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CONSTITUTI'"N

UNITED STATES.

——

CONSTITUTION

UNITED STATES
ARTICLE
Section

1.

Legislative

Powers

;

in

I.

whom

vested.

—

House of Representatives, how and by whom chosen Qual*
ifications of a Representative
Representatives and direct taxes, how
apportioned—Census—Vacancies to be filled—Power of choosing officers,
and of impeachment.
Sect. 3. Senators, how and by whom chosen How classified State
Sect. 2.

—

—

make temporary appointments,

executive to

in case, &c.

—
—Qualifications of

—President of the Senate, his right to vote— President pro
of Senate, how chosen — Power to try impeachments
When President tried, chief justice to preside —Sentence.
Times, &c., of holding elections, how prescribed—One session
Sect.
a Senator

and other

tern.,

officers

is

4.

in each year.

Membership — Quorum—Adjournments —Rules —Power to pun—Journal—Time of adjournments limited, unless, &c.
Compensation— Privileges— Disqualification in certain cases.
Sect.
House to originate
revenue
—Veto —Bill may be parsed
Sect.
by two-thirds of each house, notwithstanding, &c. —Bill not returned in
ten days — Provision as to
orders, &c., except, &c.
Sect

.

.5

.

ish or expel
6.

all

7.

bills

all

Sect.

8.

Sect. 9.

Powers of Congress.
Provision as to migration or importation of certain persons

— Bills of Attainder, &c. —Taxes, how apportioned— No
—No commercial preferences—No money drawn from treasury,

Habeas Corpus
export duty
unless,
less,

&c.—No

titular nobility— Officers not to receive presents,

&c.

Sect. 10.

States prohibited

1

from the exercise of certain powers.

un-

Constitution of the United States.
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ARTICLE

II.

—Electors of President numhow appointed — Electors to vote on same day — Qualification of
President— Oo whom his duties devolve in case of his removal, death, &c.
Sectiox

President

1.

his term of ofBce

;

;

ber and

—President's compensation—His oath.
may require opinion
may pardon— Treaty making power— Nomination of certain
oflScers — When President may fill vacancies.
President shall communicate to Congress—He may convene
Sect. 3.
President to be commander-in-chief—He

Sect. 2.

of,

&c., and

and adjourn Congress, in case, &c.
laws, and commission officers.

;

shall receive

;

execute

All civil offices forfeited for certain crimes.

Sect. 4.

ARTICLE

III.

—Tenure —Compensation.
extends — Original jurisdicJudicial power; to what cases
supreme court — Appellate — Trial by jury, except, &c. — Trial,

Section

Judicial power

1.

Sect. 2.
tion of

ambassadors

it

where.

Treason defined

Sect. 3.

—Proof of—Punishment
ARTICLE

Section

Each State

1.

of.

IV.

to give credit to the public acts, &c., of every

other State.
Sect. 2.

—Fugitives from justice

Privileges of citizens of each State

be delivered up

—Persons

to

held to service having escaped, to be delivered

up.
Sect. 3.

and other
Sect. 4.

Admission of new States

—Power

of Congress over territory

property.

Republican form of government guaranteed

—Each

State to

be protected.

ARTICLE
Constitution;

ARTICLE
Certain debts, &c., adopted

laws of the United States

—No religious

V.

how amended — Proviso.
VI.

—Supremacy

— Oath

of Constitution, treaties and

to support Coustitutiozi,

test.

ARTICLE
What ratification

VII.

shall establish Constitution.

by

whom

taken

Constitution of the United States.
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AMENDMENTS.
Rclij^ious establishment

I.

prohibited

—Frecclom

and right to petition.
Right to keep and bear arms.
No soldier to be quartered in any house,
Right of search and seizure regulated.

of speech, of the

press,

TI.

III.

.

IV.

unless, &c.

Provisions concerning prosecution, trial and punishment

Y.

—Pri-

vate property not to be tfiken for public use, without, Sec.

Further provision respecting criminal prosecutions.
Right of trial by jury secured.

TI.

VII.

Excessive bail or fines and cruel punishments prohibited.

"VIII.

Rule

IX.

ot construction.

Same subject.
Same subject.
Manner of choosing president and

X.

XI.
XII.

vice-president.

AVE, the people of t;:e United States, in order to form a
more perfect union, establish justice, insure dome.^tic tranquillity,

provide for

the

common

defence,

promote

the

general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves

and our

posterity,

do ordain and e-tahlish

this

Con-

stitution FOR THE United States of Ameuica.

ARTICLE
Section

I.

All legi>lative powers herein granted shall be

1.

vCNted in a congress of the United States, which shall couNist
of a senate

Sect.
of

2.

and house

of representatives.

The house

of representatives shall be composed

members chosen every second

several states

;

and the

year,

by the people of

electors iu each slate sliall

qualirtcations

requisite for electors of the

branch of the

state legislature.

No

person shall be a representative

tlie

have the

most numcrims

who

shall not liave

attained to the age of twenty- tive years, and been seven years

a citizen of the United States, and wtio
el-.cted,

chost n.

sfiall

not,

w

lien

be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be

;

Constitution of the United States.
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and

Representatives

direct

taxes shall be

apportioned

which may be included within this
Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall
be determined by adding to the whole number of free per-

among

the several states

bound

sons, including those

to service for a

term of years,

and excluding Indians not taxed, three- fifths of all other
The actual enumeration shall be made within
persons.
three years after the

meeting of the congress of the

first

and within every subsequent term of ten
The
years, in such manner as they shall by law direct.
number of representatives shall not exceed one for every
thirty thousand; but each state shall have at least one
representative; and until such enumeration shall be made,
the state of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three,
Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence PlantaUnited

States,

Pennsylvania

eight,

North Carolina

When
state,

New York

New

Jersey four,

Delaware one, Maryland six,

Yii-ginia ten,

tions one, Connecticut five,

five,

South Carolina

six,

five,

and Georgia three.

vacancies happen in the representation from any

the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of

election to

till

The house
and other

such vacancies.
of representatives shall choose their speaker

ofiicers

and

;

shall

have the

sole

power of impeach-

ment.
Sect.

3.

The

com-

senate of the United States shall be

posed of two senators from each
ture thereof, for six years

;

state,

chosen by the

and each senator

shall

legisla-

have one

vote.

Immediately
of the

after

first election,

be, into three classes.
class shall

they shall be assembled in consequence

they shall be divided, as equally as

The

seats of the

senators of the

first

be vacated at the expiration of the second year

of the second class at the expiration of the fourth year
of the third class, at the expiration of the sixth year

one-third

may

may be

chosen every second year

;

and

if

;

;

and

so that

vacancies

Constitution of the United States.
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happen by resignation or otherwise, during the recess of the
legislature of any state, the executive thereof may make
next meeting of

temporary appointments, until the
legislature,

No

which

shall then

fill

the

such vacancies.

who shall not have attained
and been nine years a citizen of

per-ion shall be a senator,

to the age of thirty years,

the United States, and

who

shall not,

when

an

elected, be

inhabitant of that state for which he shall be chosen.

The

vice-president of the United States shall be president

of the senate, but shall have

no vote unless

tliey

be equally

divided.

senate shall choose their other officers, and also a pres-

The
ident

tempore, in the absence of the vice-president, or

])ro

when he

shall exercise the office of president of the

United

States.

The
ments

senate shall have the sole

when

;

power

When

or affirmation.

impeach-

be on oath

the president of the United States

tried, the chief justice shall preside

;

and no person

is

shall be

without the concurrence of two- thirds of

convicted

members

to try all

sitting for that purpose, they shall

the

present.

Judgment, in cases

of impeachment,

shall

not extend

further than to removal from office and disqualification to

hold ar.d enjoy any

United States
liable

;

office of

honor, trust, or profit, under the

but the party convicted shall nevertheless be

and subject

to indictment, trial,

judgment and punish-

ment according to law.
Sect.

4.

The

tions for senators

times, places

and manner of holding

and representatives,

shall

elec-

be prescribed in

each state by the legislature thereof; but the congress may,
at

any time, by law, make or

alter

such regulations, except

as to the places of choosing senators.

The

congress shall assemble at least once in every year,

and such meeting

shall be

on the

first

Monday

in

unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

December,

Constitution of the United States.
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Sect.

Each house

5.

shall

be the judge of the elections,

own members, and a majorquorum to do business but a
number may adjourn from day to day, and may be

returns and qualifications of

its

ity of each shall constitute a

smaller

;

authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in
such manner, and under such penalties, as each house may
provide.

Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings,
its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the
concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member.
Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and

punish

from time

time publish the same, excepting such parts as

to

judgment require secrecy and the yeas and
nays of the members of either house, on any question, shall
at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the

may

in their

;

journal.

Neither house, during the session of congress, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three
.

days, nor to

any other place than that in which the two

houses shall be
Sect.

6.

sitting.

The

and representatives

senators

shall receive a

compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law, and
paid out of the treasury of the United States.
all

They

shall, in

except treason, felony and breach of the peace, be

cases,

privileged

from

arrest

during their attendance at the session
and returning from

of their respective houses, and in going to

the same

;

and

for

any speech or debate

in either house,

they

be questioned in any other place.
senator or representative shall, during the time for

shall not

No

which he was

elected, be appointed to

any

civil office

under

the authority of the United States, which shall have been
created,

or the

emoluments whereof shall have been inand no person holding any office

creased during such time

under the United States

;

shall be a

during his continuance in

office.

member

of either house

Constitution of the United States.
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7.

All

raising revenue shall

bills for

the house of representatives

;

concur with amendments, as on other

originate in

may

but the senate
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propose or

bills.

Every

bill which shall have passed the house of represenand the senate, shall, before it become a law, be presented to the president of the United States if he approve,
he shall sign it but if not, he shall return it, with his
objections, to that house in which it shall have originated,

tatives

;

;

who

thirds of that

house

If, after

it.

which

it

their journal,

shall agree to pass the bill,

shall

it

it

shall

be

the other house, by

be reconsidered, and,

shall likewise

two-thirds of that house,

and

such reconsideration, two-

together with the objections, to

sent,

such

on

shall enter the objections at large

proceed to reconsider

if

approved by

become a law.

But

in all

both houses shall be determined by

cases, the votes of

and the names of the persons voting for and
be entered on the journal of each house
respectively.
If any bill shall not be returned by the president within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have
been presented to him, the same shall be a law, in like
manner as if he had signed it, unless the congress, by their
adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall not
yeas and nays
against the

;

bill, shall

be a law.

Every

which the concurrence
and house of representatives may be necesf-ary,

order, resolution or vote, to

of the senate

(except on a question of adjournncent,) shall be presented to
the president of the United States
shall take effect, shall

;

and,

before the

be approved by him,

or,

same

being dis-

approved by him, shall be repassed by two- thirds of the
senate

and

and house of

representatives, according to the rules

limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.

Sect.

8.

The congress

shall

collect taxes, duties, imposts

provide for the

common

United States

but

;

all

and

have power :— To lay and
excises, to pay the debts and

defence and general welfare of the

duties, imposts

and

excises shall be

Constitution of the United States.
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—To borrow money
—To regulate commerce

uniform throughout the United States

on the

credit of the

United States

:

:

with foreign nations and among the several
the Indian tribes

:

— To

establish an

and with

states,

uniform rule of natural-

and uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies

ization,

—

throughout the United States
To coin money, regulate the
value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of
:

weights and measures

—To

provide for the punishment of
and current coin of the United
States
To establish post offices and post roads
To promote the progress cf science and useful arts, by securing,
for limited times, to authors and inventors, the exclusive
right to their respective writings and discoveries
To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court
To define
and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas,
To declare war,
and offences against the law of nations
grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules concerning captures on land and water
To raise and support
armies but no appropriation of money to that use shall be
To provide and maintain
for a longer term than two years
To make rules for the government and regulation
a navy
To provide for calling forth
of the land and naval forces
:

counterfeiting the securities
:

—

:

—

—
—
:

:

:

:

—

—

;

:

:

—

—

:

—

the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insur-

—

and repel invasions: To provide for organizing,
arming and disciplining the militia, and for governing such
part of them as may be employed in the service of the United
rections

States, reserving to the states, respectively, the

of the

officers,

appointment

and the authority of training the

according to the discipline prescribed by congress
ercise exclusive legislation in all cases

:

militia,

— To ex-

whatsoever over such

may by session
and the acceptance of congress, become
the seat of the government of the United States; and to
exercise like authority over all places purchased by consent
of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be, for
the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock yards and
district,

(not exceeding ten miles square,) as

of particular states,

;

Constitution of the United States.
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:

and

to

make
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laws which shall

all

be necessary and proper

for

foregoing powers, and

other powers vested by this con-

stitution in the

department or
Sect.
as

9.

any of the

all

carrying into execution the

government of the Uaiited

any

States, or in

officer thereof.

The migration
states

now

shall not be prohibited

or importation of such persons,

existing shall think proper to admit,

by the congress

thousand eight hundred and eight

prior to the year

but a tax or duty

:

imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten

one

may be

dollars for

each person.
Tlie privileges of the writ of habeas corims

suspended, unless
public safety

No
No

bill

may

require

be

shall not

virhen, in cases of rebellion or invasion,

the

it.

of attainder or ex post facto law, shall be passed.

capitation or other direct tax, shall be laid, unless in

proportion to the census or enumeration, herein before directed
to be taken.

No

tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any-

state.

No

preference shall be given,

merce or revenue,
another

;

by any regulation

to the ports of

one

of

com-

state over those of

nor shall vessels bound to or from one

state,

be

obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.

No money

shall be

drawn from the treasury but

quence of appropriations made by law

;

in conse-

and a regular

state-

ment and account of the receipts and expenditures of all
public money shall be published from time to time.
No title of nobility shall be granted by tlie United States
and no person holding any
them,

any

shall,

office

of profit or trust under

without the consent of the congress, accept of

emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatfrom any king, prince, or foreign state.

present,

ever,

Sect. lO.

No

state shall enter into

any

treaty, alliance,

—
Constitution of the United States.
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or confederation

money

emit

;

;

bills

grant letters of marque and reprisal
of credit

make any

;

;

coin

thing but gold and

payment of debts pass any bill of
law impairing the obligation
of contracts or grant any title of nobility. No state shall,
without the consent of the congress, lay any imposts, or duties
on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws and the net produce
of all duties and imposts, laid by any state on imports, or
silver coin a tender in

;

attainder, ex post facto law, or
;

;

exports, shall be for the use of the treasury of the United
States

and

;

all

such laws shall be subject to the revision and

No

control of the congress.

state shall,

without the consent

of congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships of

war, in time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact

with another

state,

or with a foreign power, or engage in

war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as
will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE
Sect.

1.

The executive power

II.

shall be vested in a Presi-

dent of the United States of America.

during the term of four years

office

;

He

shall

hold his

and, together with the

Vice-President, chosen for the same term, be elected as fol-

lows

:

Each
thereof

state shall appoint, in

may

number

may be

direct, a

such manner as the legislature
of electors, equal to the

whole

of senators and representatives to which the state
entitled in the congress

tative, or person

United

number

holding an

:

States, sliall be appointed

The electors shall meet
by ballot for two persons,

but no senator or represen-

office

of trust or profit under the

an

elector.

and vote
be
an inhabitant of the same state with themselves and they
shall make a list of all the persons voted for, and of the
in their respective states,

of

whom

one

at least,

shall not
:

number

of votes for each;

which

list

they shall sign and

:

Constitution of the United States.

19

and transmit, sealed, to the seat of the government of
the United States, directed to the president of the senate.

certify,

The

president of the senate shall, in the presence of the

senate and house of representatives,

open all the certifiand the votes shall then be counted. The person
having the greatest number of votes, shall be the president, if

cates,

such number be a majority of the whole number of electors
And if there be more than one who hive such
appointed
:

and have an equal number of

majority,

votes, then

the

house of representatives shall immediately choose by ballot
one of them for president and if no person have a majority,
then from the five highest on the list, the said house shall,
;

in like manner, choose the president
president, the votes shall be taken

but in choonng the

:

by

states, the

representa-

from eaoh state having one vote a quorum for this
purpose shall consist of a member or members from twothirds of the states, and a majority of all the states sball be
tion

;

necessary to a choice.

In every

case, after the choice of the

president, the person having the greatest

number
But

of the electors shall be the vice-president.

should remain two or more

who have

of votes
if

there

equal votes, the senate

from them, by ballot, the vice-president. [See
Amendments, Article XII.]
The congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes
which day shall be the same throughout the United States.

shall choose

No

person, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of

the United

States

at

constitution,

shall

be

the

time of

eligible

to

the adoption

the

office

of this

of president;

neither shall any person be eligible to that office,

who

shall

not have attained the age of thirty- five years, and been fourteen years a resident within the United States.

In case of the removal of the president from

office,

or of his

and
same shall devolve on the viceand the congress may by law provide for the case

death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers
duties of the said office, the

president

;

—
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of removal, death, resignation or inability, both of the presi-

dent and vice-president, declaring what
act as president;

and such

officer

then

shall

officer shall act accordingly, until

the disability be removed, or a president shall be elected.

The

president shall, at stated times, receive for his services

a compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been elect-

and he shall not receive, within that period, any other
emolument from the United States, or any of them.
Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall

ed

;

take the following oath or affirmation

:

" I do solemnly swear (or affirm,) that I will faithfully
execute the office of president of the United States, and will,
to the best of

my

ability, preserve, protect,

and defend the

constitution of the United States."
2.
The president shall be commander-in-chief of
army and navy of the United States, and of the militia

Sect.
the

of the several states,

United

when called

He may

States.

into the actual service of the

require the opinion in writing, of

the principal officer in each of the executive departments,

upon any
offices,

dons

subject relating to the duties of their respective

and he

shall

have power to grant reprieves and par-

for offiinces against the

United

States, except in cases of

impeachment.

He

shall

have power, by and with the advice and consent

of the senate, to

make

treaties,

provided two-thirds of the

nominate, and, by and
with the advice and consent of the senate, shall appoint

senators present concur;

and he

shall

ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of
the supreme court,

and all other officers of the United
whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law but the
congress may by law vest the appointment of such inferior
States,

:

officers as

they think proper, in the president alone, in the

courts of law, or in the heads of departments.

Constitution of the United States.
Tlie president shall have

power

to

up

fill
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vacancies that

all

during the recess of the senate, by granting

may happen

comraissious which shall expire at the end of their next

Sect.

He

3.

shall,

from time to time, give

information of the state of the Union, and

to the congress

recommend

to their

and

consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary

expedient

;

he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both

or either of them, and in case of disagreement
between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he
may adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper he

houses,

;

ambassadors and other public ministers

shall receive

shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed,

commission
Sect.

all

he

shall

all

civil

the officers of the United States.

The

4.

;

and

president,

vice-president,

and

officers of the

United States, shall be removed from

impeachment

for,

on
and conviction of, treason, bribery, or
other high crimes and misdemeanors.

ARTICLE

office

III.

power of the United States shall be
Sect. 1.
vested in one supreme court, and in such inferior courts as
the congress may, from time to time, ordain and establish.
The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall
hold their offices during good behavior, and shall at stated
times, receive for their services a compensation, which shall

The

judicial

not be diminished during their continuance in

office.

power shall extend to all cases, in
law and equity, arising under this constitution, the laws of
the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be
Sect.

2.

made, under
dors,

The

judicial

their authority

;

to all cases affecting

other public ministers, and consuls

admiralty and maritime

which the United

jurisdiction

;

;

ambassa-

to all cases of

to controversies

States shall be a party

;

to

to controversies

Constitution of the United States.
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between two or more states between a state and citizens of
another state between citizens of different states, between
citizens of the same state claiming lands under grants of
;

;

different states,

and foreign

and between a

state, or

the citizens thereof,

Amendments,

[See

states, citizens, or subjects.

XL]

Article

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers
and consuls, and those in which a state shall be a party, the
supreme court shall have original jurisdiction. In all the other
cases before mentioned, the supreme court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions and under siich regulations, as the congress shall make.
The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment,
and such trial shall be held in the state
shall be by jury
where the said crimes shall have been committed but when
not committed within any state, the trial shall be at such
place or places as the congress may by law have directed.
;

;

Sect

Treason against the United States shall consist

3.

only in levying war against them, or in adhering to their
enemies, giving them aid and comfort.

No

person shall be

convicted of treason, unless on the testimony of two witnesses
to the t^ame overt act, or

The

on confession in open court.

congress shall have power to declare the punishment

of treason

;

but no attainder of treason

shall

of blooH, or forfeiture, except during the

work corruption

life

of the person

attainted.

ARTICLE
Sect.
stare to

the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of

every otVer state
prescribe the
ceedings*, shall

Sect.

IV.

Full faith and credit shall be given in each

1.

2.

privileges

:

and the congress may, by general laws,
in which such acts, records and pro-

manner

be proved, and the

The

effect thereof.

citizens of each state- shall be entitled to all

and immunities of

citizens in the several states.

Constitution of the United Sfaf.es.

A

person charged in any state with treason, felony, or

other crime,

another

who

from justice, and be found in
on demand of the executive authority of

shall flee

state, shall,

the state from which hp
to the state

No

fied,

be delivered up, to be removed

having jurisdiction of the crime.

per;)On h?ld to service or labor in

one

law-* theref^f, escaping into another, shall,

whom

party to

Sect.

such service or labor

New

3.

tliis

Union

states

but no

;

state,

under the

in consequence of

therein, be discharged

any law or regulation

vice or labor; but shall be delivered

into

23

from such

ser-

up on claim of the

may

be due.

may be admitted by the congress
new state shall be formed or erected

within the jurisdiction of any other

state, nor any state be
formed by the junction of two or more states or parts of
states, without the consent of the legislatures of the states

concerned, as well as of the congress.
Ttie congress shall have

power

to dispose of,

and make

needful rules and regulations respecting the territory
other property belonging to the United States;

all

or

and nothing

in this constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice

any

claims of the United States, or of any particular state.

The Unittd States shall guarantee to every
Union a republican form of goveriiment and
shall protect each of them against invasion
and, on application of the legislature, or of the executive, (when the legisSect.

4.

state in

this

:

:

lature cannot be convened,) against domestic violence.

ARTICLE

V.

The congress, whenever two thirds of both houses shall
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this constitution, or

thirds

several

states, shall

call

a

convention

for

amendments, which, in either case, shall be
all intents and purposes, as part of this constitu-

proposing
valid to

on the application of the legislatures of two-

the

of
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tion,

when

by the legislatures of three- fourths
by conventions in three-fourths

ratified

of the several states, or

one or the other mode of

thereof, as the

ratification

may be

proposed by the congress; provided, that no amendment

which may be made prior to the year one thousand eight
hundred and eight, shall, in any manner, affect the first and
fourth clauses in the ninth section of the
that

no

without

state

first article

and

;

consent, shall be deprived of

its

its

equal suffrage in the senate.

ARTICLE

VI.

All debts contracted, and engagements entered into before
the adoption of this constitution, shall be as valid against
the United States,

under

constitution, as

this

under the

Confederation.

This constitution, and the laws of the United States which
shall be

which

made

shall

States, shall

in pursuance thereof,

all treaties

be the supreme law of the land

in every state shall be
or laws of

stitution

and

made, or

be made, under the authority of the United

bound
any

;

and the judges

thereby, any thing in the con-

state

to

the contrai-y notwith-

standing.

The senators and
members of the

the

tive

and

several

representatives before mentioned,
several state legislatures,

and

judicial officers, both of the United States
states,

shall be

support this constitution

all

and

execu-

and of the

bound, by oath or affirmation, to
;

but no religious

required as a qualification to any

office or

test shall

ever be

public trust under

the United States.

ARTICLE
The

VII.

ratification of the conventions of

sufficient for the establishment

the states so ratifying the same.

nine states shall be

of this constitution, between
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ARTICLES,
In addition

to,

aiid

a?nendment

of,

U7iited States, proposed by congress,

latures

of the several

States,

the

Constitution of

and

ratified

pursuant

to

by the

tJie

legis-

the fifth article of

the original Constitution.

Congress shall

I.

ment

make no law

respecting an establish-

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press
of the people peaceably to assemble,

government
II.

and

;

or the right

the

to petition

for a redress of grievances.

A well regulated militia being

necessary to the secu-

rity of a free state, the right of the people to

keep and bear

arms, shall not be infringed.

No

soldier shall, in time of peace,

be quartered in any

house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war,
but in a manner to be prescribed by law.
IV.

The

right of the people to be secure in their persons,

houses, papers and

and
and no warrants shall issue,
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and
seiziires, shall

effects,

against unreasonable searches

not be violated

;

the persons or things to be seized.

V.

No person shall be held to answer for

a capital or other-

wise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment
of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval

when in actual service in time of war
nor shall any person be subject for the

forces, or in the militia

or public danger

;

sajue offence to be twice

2

put in jeopardy of

life

or limb

;

nor
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shall be compelled, in

any criminal

against himself, nor be deprived of

without due process of law

;

case, to

life,

be a witness

liberty or property,

nor shall private property be

taken for public use, without just compensation,

In

VI.

criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy

all

the right to a speedy and public

trial,

by an impartial jury of

the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained
by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the

accusation;

him

be confronted with

to

the

witnesses against

have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses
in his favor and to have the assistance of counsel for his
;

to

;

defence.

