
By Mr. Heffernan of Boston, petition of Charles H. MeGlue rela-
tive to commending United States Senator David I. Walsh for
his sendees as a member of the commission appointed to investigate
the affairs of the War Veterans’ Bureau. Military Affairs. Jan.
18, 1924.

Resolutions commending Senator David I. Walsh, for
his Painstaking Efforts, Thoroughness and Impar-
tiality in his Services as a Member of the Commis-
sion appointed to investigate the Unparalleled
Waste, Recklessness, Misconduct, Lack of High Pur-
pose, and Disregard of Official Obligation, exhibited
by Colonel Forbes during his Incumbency as Director
of the War Veterans’ Bureau from April 28, 1921, to
Feb. 28, 1923.

1 Whereas, Senator David I. Walsh, faithfully
2 maintaining his interest in the welfare of the dough-
3 boy and the gob from the first call to arms, aroused
4 the country by his declarations in congress of the
5 unparalleled indifference and brutality in the treat-
-6 ment accorded the shell-shocked and disabled serv-
-7 ice men of this country on the part of those en-
-8 trusted with the hospitalization and care of the
9 wounded wards of the nation; and

10 Whereas, The persistent efforts of Colonel
11 Forbes to award the contract for the building of
12 the five hundred bed hospital at Northampton, Mas-
-13 sachusetts, to a company he favored, caused serious
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14 delay in providing hospital facilities for the dis-
-15 aided of New England; and
16 Whereas, The sale of merchandise at Perryville
17 Maryland, valued at three million dollars to the
18 Thomson-Kelley concern of Boston for a little more
19 than twenty cents on the dollar caused this transac-
-20 tion to resemble more the work of buccaneers in the
21 looting and scuttling of a ship than mere negligence;
22 and
23 Whereas, The dishonesty and neglect in manage-
-24 merit opens up such a very disagreeable chapter in
25 the history of the Veterans’ Bureau that no Ameri-
-26 can can read it without a feeling of disgust for the
27 manner in which the great work of aiding the dis-
-28 abled was prostituted for self-aggrandizement and
29 greed and that no soldier familiar with the clean
30 and splendid responsiveness of the American
31 troops in battle can consider it Avithout feelings of
32 rage and shame that the disabled among them
33 should ha\T e been so callously exploited; and
34 Whereas, This investigation sponsored and called
35 for by Senator I)aAdd I. Walsh putting the spot-
-36 light of publicity on this terrible scandal, assures
37 this nation and her defenders that such treatment
38 must end and recommends that the claims of the war
39 veteran shall be passed upon more directly and with
40 more knoAAdedge of him as a man, and less as a re-

-41 suit of paper reports, therefore be it
42 Resolved, That the great and general court
43 of Massachusetts expresses its deep appreciation
44 that it Avas Massachusetts that supplied the senator
45 Avhose clarion call compelled a tardy but much
46 needed investigation of the scandals in the let-
-47 erans’ Bureau, and that in so doing Senator David
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48 I. Walsh but fulfilled the expectations of the people
49 of Massachusetts and has earned their eternal grati-
-50 tude. Therefore, be it
51 Resolved, That a certified copy of this testimonial
52 signed by the governor of the commonwealth and
53 the presiding officers of both branches of the legis-
-54 latures be placed in the records of the common-
-55 wealth in the state library.




