
House of Representatives

The committee on Rules, to whom was referred the order
(presented by Mr. Shattuck of Boston on February 4)
relative to requesting the opinion of the Justices of the Su-
preme Judicial Court as to the meaning of “legal voter”
in connection with the taking of the decennial census, report
that the same ought to be adopted.

For the committee,
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Whereas, There is pending before the General Court a
bill (House, No. 199) providing for the taking of the decen-
nial census in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-five,
in pursuance of the provisions of Articles XXI and XXII
of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Common-
wealth, which provide that in said census a special enum-
eration shall be made of the legal voters, and in each city
such enumeration shall specify the number of legal voters
aforesaid residing in each ward of such city, and further
that the enumeration aforesaid shall determine the appor-
tionment of state representatives and senators by the Gen-
eral Court: and

Whereas, Doubt exists as to the meaning and scope of the
term “legal voters” as used in said provisions of the Con-
stitution and as also contained in said bill providing for the
taking of said census, and as to the power of the General
Court to define the term “legal voters”, and until said
doubt is dispelled by a more authoritative determination of
the meaning of said words than now exists the General
Court cannot intelligently obey the mandate of the Consti-
tution in providing for the taking of said census and of said
enumeration of legal voters; therefore be it

Ordered, That the opinion of the Justices of the Supreme
Judicial Court be required on the following important ques-
tions of law:

1. What is the meaning and scope of the term “legal
voters” as used in the articles of the Amendments to the
Constitution referred to?
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2. Do the words “legal voters” as used in the Constitu-
tion mean those persons possessing the qualifications of
voters as defined in the Constitution, whether or not duly
registered as such; or do they mean those persons who,
having such qualifications, have proved them by taking the
necessary steps to become duly recorded on lists of regis-
tered voters of the several cities and towns?

3. Has the General Court the power, in providing for the
enumeration of legal voters, to define those words to mean
citizens of the Commonwealth who are duly qualified to vote
under the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth and
whose names are duly recorded on lists of registered voters
of the several cities and towns?
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Adopted.
JAMES W. KIMBALL,

Clerk.
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