In

VII.

suits at

common

law, where the value in contro-

versy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of
shall be preserved,

and no

fact,

tried

by jury

trial

by a jury,

shall be

otherwise re-examined, in any court of the United States,

than according to the rules of the

VIII.

nor cruel and unusual punishments

The enumeration, in the

IX.

rights, shall not

retained

law.

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive

fines imposed,

X.

common

by the

inflicted.

constitution, of certain

be construed to deny or disparage others

people.

The powers not

delegated to the United States

constitution, nor prohibited

by

it,

by the

to the states, are reserved

to the states respectively, or to the people.

XI. The judicial power of the United States shall not
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by

;;;
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by

any

citizens of another state, or

or subjects of

citizens

foreign state.

XII.

The

meet in their respective

electors shall

states,

vote by ballot for president and vice-president, one of

not be an inhabitant of the same state with

at least, shall

themselves

;

and

whom

name

they shall

in their ballots,

the person

voted for as president, and in distinct ballots, the person
voted for as vice-president
of

all

;

and they

shall

make

persons voted for as president, and of

all

distinct lists

persons voted

and of the number of votes for each
certify, and transmit sealed to
of the government of the United States, directed to

for as vice-president,

which

lists

the seat

they shall sign and

the president of the senate

;

the president of the senate shall,

and house of representatives,
and the votes shall then be count-

in the presence of the senate

open

all

the certificates,

ed; the person having the greatest

number of votes for
number be a major-

president, shall be the president, if such

of the Avhole number of electors appointed
and if
no person have such majority, then from the persons
having the highest numbers, not exceeding three on the
ity

list

:

of those voted for

as

president,

sentatives shall choose immediately,

by

the house of repreballot, the president

but in choosing the president, the votes shall be taken by
states, the representation from each state having one vote
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all
the states shall be necessary to a choice and if the house of
;

representatives shall not choose a president,

of choice shall devolve
of

March next

whenever the right

upon them, before the fourth day

follo-vving,

then the vice-president shall act as

president, as in the case of the death or other constitutional
disability of the president.

The person having

the greatest

number

of votes as vice-

president, shall be the vice-president, if such

majority of the whole

number

number be a

of electors appointed

;

and

if

—
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no person have a majority, then, from the two highest num.bers on the list, the senate shall choose the vice-president a
;

quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the
whole number of senators, and a majority of the whole
number shall be necessary to a choice.
But no person, constitutionally ineligible to the office of
president, shall be eligible to

United

that

of vice-president of the

States.

— [The

Articles of Confederation between the thirteen United
America were agreed upon by delegates from the States, in Congress assembled, on the 15th of November, 1777, and were finally ratified
by all the States, March 1st, 1781. On the 21st of February, 1787, the
Congress of the Confederation recommended that a Convention of Delegates, to be appointed by the States, be held for the purpose of revising
the Articles of Confederation. In accordance with this recommendation,
delegates from the several States met together at Philadelphia, Monday,
May 14th, 1787, and organized by choosing George Washington as their
President. On the 17th of September the Convention finally agreed to a
proposed form of Constitution, which was transmitted to the Congress of
the Confederation. By that body copies were transmitted to the several
States, and the Constitution was ratified by Conventions therein, in the

Note.

States of

following order:

Delaware,

December
"
"

Pennsylvania,

New

Jersey,

Georgia,

18,

January
"

Connecticut,

7,

12,

1787.

"
"

2, 1788.
9)

"

Massachusetts,

February

Maryland,

April

28,

South Carolina,
New Hampshire,

May

23,

"
"
"

June

21,

''

Virginia,

New

York,

"

July

6,

26,
26,

"
"

Eleven States having ratified the Constitution, Congress proceeded to
all proper preparations for carrying it into effect.
The first Wednes-

make

day of January, 1789, was appointed as the time for choosing electors, the
Wednesday in February as the day on which they should vote for

first

President and Vice-President, and the

first Wednesday of March as the day
on which the new Congress should assemble together. The members of
the two houses of the new Congress met at New York at the time appoint-
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ed, March 4th, 1789. A quorum of the Ilouse of RepresentatiTCs did not
appear until the 1st of April, when a Speaker and Clerk were chosen. A
quorum of the Senate did not appear until April 6th, when a President

pro tempore was chosen, for the purpose of counting the votes for Presi-

On the same day, in presence of both houses,
and counted.
was
declared elected President, and John Adams ViceGeorge Washington
President. The Senate then elected a President j^ro tempore, and a Secretary, and both houses, being organized, proceeded to transact public business.
On the 21st of April the Vice-President assumed his seat as President
of the Senate, and on Thursday, April 30th, George Washington was
inaugurated President. The Constitution was ratified soon afterwards by
the two remaining States by North Carolina, Nov. 21st, 1789, and by
dent and Vice-President.

the returns of votes from the several States were opened

;

Rhode Island May 29th,

On

1790.

the 2.5th of September, 1789, Congress proposed twelve articles of

amendment

to the Constitution, ten of

which (numbered in the preceding

pages from one to ten,) were finally ratified December loth, 1791.
eleventh article of

amendment was proposed by Congress March

The

5th, 1794,

and was declared by the President, in his message of Jan. 8, 1798, to have
been adopted by the requisite number of States. The twelfth amendment
was proposed by Congress December 12th, 1803, and was adopted during
the year 1804.]

CONSTITUTION

IS^^SS^CHXJSETTS

—
;

CONSTITUTION
OR

FORM OF GOVERNMENT
FOR THE

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,

PREAMBLE.
Objects of

—Body politic

Government

PART
Article

1.

;

how formed—Its

I.— DECLARATION

Equality and natural rights of

OF RIGHTS.
all

men.

Art.

2.

Right and duty of public religious worship

Art.

3.

Legislature

and

empowered

to enjoin attendance thereon

teachers secured
less,

&c.

AU

—Option, as

to

to

—Protection therein.

compel provision

—Exclusive

whom

nature.

for public

worship

right of electing religious

parochial taxes

may

be paid, un-

denominations equally protected— Subordination of one

£ect to another, prohibited.

Art.

4.

Art.

5.

Eight of self-government secured.
Accountability of all officers, &c.

Art.

6.

Services rendered to the pubUc, being the only title to peculiar

privileges, hereditary offices are

Art.

7.

Art.
Art.

9.

absurd and unnatural.

Objects of government

;

right of people to institute

and chango

it.

8.

Eight of people to secure rotation in office.
having the qualifications prescribed, equally ehgible to

All,

office.

Art. 10. Right of protection and duty of contribution, correlative
Taxation, founded on consent—Private property not to be taken for public

uses, without, &c.

—
;
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Remedies, by recourse to the law, to be

Art. 11.
prompt.
Art.

Prosecutions regulated.

12.

cases, except,

Art.
Art.
Art.

Art.
Art.

trial

15.

Crimes to be proved in the vicinity.
Right of search and seizure regulated.
Right to trial by jury sacred, except, &c.

16.

Liberty of the Press.

17.

Right to keep and bear

13.

14.

arms—Standing

civil.

Moral qualifications

18.

complete and

by jury

in criminal

&c.

Military power, subordinate to

Art.

Right to

free,

armies dangerous-

—^Moral obligations of law-givers

for office

and magistrates.
Art.

19.

Right of people to instruct representatives and petition

20.

Power

legis-

lature.

Art.

whom

suspend laws or their execution

—When

and by

Freedom of debate, &c., and reason thereof.
Frequent sessions, and objects thereof.
Taxation founded on consent.

Art. 21.

Art.

to

exercised.

22.

Art.

23.

Art.

24.

JEx post facto laws, prohibited.

Art. 25.

Legislature not to convict of treason, &c.

Art.
Art.
Art.

26.

Excessive bail or fines, and cruel punishments, prohibited.

27.

No

28.

Citizens

any house, unless, &c.
exempt from law-martial, unless, &c.
Judges of supreme judicial court Tenure of their
soldier to be quartered in

—

Art. 29.

offices

Salaries.

Art.

Separation of executive, judicial and legislative departments.

30.

PART

FRAME OF GOVERNMENT.

II.— THE

CHAPTER I.— The

Legislative Power.

Section J.— The General Court.

Article

Legislative department shall consist of, &c.

1.

ble every year

Art.

2.

— Style

—Shall

assem-

of.

Governor's veto

—Bill

may

be passed by two-thirds of each

house, notwithstanding.

Art. 3. General Court may constitute judicatories, courts of record,
&c. Courts, &c., may administer oaths.

—

Art.

4.

General Court

Constitution

;

may

may

prescribe their duties

;

impose taxes

for defence, protection, &c.
least, while,

&c.

enact laws, &c., not repugnant to the

provide for the election or appointment of officers
;

duties

and

excises, to

—Valuation of estates,

be disposed of

once in ten years, at

—
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I
Section II.

Article

1.

districts, until,

Senate,

number

— The

and by

of,

Senate.

whom

elected

—Counties

to

be

&c.

—

Art. 2. Manner and time of clioosing senators and councillors Word
" inhabitant " defined— Selectmen to preside at town meetings— Return
of votes Inhabitants of unincorporated plantations, who pay state taxes,
may vote— Plantation meetings— Assessors to notify, &c.
Art. 3. Governor and council to examine and count votes and issue

—

summonses.
Art.

4.

Senate to be final judges of elections, &c., of its

—Vacancies, how

own members

filled.

Art.

5.

Qualifications of a senator.

Art.

6.

Senate not to adjourn for more than two days.

Art.

7.

Shall choose its

Art.

8.

Shall try all

Art.

9.

Quorum.

own

officers

impeachments

and

establish its rules.

—Oaths—Limitation of sentence.

Section 111.— House of Representatives.

Article

1.

Representation of the people.

—

2.
Representatives, by whom chosen Proviso as to towns having
than one hundred and fifty ratable polls—Towns liable to fine, in case,
&c. Expense of travelling to and from the general court, how paid.
Art. 3. Qualifications of a representative.
Art. 4. Qualifications of a voter.

Art.

less

—

Art.

5.

Representatives,

when

chosen.

House alone can impeach.
Art. 7. House to originate all money bills.
Art. 8. Not to adjourn more than two days.
Art. 9. Quorum.
Art. 10. House to judge of returns, &c., of its own members; to
choose its officers and establish its rules, &c. May punish for certain
offences Privileges of members.
Art. 11. Governor and council may punish General limitations
Art.

6.

—

—

—

Trial

may

be by committee, or otherwise.

CHAPTER

II.—The Executive Power.

Section

I.

— Tke

Governor.

—

Governor His title.
Art. 2. To be chosen annually Qualifications.
Art. 3. To be chosen by the people by vote of majority
when no person has a majority.
Art. 4. Power of governor, and of governor and council.
Article

1.

—

Art.

5.

Same

subject.

—How chosen

—
36

Constitution of Massachusetts.

Art.

Governor and council

6.

may

adjourn general court, in cases,

&c., but not exceeding ninety days.

Art.

7.

Art.

8.

Governor to be commander-in-chief— Limitation.
Governor and council may pardon offences, except, &c., but

not before conviction.

Art.

All judicial officers, &c.,

9.

how nominated and

appointed.

—How commissioned—Major-generals, how appointed and commissioned — Vacancies, how
in case,
&c. — Officers, duly commissioned, how removed— Adjutants, &c., how
appointed— Organization of militia.
Art.

Militia officers,

10.

how

elected

filled,

Art.
Art.
Art.
court

11.

Money, how drawn from the treasury, except, &c.

12.

All public boards, &c., to

13.

Salary of governor

—Salaries to be enlarged,

make

— Salaries

quarterly returns.

of justices of supreme judicial

if insufficient.

Section 11.— The Lieutenant-Governor.

Article

1.

Lieutenant-governor

;

his

title

and

qualifications

—How

chosen.

Art.

President of council

2.

—Lieutenant-governor a

member

of,

ex-

cept, &c.

Art.

Lieutenant-governor to be acting governor, in case, &c.

3.

Section 111.— The Council.

Article

Art.

1.

Council.

Number

2.

;

from

whom and how

chosen

—If senators

become

councillors their seats to be vacated.

Art.

3.

Art.
Art.

4.

Rank of councillors.
No district to have more than

5.

Register of council.

Art.

6.

Council to exercise the power of governor in case, &c.

Art.

7.

Elections

may

Section IV.

Article
igible for

Art.

1.

2.

be adjourned, until, &c.

Secretary.^ Treasurer,

—Order thereof.

Cormnissary, ^e.

whom and how

Secretary, &c., bj^

more than

two.

chosen

— Treasurer inel-

five successive years.

Secretary to keep records, to attend the governor and council,

&c.

CHAPTER
Article

1.

cial officers to

III.—Judiciary Power.

—

Tenure of all commissioned officers to be expressed Judihold office during good behavior, except, &c. But may bo

—

removed on address.
Art.

2.

Justices of supreme judicial court to give opinions,

3.

Justices of the peace

quired.

Art.

;

tenure of their

office.

when

re-

—
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Art.

4.

Provision for holding probate courts.

Art.

5.

Provision for determining causes of mari'iage, divorce, &c.

CHAPTER IV.— Delegates
CHAPTER,

to Congress.

The University at Cambridge, and Encouragement op

V.

Literature, &c.
Section

Article

and

Harvard College

1.

— The University.
—Powers, privileges, &c., of the president
I.

fellows, confirmed.

Art.

2.

All gifts, grants, &c., confirmed.

Art.

3.

Who

shall be overseers

—Power of alteration

reserved to the

legislature.

Section

Duty

II.

of legislators

— The

Encouragement of

and magistrates in

CHAPTER VI.— Oaths and

all

Literature.

future periods.

Subscriptions

;

Incompatibilitt op

and

Commissions
Exclusion from Offices Pecuniary Qualifications
Writs Confirmation of Laws Habeas Corpus The Enacting Style
Provisions
Officers
for
a
future
Revisal op the
Continuance of
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Constitution.

Article
Art.

1.

Oaths, &c.

Plurality of offices, prohibited to governor. Sec, except, &c.

2.

—Incompatible
Art.

offices

— Bribery, &c., operate as disqualifications.
—Property qualifications may

Value of money ascertained

3.

be

increased.

Art.

4.

Provisions respecting commissions.

Art.

5.

Provisions respecting writs.

Art.
Art.

6.

7.

Continuance of former laws, except, &c.
Benefits of habeas corpus secured, except, &c.

Art.

8.

The enacting

Art.
Art.

9.

Officers of

style.

former government continued until, &c.

Provision for revising constitution.

10.

Provision for preserving and publishing this constitution.

Art. 11.

AMENDMENTS.
Article
law,

1.

Bill,

if legislature

&c., not approved within five days, not to become a

adjourn in the

mean

time.

—Proviso.

Art.

2.

General Court empowered to charter

Art.

3.

Qualification of voters for governor, lieutenant-governor, sen-

ators

and

representatives.

cities.
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Art.
the

how appointed and removed —Vacancies in
how filled, in case, &c. Commismay be appointed, in case, &c. — Militia officers, how removed.

Notaries Public,

4.

offices

and

of secretary

sary-general

—

treasurer,

Who may .vote for captains and subalterns.

Art.
Art.

5.
6.

Oaths to be taken by

Art.
Art.

7.

Tests abolished.

8.

Incompatibility of

all officers

;

or affirmation in case, &c.

offices.

Amendments to Constitution, how made.
Art. 10. Commencement of political year and termination ^Meetings
for choice of governor, lieutenant-governor, &c., when to be held May
be adjourned Article, when to go into operation— Inconsistent provisions
Art.

9.

—

;

—

—

annulled.

Art. 11. Religious freedom established.
Art. 12. Census of ratable polls to be taken in 1837 and every tenth
year thereafter Representatives, how apportioned Towns may unite into

—

—
—Governor and council to determine the number of
representatives to which each town
entitled — Inconsistent provisions, in
representative districts

is

original constitution, annulled.

Census of inhabitants to be taken in 1840 and every tenth
Such census to determine the apportionment of senators
and representatives for the term of ten years Senatorial districts declared

Art.

13.

year thereafter

permanent

—

—Senate to

consist of, &c.

council shall assign the
trict to

have at

least

number

one senator

—
—Every

tenth year governor and

to be chosen in each district

—House

of Representatives,

tioned

—Towns may unite into representative

tation

and

ratio of increase— Governor

districts

—Each

how

dis-

appor-

—Basis of represen-

and council to apportion the number

—Nine councillors to be annually
— QuaUfications of councillors—Not more
than one from any senatorial district — Possession of freehold not requii'ed
of representatives once in every ten years

chosen from the people at large

as qualification for holding seat in general court or council.

In elections by the people, the person having the highest

Art. 14.

number

of votes to be elected.

Art. 15. Meetings for choice of governor, &c., to be held on the Tuesday next after first Monday in November In case of failure to elect representatives a second meeting may be held on fourth Monday.
Art. 16. Eight councillors to be chosen annually by the people Same

—

—
—Legislature shall divide Comof councillors — In case of failure

provision for election as in case of governor

monwealth

into districts

to elect, vacancies,

how

— Qualification
— Governor

filled

and

council, for time being, to

Ueutenant-governor and councillors,
and to issue summonses to persons who appear to be elected Returns to

examine returns of votes

for governor,

—
—In

be laid before the general court to be examined and declared
non-election legislature to proceed to
constitution.

fill

vacancies in

case of

manner provided by
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Art. 17. Secretary, treasurer, auditor and attorney-general to be choannually Same provisions concerning election, &c., as in case of

flen

governor

—
—In case

of non-election legislature to choose

filled— Persons appointed to

—

chosen and duly qualified

fill

vacancy to hold

—Vacancies,

oflBce until

how

successor

is

be deemed vacant unless person elect-

Office to

—

ed qualifies himself within ten days Qualifications of said officers.
Art. 18. School moneys not to be appropriated to schools other than
those conducted according to law, and not to be appropriated to sectarian
schools.

Art.

Legislature to prescribe

19.

by law

for election of certain officer*

by the people.

PREAMBLE.
The end

of the institution, maintenance

tion of government,

is

and administrabody

to secure the existence of the

and

who

to furnish the individuals

politic; to

protect it;

compose

with the power of enjoying in safety and tran-

it,

quillity, their natural rights, and the blessings of life
and
whenever these great objects are not obtained, the people
have a right to alter the government, and to take measures
necessary for their safety, prosperity and happiness.
The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of
:

individuals;

it

is

a social compact,

by which the whole

people covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the

whole people, that aU shaU be governed by certain laws for
the common good. It is the duty of the people, therefore, in
framing a constitution of government, to provide for an
equitable

of making laws, as weU as for an impartial
and a faithfid execution of them that every

mode

interpretation,

;

man may, at all times, find his security in them.
We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging,
with grateful hearts, the goodness of the great Legislator of
the universe, in affording us, in the course of his providence,

an opportunity, deUberately and peaceably, without fraud,
violence or surprise, of entering into an original, explicit and

solemn compact with each other;

and of forming a new

;
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constitution of civil government for ourselves and posterity
and devoutly imploring his direction in so interesting a
design, do agree upon, ordain and establish, the following
Declaration of Rights, and Frame of Government, as the

CONSTITUTION
SACHUSETTS.

COMMONWEALTH OF MAS-

of the

PART THE
A Declaration

FIRST.

of the Rights of the Inhabitants of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

men

and equal, and have
among
and unalienable rights
which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending
that of acquiring, possessing and
their lives and liberties
protecting property in fine, that of seeking and obtaining
their safety and happiness.

Art.

certain

All

I.

natural,

are born free

essential

;

;

,

Art.
society,

It is the right as

II.

publicly,

and

SUPREME BEING,
universe.

And

at

weU

stated

tates of his

or

duty of
to

shall

men

in

be hurt, molested or reor

estate, for

worshipping

manner and season most agreeable

own

all

worship the

the great Creator and Preserver of the

no subject

strained, in his person, liberty

GOD in the

as the

seasons,

conscience

;

to the dic-

or for his religious profession

sentiments; provided he doth not disturb the public

peace, or obstruct others in their religious worship.

Art

III.

As

the happiness of a people, and the good

order and preservation of civil government, essentially de-

pend upon

piety,

religion

and morality;

and as these

cannot be generally diffused through a community, but by
the institution of the public worship of

GOD, and of

public

J
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promote

their happiness,

and
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and morality therefore, to
good order and
:

to secure the

preservation of their government, the people of this

Com-

monwealth have a right to invest their legislature with
power to authorize and require, and the legislature shall,
from time to time, authorize and require, the several towns,
parishes, precincts and other bodies politic, or religious

make

societies, to

own

suitable provision, at their

for the institution of the public

worship of

expense,

GOD,

and

for

the support and maintenance of public Protestant teachers
of piety, religion

and morality, in

vision shall not be

made

all

cases

voluntarily.

where such pro-

[See

Amendments,

Article XI.]

And
and

to,

upon

the people of this

Commonwealth have

also a right

do, invest their legislature with authority to enjoin

all

the subjects an attendance

upon the

instructions of

the public teachers aforesaid, at stated times and seasons,
there be any on

whose

if

instructions they can conscientiously

and conveniently attend. [See Amendments, Article XI.
Provided notwithstanding, that the several towns, parishes, precincts,

and other bodies politic, or religious societies,
have the exclusive right of electing their,
and of contracting with them for their sup-

shall, at all times,

public teachers,

port and maintenance,

[See Amendments, Article XL]
moneys paid by the subject to the support of pubworship, and of the public teachers aforesaid, shall, if he

And
lic

require
lic

all

it,

be uniformly applied to the support of the pub-

teacher or teachers of his

own

religious sect or

denomina-

provided there be any on whose instructions he attends
otherwise it may be paid towards the support of the teacher

tion,

;

or teachers of the parish or precinct in

eys are raised.

And

[See

Amendments,

which the

said

mon-

Article XI.]

every denomination of Christians, demeaning them-

and as good subjects of the Commonwealth,
under the protection of the law and no
subordination of any one sect or denomination to anothe
selves peaceably,

shall be equally

3

:
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by law.

shall ever be established

[See

Amendments,

Article

XL]
Art/ IV.

The people of this Commonwealth have the
and exclusive right of governing themselves, as a free,
sovereign, and independent State and do, and forever hereafter shall, exercise and enjoy every power, jurisdiction and
right, vdiich is not, or may not hereafter, be by them
expressly delegated to the United States of America, in Con-

sole

;

gress assembled.

Art. Y. All power residing originally in the people,
and being derived from them, the several magistrates and
officers of

government, vested

Vv'ith

authority, whether legis-

lative, executive, or judicial, are their substitutes

and

and agents,

are at all times accountable to them.

Art. VI,
No man, nor corporation, or association of
men, have any other title to obtain advantages, or particular
and exclusive privileges, distinct from those of the community, than what arises from the consideration of services
rendered to the public and this title being in nature nei;

ther hereditary, nor transmissible to children, or descendants,
or relations

by

blood, the idea of a

law-giver, or judge,

Art. VII.

is

man born

a magistrate,

absurd and unnatural.

Government

is

instituted for the

common

good, for the protection, safety, prosperity and happiness of

the people

;

and not

for the profit, honor, or private interest

of any one man, family, or class of

men

:

Therefore the peo-

ple alone have an incontestible, unalienable
right to institute government;
tally

ity

and

change the same, v/hen their protection,

and happiness require

Art. VIII.

In order

and indefeasible

to reform, alter, or tosafety, prosper-

it.

to prevent those

who

are vested

-with autluority, from becoming oppressors, the people have
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and in such manner as they shall
frame of government, to cause their public

a right, at such periods
establish

by

officers to

by

certain

their

return to private

and regular

Art. IX.

life

;

elections

and to fill up vacant places
and appointments.

All elections ought to be free

and all the
Commonwealth, having such qualifications as they shall establish by their frame of government,
have an equal right to elect officers, and to be elected, for
pubHc employments.
;

inhabitants of this

Art. X. Each individual of the society has a right to be
by it in the enjoyment of his life, liberty and prop-

protected
erty,

according to standing laws.

quently, to contribute his
protection

when
ual,

;

obhged, conse-

is

the expense

to give his personal service, or

necessary

:

public uses, without his

body

own

of the people.

Commonwealth

of this

an equivalent,

but no part of the property of any individ-

can, -with justice, be taken

sentative

He

share to

from him, or applied to

consent, or that of the repre-

In

are not controllable

fine,

the people of this

by any

other laws, than

those to which their constitutional representative body have

given their consent.

And whenever

the public exigencies

require that the property of any individual should be appropriated to public uses, he shall receive a reasonable

compen-

sation therefor.

Every subject of the Commonwealth ought to
by having recourse to the laws, for all
injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his person, property, or character.
He ought to obtain right and justice
freely, and without being obliged to purchase it
completely,
and without any denial promptly, and without delay con-

Art. XI.

find a certain remedy,

;

;

;

formably to the laws.

