
HOUSE . . . .  No. 1603

E tc  C om m ontoealt!) of a jaggacin igettg

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s ,  April 9, 1924.

The committee on Street Railways, to whom was referred 
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1385) of 
Clinton Q. Richmond and another that the Berkshire 
Street Railway Company be exempted from the payment of 
certain expenses in connection with the construction and 
maintenance of public ways and bridges and the abolition 
of grade crossings, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

A. E. L IT T L E F IE L D .



Cfte Com m cm toealtf) of M assachusetts.

In the Tear One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An A ct exempting the Berkshire Street Railway Company 
from Certain Requirements of Law.

B e it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority o f the same, as follow s:

1 Chapter four hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
3 striking out section one and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: —
5 Section 1. The Berkshire street railway company shall
6 not during the years nineteen hundred and twenty-four,
7 nineteen hundred and twenty-five and nineteen hundred
8 and twenty-six be required to pay by assessment, taxa-
9 tion or otherwise directly or indirectly any part of the

10 expense of the construction, alteration, change of grade,
11 maintenance or repair of any street, highway or bridge,
12 or of any structure therein or thereon, or on account of
13 the abolition of any grade crossing or the removal of
14 wires from the surface of any street or highway to an
15 underground conduit or other receptacle for such wires,
16 or to pay or incur any expense whatever for or in con-
17 nection with the construction, alteration, maintenance or
18 repair of any street, highway or bridge, provided, that, if
19 the surface of any street or highway shall be opened or
20 disturbed by such company for any purpose relating to
21 the operation of its street railway, nothing in this section
22 shall be construed to relieve it from the expense of



23 restoring the surface of such street or highway to its
24 original condition; and provided, further, that nothing
25 herein shall relieve such street railway company, from
26 the payment of any assessment or expense made or
27 incurred for or on account of work done or to be done
28 under a valid order or decree, made before the passage
29 of this act, in a proceeding relating to the abolition of
30 any grade crossing or to the construction, alteration,
31 maintenance or repair of any street, highway or bridge
32 to which such street railway company was a party, or
33 made or incurred before the passage of this act under
34 any act of the general court, or prevent the placing of
35 future obligations upon the street railway company in
36 respect to the construction, alteration, maintenance or
37 repair of any bridge, structure, or part thereof, which
38 any corporation other than a municipal corporation or
39 any private person may be required in whole or in part
40 to construct, alter, maintain or repair; provided, that
41 nothing in this act shall relieve such company from its
42 obligation to change the grade of its tracks whenever
43 necessary on account of the new location of a state high-
44 way or of the reconstructing of a present state highway,
45 or of the construction of a town way when such construc-
46 tion is carried on under the direction of the division of
47 highways of the department of public works and funds
48 of the commonwealth are contributed toward the cost
49 thereof.




