
House Bil! No. 1284 as amended, as changed by the Coifimittee
on Bills in the Third Reading, and as passed by the House to be
engrossed. February 29, 1923.

An Act for the Assessing and Recovery of Certain
Costs in Civil Actions.

Be it enacted hy the Senhte and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and sixty-one
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section twenty-three and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:

5 Section 23. There shall be allowed, in a civil
6 action in the supreme court or in the superior court,
7 in addition to other disbursements allowed by law,
8 the following costs:
9 For the entry fee, three dollar

10 For the declaration, fifty cents.
11 For an attorney’s fee, if an issue in law or fact
12 is joined, two dollars and fifty cents; if not, one
13 dollar and twenty-five cents.

No. 1333HOUSE

Cfjc Commonlucalti) of €oassaclnioctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

14 For a term fee, five dollars for each sitting while
15 the action is pending, not exceeding three sittings,
16 except by an order of the court. If an action or
17 question of law therein is carried to the full court,
18 two additional term fees may be allowed. If the
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39 defendant is defaulted without having appeared,
20 only one term fee shall be allowed.
21 For travel, such sum as the court may allow.
22 If the defendant Avas arrested on mesne process,
23 and the plaintiff shall recover more than twenty
24 dollars, exclusive of costs, the plaintiff shall have
25 taxed in his costs against the defendant the costs
26 paid by the plaintiff upon and after the arrest and
27 all lawful charges paid by him for the defendant’s
28 support in jail.
29 If the defendant was arrested on mesne process
30 and final judgment is rendered in his favor, he
31 shall have taxed in his costs against the plaintiff
32 all costs paid by the defendant on account of the

arrest.

1 Section 2. Said chapter two hundred and sixty-
-2 one is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
-3 tiou twenty-five and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 25. The prevailing party shall be
6 allowed such sum, not exceeding fifty dollars, for
7 expenses actually incurred in printing the briefs
8 which may be required for the argument of the case

9 at the law sitting of the supreme judicial court, but
10 the court in which the costs are taxed may allow a

11 larger sum in its discretion.

1 Section 3. Said chapter two hundred and sixty-
-2 one is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
-3 tion twenty-six and inserting in place thereof the
4 following
5 Section 26. There shall be allowed, in a civil
6 action in a district court, except actions by the
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7 trustee process, in addition to other disbursements
8 allowed by law, the following costs:

10 For a writ and declaration, petition or complaint,
11 one dollar.
12 For an attorney’s fee, if there is an appearance
13 for the defendant, two dollars and fifty cents; if
14 not, one dollar and twenty-five cents.
15 For a term fee, three dollars, if there is an
16 appearance for the defendant; and if not, one
17 dollar.
18 For travel, such sum as the court may allow.
19 For attendance, such sum as the court may allow.
20 If the defendant was arrested on mesne process,
21 and the plaintiff shall recover more than twenty
22 dollars, exclusive of costs, the costs paid by him
23 upon and after the arrest and lawful charges paid
24 by him for the defendant’s support in jail.
25 To the defendant,
26 For travel, such sum as the court may allow.
27 For attendance, such sum as the court may allow.
28 For a term fee, three dollars.
29 For an attorney’s fee, two dollars and fifty cents.
30 If the defendant was arrested on mesne process
31 and final judgment is rendered in his favor, he shall
32 have taxed in his costs against the plaintiff all costs
33 paid by the defendant on account of the arrest.

1 Sectiox 4. Said chapter two hundred and sixty-
-2 one is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
3 tion twenty-seven and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:
5 Section 27. There shall be allowed, in an action
6 by the trustee process in a district court, in addition

9 To the plaintiff or complainant,
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to other disbursements allowed by law, the follow
8 in" costs:

II For an attorney’s fee, one dollar and fifty cents.
111 For a term fee, if there is an appearance, one
13 dollar; and if not, seventy-five cents.
14 For travel and attendance, such sum as the court
15 may allow.
16 To the defendant, —

17 For an attorney’s fee, one dollar and fifty cents.
18 For travel and attendance, such sum as the court
19 may allow.
20 To the trustee,
21 For an attorney’s fee, fifty cents.
22 For an answer in writing, twenty-five cents.
23 For travel and attendance, such sum as the court
24 may allow.
25 For an answer to interrogatories, such sum as the
26 court may allow.
27 To an adverse claimant,
28 Such sum as the court may allow

1 Section 5. Section twenty-eight of said chapter
2 two hundred and sixty-one is hereby repealed.

1 Section 6. Said chapter two hundred and sixty-
-2 one is hereby further amended by inserting after
3 section twenty-five the following new section:
4 Section 25A. Unless the court shall otherwise
5 determine, the prevailing party shall be allowed a
6 sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars for expenses
7 actually incurred for plans, drawings, photographs
8 and certified copies of public and court records,

9 To the plaintiff, -

10 For a writ and declaration, one dollar.



51924.] HOUSE — No. 1333.

9 necessary and used at the trial. Except by order of
10 court, no such allowance shall be made unless an
11 affidavit by the prevailing party or bis attorney of
12 record is filed with the clerk before final judgment,
13 setting out fully such expenditures, and that said
14 plans, drawings, photographs and copies were actu-
-15 ally used at the trial.

House oe Repeesentatives, February 29, 1924.

Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.








