
House of Representatives, April 10, 1024.

The committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 494)
of James M. Curley, mayor, for an amendment of the build-
ing laws of the city of Boston, and to whom was recommitted
the Bill to amend the building laws of the city of Boston
(House, No. 946), report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

DAVIS B. XENISTON.

HOUSE No. 1609

Cbc CommonUicalth of Massachusetts.
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An Act making Certain Amendments to the Building Laws
of the City of Boston.

1 Section 1. Section nine of chapter five hundred and
2 fifty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seven, as
3 amended by section one of chapter seven hundred and
4 eighty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen,
5 by section one of chapter three hundred and fifty-two
6 of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen, by
7 section two of chapter one hundred and seventy-nine of
8 the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and eighteen, and
9 by chapter one hundred and twenty-six of the acts of

10 nineteen hundred and twenty-two is hereby further
11 amended by striking out, in the ninth and tenth lines,
12 the words “nor to market sheds or market buildings not

13 exceeding the said height”, • so that the first paragraph
14 of section nine will read as follows: —Section 9.-—The
15 building limits of the city of Boston as they now exist
16 shall continue until changed by ordinance, and the city

17 council may by ordinance from time to time extend and
IS define them, and may establish other limits in any part
19 of the city within which every building built after the
20 establishment thereof shall be of the first or second class.

21 This restriction shall not apply to wharves, nor to build-
-22 ings not exceeding twenty-seven feet in height on wharves,

23 nor to elevators for the storage of coal or grain, if the
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24 external parts of such buildings, elevators or other struc-

-25 tures are covered with slate, tile, inefal, or other equally
26 fireproof material, and the mode of construction and the
27 location thereof are approved by the commissioner.
28 Temporary structures to facilitate the prosecution of any
29 authorized work may be erected under such conditions
30 as the commissioner may prescribe. Single and two-
-31 family dwellings not to be occupied and not intended,
32 arranged, or designed to be occupied, by more than two

33 families, may be built of third-class construction or of
34 composite construction in all parts of the city of Boston
35 not included in the building limits of the city as they
36 existed prior to the twenty-second day of September in
37 the year nineteen hundred and thirteen; but no such
38 building shall occupy more than sixty per cent of the
39 area of the lot upon which it is situated, and all such
40 buildings shall be constructed with pitched roofs not less
41 than thirty degrees with the horizontal.

1 Section 2. Section twelve of said chapter five hun-
-2 dred and fifty, as amended by section one of chapter
3 three hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twelve, by section two of chapter seven
5 hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred
6 and fourteen, by section one of chapter two hundred and
7 and eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
8 twenty-one, and by section seven of chapter four hundred
9 and sixty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and

10 twenty-three, is hereby further amended by inserting at
11 the end thereof the following new paragraph;
12 Whenever any building is subdivided into stores in the
13 first story and storage space is provided for such stores
14 in the basement, then such storage spaces shall be en-
-15 closed with partitions made of incombustible material
16 satisfactory to the commissioner.
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1 Section 3. Section thirteen of said chapter five
“ hundred and fifty, as amended by section three of chap-
-3 ter seven hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and fourteen, by section three of chapter three
5 hundred and fifty-two of the Special Acts of nineteen
6 hundred and fifteen, by chapter two hundred and seventy-
-7 seven of the Special Acts of nineten hundred and six-
-8 teen, by chapter one hundred and four of the Special
9 Acts of nineteen hundred and eighteen, and by section

10 eight of chapter four hundred and sixty-two of the acts
11 of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is further amended
12 by inserting after the word “window” in the fourth
13 line of the twentieth paragraph the words: provided,
14 that if the dormer window is in excess of fifty per cent
15 of the length of the roof on the side of the roof where
16 the dormer window is to be located, the same covering
17 as used on the external walls of the building may be
18 used, so that said paragraph will read as follows;
19 No material other than brick, tile, slate, metal, asbestos
20 shingles, or slag, shall hereafter be used to cover or
21 roof any building, or the tops, sides and outsides of
22 the frames of any dormer window; provided, that if
23 the dormer window is in excess of fifty per cent of
24 the length of the roof on the side of the roof where
25 the dormer window is to be located, the same cover-

26 ing as used on the external wmlls of the building may
27 be used, or any other projection of the roof of any
28 building, except wooden cornices on wooden frame
29 buildings; but on flat roofs composition of asbestos
30 and asphalt or tar and gravel may be used, or such
31 other composition of fire-resisting roofing as the
32 commissioner may authorize. Asphalt shingles may
33 also be used; provided, that each package of shingles
34 is inspected and labelled and that the shingles are made
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35 and laid in conformity with the regulations promulgated
36 by the Underwriters’ Laboratories as modified from time
37 to time by said laboratories; and provided, further, that
38 within the lines at present constituting the building
39 limits of the city of Boston such asphalt shingles may be
40 used only on buildings of third class construction, and
41 that they shall not be used within the building limits of
42 said city as they existed prior to September twenty-
-43 second, nineteen hundred and thirteen. Nothing in
44 this section shall be construed to prohibit the use of
45 materials approved by the commissioner for repair-
-46 ing any roof now covered with wooden shingles or to
47 prohibit covering with such approved materials the
48 roofs of buildings less than sixteen feet in height; pro-
-49 vided, that the building is not altered in height or other-
-50 wise generallv reconstructed.

