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Accompanying’ the petition of Harlan P. Kelsey and others that

certain corrupt conduct on the part of agents and others be pro-
hibited and penalized, was taken from the files of last year. Legal
Affairs. Feb. 18.

In the Tear One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act relative to Certain Corrupt Conduct on the
Part of Agents and Others.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whoever gives, offers, or promises
2 to an agent, employee, or servant, any gift or gratu-
-3 ity whatever, with intent to influence his action in
4 relation to the business of his principal, employer,
5 or master; or as agent, employee, or servant re-
-6 quests or-accepts a gift or gratuity or a promise to
7 make a gift or to do an act beneficial to himself,
8 under an agreement or with an understanding that
9 he shall act in any particular manner in relation to

10 the business of his principal, employer, or master;
11 or an agent, employee, or servant, who, being au-
-12 thorized to procure materials, supplies, or other ar-
-13 tides either by purchase or contract for his princi-
-14 pal, employer, or master, or to employ service or
15 labor for his principal, employer, or master, re-
-16 ceives, directly or indirectly, for himself or for an-
-17 other, a commission, discount, or bonus from the

€l)c Commontocaltf) of



)

[Feb.HOUSE -No. 1294.

18 person who makes such sales or contract, or fur-
-19 nishes such materials, supplies, or other articles, or
20 from a person who renders such service or labor;
21 and any person who gives or offers such an agent,
22 employee, or servant such commission, discount, or
23 bonus shall violate the provisions of this act.

1 Section 2. That it shall be unlawful for any
2 person, corporation, partnership or other organiza-
-3 tion to use or to give to an agent, employee, or
4 servant of another, or for any agent, employee or
5 servant, to use, approve, or certify, with intent to
6 deceive the principal, employer or master, any re-
-7 ceipt, account, invoice or other document in respect
8 of which the principal, employer, or master is in-
-9 terested, which contains any statement which is

10 false, erroneous, or defective in any material par-
-11 ticular or which omits to state fully the fact of any
12 commission, money, property, or other valuable
13 thing having been given or agreed to be given to
14 such agent, employee or servant.

1 Section 3. That evidence shall not be admis-
-2 sible in any proceeding or prosecution under this
3 act to show that a gift or acceptance of any commis-
-4 sion, money, property, or other valuable thing as is
5 mentioned in this act is customary in any business,
6 trade, or calling, nor shall the customary nature of
7 such transactions be any defense in any such pro-
-8 ceeding or prosecution.

1 Section 4. No person shall be excused from at-
-2 tending, testifying, or producing books, papers, con-
-3 tracts, agreements, and documents before any court
4 or in obedience to the subpoena of any court having
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5 jurisdiction of the offense described in the preced-
-6 ing sections on the ground or for the reason that the
7 testimony or evidence, documentary or otherwise,
8 required of him may tend to criminate him or

9 subject him to a penalty or forfeiture. But no per-
-10 son shall be liable to any suit or prosecution, civil
11 or criminal, for or on account of any transaction,
12 matter, or thing concerning which he may testify or
13 produce evidence, documentary or otherwise, before
14 said court or in obedience to its subpoena or in any
15 such case or proceeding. Provided that no person
16 shall be exempt from prosecution and punishment
17 for perjury committed in so testifying.

1 Section 5. That any person having committed
2 an offense within the purview of this act who shall
3 be the first to report the facts under oath to any
4 state’s attorney and who shall give evidence tend-
-5 ing to the conviction of any other person charged
6 with an offense under this act, shall be granted full
7 immunity from prosecution under this act with re-
-8 spect to the offense reported.

1 Section 6. Whoever violates any of the provi-
-2 sions of this act shall be deemed gulity of a misde-
-3 meaner and on conviction thereof, shall be punished
4 by a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than
5 five hundred dollars, or by such fine and by impris-
-6 onment for not more than one year. If a corpora-
-7 tion, partnership, or other organiation is guilty of a
8 violation hereof, the person or persons through
9 whom the corporation, partnership or other organ-

-10 ization acts shall also be deemed guilty and pun-
-11 ished as aforesaid, except that if the person who
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12 commits the said offense acts as agent or officer of
13 any person, partnership, or corporation to employ
14 persons as clerks, laborers, or otherwise, the offense
15 shall be felony punishable by a fine of not less than
16 twenty-five dollars or more than five hundred dol-
-17 lars, or by imprisonment in the state prison for not
18 more than three years. The district attorneys in
19 their respective districts shall prosecute all viola-
-20 tions of this section.

1 Section 7. That if any provision of this act
2 shall, for any reason be adjudged to be invalid, such
3 judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the
4 remainder of the act, and that this act shall take
5 effect immediately.


