
Executive Department
Boston, Feb. 18, 1924.

James W. Kimball, Esquire, Clerk of the House of Representatives, State
House, Boston, Massachusett

Dear Sir: I beg to transmit herewith the report of the commission ap-
pointed under the provisions of Chapter 17 of the Resolves of 1922 and Chapter
48 of the Resolves of 1923 to provide for the erection in Cuba of memorials to
the soldiers of the Second, Eighth and Ninth Regiments, Massachusetts Infantry,
United States Volunteers, who lost their lives in the war with Spain.

Very trulv vours

CHANNING 11. COX.

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION AP-
POINTED TO PROVIDE FOR THE ERECTION
OF MEMORIALS TO THE SOLDIERS OF THE

• SECOND, EIGHTH AND NINTH REGIMENTS,
MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY, U. S. V. IN CUBA.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council

No. 1350HOUSE

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

The Commission appointed under Chapter 17 of the Resolves of 1922 and
Chapter 48 of the Resolves of 1923 to provide for the erection in Cuba of me-
morials to the soldiers of the Second, Eighth and Ninth Regiments, Massachu-
setts Infantry, U. S. V., who lost their lives in the war with Spain, have com-
pleted the duties for which they were appointed and submit the following report:

After considering various designs the Commission selected plans and speci-
fications for three tablets which were submitted to and approved by the Governor
and Council. The contract for the tablets to be executed in bronze was awarded
to The T. P. McGann & Sons Company. Photographs of the three tablets are
appended to this report.

The tablets of the Second and Ninth Regiments were sent to Santiago de Cuba
and were placed on the walls in the Executive Chamber of the Provincial Gov-
ernment House. A new palace is in course of erection. When completed these
tablets will be transferred and conspicuously displayed in the new palace.

The tablet of the Eighth Regiment was sent to Matanzas. The City of Matan-
zas caused a lunette to be constructed on the sea side of the Paseo de Marti. Inthe center of this lunette is erected a concrete monument on the face of which the



0 HOUSI [Feb.No. 1350.

tablet is inserted. On the reverse of the monument is an inscription in Spanishto the following' effect: 1

This monument was dedicated the
tenth day of December 1923, the
Mayor of the City being Dr. Hor-
acio Diaz Pardo, and was constructed
under the direction of the engineer
and architect Sr. Giordano de Casas
y Rodriguez.

On December 1, 1923, the Commissioners sailed from New York on the steam-ship “Santa Marta” and arrived in Santiago de Cuba December 6.
The Commissioners were accompanied by Mrs. Howard C. Rndderham and the

following Spanish War Veterans:
Colonel Edward H. Eldredge.
Major John Kenney
Major Augustus G. Reynolds as Quartermaster.
Mr. Michael E. Garrett.
Mr. Maurice J. Powers.

Soon after the arrival of the “ Santa Marta ” in the harbor of Santiago de
Cuba, the Governor of the Province of Oriente, Sr. Jose R. Barcelo, the Mayor of
Santiago, Sr. Asencio Villalon, the Military Commander of the District, Lt. Col.
Luis del Rosal and other distinguished citizens came out to the ship in launches,
received the Commission and took them ashore where they were met by a military
band, a detachment of cavalry and sailors and escorted to the Casa Grande Hotel
which became the headquarters of the Commission during their stay in Santiago.

The Commission, accompanied by the American Consul, Hon. Prank R.
Stewart, visited the Palace making official calls first upon the Governor of the
Province of Oriente, and then upon the Alcalde of the City. The members of
the Commission were duly presented to the Governor and Mayor by the chair-
man of the Commission, Hon. Edward N. Dahlborg, and appropriate remarks
were made by the Chairman, the Governor and the Alcalde. Automobiles were
placed by the Governor at the disposal of the Commission and were used during
the early afternoon to make sightseeing trips about the city.

At four o’clock in the afternoon of December 6, the Commission attended the
Governor of the Province in the Executive Chamber. The room was filled by
distinguished representatives of the Province, the City, the Church, Army and
Business interests in eastern Cuba. The tablets were unveiled, that of the Sec-
ond Regiment by Major Potter; and that of the Ninth Regiment by Captain
Corkery. They were presented by the Hon. Edward N. Dahlborg in the fol-
lowing remarks:

Your Excellency and Citizens of Santiago de Cuba:— Twenty-five years ago
General Toral surrendered the City of Santiago de Cuba. For weeks the Spanish forces
had been surrounded by the army of General Garcia and by the army of General
Shatter. On the day of the surrender, the American Regiments displayed their colors
along their trenches which extended in a circle from the northern extremity of the
Eay to a point south of the City. On the right of the American line were the colors
of the Second Massachusetts Infantry; on the left of the line were the colors of the
Ninth Massachusetts Infantry. Two full regiments, six battalions.