Art. XII.

No

subject shall be held to answer for any

crimes or ofience, until the same

is f\illy

and

plainly, sub-
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stantially

and formally, described

to

him

;

or be compelled

to accuse, or furnish evidence against himself.

And every
may be

subject shall have a right to produce all proofs that

favorable to

and

face,

to

him

;

to

meet the witnesses against him,

face to

be fully heard in his defence by himself, or his

And

counsel, at his election.

no subject

shall be arrested,

imprisoned, despoiled, or deprived of his property, immunior privileges, put

ties,

out of the protection of the law,

exiled, or deprived of his

judgment of his

life,

peers, or the

liberty, or estate,

but by the

law of the land.

And

the legislature shall not make any law that shall
any person to a capital or infamous punishment,
excepting for the government of the army and navy, without trial by jury.
subject

Art. XIII.

In criminal prosecutions,

the verification

of facts, in the vicinity where they happen,
greatest securities of the

life,

liberty,

is

one of the

and property of the

citizen.

Art. XIV.

Every subject has a

right to be secure

from

unreasonable searches and seizures of his person, his

all

houses, his papers, and

all

his possessions.

All warrants,

therefore, are contrary to this right, if the cause or founda-

them be not previously supported by oath or affirmaand if the order in the warrant to a civil officer, to
make search in suspected places, or to arrest one or more

tion of

tion

;

suspected persons, or to seize their property, be not accompa-

nied with a special designation of the persons or objects of

and no warrant ought to be issued
and with the formalities prescribed by the

search, arrest, or seizure

but in

cases,

;

laws.

Art. XV.
in

In all controversies concerning property, and
between two or more persons, except in cases in
has heretofore been otherways used and practised

all suits

which

it
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the parties have a right to trial

by jury

and

;

this

method of

procedure shall be held sacred, unless, in causes arising on
the high seas, and such as relate to mariners' wages, the
legislature shall hereafter find

Art. XVI.

The

AiiT.

arms

XYII.

for the

necessary to alter

liberty of the press

security of freedom in a state

restrained in this

it

:

it

is

it.

essential to the

ought not, therefore, to be

Commonwealth.

The people have

common

defence.

a right to keep

And

as,

and

to bear

in time of peace,

armies are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be maintained without the consent of the legislature
tary

power

shall

to the civil authority,

Art.

XVIII.

tal principles of

;

and the mili-

always be held in an exact subordination

A

and be governed by

it.

frequent recurrence to the fundamen-

the constitution, and a constant adherence to

those of piety, justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and
frugality, are

absolutely necessary to preserve the advan-

tages of liberty,

and

to maintain a free government.

The

people ought, consequently, to have a particular attention to

and repreand they have a right to require of their lawgivers and magistrates, an exact and constant observance of
them, in the formation and execution of the laws necessary
for the good administration of the Commonwealth.
all

those principles, in the choice of their officers

sentatives

:

Art. XIX.

The people have a

good

;

an orderly and
upon the common

right, in

peaceable manner, to assemble to consult

give instructions to their representatives, and to re-

quest of the legislative body, by the

way

tions, or remonstrances, redress of the

and of the grievances they

suffer.

of addresses, peti-

wrongs done them,
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XX. The power

Art.

of suspending the laws, or the

execution of the laws, ought never to be exercised but by the
legislature, or

by authority derived from

to be exercised

it,

in such particular cases only as the legislature shall expressly provide for.

Art. XXI.

The freedom

of deliberation,

debate, in either house of the legislature,

the rights of the people, that

it

any accusation or prosecution,

is

speech and

so essential to

cannot be the foundation of

any

action or complaint, in

other court or place whatsoever.

Art. XXII.

The

legislature

ought frequently to assem-

ble for the redress of grievances, for correcting, strengthening

and confirming the laws, and

common good may

for

making new

laws, as the

require.

Art. XXIII. No subsidy, charge, tax, impost, or duties,
ought to be established, fixed, laid, or levied, under any
pretext whatsoever, without the consent of the people, or
tlieir

representatives in the legislature.

Art.

XXIV.

Laws made

to punish for

actions

done

before the existence of such laws, and which have not been

declared crimes by preceding laws, are unjust, oppressive,

and inconsistent with the fundamental

principles of a free

government.

Art.

XXV. No

subject ought, in

any

case,

time, to be declared guilty of treason or felony

or in

by the

any

legisla-

ture.

Art.

mand

XXVI. No

magistrate or court of law shall de-

excessive bail or sureties, impose excessive fines, or

inflict cruel or

unusual punishments.

;
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In time of peace, no soldier ought to be

quartered in any house without the consent of the owner
to be made but
manner ordained by the legisla-

and in time of war, such quarters ought not

by the

civil magistrate,

in a

ture.

No

Art. XXVIII.

person can in any case be subjected
any penalties or pains, by virtue of that
law, except those employed in the array or navy, and except
the militia in actual service, but by authority of the legisto law-martial, or to

lature.

Art.

XXIX.

rights of every

character,

laws,

It

essential to the preservation

is

individual,

his

life,

and

that there be an impartial interpretation of the

and administration of

justice.

It is

every citizen to be tried by judges as

independent as the
therefore,

of the

liberty, property

lot of

not only the

humanity

free,

will

best policy, but

of the rights of the people,

and of every

the right of
impartial and

admit.

for the
citizen,

It

is,

security
that the

judges of the supreme judicial court should hold their

offices

as long as they

behave themselves well, and that they should

have honorable

salaries ascertained

and established by stand-

ing laws.

Art.

XXX.

In the government of

this

Commonwealth,

the legislative department shall never exercise the executive

and

judicial powers, or either of

them

;

the executive shall

never exercise the legislative and judicial powers, or either of

them; the judicial

shall never

a

government of laws,

exercise the legislative

them to the end
and not of men.

executive powers, or either of

:

it

and

may

be

;
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PART THE SECOND.
The Frame of Government.

The

people, inhabiting the territory formerly called the

Province of Massachusetts Bay, do hereby solemnly and

mutually agree with each other,

to

form themselves into a

sovereign and independent body politic or state,

free,

name of
SETTS.

by the

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-

CHAPTER

I.

THE LEGISLATIVE POWER.
SECTION

I.

The General Court.

Article.

I.

The department

of legislation shall be form-

ed by two branches, a Senate and House of Representatives,
each of which shall have a negative on the other.

The legislative body shall assemble every year, on the
Wednesday in May, and at such other times as they

last

judge necessary and shall dissolve and be dissolved,
on the day next preceding the said last Wednesday in May
and shall be styled, The General Court of Massachu-

shall

;

;

setts.

Art.

[See

Amendments,

II.

No

resentatives shall
it

shall

and

if

bill or

Article X.]

resolve of the senate or house of rep-

become a law, and have

force as such, until

have been laid before the governor for his

he,

upon such

nify his approbation

any objection

revision, approve thereof,

by signing the same.

revisal

he shall

But

if

to the passing of such bill or resolve,

sig-

he have
he shall

return the same, together with his objections thereto, in
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writing, to the senate or house of representatives, in

soever the

same

objections sent
records,

but

ate or

down by

and proceed

after

if,

have originated,

shall

who

which-

shall enter the

the governor, at large, on their

to reconsider the said bill or resolve

house of representatives,

shall, not^withstanding

said objections, agree to pass the same,

it

where

shall also

it

by two-thirds

of

of a law

force

:

the

be reconsidered, and

members

but in

all

such

present,
cases,

shall

legis-

approved

have

the

the votes of both

houses shall be determined by yeas and

names

if

the

together

shall,

with the objections, be sent to the other branch of the
lature,

:

such reconsideration, two-thirds of the said sen-

nays; and the

of the persons voting for, or against, the said bill or

resolve, shall be

entered

upon the public

records

of the

Commonwealth.

And

in order to prevent unnecessary delays, if

any

bill

or

by the governor "within five
days after it shall have been presented, the same shall have
[See Amendments, Article I.]
the force of a law.
resolve shall not be returned

Art. III. The general court shall forever have full power
and authority to erect and constitute judicatories and courts
of record, or other courts, to be held in the

name

of the

Commonwealth, for the hearing, trying and determining o
all manner of crimes, offences, pleas,
processes, plaints,
actions, matters, causes and things, whatsoever, arising or
hajipening within the Commonwealth, or between or concerning persons inhabiting, or residing, or brought within

same
whether the same be criminal or civil, or
whether the said crimes be capital or not capital, and
whether the said pleas be real, personal, or mixed and
the

;

;

making out of execution thereupon to which courts and judicatories are hereby given
and granted full power and authority, from time to time,
for

the awarding

and

:

to administer oaths or aflSjmations, for the better discovery
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of truth in

any matter in controversy, or depending before

them.

Art. IV. And further, full power and authority are hereby given and granted to the said general court, from time to
time, to make, ordain and establish, all manner of wholesome
and reasonable orders, laws, statutes and ordinances, directions
and instructions, either v^-ith penalties or without so as the
same be not repugnant or contrary to this constitution, as
they shall judge to be for the good and welfare of this Commonwealth, and for the government and ordering thereof, and
of the subjects of the same, and for the necessary support and
defence of the government thereof and to name and settle
annually, or provide by fixed laws for the naming and
settling, all civil officers within the said Commonwealth,
tne election and constitution of whom are not hereafter
in this form of government otherwise provided for
and to
set forth the several duties, powers and limits, of the several
civil and military officers of this Commonwealth, and the
forms of such oaths or affirmations as shall be respectively
administered unto them for the execution of their several
offices and places, so as the same be not repugnant or
contrary to this constitution
and to impose and levy
proportional and reasonable assessments, rates and taxes,
upon all the inhabitants of, and persons resident, and estates
lying, within the said Commonwealth
and also to impose
and levy reasonable duties and excises upon any produce,
goods, wares, merchandise, and commodities whatsoever,
;

;

;

;

;

brought
the

into,

same;

to

produced,

be

issued

manufactured,

and

disposed

or

being within

of

by warrant,

under the hand of the governor of this Commonwealth
for the time being, with the advice and consent of the council,

for

the public service, in the necessary defence and

support of the government of the said Commonwealth, and
the

protection

and preservation of the subjects

thereof,
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according to such acts as are, or shall be in force within the

same.

And

while the public charges of government, or any part

thereof, shall be assessed

on

polls

and

estates, in the

manner

that has hitherto been practised, in order that such assess-

ments may be made with equality, there
of estates within the

every ten years at

shall be a valuation

Common v/ealth,

taken anew, once in

much

oftener as the general

least,

and

as

court shall order.

CHAPTER
SECTION

I.

II.

Senate.

Article

I.

elected, by the freeCommonwealth, qualified

There shall be annually

holders and other inhabitants of this

as in this constitution is provided, forty persons to be councillors

and

senators, for the year ensuing their election

chosen by the inhabitants of the

districts, into

;

to

be

which the Com-

monwealth may from time to time be divided by the general
and the general court, in assigning
the numbers to be elected by the respective districts, shall
govern themselves by the proportion of the public taxes paid
by the said districts and timely make known, to the inhabitants of the Commonwealth, the limits of each district, and
the number of councillors and senators to be chosen therein
provided, that the number of such districts shall never be
less than thirteen
and that no district be so large as
to entitle the same to choose more than six senators.
[See
Amendments, Articles XIII. and XVI.]
court for that purpose

:

;

:

;

And

the several counties in this

Commonwealth

until the general court shall determine

it

shall,

necessary to alter

the said districts, be districts for the choice of councillors

and

senators, (except that the counties of

Dukes County and
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Nantucket

shall

form one

Sufifolk,

.

:

—

[See

district for that

purpose,) and

number for councillors and senAmendments, Article XIII.]

shall elect the following
ators, viz.

of Massachusetts.
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meeting, of

number

name

tlie

for, and of the
and a fair copy of this
by the selectmen and the town clerk,

of every person voted

of votes against his

record shall be attested

and

shall
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name

;

be sealed up, directed to the secretary of the Com-

monwealth,

time being, with a superscription ex-

for the

pressing the purport of the contents thereof, and delivered

by

the town clerk of such towns, to the sheriff of the county in

which such town lies, thirty days
Wednesday in May, annually or it
;

at least before the last

shall be delivered into

the Secretary's office seventeen days at least before the said
last

Wednesday

shall deliver all

in

May

such

and the sheriff of each county
by him received, into

;

certificates,

the secretary's

office,

seventeen days before the said last

Wednesday

May.

[See

in

Amendments,

Articles II.

and

X.]

And

the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated, quali-

who are or shall be empowered and required to assess taxes upon themselves
toward the support of government, shall have the same
privilege of voting for councillors and senators, in the planfied as this constitution provides,

where they reside, as town inhabitants have in their
towns and the plantation meetings for that purpose shall be held, annually, on the same first Monday in

tations

respective

;

April, at such place in the plantations, respectively, as the
assessors

which

have
and rethe selectmen and town clerks have in

thereof shall direct;

assessors

shall

like authority for notifying the electors, collecting

turning the votes, as
their

several towns,

by

this constitution.

And

all

other

persons living in places unincorporated, (qualified as aforesaid,)

who

shall

be

assessed to

the support

of govern-

ment, by the assessors of an adjacent town, shall have the
privilege of giving in their votes for councillors

and senators

town where they shall be assessed, and be notified of
he place of meeting, by the selectmen of the town where

in the

they shall be assessed, for that purpose, accordingly.

Amendments,

Article X.]

[See

;
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Art.

And

III.

that there

senators on the last

may be

Wednesday

in

a due convention of

May, annually, the gov-

ernor, with five of the council, for the time being, shall, as

may be, examine the returned copies of such records
and fourteen days before the said day, he shall issue his
summons to such persons as shall appear to be chosen by a
majority of voters, to attend on that day, and take their seats
soon as

accordingly

provided, nevertheless, that for the

:

first

year,

the said returned copies shall be examined by the president

and five of the council of the former constitution of
government and the said president, shall, in like man;

may

they

summons

his

ner, issue

to

the persons

take their seats as aforesaid.

so

[See

that

elected,

Amendments,

Article X.]

The

Art. IV.

senate shall be the final judge of the elec-

and

tions, returns,

own members,

qualifications of their

as

pointed out in the constitution, and shallj on the said last
in May, annually, determine and declare who
by each district, to be senators, by a majority of

Wednesday
are elected

votes

and in case there

:

shall not appear to be the full

num-

ber of senators returned, elected by a majority of votes, for

any

district,

the deficiency shall be supplied in the following

The members of the house of representatives,
and such senators as shall be declared elected, shall take the
names of such persons as shall be found to have the highest
number of votes in such district, and not elected, amounting

manner,

viz.

to twice the

many
district

ner

number

voted for

number
up

:

;

;

of senators wanting,

and out of

these,

of senators sufficient to

and in

this

fill

vacancies in

there be so

by ballot a
up the vacancies in such

manner all such vacancies shall be filled
Commonwealth and in like manthe senate, arising by death, removal out

in every district of the
all

if

shall elect

;

of the State, or otherwise, shall be supplied as soon as

such vacancies shall happen.
Article X.]

be

after

[See

may

Amendments,
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Provided, nevertheless, that no person shall be

capable of being elected as a senator,

who

own

Commonwealth, of the

right of a freehold, within this

value of three hundred pounds at

is

not seized in his

or possessed of per-

least,

sonal estate to the value of six hundred pounds at
of both to the

amount

been an inhabitant of

of the
this

Commonwealth

immediately preceding his

five years

least, or

same sum, and who has not
for the space of

election, and, at the

time of his election, he shall be an inhabitant in the
for

which he

shall be chosen.

[See

Amendments,

district

Article

XIII.]

The

Art. VI.

senate shall have power to adjourn them-

such adjournments do not exceed two days

selves, provided
at a time.

The

Art. YII.
appoint

its

own

senate shall choose

officers,

and determine

own president,
own rules of pro-

its

its

ceeding.

Art. YIII. The senate shall be a court, with full authorhear and determine all impeachments made by the
house of representatives, against any officer or officers of the
Commonwealth, for misconduct and maladministration in
but, previous to the trial of every impeachtheir offices
ment, the members of the senate shall, respectively, be
sworn, truly and impartially to try and determine the charge
Their judgment, howin question, according to evidence.
ever, shall not extend further than to removal from office,
and disqualification to hold or enjoy any place of honor,
but the party
trust, or profit, under this Commonwealth

ity, to

:

:

so convicted

sliall be,

nevertheless, liable to indictment,

judgment and punishment, according

Art. IX.

Not less than sixteen members
quorum for doing business.

shall constitute a

trial,

to the laws of the land.

of the senate

;
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CHAPTER
SECTION

I.

III.

House of Representatives.

Art. I. There shall be in the legislature of this Commonwealth, a representation of the people, annually elected,
and founded upon the principle of equality.

Art.

II.

And

in order to provide for a representation of

the citizens of this Commonwealth, founded upon the prinof

ciple

tive

every corporate town, containing one

equality,

hundred and

fifty ratable polls,

may

elect

one representa-

every corporate town containing three hundred and

;

seventy-five ratable polls,

may

elect

two

representatives

every corporate town containing six hundred ratable polls,

may

three

elect

representatives;

and proceeding in that

manner, making two hundred and twenty- five ratable
the

mean

tive.

polls

number for every additional representaAmendments, Articles XII. and XIII.]

increasing

[See

Provided, nevertheless, that each tov/n

not having one hundred and

now

incorporated,

fifty ratable polls,

may

elect

one representative but no place shall hereafter be incorporated with the privilege of electing a representative, unless
;

there are within the same, one

hundred and

fifty ratable

polls.

And

the house of rejiresentatives shall have power, from

time to time, to impose
lect to

fines

upon such

tovrns as shall neg-

choose and return members to the same, agreeably to

this constitution.

The expenses

of travelling to the general assembly,

and

returning home, once in every session, and no more, shall be
paid by the government, out of the public treasury, to every

member who

shall attend as seasonably as

he can, in the

judgment of the house, and does not depart without

leave.
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Every member of the house of representatives
by written votes and, for one year at least,
next preceding his election, shall have been an inhabitant
of, and have been seized in his own right, of a freehold of
the value of one hundred pounds, within the town he shall
be chosen to represent, or any ratable estate to the value of
two hundred pounds and he shall cease to represent the
Art.

III.

shall be chosen

;

;

on his ceasing to be qualified as
Articles XIII. and XIV.]

said town, immediately
aforesaid.

Amendments,

[See

Art. IV. Every male person, being twenty-one years of
and resident in any particular town in this Common-

age,

wealth, for the space of one year next preceding, having a

freehold estate within the same town, of the annual income
of three pounds, or
shall

any

estate of the value of sixty

pounds,

have a right to vote in the choice of a representative or

representatives for the said town.

[See

Amendments, Arti-

cle III.l

Art. V.

The members

of the house of representatives

month
Wednesday of
X. and XV.]

shall be chosen annually in the
least,

before

the

Amendments,

last

Articles

of

May, ten days

that month.

at

[See

The house of representatives shall be the grand
Commonwealth and all impeachments made
by them shall be heard and tried by the senate.
Art. VI.

inquest of this

;

Art. VII.

All

representatives

amendments,

as

money

bills shall originate in

but the senate

on other

adjourn themselves

;

the house of

propose or concur with

of representatives shall have

pow-

provided such adjournment shall

not exceed two days at a time,
4

may

bills.

The house

Art. VIII.
er to

;

;
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Not

Art. IX.

less

than sixty members of the house of

representatives shall constitute a

The house

Art. X.

quorum

for doing business.

of representatives shall be the judge

of the returns, elections, and qualifications of
bers, as pointed out in the constitution

;

its

own mem-

shall choose their

own speaker, appoint their own officers, and settle the rules
and orders of proceeding in their own house. They shall
have authority to punish by imprisonment, every person, not
a member, who shall be guilty of disrespect to the house, by
any disorderly or contemptuous behavior in its presence or
who, in the town where the general court is sitting, and during the time of its sitting, shall threaten harm to the body or
estate of any of its members, for any thing said or done
or who shall assault any of them therefor
in the house
or who shall assault, or arrest, any witness, or other person,
;

;

ordered to attend the house, in his

ing

;

or

who

shall rescue

way

in going, or return-

any person arrested by the order of

the house.

And

no member of the house of representatives shall
to bail on mean process, during his

be arrested, or held

going unto, returning from, or his atteiiding, the general
assembly.

Art. XI.
like

cases

;

The senate shall have the same powers in the
and the governor and council shall have the

same authority

to

punish in like cases

;

provided that no

imprisonment, on the warrant or order of the governor,
council, senate, or house of representatives, for either of the

above described offences, be for a term exceeding thirty days.
And the senate and house of representatives may try and
all cases where their rights and privileges are conand which, by the constitution, they have authority
to try and determine, by committees of their own members,
or in such other way as they may, respectively, think best.

determine

cerned,
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II.

EXECUTIVE POWER.
SECTION

I.

Governor.

Article

There

I.

shall

be a supreme executive magis-

GOVERNOR OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS;— and

trate,

who

whose

title

shall

be styled—THE

shaU

be— HIS EXCELLENCY.

Art. II. The governor shall be chosen annually and
no person shall be eligible to this office, unless, at the time
of his election, he shall have been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for seven years next preceding and unless he
shall, at the same time, be seized, in his own right, of a freehold, within the Commonwealth, of the value of one thousand pounds
and unless he shall declare himself to be of
;

;

;

the Christian religion.

[See

Amendments,

Article

YIL]

Those persons who shall be qualified to vote
and representatives, within the several towns of
this Commonwealth, shall, at a meeting to be called for that
purpose, on the first Monday of April, annually, give in

Art.

III.

for senators

their votes for a governor, to the selectmen,

side at such meetings

and with the

;

and the town

who

against his

open town

assistance of the selectmen, shall, in

meeting, sort and count the votes, and form a

persons voted

for,

name

with the number of votes

;

and

shall

make a

shall pre-

clerk, in the presence

fair

list

for each

of the

person

record of the same

in the town books, and a public declaration thereof in the
said meeting
seal

up

;

and

shall, in the

copies of the said

list,

men, and transmit the same
thirty days at

least

presence of the inhabitants,

attested

by him and the

select-

to the sheriif of the county,

before the last

Wednesday

in

May

;.

;
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and the
office

sheriff shall transmit

same

the

to the secretary's

seventeen days at least before the said last Wednes-

day in May or the selectme n may cause returns of the
same to be made to the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, seventeen days, at least, before the said day
and the secretary shall lay the same before the senate and
the house of representatives, on the last Wednesday in May,
and in case of an election by a
to be by them examined
majority of all the votes returned, the choice shall be by
them declared and published but if no person shall have a
majority of votes, the house of representatives, shall, by
ballot, elect two out of four persons, who had the highest
;

;

;

number

of votes,

if

so

otherwise, out of the

many

shall

have been voted

number voted

for

the senate of the two persons so elected
shall proceed,

governor.

by

[See

Abt. IV.

ballot,

to elect one,

Amendments,

The governor

shall

Commonwealth

;

for

but, if

;

and make return to
on which, the senate

who

shall be declared

Articles II., X.,

XIV., XV.]

have authority, from time

time, at his discretion, to assemble
cillors of this

;

and

call

to

together the coun-

for the time being

;

and the gov-

ernor, with the said councillors, or five of them, at least, shall,

and may, from time

to time, hold

the ordering and directing the

and keep a council, for
of the Commonwealth,

affairs

agreeably to the constitution and the laws of the land.

Art. V. The governor, with advice of council, shall
full power and authority, during the session of the
general court, to adjourn or prorogue the same ta any time
and to dissolve the same on
the two houses shall desire
and,
the day next preceding the last Wednesday in May
in the recess of the sai d court, to prorogue the same from
time to time, not exceeding ninety days in any one recess;
and to call it together sooner than the time to which it may

have

;

;

be adjourned or prorogued,

if

wealth shall require the same

;

the welfare of the

and

in case of

Common-

any infectious
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distemper prevailing in the place where the said court

is

any time to convene, or any other cause happening,
whereby danger may arise to the health or lives of the members from their attendance, he may direct the session to be
next

at

held at some other, the most convenient place within the
State.

And

[See

Amendments,

Article X.]

the governor shall dissolve the said general court

the day next preceding the last

Amendments,
Art. VI.

Wednesday

in

May.

on

[See

Article X.]

In cases

of disagreement between the two

houses, with regard to the necessity, expediency, or time of

adjournment, or prorogation, the governor, with advice of
the council, shall have a right to adjourn or prorogue the

general court, not exceeding ninety days, as he shall deter-

mine the public good
Art. VII.

shall require.

