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REMARKS OF MR. HULL OF LEOMINSTER,
CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE
APPOINTED TO PREPARE RESOLUTIONS ON
THE DEATH OF EX-PRESIDENT WOODROW
WILSON, IN SPEAKING (ON FEBRUARY 6) ON
THE QUESTION ON THE ADOPTION OF SUCH
RESOLUTIONS (SEE HOUSE, NO. 1257).

Mr. Speaker: At a time of a great national emergency,
as in war, or at the time of a great national calamity, as on
the occasion of the death of a President, or an Ex-President,
Republicans and Democrats lay aside their differences and
unite in giving support to their common leader, if alive, or
in paying him tribute, if deceased. Therefore, it is fitting
and appropriate that at this time the very hour of the fun-
eral services of Ex-President Wilson, the work of the House
of Representatives should be suspended and members of
both parties join in the adoption of resolutions which express
our appreciation of a former president and our sympathy
at the nation’s loss.

Last Sunday afternoon there came to the people of this
Commonwealth word that Woodrow Wilson, the 28th Presi-
dent of the United States, and one of but two Ex-Presidents
of our country, had “wrapped the drapery of his couch
about him and lain down to pleasant dreams.” From the
Berkshires to the Cape, in city, village and hamlet, men,
women and children, citizens and aliens, Republicans and
Democrats, received this news, though not unexpected, with
profound sorrow' and deep sympathy. For, Sir, when a man
has once been honored with the Chief Magistracy of Amer-
ica, he forever lays aside his character as the outstanding
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figure of a political party and takes unto himself the dis-
tinction and title of leader of all the people of all the states.
As such he is entitled to receive, and does so receive, the
respect and honor of each one of us. Especially is this true,
if as in the case of Woodrow Wilson, fate decrees that one
who h'as been chosen chief executive in a time of peace is
summoned by the exigencies of war to be the Commander-
in-Chief of the entire military and naval forces of one
hundred and twenty millions of people.

Woodrow Wilson preferred the study of political history
to the practice of law. From the theory of politics it is not
a far step to the practical applications of those theories, and
Mr. Wilson’s official conduct as governor of New Jersey
made him a national political figure of prominence and paved
the way towards making him available as the presidential
candidate of the democratic party. As such candidate he
called for and received the support of his party. But once
having been inaugurated into the great office of President,
he called for and received the loyalty and support of all
citizens, subject of course to such differences of opinions as
must of necessity arise between principal and agent in the
affairs of a free republic, and which are wholesome and make
for stability of a government by the people.

On April 6, 1917, this situation, felicitous as it was,
changed in the twinkling of an eye. From the time of the
declaration that a state of war existed between the United
States and Germany to the very day of the signing of the
Armistice, Woodrow Wilson was more than a President, he
was a War President. As such, he called for and received
not only the fealty and support of a mighty nation, but also
the property and even the lives of its subjects. These were
laid unstintingly at his feet, with no reservation as to their
use, except to win the war. And win the war he did! And
as a great War President, he will ever be affectionately re-
membered by generations yet to be.
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From the end of the war to the day of his death, Mr.
Wilson gave his life, I think it may truly be said, sacri-
ficed his life, in his adherence to an ideal, with which ap-
parently the majority of the American people were not in
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sympathy. Mr. Wilson believed he saw an effective means
to “outlaw war” and bring a lasting peace to all nations of
the world. Whether right or wrong, time alone can tell.
Any view expressed at this time is very likely to be biased
by the mental attitude of the speaker or writer. Probably
neither of two editorial writers of two of our great news-
papers is correct, the one when he says that Woodrow
Wilson is the greatest world-wide figure ever produced on
American soil, and the other when he says that Mr. Wilson
and his policies have been irrevocably repudiated by the
American people. It is useless to prophesy at this time. It
is however well within the range of possibilities that the
historian of the future may look back upon the period of
to-day with question and surprise at the hesitancy and de-
lay of the entrance of the greatest nation into a union of
the world, just as the student of history to-day wonders at
and questions the hesitancy and delay of that colony, since
known as the Empire State, at entering the United States
of America. But these are controversial subjects and have
no place in the proceedings now entered upon. Suffice it to
say that Woodrow Wilson, lawyer, scholar, statesman, gov-
ernor, president, was a man of vision. And to what that
vision revealed to him, he was faithful to the end. For this
we, one and all, admire, respect and honor him. And in
passing to that land where all ideals become realities, Mr.
Wilson has bequeathed to every one of us a personal legacy
of great price. For what higher ideal could any man or
woman desire than to re able, when the time comes for him
or her to enter the great beyond, to say with Woodrow
Wilson, “I am ready”?