These regiments were mobilized in the vicinity of Boston. They were National
Guard Regiments of the State of Massachusetts. When they left home in the high
service of the United States, the then Governor of Massachusetts, Roger Wolcott, bade
them farewell. He told them that their cause was just and righteous; that it was a
war for the liberation of Cuba undertaken by a generous and friendly people who had
heard as long as they could endure them, the sighs and groans of a neighboring popu-
lation bonding beneath the tyranny of a nation of the old world. He told them they
entered the war as allies of the Cuban people.

It is not necessary at this time or place to recall the valor of the Second Regiment
in the battle of El Caney or of the Ninth Regiment in the Battle of San Juan, or to
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tell the story how bravely both regiments bore themselves during the siege of
Santiago. All this is your history.

The State of Massachusetts honors the memory of these sons with a tender love.
She has sent a Commission of her citizens to your beautiful city. They bring tablets
dedicated to the men of the Second and of the Ninth Massachusetts who gave their
lives in the war for the liberation of Cuba. We ask the city of Santiago to accept
these gifts.

The tablets were accepted by Sr. Jose It. Barcelo, Governor of the Province
of Oriente. Sr. Rafael Estenger pronounced an eloquent discourse expressing the
gratitude of Cuba for American aid in her struggle for independence.

After the addresses a collation was served and the members of the Commission
were presented to various gentlemen of the city.

By courtesy of the Secretary of the Navy, a detachment of United States
Marines from the station of Guantanamo, acted as a guard of honor in front of
the Municipal Palace. A troop of Cuban cavalry paraded in honor of the
Commission.

In the evening the Commission and their friends were entertained at a ball
by the San Carlos Club. The following day by courtesy of the Governor, the
Commission and their friends were taken to visit the battlefields at San Juan
Hill, Kettle Hill, and El Caney. At El Caney they were received by the Alcalde
and entertained with refreshments in the Municipal Building. Later in the day
they were taken on a drive through the country to Boniato. In the evening they
attended a dinner given by the Governor of the Province of Oriente.

Saturday morning at nine o’clock, December 8, the Commission took the train
for Matanzas. The Governor of the Province, the Commander of the Military
District, and other distinguished citizens waited upon them at the station with
a band of music and did them the honor of a formal leavetaking.

At Juvallanos, the first railroad station in the Province of Matanzas, we were
met by a representative of the Governor who brought a welcome from His Ex-
cellency. The Alcalde of the town and the Municipal Council waited upon us
and expressed their felicitations that a successful journey had brought us to the
Province of Matanzas. During this exchange of civilities, a band, stationed on
the platform, played patriotic airs.

In the Province of Matanzas there was a tone of spontaneity and joyousness
in our reception which carried it far beyond any official and perfunctory
welcome.

The Commission arrived at Matanzas, Sunday noon, December 9. They were
met at the station by the Governor of the Province, Dr. Juan Gronlier, .the Al-
calde of the City, Dr. Horacio Diaz Pardo, the Commanding Officer of the 4th
Military District, Col. Emiliano Amiell y Ginori, the Bishop of Matanzas and
representatives of many societies. Hon. James V. Whitfield, the American Con-
sul at Matanzas, presented each of the Commissioners and their accompanying
friends to the Governor and the Mayor. The Alcalde made a speech of welcome
at the conclusion of which he presented each member of the Commission with
the freedom of the city duly enrolled in parchment form.

Each representative of the various welcoming societies was presented to each
member of the Commission. After this ceremony of introductions the band
played the national anthems of Cuba and the United States. The Commission
was escorted in automobiles by a platoon of mounted police to the Hotel Paris.

After removing the stains of travel, the Commission went to the MunicipalPalace where they paid their official respects to the Governor and the Alcalde
of the City. At each reception speeches were made and the Commission enter-
tained with a collation. After the receptions the Commission was taken about
the City in automobiles to view the sights and see the location of the tablet.