The governor

of this

Commonwealth,

for the

time being, shall be the commander-in-chief of the army and
all the military forces of the State, by sea and
and shall have full power, by himself, or by any commander, or other officer or officers, from time to time, to
train, instruct, exercise and govern the militia and navy
and, for the special defence and safety of the Commonwealth,

navy, and of

land

;

;

to

assemble in martial array, and put in warlike posture, the

inhabitants thereof, and to lead and conduct them, and with
resist, expel and pursue, by force
by sea as by land, within or without the
limits of this Commonwealth, and also to kill, slay and
destroy, if necessary, and conquer, by all fitting ways, enterprises and means whatsoever, all, and every such person and
persons as shall, at any time hereafter, in a hostile manner,

them, to encounter, repel,
of arms, as well

attempt or ejiterprise the destruction, invasion, detriment, or
this Commonwealth
and to use and exercise,
army and navy, and over the militia in actual serlaw martial, in time of war or invasion, and also iu

annoyance of
over the
vice, the

;
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time of rebellion, declared by the legislature to exist, as
and to take and surprise,
occasion shall necessarily require
;

by

all

ways and means whatsoever,

all

and every such per-

son or persons, with their ships, arms, ammunition and
other goods, as shall, in a hostile manner, invade or attempt
the invading, conquering, or annoying this

powers, incident to the

offices

Commonwealth

;

and other
of captain- general and com-

and that the governor be intrusted with

all

these

mander-in-chief, and admiral, to be exercised agreeably to
the rules and regulations of the constitution, and the laws of
the land, and not otherwise.

Provided, that the said governor shall not, at any time
hereafter,

by virtue

of

any power by

this constitution grant-

him by the legislature,
of this Commonwealth, or

or hereafter to be granted to

ed,

transport any of the inhabitants

them to march out of the limits of the same, without
and voluntary consent, or the consent of the general
court except so far as may be necessary to march or transport
them by land or water, for the defence of such part of the
State to which they cannot otherwise conveniently have
oblige

their free
;

access.

Art. VIII.
such

as persons

The power

may

of pardoning offences,

except

be convicted of before the senate, by an

by and

impeachment of the house,

shall be in the governor,

with the advice of council

but no charter of pardon, grant-

;

ed by the governor, with advice of the council, before
conviction, shall avail the party pleading the same, notwithstanding any general or

particular

expressions

contained

therein, descriptive of the offence or offences intended to

be

pardoned.

Art. IX.

All judicial

officers,

the attorney- general, the

solicitor-general, all sheriffs, coroners,
bate, shall be

and

registers of pro-

nominated and appointed by the governor, by

and with the advice and consent of the council

;

and every

;
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such nomination shall be made by the governor, and made
[See Amendat least seven days prior to such appointment.
ments, Articles XIV., XAai., XIX.]

The

Art. X.

captains and subalterns of the militia shall

be elected by the written votes of the train-band and alarm
list of their respective companies, of twenty- one years of age

and upwards the field officers of regiments shall be elected
by the -vvritten votes of the captains and subalterns of their
;

respective regiments

manner, by the

and such

officers,

who

governor,

;

the brigadiers shall be elected in like

field

of their respective brigades

officers

so elected, shall be commissioned by the

shall determine their

rank.

[See

Amend-

ments, Article V.]

The

by standing

legislature shall,

and manner of convening the

and of certifying

votes,

The major-generals

direct

the time

and of

collecting

laws,

electors,

to the governor the officers elected.
shall

be appointed by the senate and

house of representatives, each having a negative upon the
other
and be commissioned by the governor.
;

And

if

the electors of brigadiers, field officers, captains or

subalterns, shall neglect or refuse to
after

make such

elections,

being duly notified, according to the laws for the time

being, then the governor, with advice of council, shall ap-

point suitable persons to

And no

officer,

militia, shall

fill

such

offices.

duly commissioned to

be removed from his

of both hou.ses to the governor, or
tial,

pursuant

to the

office,

by

the

fair trial in

court mar-

!

adjutants and quarter-mast*=rs

majors

in

laws of the Commonwealth for the time

See Amendments, Article IV.]
The commanding officers of regiments

being.

command

but by the address

;

;

shall appoint their

the brigadiers their brigade-

and the major-generals

their aids

;

and the gov-

ernor shall appoint the adjutant-general.

The

governor, with advice of council, shall appoint all

officers of

the continental army,

whom

by the confederation
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of the United States
shall appoint,

The

Commonwealth

provided that this

it is

— as also

all officers efforts

and

garrisons.

divisions of the militia into brigades, regiments

made

companies,

in

be considered as the proper divisions of the mili-

force, shall
tia of this

and

now

in pursuance of the militia laws

Commonwealth,

until the

same

shall be altered in

pursuance of some future law.

No moneys shall be issued out of the treasury
Commonwealth ap.d disposed of (except such sums as

Art. XI.
of this

may

be appropriated for the redemption of

bills

of credit or

payment of interest arising thereon) but by warrant under the hand of the governor for the
time being, with the advice and consent of the council, for
the necessary defence and support of the Commonwealth,
and for the protection and preservation of the inhabitants
thereof, agreeably to the acts and resolves of the general
treasurer's notes, or for the

court.

Art. XII.
superintending

All public boards, the commissary- general,
officers

of public magazines

longing to this Commonwealth, and

all

and

all

stores, be-

commanding

officers

of forts and garrisons within the same, shall, once in every
three months,

other times,

officially

when

and without

requisition,

and

at

required by the governor, deliver to him

an account of all goods, stores, provisions, ammunition,
cannon with their appendages, and small arms with their
accoutrements, and of all other public property whatever
under their care, respectively distinguishing the quantity,
number, quality, and kind of each, as particularly as may
be
together with the condition of such forts and garrisons
;

;

;

commanding officer shall exhibit to the governor,
when required by him, true and exact plans of such forts,
and of the land and sea, or harbor or harbors, adjacent.

and the

And

said

the said boards, and all public officers, shall

nicate to the governor, as soon as

may

commu-

be after receiving the

Constitution of Massachusetts.
same,

all letters,

nature,

which

As

of the general court,

his support

— that

of a public

the public good requires that the govern-

or should not be under the

members

intelligences

be directed to them respectively.

shall

Art. XIII.

and

dispatches,
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undue influence of any of the
by a dependence on them for

he should, in

for the benefit of the public

all cases,

— that

act with

freedom

he should not have

his.

attention necessarily diverted from that object to his private

concerns

— and

Commonwealth

that he should maintain the dignity

in the character of

its

chief magistrate

of the

—

it is

necessary that he should have an honorable stated salary, of
a fixed
poses,

and parmanent value, amply sufficient for those purand established by standing laws and it shall be
:

among the
mencement

first

acts of the general court,

after the

comby

of this constitution, to establish such salary

law accordingly.
Permanent and honorable salaries shall also be established
by law for the justices of the supreme judicial court.
And if it shall be found, that any of the salaries aforesaid,
so established, are insufficient, they shall, from time to time,
be enlarged, as the general comt shall judge proper.

CHAPTER
SECTION

II.

II.

Lieutenant- Governor.

Article

I.

There

shall

be annually elected a lieutenant-

governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, whose
title shall

be— HIS HONOR; and who

shall be qualified,

in point of religion, property, and residence in the

wealth, in the same

and manner of

his

Common-

manner with the governor and the day
election, and the qualifications of the
;
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electors, shall

be the same as are required in the election of

The return

a governor.

no one person

and the
same manner and

of the votes for this officer,

declaration of his election, shall be in the

;

found to have a majority of all the
votes returned, the vacancy shall be filled by the senate and
house of representatives, in the same manner as the governor
is to be elected, in case no one person shall have a majority
if

shall be

of the votes of the people to be governor.

ments, Articles

Art.

III., VI.,

X.,

The governor, and

II.

[See

Amend-

XV.]
in his absence the lieuten-

ant-governor, shall be president of the council, but shall

have no vote in council

member

always be a

;

and the lieutenant-governor

shall

of the council, except v^'hen the chair

of the governor shall be vacant.

Art.
vacant,

III.
Whenever the chair of the governor shall be
by reason of his death, or absence from the Common-

wealth, or otherwise, the lieutenant-governor, for the time
being, shall, during such

vacancy, perform

all

the duties

incumbent upon the governor, and shall have and exercise all
the powers and authorities, which, by this constitution, the
governor

is

vested with,

when

personally present.

CHAPTER
SECTION
Council,

and

Article

the

I.

III.

Manner of settlinj

There

shall

II.

Elections

hij

the Lejislature,

be a council for advising the gov-

ernor in the executive part of the government, to consist of

nine persons

besides

the lieutenant-governor,

whom

the

governor, for the time being, shall have full power and
authority,

from time

to time,

at his discretion, to assemble

;
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and the governor, with the said councilthem at least, shall and may, from time to
time, hold and keep a council, for the ordering and directing
the affairs of the Commonwealth, according to the laws of
[See Amendments, Article XVI.]
the land.

and

together

call

;

lors, or five of

Art.

among

II.

Nine

councillors shall be annually chosen

from

the persons returned for councillors and senators, on

Wednesday in May, by the joint ballot of the senaand representatives assembled in one room and in case
there shall not be found, upon the first choice, the whole
the last

tors

;

number of nine persons who will accept a seat in the council,
the deficiency shall be made up by the electors aforesaid
from among the people at large and the number of senators
The seats of the
left, shall constitute the senate for the year.
;

persons thus elected from the senate, and accepting the truste
shall be vacated in the senate.

X., XIII.,

Art.

[See

Amendments,

Articles

XVI.]

III.

The

councillors, in the civil arrangements of

the Commonwealth, shall have rank next after the lieutenantgovernor.

Art. IV.

Not more than two

councillors shall be chosen

cut of any one district of this Commonwealth.

Art. V.

The

and advice of the council shall
and signed by the members present
and this record may be called for, at any time, by either
house of the legislature
and any member of the council
be recorded in a

resolutions

register,

;

may

insert his opinion, contrary to the resolution of

the

majority.

Art. VI.

Whenever

the office of the governor and lieu-

tenant-governor shall be vacant, by reason of death, absence,
or otherv»ise, then the council, or the major part of them,
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full power and authority,
and every such acts, matters and
the governor or the lieutenant-governor might or

shall,

during such vacancy, have

to do,

and execute,

things, as

could,

by virtue

all

of this constitution, do or execute, if they,

or either of them, were personally present.

Art. VII.

made by

And

whereas the elections appointed to be

this constitution,

on the

by the two houses

annually,

Wednesday

last

of the legislature,

completed on that day, the said elections

from day

to day, until the

same

may

if

any, shall

first

be

filled

up

And

the governor and

provided there

lieutenant-governor shall then be elected,

should be no choice of them by the people

be

the vacancies in

:

;

May,

|not

be adjourned

shall be completed.

the order of elections shall be as follows

the senate,

in

may

;

and afterwards

the two houses shall proceed to the election of the council.

CHAPTER
SECTION

II.

IV.

Commissanj,

Secretary, Treasurer,

<§-c.

Article I. The secretary, treasurer and receiver- general,
and the commissary- general, notaries public, and naval officers, shall

and

be chosen annually, by joint ballot of the senators

And, that the citizens of
Commonwealth may be assured, from time to time, that
the moneys remaining in the public treasury, upon the settlement and liquidation of the public accounts, are their properrepresentatives, in one room.

this

no man shall be eligible as treasurer and receiver- general
more than five years successively. [See Amendments, Articles IV., XVII.]

ty,

Art.

II.

The

records of the

in the office of the secretary,

Commonwealth

who may

shall

be kept

appoint his deputies,
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for

whose conduct he

shall be accountable,
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and he

shall

attend the governor and council, the senate and house of
representatives, in person, or

by

his deputies, as they shall

respectively require.

CHAPTER

III.

JUDICIARY POWER.
Article
by law have

The

I.

tenure, that all commission officers shall

in their offices, shall be expressed in their re-

All judicial officers, duly appointed,
commissioned and sworn, shall hold their offices during good
behavior, excepting such concerning whom there is diiferent
spective commissions.

provision

made

in this constitution

:

provided, nevertheless,

the governor, with consent of the council,

upon the address
Art.

II.

may remove them

of both houses of the legislature.

Each branch of the

legislature, as well as the

governor and council, shall have authority to require the
opinions of the justices of the supreme judicial court,

upon

important questions of law, and upon solemn occasions.

Art.

III.

In order that the people

may

not suffer from

the long continuance in place of any justice of the peace,

who

shall fail of discharging the important duties of his office

with

aU commissions of justices of the peace
and become void, in the term of seven years

ability or fidelity,

shall expire

from

their respective dates

and, iipon the expiration of any

;

commission, the same may,

if

necessary, be renewed,

or

another person appointed, as shall most conduce to the well-

being of the Commonwealth.

Art. IV.
ing

The judges

of probate of wills,

letters of administration, shall

and

for grant-

hold their courts at such

place or places, on fixed days, as the convenience of the peo-
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pie shall require

;

and the

legislature shall,

time, hereafter appoint such times

and places

from time to
until which

;

appointments, the said courts shall be holden at the times

and places which the respective judges

shall direct.

Art. V. All causes of marriage, divorce and alimony,
and ail appeals from the judges of probate, shall be heard
and determined by the governor and council, until the legislature shall, by law, make other provision.

CHAPTER

IV.

DELEGATES TO CONGRESS.

The

delegates of this

United States
ally,

shall,

Commonwealth to the congress of the
in the month of June, annu-

some time

be elected by the joint ballot of the senate and house of

room to serve in
commence on the first Monday in
November then next ensuing. They shall have commissions
under the hand of the governor, and the great seal of the
Commonwealth but may be recalled at any time within the
year, and others chosen and commissioned, in the same man[Annulled by the adoption of the Conner, in their stead.
representatives, assembled together in one

;

congress for one year, to

;

stitution of the

United

States.]

CHAPTER

V.

THE UNIVERSITY AT CAMBRIDGE, AND ENCOURAGEMENT
OF LITERATURE, &C.
SECTION

The

Article
as the year

I.

I.

Univet'sity.

Whereas our wise and pious

ancestors, so early

one thousand six hundred and thirty- six,

laid the
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foundation of Harvard College, in which university

many

by the blessing of GOD,
been initiated in those arts and sciences which qualified them
for public employments, both in church and state
and
whereas the encouragement of arts and sciences, and all good
persons of great eminence have,

;

literature, tends to the

honor of

GOD,

the

advantage of the

Christian religion, and the great benefit of this, and the other

—

United States of America, it is declared, that the President
AND Fellows op Harvard College, in their corporate
capacity,

and

and

their successors in that capacity, their officers

servants, shall have, hold, use, exercise

powers, authorities, rights,

and

franchises, wliich they

liberties,

now

and enjoy

and enjoy,

privileges,

all

the

immunities

have, or are entitled to have,

and the same are hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the said president and fellows
of Harvard College, and to their successors, and to their
officers, and servants, respectively, forever.
hold, use, exercise

;

Art. II. And whereas there have been, at sundry times,
by divers persons, gifts, grants, devises of houses, lands, tenements, goods, chattels, legacies and conveyances, heretofore
made, either to Harvard College in Cambridge, in New England, or to the president aiid fellows of Harvard College, or
to the said college, by some other description, under several
charters successively

;

it is

declared,

that all the said gifts,

and conveyances, are hereby forever
confirmed unto the president and fellows of Harvard College,
and to their successors, in the capacity aforesaid, according
grants, devises, legacies

to the true intent

and meaning of the donor or donors,

grant-*

or or grantors, devisor or devisors.

Art.

III.

And

whereas by an act of the general court of

the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, passed in the year one

thousand six hundred and forty-two, the governor and deputy-governor, for the time being, and

all

that jurisdiction, were, with the president,

the magistrates of

and a number of
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the clergy in the said act described, constituted the overseers
of Harvard College

;

and

it

being necessary, in this

constitution of government, to ascertain

who

shall

successors to the said governor, deputy- governor, and
istrates

;

it is

ernor, council

and senate of

mag-

governor, lieutenant-gov-

declared, that the

Commonwealth,

this

shall be deemed, their successors

new

be deemed

are, and
who, with the president

;

of Harvard College, for the time being, together with the

ministers of the congregational churches in the towns of

Cambridge, Watertown, Charlestown, Boston, Roxbury and
Dorchester, mentioned in the said act, shall be, and hereby
are, vested

in any
lege

;

way

with

all

the powers and authority belonging, or

appertaining, to the overseers of

Harvard Col-

provided, that nothing herein shall be construed to

prevent the legislature of this

Commonwealth from making

such alterations in the government of the said university, as
shall be conducive to its advantage, and the interest of the
republic of letters, in as full a

done by the legislature of the
chusetts Bay,

manner
late

CHAPTER
SECTION

as

might have been

Province of the Massa-

V.

II.

The Encouragement of Literature,

S^c.

Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue,
erally among the body of the people, being

diffused gen-

the preservation of their rights and liberties

and

;

necessary for
as these

depend on spreading the opportunities and advantages of
education in the various parts of the country, and among
the different orders of the people, it shall be the duty of
legislatures and magistrates, in all future periods of this
CommonAvealth, to cherish the interests of literature and the
sciences, and all seminaries of them especially the university
;

:

Constitution of Massachusetts.
at

73

Cambridge, public schools, and grammar schools in the

to encourage private societies, and public institurewards and immunities, for the promotion of agriculture, arts, sciences, commerce, trades, manufactures, and a
natural history of the country, to countenance and inculcate

towns

;

tions,

humanity and general benevolence, public
industry and frugality, honesty and
sincerity, good humor, and
punctuality in their dealings
affections and generous sentiments among the
all social
[See Amendments, Article XYIII.]
people.

the principles of

and private

charity,

;

CHAPTER

VI.

OATHS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS INCOMPATIBILITY OP AND EXCLUSION FROM OFFICES PECUNIARY QUALIFICATIONS COMMIS;

;

;

CONFIRMATION OF LAWS HABEAS CORPUS
THE ENACTING STYLE CONTINUANCE OP OFFICERS PROVISION FOR A FUTURE REVISAL OF THE CONSTITUTION, &C.
SIONS

;

WRITS

;

;

;

;

;

Article

I.

Any

person chosen governor, lieutenant-gov-

ernor, councillor, senator, or representative,
trust, shall, before

or office,

make and

and accepting the

he proceed to execute the duties of his place
subscribe the following declaration, viz.

"I, A. B., do declare, that I believe the Christian re-

and have a firm persuasion of its truth and that I am
and possessed, in my own right, of the property required by the constitution, as one qualification for the office
or place to which I am elected."
[See Amendments, Article

ligion,

;

seized

VII.]

And
shall

the governor, lieutenant-governor, and councillors,

make and

of the

subscribe the said declaration, in the presence

two houses

of assembly

sentatives, first elected

under

;

and the senators and reprethis constitution,

before the

president and five of the council of the former constitution,
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and forever afterwards, before the gOA^ernor and council

for

the time being.

And

every person, chosen to either of the places or

offices

any person appointed or commissioned to
any judicial, executive, military, or other office under the
government, shall, before he enters on the discharge of the
business of his place or office, take and subscribe the following declaration, and oaths or affirmations, viz.
"I, A. B., do truly and sincerely acknowledge, profess,
testify and declare, that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is, and of right ought to be, a free, sovereign, and independent State and I do swear, that I will bear true faith
and allegiance to the said Commonwealth, and that I will
defend the same against traitorous conspiracies and all hostile
attempts whatsoever and that I do renounce and abjure all
aforesaid, as also

:

;

;

allegiance, subjection

and obedience

to the king,

queen, or

government of Great Britain, (as the case may be,) and
every other foreign power whatsoever and that no foreign
prince, person, prelate, state, or potentate, hath, or ought to
;

have, any jurisdiction, superiority, preeminence, authority,

dispensing or other power, in any matter,
or spiritual, within this
ity

and power which

is

Commonwealth
or

may

;

civil, ecclesiastical

except the author-

be vested by their constitu-

and I do further
and declare, that no man, or body of men, hath, or
can have, any right to absolve or discharge me from the obliand that I do
gation of this oath, declaration, or affirmation
ents in the congress of the United States

;

testify

;

make
tion,

acknowledgment, profession, testimony, declaradenial, renunciation and abjuration, heartily and truly,
this

according to the

common meaning and

acceptation of the

foregoing words, without any equivocation, mental evasion,

So help me, GOD."
A. B., do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties
according to the
incumbent on me as
best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to the rules
or secret reservation whatsoever.

"

I,

,

—
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and regulations of the constitution, and the laws of the
[See Amendments,
Commonwealth. So help me, GOD."
Article Yl.]

Provided always, that when any person, chosen or appointed as aforesaid, shall be of the denomination of the people

and

he
and subscribe the same, omitting the words, *' I do swear," * a7id
and
abjure," •' oaih or," " and abjuration," in the first oath
in the second oath, the words, " swear and," and in each of
called Quakers,

shall

make

shall decline taking the said oaths,

his affirmation in the foregoing form,

;

them

tlie

words,

thereof, " This

[See

•'

So help me,

I do under

Amendments,

GOD ;"

the pains

subjoining instead

and ^^enaliies of pierjury,^*

Article VI.]

And

the said oaths or affirmations shall be taken and sub-

scribed

by the governor, lieutenant-governor, and council-

lors,

before the president of the senate, in the presence of

two houses of assembly and by the senators and repreelected under this constitution, before the
president and five of the council of the former constitution
and forever afterwards before the governor and council for
the time being and by the residue of the officers aforesaid,
before such persons, and in such manner, as from time to
time shall be prescribed by the legislature.
the

;

sentatives first

;

;

Art.

No

II.

governor, lieutenant-governor, or judge of

any other office or
Commonwealth, except

the supreme judicial court, shall hold
place,

under the authority of

such as by

this constitution

they are admitted to hold, saving

that the judges of the said court
tices of

may

the peace thorough the State

other place or

any other

No

this

person

.shall

same time, within
offices, viz.

:

or receive

office,

state, or

;

hold the

offices

of jus-

nor shall they hold any

any pension or salary from

government, or power, whatever.
be capable of holding or exercising at the
this State,

judge of probate

or register of deeds

;

more than one

of the following

— sheriff— register of probate

and never more than any two

offices,

—
;

Constitulion of Massachusetts.

76

by appointment of the governor,

"which are to be held

or the

governor and council, or the senate, or the house of representatives, or

by the

election of the people of the State at

any county, military

large, or of the people of

offices,

and
by

the offices of justices of the peace excepted, shall be held

one person.

No

person holding the

office of

judge of the supreme judi-

— secretary — attorney- general—
general
treasurer or receiver-general—^judge of probate — commissarygeneral — president, professor or instructor of Harvard College — sheriff— clerk of the house of representatives— register
of probate — register of deeds — clerk of the supreme judicial
cial

court

solicitor-

court— clerk

of the inferior court of

common pleas— or

offi-

cer of the customs, including in this description naval officers

— shall at the same time have a seat in the senate or house of
representatives

;

but their being chosen or appointed

to,

and

accepting the same, shall operate as a resignation of their
seat in the senate or

house of representatives

so vacated shall be filled up.

[See

;

and the place

Amendments,

Article

VIII.]

And

the same rule shall take place in case any judge of

the said supreme judicial court, or judge of probate, shall
accept a seat in council

;

or

any councillor

shall accept of

either of those offices or places.

And no

person shall ever be admitted to hold a seat in the

legislature, or

any

office

government of

this

Commonwealth, who

of trust or importance under the
shall, in the

due

course of law, have been convicted of bribery or corruption,
in obtaining an election or appointment.

Art.

III.

In

all cases,

where sums of money are men-

tioned in this constitution, the value thereof shall be com-

puted in

and

it

silver, at six shillings

shall

and eight pence per ounce

be in the power of the legislature, from time to

time, to increase such qualifications, as to property, of the
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persons to be elected to

Commonwealtli

and

attested

as the circumstances of the

offices,

shall require.

Art. V.

the governor,

or his deputy,

and have the

Commonwealth

affixed thereto.

All writs, issuing out of the clerk's

of the courts of law, shall be in the

wealth of Massachusetts

;

name

office

in any

Common-

of the

they shall be under the seal of the

court from whence they issue

who is

of the

by

of Massachusetts, signed

by the secretary

great seal of the

first justice

name

All commissions shall be in the

Art. IV.

Commonwealth
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;

they shall bear

test of

the

of the court to which they shall be returnable,

not a party, and be signed by the clerk of such court.

Art. VI.

All the laws, which have heretofore been

adopted, used and approved, in the Province, Colony, or
State of Massachusetts Bay,

and usually practised on in the

remain and be in

courts of law, shall

still

altered or repealed

by the

legislature

;

full force, until

such parts only ex-

cepted as are repugnant to the rights and liberties contained
in this constitution.

The

and benefit of the writ of habeas
Commonwealth, in the most
free, easy, cheap, expeditious and ample manner
and shall
not be suspended by the legislature, except upon the most
urgent and pressing occasions, and for a limited time, not
Art. VII.

privilege

corpus shall be enjoyed in this

;

ex-ceeding twelve months.

The enacting

Art. VIII.
all acts, statutes

Senate and

and laws,

House

style, in

shall be

making and passing
it enacted by the

— "Be

of Representatives, in General Coiu:t as-

sembled, and by the authority of the same."

Art. IX.

