
House oe Representatives, March 10, 1924.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, Ho.
1029) of Daniel J. Dempsey, Jr., for legislation to pro-
vide for partial suspension of sentences imposing fine
and imprisonment, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

JOHN C. HULL.

HOUSE No. 1396

Cf)t Commontoealtf) of e^assafinisetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act relative to the Suspension of Execution of
Sentences.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred
2 and seventy-nine of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “ If ” in the
4 twenty-first line the words: during or, and by
5 inserting after the word “ is ” in the twenty-third
6 line the words: - unwilling or, —soas to read as
7 follows: ■—
8 Section 1. When a person convicted before a dis-
-9 trict court is sentenced to imprisonment, the court

10 may direct that the execution of the sentence be sus-

-11 pended, and that he be placed on probation for such
12 time and on such terms and conditions as it shall fix.
13 When a person so convicted is sentenced to pay a

14 fine, and to stand committed until it is paid, the
15 court may direct that the execution of the sentence
16 be suspended for such time as it shall fix, and that
17 he be placed on probation on condition that he pay
18 the fine within such time. If the fine does not ex-

-19 ceed fifteen dolars and the court finds that the de-
-20 fendant is unable to pay it when imposed, the execu-
-21 tion of the sentence shall be suspended and he shall
22 be placed on probation, unless the court shall find
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23 that lie will probably default, or that such suspen-
-24 sion will be detrimental to the interests of the pub-
-25 lie. If he is committed for non-payment of a fine,
26 the order of commitment shall contain a recital
27 of the findings of the court on which suspension is
28 refused. The fine shall be paid in one payment, or
29 in part payments, to the probation officer, and when
30 fully paid the order of commitment shall be void.
31 The probation officer shall give a receipt for every
32 payment so made, shall keep a record of the same,
33 shall pay the fine, or all sums received in part pay-
-34 ment thereof, to the clerk of the court at the end of
35 the period of probation or any extension thereof,
36 and shall keep on file the clerk’s receipt therefor. If
37 during or at the end of said period the probation
38 officer shall report that the fine is in whole or in part
39 unpaid, and in his opinion the person is unwilling or
40 unable to pay it, the court may either extend said
41 period, place the case on file or revoke the suspen-
-42 sion of the execution of the sentence. When such
43 suspension is revoked, in a case where the fine has
44 been paid in part, the defendant may be committed
45 for default in payment of the balance.

1 Section 2. Said chapter two hundred and sev-
2 enty-nine is hereby amended by inserting after sec
3 tion one the following new section:
4 Section IA. When a person convicted before a
5 district court is sentenced to fine and imprisonment,
6 the court may direct that the execution of the sen-
-7 tence be suspended as to the fine or the improsnment
8 or both, and that he be placed on probation for such
9 time and on such terms and conditions as it shall

10 fix; the court may direct, as one of such terms and
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11 conditions, that payment of the fine may be made
12 to the probation officer in one payment, or in part
13 payments, during the period of probation or any ex-
-14 tension thereof, and when such fine shall have been
15 fully paid the order of commitment as to the fine
16 shall be void, but the order of commitment as to im-
-17 prisonment shall not be affected by such payment.
18 The probation officer shall give a receipt for every
19 payment so made, shall keep a record of the same,
20 shall pay the fine, or all sums received in part pay-
-21 ment thereof, to the clerk of the court at the end of
22 the period of probation or any extension thereof,
23 and shall keep on file the clerk’s receipt therefor.
24 If during or at the end of said period the probation
25 officer shall report that the fine is in whole or in part
26 unpaid, and in his opinion the person is unwilling or
27 unable to pay it, the court may either extend said
28 period, place the case on file or revoke the suspen-
-29 sion of the execution of the sentence. When such
30 suspension is revoked, in a case where the fine has
31 been paid in part, the defendant may be committed
32 for default in payment of the balance, and may also
33 be committed for the term of imprisonment fixed in
34 the original sentence.