The boulevard, Paseo de Marti, where the memorial is erected is a wide and
magnificent street extending along the western side of the harbor of Matanzas.
The surroundings are most beautiful. On one side of the boulevard is the sea;on the other side, the land (apparently reserved for future development) ascend
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by easy slopes to quite an elevation. Along the side of this ridge are manvsuburban dwellings. From the monument one can look across! the bay two orthree miles wide, to the opposite shore which is covered with palms and othertropical foliage.
At nine o’clock the Commission and their friends were entertained at a “banquete de ngurosa etiqueta ” in the garden of the Hotel “ Grande Paris ” given bythe Alcalde of Matanzas as a special mark of honor to His Excellency, HonorableChanmng Harris Cox, Governor of the State of Massachusetts, and as a demon-stration of the cordial sentiments existing between the city of Matanzas and theState of Massachusetts. The banquet was attended by one hundred or moreguests. The garden and tables were beautifully decorated with flowers. Theservice, wines and food were excellent. At the" conclusion of the banquet, theGovernor of the Province of Matanzas took the opportunity of pronouncing a Adiscourse highly eulogistic of the State of Massachusetts, and the service of the *Eighth Regiment at Matanzas. A response was made by General William A.Pew. After the banquet the Commission was entertained at a dance at theSpanish Club where refreshments were served.
At nine o’clock on the morning of December 10, the monument was dedicated.

There were some fifteen thousand people gathered in the Paseo de Marti to attendthis ceremony. A military band played the Cuban national hymn followed bythe Star Spangled Banner. Mrs. Howard C. Rudderham then unveiled the me-morial. The American consul, Hon. James V. Whitfield made the following
address:
General Pew, Your Honor, Senor Alcalde, Your Excellency, Senor Gobeenador,

Members op the Commission, Ladies and Gentlemen:
We have assembled today to dedicate a memorial to the Sons of Massachu-

setts. The deeds of her Sons in behalf of Cuban Liberty will ever remain fresh
in the memory of this great state of the American Union, but it is her desire to
erect a tangible memorial to her heroes that fell. It is to such men as these and
to those who fell on yonder hallowed ground of yours that the world owes its
liberty. It has ever been thus. In all epochs of the World’s history there have
been those who -would die for an ideal. It is this same spirit that throbbed in
the breasts of those patriots who answered the call of the Campana de la Ucma-
jagua as it pealed forth (from the home of Carlos Manuel Cespedes) on that
October day in 1868. It is this same spirit that causes a mother to go down into
the valley OP the shadow op DEATH, walk hand and hand with the spirit of her
maker and sacrifice her life, if need be, in order that an ideal might be born.
It is in this same spirit that the Volunteers of Massachusetts came and joined
hands with those who fought for freedom under the flag of a Single Star and
sacrificed their all. It is in this spirit that the Mother State is proud that Cuba’s
Battlefields of Freedom are sprinkled with the blood of her own sons. And it is
tc these heroes that we have come to do honor. Let us ever be mindful that this
Liberty, for which they died, is a sacred trust and you and I are guardians to see
that they did not die in vain.

The State of Massachusetts has sent a great Commission to dedicate this me-
morial and to entrust it into your hands, with the assurance that it will be given g
the same tender care as those memorials to your own dead. I have the
and the pleasure to introduce to you General William Andrews Pew.

General Pew presented the memorial to the city. He spoke in Spanish. The
following is a translation of his remarks.

My Friends and Citizens op Matanzas : Twenty-five years ago I tried to learn
your beautiful language. I failed.

Twenty-five years ago I tried to serve in your noble war for Liberation. I succeeded.
I have a Cuban heart but not a Spanish tongue. My actions were better than my

words.
The City of Matanzas received and knew the Eighth Massachusetts Infantry. I

was Colonel of that Regiment. It was my privilege to receive your General Maximo
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Gomez when he visited this city. He told ns that he had heard of Massachusetts, that
her people were brave and generous and had done much for Gubre Libre. When the
Eighth Regiment left Cuba, Senor Carnot, the Mayor, told us that we had stamped
upon the hearts of the people of Matanzas indelible tokens of eternal gratitude and
admiration.

