
House of Representatives, February 14, 1924.

The committee on Legal Affairs to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 18) of George
A. Gilman for the elimination of fictitious costs in civil
actions and for the recovering of costs of the prevailing
party, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

WM. L. GREEN.

HOUSE No. 1284

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts.



2 [Feb.HOUSE No. 1284.

An Act for the Assessing and Recovery of certain Costs in
Civil Actions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

CJ)c Commontoealtj) of Q@assac!nisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

1 Chapter two hundred and sixty-one of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out sections twenty-
-3 three, twenty-five, twenty-six and twenty-seven and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 23. There shall be allowed, in a civil action
(> in the supreme court or in the superior court, in addition
7 to other disbursements allowed by law, the following
8i costs;

9 For the entry fee, three dollars.
10 For the declaration, fifty cents.
11 For an attorney’s fee, if an issue at law or fact is joined,
12 two dollars and fifty cents.
13 For a term fee, five dollars for each sitting while the

14 action is pending, not exceeding three sittings, except by
15 an order of the court. If an action or question of law
16 therein is carried to the full court, two additional term

17 fees may be allowed. If the defendant is defaulted with-
-18 out having appeared only one term fee shall be allowed.
19 For travel, such sum as the court shall allow.

20 If the defendant was arrested on mesne process, and

21 the plaintiff shall recover more than twenty dollars, ex-

-22 elusive of costs, the plaintiff shall have taxed in his costs
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23 against the defendant the costs paid by the plaintiff upon
24 and after the arrest and all lawful charges paid by him
25 for the defendant’s support in jail.
26 If the defendant was arrested on mesne process and
27 final judgment is rendered in his favor, he shall have
28 taxed in his costs against the plaintiff all costs paid by
29 the defendant on account of the arrest.
30 Section 25. The prevailing party shall be allowed such
31 sum not exceeding fifty dollars, for expenses actually in-
-32 curred in printing the briefs which may be required for
33 the argument of the case at the law sitting of the supreme
34 judicial court, but the court in which the costs are taxed
35 may allow a larger sum in its discretion.
36 Section 26. There shall be allowed, in a civil action
37 in a district court, except actions by trustee process, in
38 addition to other disbursements allowed by law, the
39 following costs;
40 To the plaintiff or complainant,
41 For a writ and declaration, petition or complaint, one
42 dollar.
43 For an attorney’s fee, if there is an appearance for the
44 defendant, two dollars and fifty cents; if not, one dollar
45 and twenty-five cents.
46 For a term fee, three dollars if there is an appearance-
-47 for the defendant; and if not, one dollar.
48 For travel, such sum as the court may allow.
49 For attendance, such sum as the court may allow.
50 If the defendant was arrested on mesne process, and
51 the plaintiff shall recover more than twenty dollars, ex-
-52 elusive of costs, the costs paid by him upon and after
53 the arrest and lawful charges paid by him for the de-
-54 fendants support in jail.
55 To the defendant,
56 For travel, such sum as the court may allow.
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57 For attendance, such sum as the court may allow.
58 For a term fee, three dollars.
59 For an attorney’s fee, two dollars and fifty cents.
60 If the defendant was arrested on mesne process and
61 final judgment is rendered in his favor, he shall have
62 taxed in his costs against the plaintiff all costs paid by
63 the defendant on account of the arrest.
64 Section 27. There shall be allowed, in an action by
65 the trustee process in a district court, in addition to
66 other disbursements allowed by lawy

,
the following costs:

67 To the plaintiff,
68 For a writ and declaration, one dollar
69 For an attorney’s fee, one dollar and fifty cents.
70 For a term fee, if there is an appearance, one dollar;
71 and if not, seventy-five cents.
72 For travel and attendance, such sum as the court may
73 allow.
74 To the defendant
75 For an attorney’s fee, one dollar and fifty cents.
76 For travel and attendance, such sum as the court may

77 allow.
78 To the trustee.
79 For an attorneys fee, fifty cents.
80 For an answer in writing, twenty-five cent
81 For travel and attendance, such sum as the court may

82 allow.
83 For an answer to interrogatories, such sum as the

84 court may allow.
85 To an adverse claimant, -

86 Such sum as the court may allow.
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