, hides, lum-
-39 ber and other raw materials entering into manufactured
40 products be placed on the free list in order that Massa-
-41 chusetts industries may survive;
42 Resolved, That certified copies of these resolutions be
43 sent by the secretary of the commonwealth to the pre-
-44 siding officers of both branches of congress, and to each
45 of the senators and representatives from Massachusetts