It is pleasant to recall these words and see by your greetings that you have not
forgotten us. It is a pleasure to meet you and in this distinguished company recall
the days when we were brothers in arms in that great undertaking which accomplished
so much for Cuba. I rejoice with you in every sign of progress which I see in your
wonderful city. I shall cherish your welcome and ever pray that peace and pros-
perity be the fortune of Matanzas.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts does not forget. Remembering her sons were
your allies, she has sent us to this city. We bring a permanent message in bronze
telling of her good will and continued interest in your welfare.

I am ordered by His Excellency, Channing H. Cox, Governor of the State of Massa-
chusetts, to present this tablet to the City of Matanzas. It is dedicated to the men
of the Eighth Regiment Massachusetts Infantry who gave their lives in the war for
•Cuban Liberation. We ask you to accept it. Massachusetts remembers her sons with
love. We know that in the great heart of Matanzas there is no forgetfulness of their
service.

The memorial was accepted by Dr. Horacio Diaz Pardo, Alcalde Municipal, in
a gracious speech of thanks.

After the ceremony of dedication, the Commission stood at the base of the
monument and reviewed a procession. In the procession were a company of
Marines from Key West, who attended the ceremony by order of the Secretary
of the Navy, the Cuban cavalry and infantry stationed in the City, the fire de-
partment, boy scouts, representatives of the Judicial Departments, Catholic
Clergy, alumni and students of the various schools and colleges, local clubs,
lodges, and officials of the Province and City. As the various societies passed the
memorial many laid wreaths of flowers at the base of the monument.

At eleven o’clock the Commission visited the military prison at the historical
castle of San Severino where they were entertained at a breakfast. At twelve
o’clock they were honored by a military review in front of the barracks and
were afterwards entertained by Coronel Sr. Emiliano Amiell and officers at
breakfast. On both occasions, healths were drunk and speeches made.

At half past one the Commission was entertained on Montserrat by the
Spanish Club of Matanzas. This was a formal breakfast followed by speeches.
At half past four the Commission attended a reception in the Masonic Temple
and afterwards were taken to the Caves of Bellamar. At eight o’clock there was
a dinner given by the Provincial and Municipal Council in the garden of the
Hotel “Grande Paris”. This was a formal occasion with speeches. Later in the
evening the “Liceo de Matanzas” gave at their rooms “a reception and champagne
in honor of the Commissioners”.

On December 11, the Commission and friends were entertained at a breakfast
in the Hotel “Grande Paris” by the Municipal Council. After which they were
accompanied by the Governor, Mayor and many distinguished gentlemen to the
station where they took electric cars for Havana. With their departure from
Matanzas the Commission felt that its official duties were finished.

While waiting for the boat in Havana they spent two days sightseeing. They
sailed on the “Toloa” December 13, and arrived in New York December 17.

The itinerary for the Commission was arranged through the Walter H. Woods
Company. Major Augustus G. Reynolds was detailed by the Adjutant General
as Quartermaster. By the courtesy of the United Fruit Company, Mr. Charles
H. Echeverria joined the Commission at Santiago and remained with them during
their stay in Cuba. He acted as social interpreter and in many ways rendered
his association with the Commission most agreeable and pleasant.

The Commission and the accompanying friends were most hospitably received
everywhere in Cuba and every possible courtesy was extended to them.

The hospitality offered at Matanzas was generous. At all receptions, tables,
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most bountifully ladened, were set before the Commission and their cups weretilled and replenished to overflowing.
It was the intention of the Governor and Mrs. Cox to accompany the party.

Owing to the sudden sickness of the Governor’s father their participation in the
trip was cancelled the day before the Commission left Boston.

The authorities of the Provinces of Oriente and Matanzas and the citizens of
Santiago de Cuba and Matanzas intended to extend to the Governor and his
party a reception worthy of the Executive of a Great State and respectfully to
testify to their admiration of his high office and the people whose representative
he is.

Behind the official program and in harmony with it was a magnificent, popular
welcome, spontaneously growing in volume and expressing the gratitude of a
people for all Massachusetts had done for the emancipation and prosperity of
Cuba.

The Commission regrets that His Excellency, Governor Cox could not have
been present and received in person the ovation intended for his office and the
people he represents.

Respectfully submitted,

EDWARD N. DAHLBORG, Chairman.
WILLIAM A. PEW.
ALBERT L. POTTER.
CHARLES J. CORKERY.
HOWARD C. RUDDERHAM,

Commissioners.

December 39, 1923.
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