
Executive Department, Boston, March 18, 1924.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

The Commissioner of Mental Diseases calls attention that
the United States Veterans Bureau will, in the near future,
open a new institution at Northampton for the care and
treatment of nervous and mental cases. Inquiry has already
been made to ascertain whether the Department of Mental
Diseases will issue a license to the physician in charge of this
Government hospital.

The Veterans Bureau cannot successfully administer this
institution caring for mental cases unless, when necessary,
patients may be committed to its care by a Court. The
Department has limited authority under Section 33, Chapter
123, General Laws, to issue a license to a properly qualified
physician who is a psychiatrist to maintain a private insti-
tution. The new Veterans Hospital at Northampton, a
Government institution, cannot be properly classified as a
private institution, and I therefore recommend that legisla-
tion be enacted giving the Department of Mental Diseases
authority to issue licenses to institutions established by the
United States Government.

A draft of a bill prepared by the Department of Mental
Diseases to meet this situation is presented herewith.

If this proposed legislation meets with your approval, an
emergency preamble should be attached, so that there may
be authority to permit the opening of the new Northampton
institution when completed.

CHANNING 11. COX.
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An Act relative to Persons who have been in the Military
or Naval Service of the United States.

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended as follows: In section ten by
3 striking out the word “or” where it occurs in the tenth
4 and eleventh lines and by adding at the end of the section
5 the words; or to institutions established by the United
6 States government and licensed by the department under
7 the provisions of section thirty-three A, so as to read
8 as follows: Section 10. The department shall divide the
9 commonwealth into districts, may change the districts

10 from time to time, and shall designate the state hospitals
11 to which insane, epileptic and feeble minded persons and
12 persons addicted to the intemperate use of narcotics and
13 stimulants from each district shall be committed. All
14 such persons within each district shall be committed to
15 the state hospitals designated for the district; except
16 that persons from any district may be committed to the
17 Westborough state hospital under section fifty-six, or to
18 any state hospital when the expense of their support is
19 paid by themselves or friends or upon the written ap-
-20 proval of the department, to the McLean hospital, to any
21 licensed private institution, or to institutions established

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.
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22 by the United States Government and licensed by the
23 department under the provisions of section thirty-three A.
24 In section twenty-one by striking out the word “pri-
-25 vate” in the second line and inserting in place thereof
26 the word; —licensed, — so as to read as follows:
27 Section 21. The department shall not transfer any person
28 to or from a licensed institution except upon the appli-
-29 cation of the superintendent or manager of such institu-
-30 tion and of the legal or natural guardian of such person,
31 nor transfer any voluntary inmate of any institution,
32 except with his written consent.
33 By adding at the end of section thirty-three the fol-
-34 lowing new section: Section 33a. The department
35 may also license physicians qualified as provided in
36 section fifty-three and who have had practical experience
37 in the care and treatment of persons suffering from mental
38 diseases, to have charge of institutions established and
39 maintained by the United States Government for the care
40 and treatment of persons who have been in the military
41 or naval service of the United States and are suffering
42 from mental disease. The department may fix reasonable
43 fees for said licenses.