1 Section 4. Section thirty-two of said chapter five
hundred and fifty, as amended by section five of chapter

3 seven hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and fourteen, by section thirteen of chapter one
5 hundred and seventy-nine of the Special Acts of nineteen
6 hundred and eighteen, by section two of chapter sixty of
7 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one and by sec-
-8 tion sixteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-9 three, is herebv further amended bv adding at the end of
10 the first paragraph the following: ■— The commissioner
11 may in respect to radio towers waive the provisions of
12 this section, • so that said paragraph will read as fol-
-13 lows:-—All structural metal supporting or forming part
14 of the frame, floors, roof or columns of any building,
15 except as otherwise exempted in this act, shall be pro-
-16 tected against the effect of heat. The commissioner may
17 in respeft to radio towers waive the provisions of this
18 section.
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19 By inserting at the end of the eleventh paragraph the
20 words: •—or other material satisfactory to the commis-
-21 sioner, •—so that said paragraph will read as follows:
22 In buildings of third class construction the exterior walls
23 at each floor level and all spaces between joists over
24 girders and bearing partitions, and from plate to roof
25 boarding, shall be fire stopped with masonry or metal or
26 other material satisfactory to the commissioner.

1 Section 5. Section thirty-five of chapter five hundred
2 and fifty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seven, as
3 amended by section three of chapter two hundred and
4 eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-5 one and by section seventeen of chapter four hundred
6 and sixty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-

-7 three, is hereby further amended by striking out in the
8 seventh line of the eleventh paragraph the word “other”
9 and inserting in place thereof the word: —such, so

10 that said paragraph will read as follows:-—New build-
-11 ings for habitation or tenement purposes of not more

12 than seventeen hundred fifty square feet area, may be

13 built of second class construction with the same restric-
-14 tions as required by the preceding paragraphs of this
15 section referring to alteration, remodelling and enlarging

16 of second class buildings. The exposure required under

17 this section shall apply to all such buildings hereafter
18 constructed and adapted for habitation.

1 Section 6. Section forty-five of said chapter five hun-

-2 dred and fifty, as amended by section ten of chapter

3 seven hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nineteen

4 hundred and fourteen, by section four of chapter three

5 hundred and fifty-two of the Special Acts of nineteen

6 hundred and fifteen, by sections one and two of chapter
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7 four hundred and forty-four of the acts of nineteen hun-
-8 dred and twenty, by section seven of chapter two hun-
-9 dred and eighty-nine and by chapter four hundred and
10 seventy-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-11 one, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
12 word “material” in the eleventh line of the first para-
-13 graph, the words:-—except as hereinafter provided,-—

14 so that said paragraph will read as follows: • Every
15 house for habitation, except a single family dwelling,
16 hereafter erected more than three stories in height or
17 covering an area of more than thirty-five hundred square
18 feet shall have a staircase designated by the commis-

-19 sioner, of incombustible material extending from the en-
-20 trance to the roof and with a pent house constructed of
21 incombustible material. And the said staircase shall not

22 extend below the entrance floor level, except as an exit
23 to the outside and shall have no opening into basement
24 or cellar and shall be enclosed in walls constructed of
25 incombustible material, except as hereinafter provided
26 In addition to the above staircase, all such building:

27 shall have a staircase enclosed as described in section
28 forty-seven. All door openings from all stair enclosures
29 shall have metal or metal covered self-closing doors and
30 metal or metal covered frames. Public halls therein shall
31 be at least three feet wide in the clear and stairs shall
32 be at least three feet wide between the wall and the
33 stair rail.

1 Section 7. Section sixty-five of said chapter five
2 hundred and fifty, as amended by section fifteen of chap-
3 ter two hundred and eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-one, is hereby further amended by
s'inserting after the word “sixty” in the ninth line, the
6 words:-— or by other means which in the opinion of the
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7 commissioner will provide a sufficient amount of light,
8 and by striking out, in the eighteenth line, the words
9 “at least one of the windows” and inserting in place

] 0 thereof the words: the window, so as to read as
11 follows: Section 65. Except as otherwise provided in
12 section sixty-six, in every tenement house hereafter
13 erected, covering a superficial area of more than seventeen
14 hundred and fifty square feet, every public hall shall
15 have at least one window opening directly upon a street,
16 a public alley or open passageway not less than ten feet
17 in width, a railroad right of way, a cemetery or a public
18 park, or upon a yard or court or a vent court as provided
19 in section sixty, or by other means which in the opinion
20 of the commissioner will provide a sufficient amount of
21 light. Either such window shall be at the end of said
22 hall, with the plane of the window substantially at right
23 angles to the axis of the hall, or there shall be at least
24 one window opening as above prescribed in every twenty
25 feet in length or fraction thereof of the hall; but this
26 provision for one window in every twenty feet of hall-
-27 way shall not apply to that part of the entrance hall be-
-28 tween .the entrance and the first flight of stairs, pro-
-29 vided that the entrance door contains not less than five
30 square feet of glazed surface. The window provided to

31 light each public hall shall be at least two feet six inches
32 wide and five feet high, measured between the stop beads.
33 Any part of a hall which is shut off from any other
34 part of said hall by a door or doors shall be deemed a

35 separate hall within the meaning of this section.


