
Mr. Clemons of Wakefield presented a petition of M. E. S. Clem-
ons relative to the taking of land for park purposes by towns.
Towns. March 3.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act relative to the taking of Land for Public Parks
in Towns.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter forty-five of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section two
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 2. A town may elect a board of park
5 commissioners, consisting of three persons, and pre-
-6 scribe their terms of office, or the members of a
7 town planning board may if so authorized by vote
8 of the town act as park commissioners therein; and
9 the mayor of a city may, with the approval of the

10 city council, appoint a board of park commissioners
11 for said city, consisting of five persons, who shall
12 hold office for terms of one, two, three, four and
13 five years respectively from the first Monday in
14 May next following such appointment, or until their
15 successors are qualified; and thereafter the mayor
16 shall annually, before the first Monday in May, with
17 like aproval appoint one such commissioner for a
18 term of five years from said first Monday in May.
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19 XTo member of the city council, clerk or treasurer of
20 such city or town shall he such commissioner. In
21 cities a vacancy in such board shall be filled in like
22 manner for the residue of the unexpired term. A
23 commissioner may be removed by a vote of two
24 thirds of the voters of a town, or by a vote of two
25 thirds of all the members of a city council. Such
26 commissioners shall serve without compensation.
27 In a town which has not elected a board of park
28 commissioners or has not authorized the town plan-
-29 ning board so to act, the selectmen shall act as such
30 board.

1 Section 2. Said chapter forty-five is hereby fur-
-2 ther amended by striking out section three and in-

serting in place thereof the following
4 Section 3. Such boards may locate public parks
5 within their respective cities and towns and for that
6 purpose may, subject to section fourteen of chapter
7 forty, take in fee by eminent domain under chapter
8 seventy-nine or by purchase, gift, devise or other-
-9 wise, land which they consider desirable therefor,

10 or may take bonds for the conveyance thereof to
11 their respective cities or towns. A city or town
12 may take and hold in trust or otherwise any grant,
13 gift, bequest or devise, made for the purpose of lay-
-14 ing out or improving any parks therein.
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