
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amendments
to the Constitution, I am returning herewith House Bill No.
1051, entitled “An Act Authorizing the Appointment as
Special Police Officers of Agents of the Animal Rescue League
of Boston and of the Boston Work Horse Relief Association,”
with the recommendation that it be amended as follows:

By striking out Section 10 and substituting therefor the following:

“Section 10. The Commissioner may appoint, at the request
of the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, the Animal Rescue League of Boston or the Boston Work
Horse Relief Association, duly accredited agents of the corporation
so requesting as special police officers to serve for one year, subject
to removal by the commissioner, who may require such special police
officers to report to him on their acts at such times and in such manner
as he may require. Such officers shall serve without pay, except their
regular compensation as agents of said corporations. They shall re-
ceive no fees for services or return of any criminal process and shall
have throughout the commonwealth the powers of constables and
police officers to arrest and detain any person violating any law for the
prevention of cruelty to animals.”

Prior to the enactment of Chapter 350 of the Acts of
1919, wffiich consolidated various state departments, the
members of the Massachusetts District Police were ap-
pointed by the Governor and when it seemed advisable to
designate as special police officers certain agent's of the So-
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals the power of
appointment was entrusted to the Governor, and later the
same power w 7 as given to the Governor with reference to the
appointment of certain agents of the Animal Rescue League
of Boston.
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It seems proper that certain agents of the Boston Work
Horse Relief. Association should be constituted as special
police officers for the prevention of cruelty to animals.

It seems advisable, however, that the Commissioner of
Public Safety should appoint these special officers as he
now has the power to appoint the members of the regular
state police officers and that he should have supervision over
them so that there may be no possibility of misunderstand-
ing on the part of the public in matters which may be char-
acterized as state police acts.

I therefore recommend that the present act be amended
as herein suggested.

CHANNING H. COX.