To

may be no failure of justice,
Commonwealth, from a change of the

the end there

or danger arise to the
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form of government,

all officers,

civil

and

military, holding

commissions under the government and people of MassachuBay, in New England, and all other officers of the said
government and people, at the time this constitution shall
take effect, shall have, hold, use, exercise and enjoy, all the
setts

powers and authority to them granted or committed, until
other persons shall be appointed in their stead

and all courts

;

of law shall proceed in the execution of the business of theii
respective departments
officers,

;

and

all

and

the executive

legislative

bodies and powers, shall continue in full force, in the

all their trusts,
employments
and authority, until the general court, and the supreme
and executive officers under this constitution, are designated and invested with their respective trusts, powers and

enjoyment and exercise of

authority.

Art. X.

In order the more effectually

principles of the constitution,

and

adhere to the

to

to correct those violations

which by any means may be made therein, as well as to form
such alterations as from experience shall be found necessary,
the general court, which shall be in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, shall issue precepts
to the selectmen of the several towns, and to the assessors of
the unincorporated plantations, directing them to convene
tlie qualified voters of their respective towns and plantations,
for the purpose of collecting their sentiments on the necessity
or expediency of

revising the constitution,

in

order

to

amendments.

And

if it shall

appear,

by the returns made,

of the qualified voters throughout the State,

that two- thirds

who

shall assem-

and vote in consequence of the said precepts, are in favor
of such revision or amendment, the general court shall issue
precepts, or direct them to be issued from the secretary's
office, to the several towns, to elect delegates to meet in conble

vention for the purpose aforesaid.

The

said delegates to be chosen in the

same manner and
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proportion as their representatives in the second branch of
the legislature are

by

this constitution to

be chosen.

This form of government shall be enrolled on

Art. XI.

parchment, and deposited in the secretary's
part of the laws of the land

;

office, and be a
and printed copies thereof shall

be prefixed to the book containing the laws of
wealth, in

this

Common-

future editions of the said laws.

all

ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT.
Article

If any bill or resolve shall be objected

to, and
and if the general court shall
adjourn within five days after the same shall have been laid
before the governor for his approbation, and thereby prevent
his returning it, with his objections, as provided by the constitution, such bill or resolve shall not become a law, nor
have force as such.
I.

not approved by the governor

Art.

II.

;

The general court

shall

have

full

power and

authority to erect and constitute municipal or city govern-

ments, in any corporate town or towns in this

Common-

wealth, and to grant to the inhabitants thereof such powers,
privileges

and immunities, not repugnant

as the general court shall

to the constitution,

deem necessary

or expedient for

the regulation and government thereof, and to prescribe the

manner

and holding public meetings of the inhabiunder
and the manner of returning the votes given

of calling

tants in wards or otherwise, for the election of officers

the constitution,
at

such meetings

:

provided, that no such government shall

be erected or constituted in any town not containing twelve

nor unless it be with the consent, and
on the application, of a majority of the inhabitants of such

thousand inhabitants

;
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town, present and voting thereon, pursuant to a vote at a

meeting duly warned and holden for that purpose
vided, also, that all by-laws,

:

and pro-

made by such municipal

government, shall be subject,

at all times, to

or city

be annulled by

the general court.

Art. Ill, Every male citizen of twenty-one years of age
and upwards, (excepting paupers and persons under guardianship,) who shall have resided within the Commonwealth
one year, and within the tOM^n or district, in which he may
claim a right to vote, six calendar months next preceding any
election of governor, lieutenant-governor, senators, or repre-

sentatives,

and who

shall

have paid, by himself or his parent,

master, or guardian, any state or county tax, which shall,

within two years next preceding such election, have been
assessed upon him, in any town or district of this Common-

wealth

from
as

;

and

also every citizen

taxation,

and who

who

shall be

by law exempted

shall be in all other respects qualified

above mentioned, shall have a right to vote in such election

of governor, lieutenant-governor, senators
tives

;

and no other person

shall

and representa-

be entitled to vote in such

elections.

Art. IV.
ernor, in the

Notaries public

same manner

sihall

be appointed by the gov-

as judicial officers are appointed,

and shall hold their offices during seven years, unless sooner
removed by the governor, with the consent of the council,
upon the address of both houses of the legislature.
In case the

office of secretary or treasurer of

the

Common-

wealth shall become vacant from any cause, during the recess
of the

general court, the governor, with the advice and

consent of the council, shall nominate and appoint, under

such regulations

as

may

be prescribed by law, a competent

and suitable person, to such vacant office, who shall hold the
same until a successor shall be appointed by the general
court.
[See Amendments, Article XVII.]
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the exigencies of the
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Commonwealth

shall re-

quire the appointment of a commissary- general, he shall be

nominated, appointed and commissioned, in such manner as
the legislature may,

by law,

prescribe.

commissioned to command in the militia, may
be removed from office in such manner as the legislature
All

officers

may, by law,

Art. Y.
the militia,

prescribe.

In
all

tlie

elections of captains

members of

the

and subalterns of

their respective companies, as

well those under, as those above the age of twenty- one years,
shall

have a right

Art. VI.

to vote.

Instead of the oath of allegiance prescribed

by

the constitution, the following oath shall be taken and sub-

by every person chosen or appointed to any office,
under the government of this Commonwealth, before he shall enter on the duties of his office, to

scribed

civil or military,

wit

:

"I, A. B., do solemnly swear, that I will bear true
faith

and

and

will

allegiance to the

Commonwealth

of ^Massachusetts,

So help me,

support the constitution thereof.

GOD."
Provided, That

when any

person shall be of the denomi-

nation called Quakers, and shall decline taking said oath, he

make his affirmation in the foregoing form, omitting
word " swear," and inserting, instead thereof, the word

shall

the
'<

affirm,"

and omitting the words

'*

So help me, God," and

subjoining, instead thereof, the words " This I do under the

pains and penalties of perjury."

Art. YII.

No

oath, declaration or subscription, except-

ing the oath prescribed in the preceding
of

office, shall

ernor, councillors,

them

to

article,

and the oath

be required of the governor, lieutenant-govsenators

or

representatives,

perform the duties of their respective

to

offices.

quahfy

;
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No judge of any court of this Commonwealth,

Art. YIII.

(except the court of sessions,) and no person holding any
offics

under the authority of the United

States, (postmasters

excepted,) shall, at the same time, hold the office of governor,
lieutenant-governor, or councillor, or have a seat in the senate

Commonwealth and no
Commonwealth, (except the court

or house of representatives of this

judge of any court in

this

;

of sessions,) nor the attorney-general, solicitor-general, county-attorney, clerk of any court, sheriff, treasurer
general, register of

probate,

continue to hold his said

nor register

office after

of

and

receiver-

deeds,

being elected a

shall

member

of the Congress of the United States, and accepting that trust

but the acceptance of such
said, shall

trust,

by any

of the officers afore-

be deemed and taken to be a resignation of his said

and judges of the courts of common pleas shall hold
office
no other office under the government of this Commonwealth,
the office of justice of the peace and militia offices excepted.
;

any time hereafter, any specific and paror amendments to the constitution be
proposed in the general court, and agreed to by a majority of
the senators and two-thirds of the members of the house of
representatives present, and voting thereon, such proposed
amendment or amendments shall be entered on the journals
of the two houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and
referred to the general court then next to be chosen, and
and if in the general court next chosen,
shall be published
as aforesaid, such proposed amendment or amendments shall
be agreed to by a majority of the senators and two-thirds of
the members of the house of representatives present and
voting thereon, then it shall be the duty of the general court
to submit such proposed amendment or amendments to the
people and if they shall be approved and ratified by a maArt. IX.

If,

in

amendment

ticular

;

;

jority of

legally

come

the C[ualified voters, voting thereon, at meetings

warned and holden

for that purpose, they shall be-

part of the constitution of this

Commonwealth.

Constilution of Massachusetts.

Art. X.

The

political

year shall begin on the

nesday of January, instead of the

and the general court

last

83
first

Wednesday

shall assemble every year

of

WedMay

;

on the said

Wednesday of January, and shall proceed, at that sesmake all the elections, and to do all the otiier acts,
which are by the constitution required to be made and done
at the session which has heretofore commenced on the last
Wednesday of May. And the general court shall be dissolved
on the day next preceding the first Wednesday of January,
without any proclamation or other act of the governor. But
first

sion, to

notliing herein contained shall prevent the general court

from

assembling at such other times as they shall judge necessary,

when

or

called together

lieutenant-governor and

by the governor.
councillors, shall

The governor,
also

hold their

respective offices for one year next following the first

Wed-

nesday of January, and until others are chosen and qualified
in their stead.

The meeting
or,

for the choice of governor, lieutenant-govern-

senators and representatives, shall be held on the second

Monday

of

adjourned,

November
if

the next day,
further.

But

in every year

;

but meetings

may be

necessary, for the choice of representatives, to

and again

to the

next succeeding day, but no

in case a second meeting shall be necessary for

the choice of representatives, such meetings shall be held
the fourth

Monday

Amendments,

of the same

Article

month

of

November.

on

[See

XV.]

All the other provisions of the constitution, respecting

members of the general
any other officers or persons whatever, that have
the last Wednesday of May as the commence-

the elections and proceedings of the
court, or of

reference to

ment

This
ber,
ified

have

of the political year, shall be so far altered, as to

like reference to the first
article shall

Wednesday

go into operation on the

when the same
an amendment of the

next following the day

and adonted

of January.

as

first

day of Octo-

shall be

duly rat-

constitution

;

and

;
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the governor, lieutenant-governor, councillors, senators, rep-

and

resentatives,

chosen, and

who

other state officers,

all

who

are annually

when

shall be chosen for the current year,

the same shall go into operation, shall hold their respective
offices until

the

"Wednesday of January then next

first

fol-

lowing, and until others are chosen and qualified in their

and no longer

stead,

;

and the

first

election of the governor,

lieutenant-governor, senators and representatives, to be had
in virtue of this article, shall be

month

in the

same

had conformably thereunto,
day on which the

of jS'ovember following the

shall be in force

and go into

oi)eration,

pursuant

to the

foregoing provision.

All the provisions of the existing constitution, inconsistent

with the provisions herein contained, are hereby wholly
annulled.

Art. XI.

Instead of the third article of the

the following modification and

tuted

As

amendment

bill

thereof

of rights,
is

substi-

:—
the public worship of God, and instructions in piety,

religion

and morality, promote the happiness and prosperity

of a people, and the security of a republican government
therefore,

the several religious societies of this

Common-

wealth, whether corporate or unincorporate, at any meeting
legally

warned and holden

for that purpose, shall ever

the right to elect their pastors or

religious

to

money

for

contract with them, for their support, to raise
erecting

and repairing houses

for

public worship, for the

maintenance of religious instruction, and
necessary expenses

:

and

all

have

teachers,

for the

payment of

persons belonging to any

reli-

gious society shall be taken and held to be members, until

they shall

file

with the clerk of said society a written notice

and thenceany grant or contract which may
be thereafter made or entered into by such society and all
religious sects and denominations, demeaning themselves
declaring the dissolution of their membership,

forth shall not be liable for

:
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Commonwealth,

shall

be equally under the protection of the law and no subordination of any one sect or denomination to another shall ever
;

be established by law.

In order

Art. XII.
citizens of this

to provide for a representation of the

Commonwealth, founded upon the

principles

of equahty, a census of the ratable polls in each city,

and

district of the

Commonwealth, on the

first

be taken and returned into the secretary's

shall

town

day of May,
office,

in

such manner as the legislature shall provide, witliin the
nronth of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight

hundred and thirty-seveuj and in every tenth year thereafter,
month of May, in manner aforesaid and each town
or city having tliree hundred ratable polls at the last preced-

in the

:

ing decennial census of

and

for every four

to the first three

polls,

may

hundred and

elect

fifty

one representative,

ratable polls, in addition

hundred, one representative more.

[See

Amendments, Article XIII.]
Any town having less than three hundred ratable polls
The whole number of ratable
shall be represented thus
:

the last preceding decennial census of polls, shall

polls at

be multiplied by ten, and the product divided by three hundred

;

and such town

may

elect

one representative as

years within ten years, as three hundred

product aforesaid.

Any
or

city or

more

[See

Amendments,

is

Article XIII.]

town, having ratable polls enough to

representatives, with

the necessary number,

may

many

contained in the

any number of

one
beyond

elect

polls

be rej^resented, as to that surplus

number, by multiplying such surplus number by ten, and
dividing the product by four hundred and fifty and such
city or town may elect one additional representative as many
years, within the ten years, as four hundred and fifty is con;

tained in the product aforesaid.

XIII.]

[See

Amendments,

Article
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Any two or more of the several towns and districts may,
by consent of a majority of the legal voters present at a legal
meeting in each of said towns and districts, respectively, called
for that purpose, and held previous to the first day of July^
in the year in which the decennial census of polls shall be
taken, form themselves into a representative

district, to

con-

tinue until the next decennial census of polls, for the election
of a representative or representatives

have

all

;

and such

shaL
would

district

the rights, in regard to representation, which

to a town containing the same number of ratable polls.
Amendments, Article XIII.]
The governor and council shall ascertain and determine,
within the months of July and August, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, according
to the foregoing principles, the number of representatives
which each city, town and representative district is entitled
to elect, and the number of years, within the period of ten
years then next ensuing, that each city, town and representative district, may elect an additional representative
and
where any town has not a sufficient number of polls to elect

belong
[See

;

a representative each year, then,

ten years, such town

may

how many

years within the

and the
done once in ten years thereafter, by the governor and council, and the number of ratable polls in each

same

elect

a representative

:

shall be

number of
town and representative district may elect as aforesaid
and when the number of representatives to be elected by each city, town or representative

decennial census of polls, shall determine the
representatives

which each

city,

;

district is ascertained

and determined

as aforesaid, the gov-

ernor shall cause the same to be published forthwith for the
information of the people, and that

and unalterable

number shall remain

for the period of ten years.

[See

fixed

Amend-

ments, Article XIII.]

All the provisions of the existing constitution inconsistent

with the provisions herein contained, are hereby wholly
annulled.

;
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A census of the

Art. XIII.

inhabitants of each citj' and
day of May, shall be taken and returned
into the secretary's office, on or before the last day of June,
of the year one thousand eight hundred and forty, and of
every tenth year thereafter which census shall determine the

town, on the

first

;

apportionment of senators and representatives for the term of
ten years.

The

several senatorial districts

manent.

The

now

existing, shall be per-

senate shall consist of forty

members

;

and in

the year one thousand eight hundred and forty, and eveiy

tenth year thereafter, the governor

and council

shall assign

number of senators to be chosen in each district, according to the number of inhabitants in the same. But, in all
the

cases, at least

one senator shall be assigned to each

The members

district.

of the house of representatives shall be appor-

tioned in the folloAving

manner

ing twelve hundred inhabitants,

Every town or

:

city contain-

may elect one representative

and two thousand four hundred inhabitants
which shall entitle it

shall

increasing number,

to

be the mean

an additional

representative.

Every town containing

less

than twelve hundred inhabi-

tants shall be entitled to elect a representative as

many times,

within ten years, as the number one hundred and sixty

number

contained in the

of

is

the inhabitants of said town.

Such towns may also elect one representative for the year in
which the valuation of estates within the Commonwealth,
shaU be

settled.

Any two

or

more of the

several

towns may, by consent of

a majority of the legal voters present at a legal meeting, in

each of said towns, respectively, called for that purpose, and
held before the
eight

first

hundred and

day of August, in the year one thousand
and every tenth year thereafter, form

forty,

themselves into a representative

term of ten years

;

and such

district, to

district shall

in regard to representation, which

containing the same

number

continue for the

have

all

would belong

of inhabitants.

the rights,
to a

town
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The number

of inhabitants which shall entitle a

town

to

one representative, and the mean increasing number,
which shall entitle a town or city to elect more than one, and
elect

also the

number by which

the population of towns, not enti-

be divided, shall be

tled to a representative every year, is to

by one-tenth

increased, respectively,

of the

numbers above

mentioned, whenever the population of the Commonwealth
shall

and

have increased to seven hundred and seventy thousand,

for

every additional increase of seventy thousand inhabi-

tants, the

same addition of one-tenth shall be made,
numbers above mentioned.

respec-

tively, to the said

In the year of each decennial census, the governor and
first day of September, apportion the
number of representatives which each city, town and reprecouncil shall, before the

and ascertain how many
any town may elect a representative,
which is not entitled to elect one every year and the governor shall cause the same to be published forthwith.
Nine councillors shall be annually chosen from among the
people at large, on the first Wednesday of January, or as
sentative district

is

entitled to elect,

years, within ten years,

;

soon thereafter as

and
as

may

be, in like

happen in the

No

may

be,

by the

joint ballot of the senators

representatives, assembled in one room,

manner,

council,

by

fill

up any

Commonwealth

councillor shall be chosen from

Commonwealth.

No

[See

soon

may

who

for the

immediately preceding his election
the

shall, as

death, resignation or otherwise.

person shall be elected a councillor

inhabitant of this

who

vacancies that

;

five years

and not more than one

any one

senatorial district in

Amendments,

possession of a freehold, or of

has not been an

term of

Article

any other

XVI.]
estate, shall

be required as a qualification for holding a seat in either
branch of the general court, or in the executive council.

Art. XIV. In all elections of civil officers by the people
Commonwealth, whose election is provided for by the

of this

Constitution of MassachuselLs.
constitution, the person
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having the highest number of votes
to be elected.

deemed and declared

shall be

Art. XV.

The meeting

for the choice of governor, lieu-

tenant-governor, senators and representatives, shall be held

on the Tuesday next
annually

;

after the first

Monday

in

November,

but in case of a failure to elect representatives on

that day, a second meeting shall be holden, for that purpose,

on the fourth Monday of the same month of November,

XYI.

AiiT.

Eight councillors shall be annually chosen

by the inhabitants of
for governor.

The

Commonwealth,

this

election

qualified to vote

of councillors shall be

deter-

mined by the same rule that is required in the election of
The legislature, at its first session after this
governor.
amendment shall have been adopted, and at its first session
after the next State census shall have been taken, and at its
first

each deceimial State census thereafter-

session after

Avards, shall divide the

Commonwealth

into eight districts of

number

contiguous territory, each containing a

of inhabi-

tants as nearly equal as practicable, wdthout dividing

town, or ward of a
cillor

:

city,

and each

2^rovide(l, hoioever^

that

entitled to elect
at

if,

any

one coun-

any time, the constitu-

tion shall provide for the division of the

Commonwealth

into

forty senatorial districts, then the legislature shall so arrange

the councillor districts, that each district shall consist of five

contiguous senatorial

eligible

to

districts, as

by the

time, established

they shall be, from time to

the office of councillor

Commonwealth

inhabitant of the

No

legislature.

immediately preceding his

who

for the

election.

of the election, the return of the votes,

person shall be

has not been an

term of

five years

The day and manner
and the declaration of

the said elections, shall be the same as are required in the

Whenever there shall be a failure to
number of councillors, the vacancies shall be
same manner as required for filling vacancies iu

election of governor.
elect the full
filled in

the

6
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and vacancies occasioned by death,

the senate;

from the

State, or otherwise, shall

as soon as

may

be

removal

manner,

filled in like

be after such vacancies shall have happened.

And that there may

be no delay in the organization of the

government on the first Wednesday of January, the governor, with at least five councillors for the time being, shall,
as soon as may be, examine the returned copies of the records for the election of governor, lieutenant-governor, and
councillors
and ten days before the said first Wednesday
in January, he shall issue his summons to such persons as
;

appear to be chosen, to attend on that day to be qualified
accordingly

;

and the

secretary shall lay the returns before

the senate and house of representatives on the said

Wednesday

in January, to be

by them examined

first

and in

;

case of the election of either of said officers, the choice shall

but in case there shall
be by them declared and published
be no election of either of said officers, the legislature shall
proceed to fill such vacancies in the manner provided in the
;

constitution for the choice of such officers.

Art. XYII. The secretary, treasurer and receiver- genand attorney-general, shall be chosen annually,
on the day in November prescribed for the choice of govand each person then chosen as such, duly qualified
ernor
eral, auditor,

;

in other respects, shall hold his office for the term of one

year from the third

Wednesday

and

chosen and qualified in his stead.

until another

is

qualification of the voters, the

in January next thereafter,

manner of the

The

election, the

return of the votes, and the declaration of the election, shall

be such as are required in the election of governor.

In case

of a failure to elect either of said officers on the day in

November

aforesaid, or

in case of the decease, in the

mean

time, of the person elected as such, such officer shall be

chosen on or before the third Wednesday in January next
thereafter, from the two persons who had the highest number of votes for said offices on the day in

November

afore-

Constitution of Massachusetts.
said,

by

and in case the

;

and receiver- general, or
become vacant, from any
session

and

joint ballot of the senators

one room

office

by

representatives, in

of secretary, or treasurer

auditor, or attorney-general, shall
cause, during an annual or special

such vacancy shall in like

of the general court,

manner be
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choice from the people at large

but if
such vacancy shall occur at any other time, it shall be supplied by the governor by appointment, with the advice and
fiUed

The person

consent of the council.

so chosen or appointed,

duly qualified in other respects, shall hold his
successor

is

;

office until his

In case

chosen and duly qualified in his stead.

any person chosen or appointed

to either of the offices afore-

said, shall neglect, for the space of ten

days

after

he could

upon his duties, to qualify himself in all
respects to enter upon the discharge of such duties, the office
to which he has been elected or appointed shall be deemed
otherwise enter

vacant.

No

person shall be eligible to either of said

unless he shall have been an inhabitant of this

offices

Common-

wealth five years next preceding his election or appoint-

ment.

Art. XVIII.
All moneys raised by taxation in the
towns and cities for the sup^jort of public schools, and all
moneys which may be appropriated by the State for the
support of common schools, shall be applied to, and expended in, no other schools than those which are conducted
according to law, under the order and superintendence of the
authorities of the

expended

;

town

or city in

and such moneys

which the money

shall never

is

to

be

be appropriated to

any

religious sect for the maintenance, exclusively, of its

own

schools.

Art. XIX. 'The

legislature shall

prescribe,

by general

law, for the election of sheriffs, registers of probate, commissioners of insolvency,

and clerks of the

courts,

by the people
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of the several counties, and that district- attorneys shall be

chosen by the people of the several
office as

such term of

Xo

Art XX.

eligible to office

who

districts, for

the legislature shall prescribe.

person shall have the right to vote, or be
under the constitution of this Commonwealth,

be able to read the constitution in the English

shall not

name jirovided, hoioever, that the
amendment shall not apply to any person

language, and write his
provisions of this

:

prevented by a physical disability from complying with
requisitions,

nor to any person

nor to any persons
at the time this

Art. XXI.
town, on the

who now has

who shall be sixty

amendment

years of age or upwards

shall take effect.

A census of the legal voters of

first

its

the right to vote,

day of May,

shall

into the office of the secretary of the

each city and

be taken and returned

Commonwealth, on or

before the last day of June, in the year one thousand eight

hundred and fifty-seven and a census of the inhabitants of
each city and town, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and sixty- five, and of every tenth year thereafter. In the
;

census aforesaid, a special enumeration shall be made of the
and in each city said enumeration shall specify

legal voters,

the number of such legal voters aforesaid residing in each
ward of such city. The enumeration aforesaid shall determine the apportionment of representatives for the periods
;

between the taking of the census.
The house of representatives shall consist of two hundred
and forty members, which shall be apportioned by the legislature, at its first session after the return of each enumeration
as aforesaid, to the several counties of the

equally, as nearly as

may

bers of legal voters, as ascertained
special

enumeration

;

Commonwealth,

be, according to their relative

num-

by the next preceding

and the town of Cohasset, in the county

of Norfolk, shall, for this purpose, as well as in the formation
of districts, as hereinafter provided, be considered a part of

—
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Plymouth and it shall be the duty of the
Commonwealth, to certify, as soon as may
determined by the legislature, the number of
;

secretary of the

be after

it

is

representatives to

which each county

board authorized

to divide

shall be entitled, to the

each county into representative

The mayor and aldermen

districts.

of the city of Boston,

the county commissioners of other counties than Suffolk,

mayor and aldermen of the

or in lieu of the

city of Boston,

or of the county commissioners in each county other than
Suffolk, such board of special commissioners in each county,

by the people

to be elected
tlierein, as

on the

may

first

of the county, or of the towns

for that purpose

be provided by law, shall,
after each assignment

Tuesday of August next

of representatives to each county, assemble at a shire
of their respective counties, and proceed, as soon as
to divide the

same into representative

districts of

town

may

be,

contiguous

territory, so as to apportion the representation assigned to

each county equally, as nearly as
relative

number

each county

;

may

be, according to the

of legal voters in the several districts of

and such

districts shall

be so formed that no

town or ward of a city shall be divided therefor, nor shall
any district be made which shall be entitled to elect more
than three representatives.
Every representative, for one
year at least next preceding his election, shall have been an
inhabitant of the district for which he

inhabitant of the

is

chosen, and shall

when he shall cease
Commonwealth. The districts

cease to represent such district

to

be an

in each

shall be numbered by the board creating the same,
and a description of each, with the numbers thereof and
the number of legal voters therein, shall be returned by the

county

board, to the secretary of the

Commonwealth, the county

and to the clerk of every town in
each district, to be filed and kept in their respective offices.
The manner of calling and conducting the meetings for the
choice of representatives, and of ascertaining their election,

treasurer of each county,
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shall

be prescribed by law.

members of the house of
quorum for doing business
temporarily,

Not

less

than one hundred

representatives shall constitute a

but a

;

less

adjourn from day to

number may

day,

organize

and compel

the

attendance of absent members.

Art. XXII.
and town, on the

A census
first

of the legal voters of each city

day of May,

be taken and returned
Commonwealth, on or

shall

into the office of the secretary of the

before the last day of June, in the year one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-seven and a census of the inhabitants of
each city and town, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and sixty- five, and of every tenth year thereafter. In the
;

made

census aforesaid, a special enumeration shall be

of the

and in each city said enumeration shall specify
the number of such legal voters aforesaid, residing in each
ward of such city. The enumeration aforesaid shall determine the apportionment of senators for the periods between
legal voters,

The

the taking of the census.

The

members.

senate shall consist of forty

general court shall, at

session after

its first

each next preceding special enumeration, divide the

wealth into forty

districts of adjacent territory,

to contain, as nearly as
voters,

;

counties,

and such

districts shall

two

shall

at the

district for

city shall

be formed, as nearly as

may

two or more
shall elect one

Each

district

have been an inhabitant of
least

provided,

be divided

counties, or parts of

into one district.

who

wealth five years at

and

an equal number of legal

no town or ward of a

be, without uniting

senator,

be,

according to the enumeration aforesaid:

however, that
therefor

may

Common-

each district

this

Common-

immediately preceding his election,

time of his election shall be an inhabitant of the

which he

is

chosen

sent such senatorial district

inhabitant of the

;

and he

when he

Commonwealth.

shall cease to represhall cease to

Not

less

be an

than sixteen

;
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senators shall

but a

day

less

to day,

a

constitute

number may

quorum

for
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doing

business

organize temporarily, adjourn from

and compel the attendance of absent members.

—

[Note. Soon after the Declaration of Independence steps were taken in
Massachusetts towards framing a Constitution, or form of government.

The Council and House of Eepresentatives, or the General Court, of
1777-8, in accordance with a recommendation of the General Court of

the previous year, met together as a Convention, and adopted a form of
Constitution ''for the State of Massachusetts Bay," which was submitted to the people,

and by them

rejected.

This attempt to form a Consti-

tution having proved unsuccessful, the General Court on the 20th of February, 1779, passed a Resolve calling

votes

upon the questions

tion or form of

upon the quahfied voters

—Whether they choose

to

to give in their

have a new Constitu-

government made, and. Whether they

will

empower

their

Convention for that purpose. A
large majority of the inhabitants having voted in the affirmative to both
these questions, the General Court, on the 17th of June, 1779, passed a
repi-esentatives to vote for calling a State

Resolve calling upon the inhabitants to meet

and choose

delegates to a

Constitutional Convention, to be held at Cambridge, on the 1st of September, 1779.

The Convention met

at the time

and place appointed, and

organized by choosing James Bowdoin, President, and Samuel Barrett,

On

November the Convention adjourned, to meet
Chamber, in Boston, January 5th, 1780.
On the
2d of March, of the same year, a form of Constitution having been agi-eed
upon, a Resolve was passed by which the same was submitted to the people, and the Convention adjourned to meet at the Brattle Street Church,
in Boston, June the 7th. At that time and place, the Convention again
met and appointed a Committee to examine the returns of votes from the
several towns. On the 14th of June the Committee reported, and on the
loth the Convention resolved, "That the people of the State of Massachusetts Bay have accepted the Constitution as it stands, in the printed
form submitted to their revision." A resolve providing for carrying the
new Constitution into effect, was passed, and the Convention then, on the
16th of June, 1780, was finally dissolved.
In accordance with the ReSecretary.

the 11th of

at the Representatives'

solve referred to, elections immediately took place in the several towns,

and the

first

General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts met

at the State House, in Boston,

on Wednesday, October 25th, 1780.
The Constitution contained a provision providing for taking, in 1795, the

sense of the people as to the expediency or necessity of revising the origi-

But no such revision was deemed necessary at that time.
the 16th of June, 1820, an Act was passed by the General Court calling

nal instrument.

On
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upon the people to meet in their several towns, and give iu their votes
upon the question, " Is it expedient that Delegates should be chosen, to
meet in Convention for the purpose of revising or altering the ConstiGovernment of this Commonwealth." A large majority of the

tution of

people of the State having voted in favor of revision, the Governor issued

a proclamation annovmcing the

fact,

and

calling

upon the people

to vote,

in accordance with the provisions of the aforesaid Act, for delegates to the

proposed Convention. The delegates met at the State House, iu Boston,
November 15th, 1820, and organized by choosing John Adams, President,
and Benjamin Pollard, Secretary, Mr. Adams, however, declined the appointment, and Isaac Parker was chosen in his stead. On the 9th of January, 1821, the Convention agreed to fourteen articles of amendment, and,
after having passed a Resolve providing for submitting the same to the
people, and appointed a Committee to meet to count the votes upon the
subject, was dissolved.
The people voted on Monday, April 29th, 1821,
and the Committee of the Convention met at the State House, to count
They made their return to the
the votes, on Wednesday, May 24th.
General Court, and at the request of the latter, the Governor issued his
proclamation on the 5th of Jvine, 1821, announcing that nine of the
fourteen articles of amendment had been adopted.
These articles are
numbered in the j)receding pages from one to nine inclusive.
The tenth article of amendment was adopted by the General Court during the sessions of the political years 1829-30 and 1830-31, and was apThe eleventh article of
proved and ratified by the people. May 11, 1831.
amendment was adopted by the General Court during the sessions of the
political years 1832 and 1833, and was approved and ratified by the people,
November 11, 1833. The twelfth article of amendment was adopted by the
General Court dui-ing the sessions of the years 1835 and 1836, and was apThe thirteenth
proved and ratified bj^ the people, November 14th, 1836.
article of amendment was adopted by the General Court during the sessions of the years 1839 and 1840, and was approved and ratified by the
people, April 6th, 1840.

The General Court of the year 1851 passed an Act for calling a third
This Act was submitted to the
Convention to revise the Constitution.
In 1852,
people, and a majority voted against the proposed Convention.
on the 7th of May, another Act was passed calling upon the people to vote

upon

the question of calling a Constitutional Convention.

A

majority of

the people having voted in favor of the proposed Convention, elections for

The Convention met at the
and organized by choosPresident, and William S. Piobinson and

delegates thereto took place in March, 1853.

State House, in Boston, on the 4th of May, 1853,

ing Nathaniel P. Banks, Jr.,

James T. Robinson,

Secretaries.

On the

1st of Avigust, this Convention

agreed to a form of Constitution, and on the same day was dissolved after

having provided for submitting the same to the people, and appointed a
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meet to count the votes, and to make a return thereof to the
The Committee met at the time and place agreed upon,
and found that the proposed Constitution had been rejected.
The fourteenth, Ji/teenth, sixteenth, seventeenth^ eighteenth and nineteenth articles of amendment were adopted by the General Court during
tho sessions of 1854 and 1855, and were approved and ratified by the peoCommittee

to

(Jeneral Court.

ple,

May

The

23, 1855.]

twentieth, twenty-first

and ticenty-second

to

and

by the people, May

ratified

Articles of

Amendment

by the General Court of 1856 and 1857, and were approved

were agreed

Ist, 1857-.]

GOVERNORS AND LIEUT. GOVERNORS OF MASS.
UNDER THE COXSTITUTIOX.
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United States Senators.
from 1802 to—

1807

Levi Lincoln,

1807

1809

David Cobb,
William Gray,
William Phillips,

1809

1810

Levi Lincoln,

1823

Feb., 1824

Marcus Morton,
Thomas L. Winthrop,
Samuel T. Armstrong,

1824

July, 1825

E'Jward H. Robbins,

1810

1812

1812

1823

1826

1832

1833

1836

George Hull,

1836

1843

Henry H. Childs,
John Reed,
Henry W. Cushman,

1843

1844

1844

1851

1851

1853

Elisha Huntington,

1853

1854

William C. Plunkett,

1854

1855

Simon Brown,
Henry W. Reuchley,

1855

1856

1856

1858

EUphalet Trask,

1858

UNITED STATES SENATORS FROM MASSACHUSETTS,
FROM
Caleb Strong,

.

1789

TO

1858.

Congressional Districts.
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS,
AS ESTABLISHED BY CHAP.

143

OF THE ACTS OF

1852.

District

—The

I.

several towns in the Counties of Barnstable,

Nantucket, together with the city of

II.

—

III.

—

IV.

—

New

Dukes, and

Bedford, and the

towns of Dartmouth and Fairhaven, in the County of Bristol;
and the towns of Carver, Kingston, Plymouth, Plympton,
Rochester, and Wareham, in the County of Plymouth.
The towns of Attleborough, Berkley, Dighton, Easton, Fall River,
Freetown, Mansfield, Norton, Pawtucket, Raynham, Rehoboth,
Seekonk, Somerset, Swanzey, Taunton, and Westport, in the
County of Bristol; and the towns of Abington, Bridgewater,
Duxbury, East Bridgewater, Halifax, Hanover, Hanson, Hingham, Hull, Marshfield, MidtUeborough, North Bridgewater,
Pembroke, Scituate, South Scituate, and West Bridgewater,
in the County of Pli/mouth ; and the town of Cohasset in the
County of Norfolk.
The towns of Bellingham, Braintree, Canton, Dedham, Dorchester, Dover, Foxborougli, Franklin, Medfield, Medway, Milton,
Needham, Quincy, Randolph, Sharon, Stoughton, Walpole,
West Roxbury, Weymouth, Wrentham, in the County of Norfolk ; and the towns of Blackstone, Mendon, Milford, Northbridge, Upton, and Uxbridge, in the County of Worcester ; and
the towns of Brighton, HoUiston, Newton, Sherburne, and
Water town, in the county of Middlesex.
The city of Roxbury, and the town of Brookline, in the County
of Norfolk ; and the wards numbered seven, eight, nine, ten,
eleven, and twelve, in the city of Boston, in the County of
Suffolk.

V.

—The wards

numbered one, two, three, four, five, and six, in the
and the towns of Chelsea and North Chelsea, and
Winthrop, in the County of Suffolk; and the city of Camcity of Boston,

bridge, in the County of Middlesex.

VI.

—The

cities of Lynn, Newburyport, and Salem, and the towns of
Amesbury, Beverly, Essex, Georgetown, Gloucester, Groveland,
Hamilton, Ipswich, Manchester, Marblehead, Newbury, Rockport, Rowley, Salisbury, Wenham. and West Newbury, in the
County of Essex.
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District

VII.— The towns

of Andover, Boxford, Bradford, Dan vers, Haverhill,
Lawrence, Lynnfield, Methuen, Middleton, Saugus, and Topsfield, in the County of Essex; and the city of Gharlestown,
and the towns of Burlington, Lexington, Maiden, Medford,

Melrose, Reading, Somerville, South Reading, Stoneham, Wal-

tham, West Cambridge, Wilmington, Winchester, and Woburn,
in the County of Middlesex.

Vni.—The

city of Lowell, and the towns of Acton, Ashby, Ashland,
Bedford, Billerica, Boxborough, Carlisle, Chelmsford, Concord,
Dracut, Dunstable, Framingham, Groton, Hopkinton, Lincoln,

Littleton, Marlborough, Natick, Pepperell, Shirley, Stow,
Sudbury, Tewksbury, Townsend, Tyngsborough, Wayland, Westford, and Weston, in the County of Middlesex; and the towns
of Berlin. Bolton, Harvard, Lunenburg, Northborough, Southborough, and Westborough, in the County of Worcester.

IX.—The towns

of Ashburuham, Auburn, Barre, Boylston, Brookfield,
Charlton, Chnton, Douglas, Dudley, Fitchburg, Gardner, Grafton, Holden, Hubbardston, Lancaster, Leicester, Leominster,
New Braintree, North Brookfield, Oakham, Oxford,

Millbury,

Paxton, Princeton, Rutland, Shrewsbury, Southbridge, Spencer, Sterling, Sturbridge, Sutton, Templeton, Webster,
West
Boylston, Westminster, and Winchendou, and the city of
Worcester, in the

County of

Worcester.

X.— The

towns of Athol, Dana, Hardwick, Petersham, Phillipston,
Royalston, Warren, and West Brookfield, in the County
of
Worcester; audErviug, Leverott, Montague, New Salem, Northfield, Orange, Shutesbury, Sunderland, Warwick,
Wendell,
and Whately, in the county of Franklin; and Amherst,
Belchertown, Easthampton, Enfield, Granby, Greenwich, Had-

Northampton, Pelham, Prescott, South Hadley,
in the County of Hampshire; and Erimfield,
Chicopee, Holland, Holyoke, Longmeadow, Ludlow, Monson,

ley, Hatfield,

and Ware,

Palmer, Springfield, Wales, West Springfield, and Wilbraham,
in the

County cf Hampden.

XI.— The towns of Ar,hfield,

Bernardston, Buckland, Charlemont, Cole-

raine, Conway, Deerfield, Gill, Greenfield, Hawley,
Heath,
Leyden, Monroe, Rowe, and Shelburue, in the county of
Franklin; and Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Middlefield,

Norwich, Plainfield, Southampton, Westhampton, Williamsburg, and Worthington, in the County of Hampshire; and
Blandford, Chester, Granville, Montgomery, Russell, Southwick, ToUand, and Westfield, in the County of
the several towns in the County cf Berkshire.

Hampden ; and

*
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SENATE DISTRICTS,
A3 ESTABLISHED BY CHAP. 309, ACTS OF 1857, WITH THE NUMBELl OF LEGAL VOTERS IN EACH DlSTillCT.

[Ayerage ratio for the State, 5,292.]

Suffolk County

—Five

Senators.

[Average ratio, 4,949.]

FIRST DISTRICT.— Chelsea, Nortli
Boston.

Chelsea, Winthrop,

and Ward No.

2,

Legal voters, 3;9S3.

SECOND DISTRICT.—Wards Nos. 1, 3, and 5, Boston.
THIRD DISTRICT.—Wards Nos. 4, 6, and 7, Boston.

FOURTH DISTRICT.— Wards Nos.

8, 9,

and

Legal voters, 5,371.
Legal voters,

10, Boston.

5,296.''

Legal voters.

5,039.

FIFTH DISTRICT.—Wards

Nos. 11 and 12, Boston.

—Five

Essex County

Legal voters, 4,42G.

Senators.

[Average ratio, 5,693.]

FIRST DISTRICT.-Lynn, LynuSeld, Marhiehead, Nahant, Saugus, and
Swampscott.

Legal voters, 5,681.

SECOND DISTRICT.- Salem, Dauvers, Hamilton, Middleton, South Danvers, Topsfield,

and Wenham.

THIRD DISTRICT.—Lawrence,
and North Andover.

Legal voters, 5,657.

Andover, Boxford, Haverhill, Methuen,

Legal voters, 5,G33.

FOURTH DISTRICT.—Newburyport,

Amesbury, Bradford, Georgetown,

Groveland, Nesvbury, Salisbury, and Vrest Newbui-y.

Legal voters,

5,430.

FIFTH DISTRICT.—Beverly,
Rockport, and Rowley.

Essex, Gloucester, Ipswich, Manchester,

Legal voters, 5,565.

Middleseo: County

FIRST

— Six Senators.

[Average ratio, 5,709.]
DISTRICT.— Charlestown, SotnerviUe,

Melrose,

and Maiden.

Legal voters, 5,741.

SECOND DISTRICT.— Cambridge, Waltham, West

Cambridge, WaterLegal voters, 5,98L
Ashland,
Framingham, Holliston, Hopkinton, NaTHIRD DISTRICT.—
tick, Newton, Sherborn, Sudbury, Way laud, and Weston.
Legal
town, and Brighton.

voters, 5,764.
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FOURTH DISTRICT.—Acton,

Ashby, Boxborough, Carlisle, Chelmsford,
Concord, Dunstable, Groton, Lincoln, Littleton, Marlborough, Pepperell, Shirley, Stow, Townsend, Tyngsborough, and Westford.
Legal
Toters, 5,357.

FIFTH DISTRICT.—Bedford,

Billerica, Burlington,

Lexington, Medford,

North Reading, Reading, South Reading, Stoneham, Wilmiugton,
Winchester, and Woburn. Legal voters, 5,786.

SIXTH DISTRICT.— Lowell, Dracut, and Tewksbury.
Worcester County

Legal voters, 5,629.

— Six Senators.

[Average ratio, 4,942.]

CENTRAL DISTRICT.—Worcester, Holden, Paxton, and Rutland,

Legal

voters, 4,883.

SOUTH-EAST DISTRICT.—Blackstone,
bridge, Sutton, and Uxbridge.

Douglas,

Mendon,

Milford, North-

Legal voters, 4,798.

SOUTH-WEST DISTRICT.— Auburn,
Leicester, Oxford,

Brookfield, Charlton, Dudley,
Southbridge, Spencer, Sturbridge, Warren, Web-

and West Brookfield. Legal voters, 4,941.
Barre, Dana, Hardwick, Hubbardston, New
Braintree, North Brookfield, Oakham, Petersham, Phillipston, Royalston, Templeton, and Winchendon. Legal voters, 4,903.
NORTH-EAST DISTRICT.— Ashburnham, Fitchburg, Gardner, Harvard,
Lancaster, Leominster, Lunenburg, Princeton, Sterling, and Westster,

WEST DISTRICT.— Athol,

minster.

Legal voters, 5,217.
Bolton, Boylston, Clinton, Grafton, Millbury,

EAST DISTRICT.— Berlin,

Northborough, Shrewsbury, Southborough, Upton, Westborough,

and West Boylston.

Legal voters, 4,913.

— Tivo

Hampden County

Senators.

[Average ratio, 5,201.]

WESTERN DISTRICT.— Ilolyoke, Agawam,

Southwick, Granville, Tol-

West Springfield, Chester, Montgomery, Westfield,
Russell, Chicopee, and Ludlow. Legal voters, 5,156.
EASTERN DISTRICT.— Longmeadow, Springfield, Monson, Wales, Holland, Brimfield, Palmer, and Wilbraham. Legal voters, 5,246.
land, Blandford,

Hampsldre and FranUin Counties

— Three Senators.

[Average ratio, 4,733.]

HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT.— Chesterfield, Cummington,

Easthampton,
Goshen, Hadley, Hatfield, Huntington, Middlefield, Northampton,
Plainfield, South Hadley, Southampton, Westhampton, Williamsburg, and Worthington. Legal voters, 4,668.

Council Districts.

FRAXKLTX DTSTHICT.— Ashfield,
Coleraine,

Monroe,

Conway,
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Bernardston, Buckland, Chai-lemont,

Deerfield, Gill, Greeufield, Ilawley,

Nortlifieid,

Heath, Leydea,

Rowe, Shelburne, and Whately.

Legal voters,

4,755.

IIAMPSIIfRE

AND FRANKLIN DISTRICT.— Amherst,

Belchertown,

Pelham, Prescott, \yare, Erving, LevSalem, Orange, Shutesbury, Sunderland, WarLegal voters, 4,778.

Eafiold, Granby, Greenwich,
erett,

New

Montague,

wick, Wendell.

Berkshire County

— Two Senators.

[Average ratio, 4,882.]
NORTH DISTRICT.— Adams, Cheshire, Clarksburg, Dalton, Florida,
Hancock, Hinsdale, New Ashford, Lanesborough, Peru, Pittsfield,
Savoy, Williamstown, and Windsor. Legal voters, 4,907,
SOL'TH DISTIIICT.— Alford, Becket, Egremont, Great Barrington, Lee,
Lenox, Monterej", Mount Vv'ashiugton, New Marlborough, Otis, Richmond, SandisSeld, Sheffield, Stockbridge, Tyringham, Washington,
and West Stockbridge. Legal voters, 4,857.

Norfolk Count]] (without Cohasset)
[Average

NORTH DISTRICT.— Roxbury,
bury.

— Three

Senators.

ratio, 5,824.]

Brookline, Dorchester, and West Rox-

Legal voters, 6,089.

EAST DISTRICT.— Braiutrce,
Weymouth.

Milton, Quincy, Randolph, Stonghton,and

Legal voters, 5,819.

WEST DISTRICT.—Bellingham,

Canton, Dedham, Dover, Foxborough,
Frankhu, Medfield, Medway, Needham, Sharon, Walpole, and Wrentham. Legal voters, 5,536.

Bristol Countij (except Fairhaven)

NORTH
ton,

— Three Senators.

[Average ratio, 5,584]
DISTRICT.— Attieborough, Easton, Piaynham, Mansfield, Nor-

and Taunton.

Legal voters, 5,616.
Bedford and Dartmouth.

SOUTH DISTRICT.— New

WEST DISTRICT.— Berkley,

Legal voters, 5.696.

Dighton, Fall River, Freetown, Pawtucket,

Rehoboth, Seekonk, Somerset, Swauzej^, and Westport.

Legal voters,

5,440.

Plymouth County

(iclth

Fairhaven and Cohasset)

—

Tliree

Senators.
[Average

NORTH DISTRICT.— Abington,

ratio, 5,322.]

Hanover, Hingham, Hull,
North Bridgewater, Scituate, and South Scituate. Legal voters, 5.557.
.

7

Cohasset,

Council Districts.

lOG

SOUTH DI3TIUCT.— Bridgewater,
poiset,

^yiarioD,

Carver, Fairhaven, Lakevillc, Matta.
Middlcborough, Rochester and Wareham. Legal

voters, 5.3-10.

SIIDDLE DISTRICT.—Duxbury, East Bridgewater,

ILanson,

Halifax,

Kingston, Marshfield, Pembroke, Plymouth, Pi^mj^ton, aud West
Dridgawater.

Legal

vofer.«, 5,C70.

and Dulces Couniies

BirnstaMe,jVantucJ:et,

— Two Senators.

[Average ratio, 5,248.]

CAPE DISTPaCT,—Brewster, Chatham,
Orleans, Proviucetown,

Eastham, Harwich,
and Yarmouth. Legal

Denuis,

Truro, AVellQeet,

voters 5,259.

ISLAND

DISTRICT.— Barnstable, Falmouth, Sandwich, Edgartown,

Chilmark, Tisbury, and Nantucket.

Legal voters, 5,238.

COUNCIL DISTRICTS,
AS ESTABLISHED BY CHAP.

310,

ACTS OF

1857.

Djstkic?

I.—The
— The
III.— The
II.

five Senatorial Districts of
live Senatorial Districts

First, Second,

the County of Suffolk.

of the County of Essex.

Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Senatorial Districts of

the County of Middlesex.

lY.—The

Franklin Senatorial District, the Hnmpshire and Franklin

District,

and

the Central, North-East,

and West

Districts of

the County of Worcester.

V.

—The two Senatorial Districts of the County of Hampden, the two
Senatorial Districts of the

County of Berkshire, and the Hamp-

shire District.

VI.—The North

Norfolk Senatorial District, the Third Middlesex Dis-

and the East, South-East aud South- Vrest Districts of
the County of Worcester.
VII.—The West and East Norfolk Senatorial Districts, and the three
Senatorial Districts of the County of Bristol.
VIII.—The three Senatorial Districts of the County of Plymoutli; the
Cape District and the Island District.
trict,

Representative Districts.

io7

REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS,
AS ESTABLISHED by

the County Commissioners of the several Countiea

other than Suffolk, and the

Mayor and Aldermen

of the City of Bos-

ton, for the County of Suffolk, pursuant to the 21st Art. of

Amend-

ments of the Constitutlou, and Chap. 308 of the Acts of 1857

number of Legal Voters in each district, (according
1857,) and the number of Representatives to which

;

-with

the

to the

of

said districts

census

are respectively entitled.

Suffolk County

—

Heprcsen tatives.

Twenlij-eiglit

District

—Boston, 1st Ward.
—Boston, 2d Ward.

I.

II.

Legal voters, 1,709.

Legal voters, 1,916.

Two

representatives.

Three representatives.

III.— Boston, 3d Ward. Legal voters, 1,755. Two representatives.
IV.— Boston, 4th Ward. Legal voters, 1,961. Two representatives.
V. Boston, Cth Ward. Legal voters, 1.907. Two representatives.
YI.— Boston, 6th Ward. Legal voters, 2,392, Two representatives.
VII. Boston, 7th Ward. Legal voters, 1,573. Two representatives.
VIII. Boston, 8th Ward. Legal voters, 1.828. Two representatives.
IX.—Boston, 9th Ward. Legal voters, 1,445. Two representatives.
X,—Boston, 10th Ward. Legal voters, 1,766. Two representatives.
XI.— Boston, 11th Ward. Legal voters, 2,020. Two representatives.
XII. Boston, 12th Ward. Legal voters, 2,406. Three representa-

—

—
—

—

tives.

XIII.— Chelsea, North

Two

Chelsea,

and Winthrop.

Legal voters, 2,067.

representatives.

Easex County

— Thirty-iwo Representatives.

District
I.

—Amesbury,

Salisbury,

voters, 1,776.
II.

III.

Two

and Newburyport, 6th Ward.

Legal

representatives,

—Andover. Legal voters, 757. One representative.
—Beverly, Wenham, and Topsfieid. Legal voters, 1,799.
,

Two

representatives.

IV.
V.

—Danvers. Legal voters, 854. One representative.
—Essex and Blanchester. Legal voters, 819. One

representa-

tive.

VI.

— Georgetown
sentative.

and Groveland.

Legal voters, 791.

One

repre-

Representatwe Districts.
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District

—

VII. Gloucester. Legal voters, 1,748. Two representatives.
VII.— Haverhill. Legal voters, 1,795. Two representatives.
IX. Ipswich and Hamilton. Legal voters, 835. One representative.
X. Lawrence, od Ward, and 4th Ward. Legal voters, 837. One

—
—

representative.
1st Ward, 2d Ward, and 6th Ward.
One representative.
Lynn, 2d Ward, and 5th Ward. Legal voters,

XI.—Lawrence,

Legal voters,

918.

XII.

—

934.

One

rep-

resentative.

Xlir.— Lynn,
One

1st

Ward, 6th Ward, and 7th Ward.

Legal voters, 902.

representative.

XIV.— Marblehead and

Salem, 5th Ward.

Legal voters, 1.853.

T.wo

Legal voters, 731.

One

One

repre-

representatives.

XV.— Methuen

and Lawrence, 5th Ward.

representative.

—Nahant and Lynn, 4th Ward.

XVI.

Legal voters, 829.

sentative.

XVII.

—Newbury,
One

West Newbury, and Rowley.

XVIII.— Newburyport,
One

Ward, and 2d Ward.

1st

Legal voters, 760.

representative.

XIX.— Newburyport,
One

3d, 4th,

and 5th Wards.

Legal voters, 1,086.

representative.

XX. —Bradford, North Audover, and
One

Boxford.

Legal voters, 895.

representative.

—Rockport.
—Salem,

XXI.
XXII.

Legal voters, 983.

representative.

1st,

Legal voters, 819.

and 3d Wards.

One

representative.

Legal voters,

9£J3.

One represen-

tative.

XXIII.— Salem,

and 6th Wards.

2d, 4th,

Legal voters, 1,533.

Two

Legal voters, 790.

One

representatives.

XXIV.

—Saugus,

Lynnfield,

and Middleton.

representative.

XXV. — South

Danvers.

Legal voters, 1,023.

XXVI.— Swampscott, and

Lynn, 3d Ward.

One

representative.

Legal voters, 916.

One

representative.

Middlesex County

— Thirty-nine Representatives.

District
I.

—Charlestown, 1st

Ward.

Legal voters, 1,067.

One representa-

tive.

II.

—Charlestown, 2d,

and 3d Wards.

representatives.

Legal voters, 2,314.

Three

Representative Districts.
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District

—Somerville. Legal voters, 966. One representative.
—Maiden. Legal voters, 904. One representative.
V. —Medford. Legal voters, 829. One representative.
VI. —West Cambridge, and Winchester. Legal voters, 854.

III

IV.

One

representative.

— Cambridge. Legal voters, 3.161. Three representatives.
—Newton, and Brighton. Legal voters, 1.819. Two represen-

VII.
VIII.

tatives.

—Watertown,

IX.

and V.'altham.

Legal voters, 1,780.

Two

repre-

One

repre-

sentatives.

— Concord, Lincoln, and Weston.

X.

Legal voters, 838.

sentative.

—Xatick. Legal voters, 1,007. One representative.
—Uollistou, and Sherboru. Legal voters, 890. One representa-

XT.
XII.

tive.

—Ashland,

XIII.

and Ilopkinton.

Legal voters, 982.

One

represen-

tative.

XIV.

—
—
—

Framingham. Legal voters, 811. One representative,
XV. Marlborough. Legal voters, 783. One representative.
XVI. Stow, Sudbury, and Wajland. Legal voters, 814. One

repre-

sentative.

XVII.

—Acton, Boxborough, Littleton, and Carlisle.
One

XVIII.

Legal voters, 843.

representative.

—Burlington,Bedford, and Lexington.

Legal voters, 849.

One

representative.

— Woburn. Legal voters, 1,101. One representative.
XX. —South Reading, Melrose, and Stoneham. Legal voters, 1,696.

XTX.

Two
XXI.

representatives.

—Reading, and

North Reading.

Legal voters, 855.

One

repre-

sentative.

XXII.

—Wilmington,
One

Tewk.sbury, and Billerica.

Legal voters, 779.

representative.

XXIII.— Lowell,

1st, 2d,

and 5th Wards.

Legal voters, 2,434.

Three

Legal voters, 2,568.

Three

representatives.

XXIV.—Lowell,

31. 4th,

and 6th Wards.

representatives.

XXV. — Chelmsford.
One

Dracut, and Tyngsborough.

XXVI. — Shirley,

Groton, Dunstable, Westford, and Pepperell.

voters, 1,590.

Two

Legal

representatives.

XXVII. — Townsend, and Ashby.
tive.

Legal voters, 934.

representative.

Legal voters, 752.

One representa-
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Ri'prcsevJative Districts.
Worcester County

— Tklrty-fo ur

RejJresentafives.

District

—Ashburnham,

I.

and AViuchendon.

Legal voters, 1,04G.

One

representative.
IT.

III.

—Athol, and Royalston. Legal voters, 951. One representative.
—Dana, Petersham, and rhiliipstou. Legal voters, 679. One
representative.

IV.

—Templeton, and Hubb;irdston.

One

Legal voters. 988.

repre-

sentative.

V.

—Gardner, and Westminster.

Legal voters, 975.

One represen-

tative.
"VI.

—Fitchburg,

Leominster,

voters, 2,699.

VII.—Harvard;

Sterling,

and Lunenburg.

Legal

Three representatives.

Bolton, and Berlin.

Legal voters, 890.

One

repre-

sentative.

VIII.

— Clinton,

and Lancaster.

One representa-

Legal voters, 813.

tive.

IX.

—Princeton,

Rutland, and Oakham.

Legal voters, 800.

One

representative.

X.
XI.

—Barre, and Hardwick. Legal voters, 898. One representative.
— Warren, West Brookfield, and New Braintree. Legal voters,
One

785.

Xn. —North

representative.

Brookfield,

and

Brookfield.

Legal voters, 851.

One

representative.

Xin.

—Leicester, and Spencer.

XIV.— West

Legal voters, 910.

Boylston, Holden, and Paxton.

One representative.
One

Legal voters, 898.

representative.

XV.

—Shrewsbury, Northborough, and
One

XVI.

Boylston.

Legal voterd, 825.

representative.

—Westborough,

and iJcuthborough.

Legal voters, 806.

One

representative.

XVII.
XVIII.

— Grafton. Legal voters, 903. One representative.
—Northbridge, and Upton. Legal voters, 935. One representative.

—Milford. Legal voters, 1,741. Two representatives.
XX. — Uxbridge, and Meudon. Legal voters, 790. One

XIX.

represen-

tative.

XXI.
XXII.

—Blackstone. Legal voters, 851.
— Webster, and Douglas. Legal

One

representative.

voters, 889.

One representa-

tive.

XXIII.— Southbridge, and
tative.

Dudley.

Legal voters, 837.

One represen-

1

Reprcsentatii-e Blstricts.
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DiSTIilCT

XXIV. — Charlton, and

Legal voterp, 977.

Sturbridge.

One

rjepresen-

tative.

XXV.— Oxford,

Sutton, and Miilbury.

Legal voters, 1,657.

T\«o

Legal voters, 763.

One

repre-

and 2d Wards.

Legal voters, 945,

One

repre-

and 8th Wards.

Legal voters, 904.

One

repre-

Legal voters, 844.

Or,e

representatives.

—Auburn, Worcester, 6tli"Ward.

XXVr.

sentative.

—Worcester,

XXVII.

l;^t,

sentative.

XXVIII.— Worce.?ter,

3d,

sentative.

XXIX.—Worcester,

4th,

and 5th Wards.

representative.

XXX.— Worcester,

7th Ward.

Hampshire
District

—Easthampton,

I.

Legal voters, 802.

—Chesterfield,

Two

— Cummiugton,

One

Southampton.

and Williamsburg.

representative.

Goshen, Middlefield, Plainfiekl, and Worthin.g-

One representative.
and South Hadley. Legal voters, 781.

Legal voters, 900.

ton.

IV.

representative.

representatives.

Ilantington, Westhampton,

Legal voters, 993.
III.

Northampton, and

Hatfield,

Legal voters, 1,9?4.
IT.

One

County — Eight Representatives.

—Iladley,

One

repre-

sentative.

—Amherst,

V.

Gran by, and Pclham.

One

Legal voters, 203.

representative.

—Eelchertown,

VI.

Two

Hampden County
DtsTracT
I.

—Brimfield,
One

II.

III.

and Ware.

Enfield, Greenwich, Prescott,

voters, 1.770.

Legiil

representatives.

— Twelve Representatives.

Monson, Holland, and Wales.

Legal

votei-s, 9S0.

representative.

—Palmer. Legal voters, 805. One representative.
—Wilbraham, and Longmeadow. Legal voters, 725.

One

repre-

Legal voters, 1,087.

One

One

repre-

sentative.

IV.— Springfield,

1st,

and 2d Wards.

representative.

—

V.

Spring-field, 3d,

and 4th Wards.

Legal voters, 819.

sentative.

VI.— Springfield,
One
VII.

5th,

6fch.

7th,

and 8th Wards.

Legal voters,

8-50.

representative.

—Chicopee, and
tives.

Ludlow.

Legal voters, l.lGo.

Two

representa-

112

Reprcsentatioe Districts.

District

Till.— Ilolyokc, and West

One

repre-

Legal voters, 885.

One

Legal voters, 879.

Springfield.

sentative.

—

IX.

Agawam,

Soiithwick,

and

Granville.

representative.

X. — Vrestfield.

XI.—T!liester,

Legal voters, 995.

One

representative.

Blandford, Tolland, Montgomery, and Russell.

One

voters, 931.

Legal

representative.

Franklin County

—Eight Representatices.

District

—Eernardston,

I.

burne.

—Euckland,

II.

Coleraine,

Greenfield, Gill, Leyden,

Legal voters, 1,789.

Two

and

Shel-

representatives.

Charlemont, Heatb, Monroe, and Rowe.

One representative.
Conway, and Hawley. Legal voters,

Legal

voters, 854.

—Ashfield,

III.

844.

One

repre-

sentative.

—Deerfield, and T\'hately. Legal voters, 862. One representative.
—Leverett, Shutesbury, Sunderland, and ^Vendell. Legal voters,

IV.

V.

742.

VI.

—Erving,

One

representative.

Montague, and Northfield.

Legal voters, 833.

One

Legal voters, 878.

One

representative.

Vn. — New

Salem, Orange, and Warwick.

representative.

Berlcsliire

County

— Eleven

I^epresentatives.

District
I.

— Hancock,

Lanesborough,

One

Legal voters, 938.
II.

—Adams,

Asbford, and

Cheshire, Clarksburg, Florida,

Two

voters, 1,747.
III.

New

—Pittsfield,

Dalton,

TVillitimstown.

i-epresentative.

and Savoy.

Legal

representatives.

and Richmond.

Legal voters, 1,841.

Two

representatiA-es.

—Becket,

IV.

Hinsdale, Peru, "Washington, and Windsor.

voters, 938.

One

—Lenox, Stockbridge, and West Stockbridge.

V.

Legal

representative.

Legal voters, 918.

One representative.
VI. Lee, and Tyringham. Legal voters, 83'3. One representative.
VII. — Great Barrington, Alford, and Monterey. Legal voters, 851.
One represeutative.
Vm. New Marlborough, Sandisfield, and Otis. Legal voters, 912.
One representative.
IX. Sheffield, Mount Washington, and Egremont. Legal votei-s.
Ore representative.
783.

—

—
—
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Rcjrresenfative Districts.

Norfolk Count!) (excludiiu/ ilierefrom
i>et)

the

town of

Colio.s-

— Twenty Representatives.

District
1.027.
One representative.
—Dedhp.ni. Lotrul
— We.st lloxbnry.
857. Or.e representative.
Lcg;il vofer.s, 636.
ITT. — Brookline.
One repre.^entative.
IV. — llo.xbury. Legil voters, 2.725. Tliree representatives.
V. — Dorchester. Legal voters. l,S7l. Two representatives.
Vr. — Q'lincy. Legal voters, 1,125. One representative.
VII. — Braintree. Legal voters, 667. One repre.'sentative.
VIII. — AVeymonth. Legal voters, 1,640. Two representatives.
IX. — Randolph. Legal voters, 1.044. One repre.<entative.
X. — Stoughton. Legal voters. 887. One representative.
XI. — Canton, ililton, Walpole, and Sharon. Legal voters, 1,697.
I.

vofpr-s,

IT.

'LQg:\.\

vot^r--,

•

Two
XII.

Two
XIII.

representatives.

—Foxborough,

Wrentham, and Jledway.

Legal voters, 1,763.

representatives.

—Franklin,

and Bellingham.

One

Legal voters, 750.

repre-

sentative.

XIV.

—Need'iim,

Melaeld, and Dover.

Legal voters, 785.

One

representative.

Bristol

County

— Twenty Representatives.

District
I.

— Pawtucket,

and Attleborough.

Legal voters, 1,963.

Two

representatives.
II.

—Mansfield,

arid Norton.

Legal voters, 819.

One representa-

tive.

—Easton.and Uaynham. Legal voters, 892. One representative.
—Taunton. Legal
Three representatives.
2,545.
V. — liehoboth, and Seekonk. Legal voters, 929. One representa-

ITT.

IV.

voter.^,

tive.

VI.

—Dighton,

Somerset, and Swanzey.

Legal

voter.s,

910.

One

representative.

—Fall Kiver. Legal voters, 1,787. Two representatives.
— \Vestport. Legal
680.
One representative.
IX. — Dartmouth. Legal voters. 762. One representative.

VII.

VIIT.

voter.t,

X.— New

Bedford, 1st, and 2d Wards.

Legal voters, 1,943.

Two

representatives.

XI.— New

Bedford, 3d,

4'-h,

5th.

and 6th Wards.

Three representatives.
XII.— Berkley, Freetown, and Fairhaven.

Legal voters,

2.991.

representatives.

Legal voters, 1.594.

Two
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Rcprescntafive Districts.

Plymouth Coaniy (Inchidlng
Cohasset)

In ndditinn thereto the toicn

— Sixteen RepreHentatives.

of

District

— Hull, Cohasset, and

I.

One

Legal voters, 979.

Scituate.

repre-

sentative.

IT.— Iliogham. Legal voter.", 983. One reprepentative.
South Scituate, ar.d Ilanovor. Legal votor.=!, 799. One repre-

III.

—

sentative.

IV.— MarshCcld, aud Pembroke.

One repjesca-

Lc^-ai voters, 841.

tative.

— Duxburv,

T.

and

King.stou.

Legal

One

1,013.

votei-s,

repre-

sentative.

—Plynioiith, and Carver.
—
VII. ^.Vareham, and Marion.
VI.

Legal

votei-;?,

1.669.

Two

representa-

One

i-epresenta-

tives.

Legal voters. 898.

tive.

—Mattapoisctt,

A'lII.

One

Hoct'iefter,

and

Legal

Lakcvillc.

voter,?, 1,044.

representative.

—

IX. Middleboroagh. Legal voters, 1,053.
X.~Bridge\vater, and VVe.st Eridgcrater.

One

representative.

Legal voters, 937.

One

representative.

XI.

—East Bridgewater. aud North Bridge-water.

Legal voters, 1,839.

Ttto representatives.

—

XTI. Abington. Legal voters, 1,626. Two representatives.
Legal voters, TuS.
Xtll.^IIansou, Halifax, and Plimpton.

One

representative.

Barnstable County

—

Inline li'-pre <enia(ives.

District

—Barnstable,

I.

Legal voters, 2.611.

—

II.

2.59G.
III.

Sandwich, and F.almoutli.

Three representatives.
YarjHOuth, Dennis, Hxrsvich, and Chatham.

—

Bre-.v.'jter,

Three repreientatives.
Orleans, and Eistham.

Legil voters,

Legal voters, 9i0.

One

representative.

IV.

—vrellfleet, Truro, and Province town.

Legal

voter--, 1,723.

Two

representatives.

Dukes County

— One Repre:>enLatlve.

District
I.

—Edgartown, Tisbnry, and Chiiuiark.

Legal

voters., 1.102.

representative.

Nantucket County

— Ttoo

Rtipresentatives.

District.
I.

—Nantucket.

Legal voters, 1,525.

Two

representative.s.

One

Legal Voters, Valuation,

etc.
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A LIST
Of

the Cotmties,

the

Ccmus of

Towns, and

Cities, in the

Commonicenllh, xciih

Inhahitants in lSo5,ofLe^al Voters in 1857,

and

the last Decennial Valuation in 1850.

Couutios aud Towns.

Rarxstadl:;.

uPopiiifiti'n
in 1855-

Votei-siu
1857.

Vtil-aatiou in 1850

Legal Voters^ Valuation,
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BERKSHIRE

— Coiitinue'I
1.615

Sandisfield,
Siivov,
Sheffield,

.

Stockbridge,
Tyriiigliaui,

Washiiig^toa,
We.-t Stockbridge
Williaiustowu,
.

.

Windsor,

.

Totals,

Bristol.

Attlcborough,
Berkley,
.

D.irtiiiouth,
Dig'ito:i,
Eistoi),
i'airh^iven,
.

F.iU P.iver,

"Freetown,
Mansfield, ,
New Bedford,

Norton,
Pawtucket,
.

Raynham,
Re!ioboth,

Seekouk,
Somerset,
Swaiizey,

Taunton,

.

.
.

.

Westport,
Totals,

Chilniark,

Edgartown,
Tisbury,

.

Totals,

Essex.

Amesbury,
Andover,
Beverly,
Boxford,
Bradford,

Bauvers,

.

.

.

,

,

etc.

Legal Voters^ Valuation,

Counties and Towns.

etc.
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Lrgal Voters, Valuation,

el

.

,

.

Lesral Voters, Valuation,

Counties and Tovrns.

HAMPlrtiN

1,001

.

.

.

Huntii gton,(formei ly Norwich
Midaiefiekl,

Northauipton,
Pelhani,

.

.

Prescot,
South lladley,

.

Southampton,

.

.

AYai-e,

V/illianisburg,

Worthing'.on,

.

.

Totals

Acton,
Asliby,
.

.

.

Eo^boruugh,
.

r.urii;:Kton,
C'ambriiige,
•

'ariisic.

.

Charle^town,
Cheluisford,
(.'oiicord,

.

Dracui-,

Dursptablc,

Framinghani
Groton,
Ilolliston,

IIoDkiiiton,

Lexington,
Liucohi.

.

].ittleTOM,

.

Lowell,

.

Maiden,
Mariborough,
Bedford,
.

.

Melro.-e,

Natick.

Newton,

.

.

.

232
19i)

677

389
233
274
133

5.819

.241

'789

192
174
149

2.051
1,195
3.498

1,831
1,112

35,485

MiDDL

r.righton,

1857.

803

'670

Westhampton,

Btdfor-1.
Billarica,

Voters in

1.928
1,162
1,172

G52
643

Phiiufield,

Ashland,

in 1855.
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Valuation in 1850.

— Contin ued.

Graaby,
Greenwich,
Hudlev,
Hatfield,

Pov'>ul;'-ti'ii

etc.

392
250
6(0
142
372
243

«-395,537 00

228,570
904,424
756.290
241,678
299,904
2,454,144
214,606
286.006
253,561
663,482
377.282
1.108,228
215,719
647,359
443,273

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

..

;;

Legal Voters, Valuation^
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Counties and Towns.

e.'c.

PopulatiUi Voters in
1857.
in 1855

Valuation in 1850.

— Continued.

Middlesex
North Jleadiu^

2:522

.

Shcrboru,
Sliirley,

1,1171
.

Homerville,

South Keading,
StoiiCham,
Stow,
Suai)ury,

1.050
l,7i>5

Pt!ppercli,

Keadiiig,

.

1,479
5.806
2,7f8
2.518
1.485
1,G.3

Tewksbury,

1,7 KJ

Uovvusead,
Tyr.gsborough,
"Waltnam,
"Water town,

2,(192

Wavland,

.

\Vest Cambridge,

Westford,

.

Weston,
Wilmington,
.

Winchester,

Woburn,

.

Totals,

714
6 049
3.5<8
1.178
2,H70

1,585
1.205

958
1.801
5.448

236
339
619
224
229
933
681
555
267
3J5
233
465
143
1,127
653

242
487
319
261
210
367

:

80
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
50
20
4,9,(i84 00

§5740,823
1,0.1.042
516,983
569,910
2,102,031
755.019
481,862
623.390
915,867
616:308
905,970
492.830
2,778,446
2,3M,,583

I

I

i

!

i

I

i

1,6/1.644 10
814,0(8 00
7(»8,876

I

1,104

;

00

3 t9.643 00
649.346 00
1.962,577 00

LeQol Voters. Valuation,

Counties and Towns.

etc.
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Legal Voters, Valuation^

Counties aAd Towns.

etc.

Cities

of

Counties and Towns.

the

Commomccalth.

Populati'n Voters in
in 1855.

123

Valuation in 1850.

1857.

TVORCESTER- -Continued.

Worcester,

3,068
1.793
2:727
8,014
2,310
1.384
1.979
2.747
22,286

519
363
461
621
362
281
445
560
4,091

Totals,

149,516

),655

Uxbritlge,

Warren

,

Webster,

.
.

Westborough,

.

AVest Bovlston,
We.<t Brookfifid,

Westminster,

.

Winchendou,

.

SI, 129,356 50
686,9.31

801,934
768.499
531,117
528,764
732.784
908,3o5
11,085,506

Counties.

70

§55,497,794 00
I

RECAPITULxiTIOX.

00
00
50
00
00
00
00

124

Judiciary.

JUDICIARY.
Commonwealth
the advice and consent of tlie

are appointed by the Governor, with

[All Judges in the

and hold

Council,

office

during good

behavior.]

Sujireme Judicial Court.
Lemuel Shaw, of Boston, C/i?e/J'Msfice,
Charles A. Dewey, of Northampton, Ji«^(ce,

....
...
....
...

appointed 1830

"
"
"
"
"

Theron Metcalf, of Boston, Ji<s«/cf,
George T. Bigelow, of Boston, Justice,
Benjamin r. Thomas, of Worcester, J«5Zi'ce,
Pliny Merrick, of Boston, Justice,

The

salary of the Chief Justice

is

1837
1848

1850
1853

1853

and of each of the Associate

§?4,500,

Justices, «4,000.

Horace Gray,

Jr., of Boston, Reporter.

and proceeds of

Salary, §f300,

reports.

Stephen H. Phillips, of Salem, Attorney- General.

Salary, $2,500,

and

§1,000 clerk hire.

Court of Commoti Pleas.
it us
Edward Mellen, Wayland, Chief Justice,
Jonathan

C. Perkins, Salem, Associate Justice,

Henry W, Bishop, Lenox,
George N. Briggs,

Associate Justice,

Pittsfield, Associate Justice,

George P. Sanger, Boston, Associate Justice,

Henry Morris,

Springfield, Associate Justice,

David Aiken, Greenfield, Associate

The

salary of the Chief Justice

Justice,

is S^2,700,

and of each Associate

Justice,

$2,500.

Superior Court for the County of Suffolk.
[The Judges of this Court are ex

officio

Judges of the Municipal Court for

the City of Boston.]

Albert H. Nelson, of

Woburn, Chief Justice,

.

.

appointed 1855

.

"

Charles P. Huntington, of Boston, Associate Justice,

Josiah a. Abhott, of Lowell, Associate Justice,

.

.

Stephen G. Nash, of Boston, Associate

.

.

The salary of the Chief Justice
Justices,

f 3,000.

is

Justice,

3f3,200,

1855

*'

1855

"

1855

and of each of the Associate
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Judiciary.
Police Courts^.
Boston.

—John

Thomas Power,

Gushing, Thomas Russell, Justices.

G. Rogers, Abc4

Clerk.

—

William C. Prescott, George
Salem. Joseph G. "Waters, Justice.
Andrews, Special Justices. Samuel P. Andrews, Clerk.
Lowell. Nathan Crosby, Jw^i/cf. Joel Adams, Special Justice. George

—

Stevens, Clerk.

—Stephen

W.

John Cook,

Special

New Bedford.— Oliver Prescott, Justice. Edward L. Barney,
W. Crapo, Special Justices. Francis L. Porter, Clerk.
"Worcester. —William N. Green, Justice. John W. Wetherell,
W. Rice, Special Justices. John B. Dexter, Jr., Clerk.

William

Newburyport.
Joseph

Justice.

Lawrence.

II.

Bragdon,

Marston, Justice.

Clerk.

—William Stevens, Justice.

William

Daniel Saunders, Jr., George W.

Benson, Special Justices. William H. P. Wright, Clerk.
Lynn. Thomas B. Newhall, Justice. James R. Newhall, Benjamin

—

F.

Mudge, Special Justices.
PiTTSFiELD. John A. Walker, Justice. Phineas L. Page, Special Justice.
Springfield. James II. Morton, Justice. Harvey Chapin, Charles A.

—
—

Winchester, Special Justices.

—

Fall River. Louis Lapham, Justice. James Ford, Special
Augustus B. Leonard, Clerk.
Milford. Sullivan Thayer, Justice. Lyman Maynard, Special

—

Henry

Justice.

Justice.

L. Parker, Clerk.

Haveruill.

—William

Taggart,

Justice.

Edmund

Kimball,

Special

Justice.

Adams.

—Joel Bacon. Justice. Charles Marsh, Special Justice.
—John S. Ladd, Justice. George "W. Livermore,

Cambridge.

Special

Justice.

—

Chelsea. Hamlet Bates, Justice. Erastus Rugg, Special Justice.
WiLLiAMSTOWN. Newcome Love, Justice. Andrew M. Smith, Special

—

Justice.

RoxBURY.

—Peter

S.

"Wheelock, Justice.

Joshua Seaver, Eben Jones,

Special Justices.

Lee.

—Isaac C. Ives, Justice. Jo.seph B. Whiting, Special Justice.
—^Mortimer D. Whitaker, Justice. George Taylor, Special

CeicoPEE.

S.

Justice.

District- Attorneys.
[Elected by the several districts for terms of three years, ending Jan. 1860.

Northern

District.

—Middlesex

County, Isaac

S.

Morse, of Lowell.

Salary, g?l,500.

Eastern District.
Salary, $1,500.

—Essex County, Alfred A. Abbott, of South Danvera.
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County

Officers.

Southern District.—Bristol, Barnstable, Dukes, and Nantucket CounLincoln F. Brigham, of New Bedford. Salary, 1,200.
South-eastern District. Norfolk and Plymouth Counties, James M.
Keith, of Roxbury. Salary, $1,000.
Middle District. Worcester County, P. E. Aldrich, of Worcester.
ties,

—

—

« 1,000.
Western District.

Salary,

—Hampden

North- Western District.

W.

and Berkshire Counties, Edward B.

Salary, Sl,200.

Gillett, of AYestfield.

Alvord, of Greenfield.

—Hampshire and

Franklin Counties, Daniel

Salary, $^800.

—

Salary, $3,000.
Suffolk County. George W. Cooley, of Boston.
Augustus 0. Brewster, of Boston, (appointed by Governor and Council,)

Assistant-Attorney.

Salary, $1,800.

COUNTY OFFICERS.
and Registers of Probate, are elected by the people of the several
three, years, the current triennial term ending
on the first Wednesday of January, 1860.
Registers of Insolvency, and Clerks of Courts, are elected for terms of
five years, the current term ending in January, 1862.
Registers of Deeds, and County Treasurers, are elected for terms of three
years, the current term ending in January, 1859.
County Commissioners are elected, one annually, and severally for
terms of three years and two Special Commissioners are elected every
third year, the current term ending in December, 1859. They are

SheriiTs,

Counties, for terms of

;

eeverally entitled to receive one dollar for every ten miles actually
travelled

by them, and three dollars per day

discharging their

for the time

Barnstable County

— Incorporated,, 1685.

of Probate— George Marston, Barnstable,
Register of Probate— Jo~eTp)i M. Day, Barnstable,
Judge of Insolvency Simeon N. Small, Yarmouth,
Jjidge

—

Register of Insoloency

.

.

.

.

Salary, ?r500 00

.

"
"

300 00

.

"

300 00

—.Jonathan Iliggins, Orleans,

Sheriff— Q\x?i,Y\es C. Bearse, Barnstable.

—
—
—

employed in

official duties.

Clerk of the Courts
Frederick W. Crocker, Barnstable.
County Treasurer Obed Baker, 2d, Dennis.
Register of Deeds Lothi'op Davis, Barnstable.

550 00

County

127

Officers.

—

County Commissioners
William Ilewias, Falmouth,
James Gifford, Provincetown,
Edward W. Ewer, Sandwich,
Special Commissioners

.

.

.

.

Term

expires,

"

"
.

.

—

December, 1858
"
1859
"
1860

Cjrus Weelis, Harwich,
Nathaniel Snow, Chatham.

Berkshire County

—Incorporated^

1761.

Judge of Probate—I)dixAe\ N. Dewey, "Williamstown,
Register of Probate A. J. Waterman, Williamstown,
Judge of Insolvency— Uenrj S. Briggs, Pittsfield,
Register of Insolvency—James S. Robinson, Adams,

.

—

.

.

Sheriff— Grah3i,m A.

Register of

600 00

"
"

500 00
400 00

W.

Taft, Lenox.

—George J. Tucker, Lenox.

Deeds— North.

District,

Pvichavd Whitney, Lanesborough,

Middle District, Major S. Wilson, Lenox
Great Barrington.

County Coynmissioners

;

South

District, Isaac Seeley,

—

Samuel R. Strickland, Sandisfield,
Daniel Upton, Adams,
Milo Stowell, Peru,
Special

.

"

Pvoot, Sheffield.

Clerk of the Courts— Renry

County Treasurer

Salary, $425 00

.

Commissioners —

...
....
.

Term

expires, December, 1858

u

a
"

a
u

"

j^ggg

^ggg

J.ames H. Rowley, Egremont,

One vacancy.

County

Bristol

—Incorporated^ 1685.

Judge of Probate— Olivev Prescott, New Bedford,
Register of Probate— John Daggett, Attleborough,
Judge of Insolvency Joshua C. Stone, New Bedford,
Register of Insolvency Augustus L. West
Sheriff— George II. Babbitt, Taunton.
Clerk of the Courts John S. Brayton, Fall River.
County Treasurer George M. AVoodward, Taunton.

.

.

—

—

.

.

Salary, §500 00

"
"

800 00

.

.

^'

500 00

.

700 00

—

—
Registers of Deeds — North District, Joseph Wilbur, Taunton
Benjamin K. Sayer, New Bedford.
County Commissioners—

;

South Dis-

trict,

John

Baylies,

New

Bedford,

Azariah Shove, Dighton,

...
.

Joseph W. Capron, Attleboro',
Special Commissioners

—

Edward Kingman,

Mansfield,

Daniel B. Wheaton, Easton.

.

.

Term

expires,

December, 1858

.'

u

c.

"

"

"

jggg

1860
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County

•

Dukes County

Officers.

—Incorporated, 1683.

Judge of P/oi)a<e— Theodore G. Mayhew, Edgartown,
/Jeg-w^fr o/ Pro&a^e— Hebron Vincent, Edgartown,

.

.

Salary, *150 00

"

.

*275 00

Sheriff— IsaAah. D. Pease, Edgartown.

—Richard L. Pease, Edgartown.
—Barnard C. Marchaut.
Register of Deeds — Josiah H. Smith.
County Coynmissioners —
Clerk of the Courts

County Treasurer

Edwin A. Luce, Tisbury,

.

Benjamin Davis, Edgartown,

Thomas

II.

James

S.

Term

expire.*,

"

''

December, 1858
"
1859

"

'»

Lambert, Chilmark,

Special Commission ers

William

.

.

.

«'

—

I860

Vincent, Ti.sbury.

0. Lambert, Chilmark.

—Incorporated, 1643.

Essex County
J«<^g'e

o/ Protege— Nathaniel

S.

Howe, Haverhill,

.

.

Salary, 5800 00

Register of Probate— Cha.rles H. Hudson, Newburyport,

—

Judge of Insolvency Henry B. Fernald, Newburyport,
Register of Insolvency Abner C. Goodell, Lynn,
Sheriff— J nmes Gary, Lawrence.

—

.

"

1,500 00

''

1,000 00

"

900 00

—Asahel Huntington, Salem.
—Allen W. Dodge, Hamilton.
Register of Deeds — Ephraim Brown, Salem.
County Commissioners—
Clerk of the Courts

County Treasurer

Ebenezer B. Currier, Lawrence,

George Haskell, Ipswich,
George Wilson, Marblehead,
Special Cojnniissioners

.

.

.

.

Term

expires,

"
"

"

December, 1858
"
1859

"

"

.

—

I860

Charles B. Holmes, Lynn.

John

I.

Ladd. Groveland.

Franklin County

—
—
—

—Incorporated, 1811.

Judge of Probate Franklin Ripley, Greenfield,
Register of Probate Charles Mattoon, Greenfield,
Judge of Insolvency
Register of Insolvency— G. J. J. Ingersoll, Greenfield,
.

.

.

.

Salarj', $(300

"

00
450 00
300 00

"

800 00

"

The Court of Insolvency for Dukes County was abolished b}' Act of
May 30, 1857, and the jurisdiction and authority thereof vested in tlie Court
of Probate. The salaries of the Judge ($150) and Register (S75) of Insolvency were by the same Act transferred to the Judge and Register of
*

Probate.

County
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Officers.

SAerj^— Samuel H. Reed, Greenfield.
Clerk of the Courts— George GrenaoU,

Greenfield.

County Treasurer— Lewis Merrium, Greenfield.
Register of Deeds— Uamphi-ey Stevens, Montague.
County Comviissioners
Term expires, December, 1858
Josiah Goddard, Orange,
"
'"
"
1859
Samuel D. Bardwell, Shelburne,
"
"
"
1860
Alfred R. Field, Greenfield,

—

.

.

.

.

.

Special Commissioners

.

—

Ileur}' K. Iloyt, Deerfield,
William W. Russell, Sunderland.

Hampden County

—Incorporated^

Judge of Probate— 0\\\ev B. Morris, Springfield,
Register of Probate— GhavXes, R. Ladd, Springfield,

1812.

.

.

.

.

Judge of Insolvency— 3o\\xi. M. Stebbins, Springfield,
Register of Insolvency— VrUli^m S. Shurtleff, Springfield,
S/ier/jr—Robert G. Marsh, Holyoke.
.

—
—
—

Salary, S350 00

"
"
"

600 00
500 00

4C0 00

Clerk of the Courts George B.Morris, Spi'ingfield.
County Treasurer Norman Norton, Springfield.
Register of Deeds William Rice, Springfield.
County Commissioners

Henry
Henry

—

Fuller, Westfield,
F.

Brown, Brimfield,

Nelson D. Parks, Russell,
Special Commissioners

.

.

.

.

.

.

Term

expires, December, 1858

"
"

"
"

"
"

—

1859

1860

Daniel G. White, West Springfield,

Gamaliel Collins, Palmer.

—Incorporated, 1662.

Hampsliire County

Judge of Pr(J&afe— Ithamar Conkey, Amherst,
i?fg-j,s/er o/ ProftorZe— A. Perry Peck, Northampton,
.

.

.

—

Judge of Insolvency Horace I. Hodges, Northampton,
Register of Insolvency— Lnke Lyman, Northampton,

— Henry A.

Sheriff"

.

Salary, S300 00

"
"

400 00

"

300 00

450 00

Longley, Belchertown.

—
—
—

Samuel Wells, Northampton.
County Treasurer Charles Delano, Northampton.
Register of Deeds Harvey Kirkland, Northampton.
County Commissioners
Elkanah Ring, Jr., Huntington,
Term expires, December, 1858
"
"
"
Elisha H. Brewster, Worthiogton,
1859
'•
"
"
William P. Dickinson, Hadley,
I860
Special Commissioners
Clerk of the Courts

—

.

.

.

—

Charles Adams, Amherst,

Justin Thayer, Northampton.

County
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Middlesex County

Officers.

—Incorporated^

Judge of Probate— W\\\\a.m A. Richardson, Lowell,
Register of Probate— Alfred A. Prescott, Reading,

1643.
Salary, $800 00

.

.

.

"
"

1,500 00

.

.

"

1,100 00

.

Judge of Insolvencij—Luther J. VletcheTjLovi-eW,
Register of Insolvency— Joseph H. Tyler, Cambridge,
Sheriff—John S. Keyes, Concord.
Clerk of tlie Courts Seth Ames, Cambridge.
Coimty Treasurer Amos Stone, Cliarlestown.
Registers of Deeds Caleb Ilayden, East Cambridge;
.

—
—
—

Lowell.

County Commissioners

John K. Going,

A. B. "Wright,

—

Shirley,

.

.

Paul H. Sweetser, South Reading,
Leonard Huntress, Tewksbury,
Special Commissioners
William Hastings, Framingham,

Term
"

.

expires, December, 1858

"
"

"
"

.

"
.

—

John

1859
1860

Fletcher, Acton.

Nantucket County

— Incorporated, 1695.

....
..."

200 00

"

ICO 00

Judge of Probate— ?>s,mue\ Mitchell,
Register of Probate— George Cobb,
Judge of Insolvency—EdwdnX M. Gardner,
Register

1,200 00

of Insolvency

—George Cobb,

.

Salary, $200 00

"

.

.

.

300 00

Sheriff— Uriah Gardner.

—
—
—

Cleric of the Courts
George Cobb.
County Treasurer Reuben Macy.
Register of Deeds Asa G. Bunker.

•

Note.— The selectmen

town of Nantucket have tlie poAvers and
perform the duties of County Commissioners. The treasurer of the town
is also County Treasurer.
of the

Norfolk County

— Incorporated, 1793.

Judge of Probate— WWViVLm S. Leland, Roxbury,
Register of Probate—JoxiSiVasinC6bh,J)e'lh;im,
Judge of Insolvency Francis Hiliiard, Roxbury,
Register of Insolvency Erastus Worthington, Dedham,

—

.

.

.

.

.

.

—

Sheriff—John

W. Thomas, Weymouth.
—Ezra W. Sampson, Dedham.

the Courts

of
County Treasurer

Cleric

—Chauncey C.

Register of

Deeds—Eaos

Chvirchill,

Foord, Dedham.

Dedham.

Salary, $600 00

"

800 00

"
"

900 00
900 00

County
County Commissioners

—

Nathaniel F. Saffoid, Dorchester,
Seth Maun, 2lU Randolph,

Lucas Pond, Wrentham,
Special Co
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Officers.

Term

.

.

.

.

.

expires,

"

"

"

"

December, 1858
"
1859
*'

mm issione rs—

George

W. Gay,

1860

Sharon,

Samuel B. Xoyes, Canton.

Plymouth County
JurJge of Probate

—Incorporated,

1685.

—Aaron Ilobart, East Bridgewater,

Register of Probate— Ssimnel

II.

.

—

Salary,

"

Doten,Vlymouth,

.

lirSOO

00

700 00

"
Judge of Insolvency David Perkins, Bridi^ewater,
700 00
"
500 00
Register of Insolvency Nathan King, Middleborough,
Sheriff—QdiUiel Phillips, Marshfield.
Clerk of the Courts— ViWXvxm. II. Whitman, Plymouth.
County Treasurer William R. Sever, Plymouth.
Register of Deeds WiUiam S. Russell, Plymouth.
County Commissioners
William H. Cooper, North Bridgewater, Term expi res, December, 1858
"
"
James Bates-, East Bridgewater,
1859
"
»
Tliomas Southworth, Carver,
1860
.

.

—

—
—

.

—

'

.

'

Special Commissioners

John Atwood,

Jr.,

.

—

.

Plymouth,

Jared Pratt, 2d, Middleborough.

Suffolk County

— Incorporated, 16i3.

Judge of P/-o6n?e— Edward G. Loring, Boston,
Register of Probate— WWIvavo. C. Brown, Chelsea,
Judge of Insolvency Isaac Ames, Boston,

—

Register of Insolvency

.

.

Salary, S?900 00

..."

2,500 00

"

3,000 00

.

.

—Charles W. Storey, Boston,

.

"

2,000 00

Sheriff—John M. Clark, Boston.
Clerk of

Sujneme Court

— George C. Wilde, Boston.
— George W. Nichols, Boston.

Assistant- Clerk of SupretJie Court

Clerk of Superior 6'o«r«—Joseph Willard, Boston,
Clerk of Municipo2 Court

County Treasurer

.

Salary, $3,000 00

—Thomas W. Phillips, Boston.

—Frederic U. Tracy, Boston.
—Henry Alline, Boston.

Register of Deeds

Note.— The mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston have all the
powers and duties of County Commissioners, except in relation to trials
by jur.v and recovery of damag^es in such trials, in cases of layinjr out, or
discontinuing higliways. The trcasui-er of the city of Boston is likewise
County Treasurer.
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Colleges.

Worcester County

—Incorporated, 1731.

Judge of Probate—ThovasL^ Kinnicutt, Worcester,
Salary, S800 00
"
Be^-js^er 0/ Pro^afe— Charles G. Prentiss, Worcester,
1,500 00
"
Judge of Insolvency Alexander H. Bulloch, Worcester,
1,100 00
Register of Insolvency John J. Piper, Fitchburg,
"
1,100 00
.

.

.

—

—

Sheriff—3.

.

Knowlton, Worcester.
Co ;<rr?s—Joseph Mason, Fitchburg.

S. C.

Clerk of the

—
—

County Treasurer Anthony Chase, Worcester.
Register of Deeds Alexander H. Wilder, Worcester.
County Commissioiiers

Asaph
James

—

\\'ood,

Gardner,

Allen,

Oakham,

Velorous Taft, Upton,
Special Commissioners

Thomas

Billings,

...
.

.

.

.

Term

expires,

"
"

.

"
"

—

December, 1858
"
1859
"
1860

Lunenburg,

Constant Southworth. Hard wick.

COLLEGES

IN THE

COMMONWEALTH,

WITH THEIR PRESIDENTS AND TRUSTEES.

HARVARD UNIVERSITY.
CorjDoration.

James Walker, D.

D., President.

Fellows.

George Putnam, D.D.,

Lemuel Shaw, LL. D.,
George Hayward, M. D.,
John A. Lowell, LL. D.,

E. R. Hoar, A.

M.

Overseers.

[Tei'ms expire in 1858.]

Hosea Ballou, 2d.,
Ezra S. Gannett,

E.

Rock wood Hoar,

Baron Stow.

David Sears,
[Terms expire in 1859.]

George

W.

Blagden,

John H.

George Morey.

Clifford,

Reuben A. Chapman,

Nathaniel Cogswell,

Joel Hayden,

[Terms expire in
Marcus Morton,

Rodney A.

Richard

Miller,

1880.]

S. Spofford,

Thomas Worcester.
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Colleges.
[Terms expire in 1S61.]

Thomas

John

Russell,

Twombly,

II.

Henry B. Wheelwright.

Nathaniel B. Shurtleff,

Emory Washburn,

Joseph M. Churcliill,

Rollin H. Neale,

Winslow Lewis,

Abner

Francis Bassett,

[Terms expire in 1863.]
William Mitchell,
John Wayland.
Lorenzo R. Thayer,

[Terms expire in 1862.]

Daniel N. Dewey,

J.

Jacob Sleeper.

Phipps,

AMHERST COLLEGE.
Corj)oration.
William A. Stearns, D. D., President.
Henry Edwards,
Jonathan Leavitt,
•Joseph Vaill,
Jonathan C. Perkins,
Edward S. Dwight,
William B. Calhoun,
Alpheus Hardy,
Joseph S. Clark,
George Grennell,
Alexander H. Bulloch,
William P. Paine,

Nathan

Ebenezer Alden,

Samuel Williston,

Henry

Edward Dickinson.

Jacob Ide,

Morris,

w I L L I A :m

S

Mark Hopkins,

Allen,

Lucius Boltwood,

COLLEGE.
D. D., President.

Trustees.

Timothy M. Cooley
Charles A. Dewey,
Daniel N. Dewey,
Emerson Davis,
Henry L. Sabin,

George N. Briggs,
John Todd,

Bradford R. Wood,

Absalom Peters,
Henry W. Bishop,

Augustus

Charles Butler,
C.

Thompson,

Erastus C. Benedict.

Adam

Reed,
Joseph White,

Charles Stoddard,

TUFTS COLLEGE.
Hosea Ballou,

2d., D. D., President.

Trustees.

Thomas Whittemore,

Charles Tufts,

Thomas Crane,

Silvanus Packard,

Gardner P. Drury,
Abel Tompkins,
R. Frothingham, Jr.
Timothy Cotting.

Charles Rogers,

A. A. Miner,

Thomas A. Goddard,
Israel Washburn, Jr.,
Thomas J. Greenwood, James
Eli Ballou.

C. Curtis,-

Hosea Ballou,

2d.,

Otis A. Skinner,

Thomas

B. Thayer,

William H. Ryder,
Nathaniel Adams,
Charles Robinson, Jr.

Boards of Education and Agriculture.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION.
The Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, exofficiis. Rev. Edward Otheman, of Chelsea; lion. Isaac Davis, of Worcester; Rev. Hosea Ballou, of
Somerville Rev. Alonzo H. Quint, of West Roxbury Henry Wheatland,
M. D., of Salem; Ariel Parish, A. M., of Springfield; Prof. Cornelius C.
Felton, of Cambridge William A. Stearns, D. D., of Amherst.
Hon. George S. Boutwell, of Groton, Secretary ; Rev. Samuel C. Jack;

;

;

son, of Andover, Clerk of the Board.

The Secretary of the Board of Education

is

the Librarian of the State

Library.

BOARD

OF AGRICULTURE.

The Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor, and the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, ex officlis.
Appointed by the Governor and Council. Marshall P. Wilder, of Dorand Ephraim W. Bull, of
chester James S. Grennell, of Greenfield

—

;

;

Concord.

Chosen by the Agricultural Societies.

—^Massachusetts,

throp, of Boston; Essex, Moses Newell, of

Robert C.

Win

West Newbury; Middlesex,

Simon Brown, of Concord; Middlesex South, William G. Lewis, of Fra
mingham; Middlesex North, John C. Bartlett, of Chelmsford; Worces
TER, John Brooks, of Princeton Worcester West, Josiah White, of Peters
ham Worcester North, Jabez Fisher, of Fitchburg Worcester South
Oliver C. Felton, of Brookfield Hampshire, Hampden, and Frakklin,
George W. Hubbard, of Hatfield Hampshire, Luke Sweetser, of Amherst
Hampden, George M. Atwater, of Springfield Franklin, Thomas J. Field
;

;

;

;

;

;

of Northfield; Berkshire, Justus Tower, of Lanesborough IIousatonic
Samuel H. Bushnell, of Sheffield; Norfolk, Benjamin V. French, of
Braintree Bristol, Nathan Durfee, of Fall River Plymouth, Charles 6.
Davis, of Plymouth Barnstable, George Marston, of Barnstable; Nan;

;

;

;

tucket, Edward G. Gardner, of Nantucket.
Charles L. Flint, Secretary.

;

.
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STATE INSTITUTIONS.
LUNATIC HOSPITALS.
Worcester.
Trustees.

Thomas

—William T. Merrifield, of Worcester

Colt, of Pittsfield

;

Charles

II.

Linus Child, of Lowell
Stedman, of Boston Joseph N.
;

;

Bates, of Worcester.

—Merrick Bemis, M. D.

Superintendent.

Taunton.
Trustees.

Taunton

—George R. Russell, of West Roxbury
New

George Howland, of

Bedford
Ptehoboth James W. Sever, of Boston.
Superintendent.— George C. S. Choate, M. D.
;

;

George A. Crocker, of

Menzies R. Randall, of

;

;

Northampton
Trustees.
field

John

;

town

—Lucien C. Boynton, of Uxbridge
C. Russell, of Great Barrington

Eliphalet Trask, of Spring-

;

Luther V.

;

Bell, of Charles

Charles Smith, of Northampton.

;

Superintendent.

—William H. Prince, M. D.

HOSPITAL AT RAIXSFORD ISLAND.
Inspectors.

—Albert G. Goodwin, of Boston

;

William Sutton, of Salem

;

Francis B. Stedman, of Boston.

and Physician.

Sujjerintendent

—Joshua R. Lothrop, of Boston.

ALMSHOUSES.
Bridgeivater.
Inspectors.

bury

;

—Jason F. Murdoch, of Wareham

James Ford, of

Superintendent.

William B. May, of Rox-

;

Fall River.

—Levi L. Goodspeed, of Barnstable.
Tewksbury.

—Elisha Huntington, of Lowell George Foster, of Andover
Josiah G. Peabody, of Lowell.
Superintendent. —^Isaac H. Meserve, of Roxbury.
Inspectors.

;

;

Monson.
Inspectors.

— Gad

0.

Bliss,

of

Longmeadow

Gordon M. Fisk, of Palmer.
Superintendent. Samuel D. Brook?, of South

Enfield

;

Charles Richards, of

;

—

IlaJley.

.

Commissioners
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REFORM SCHOOL FOR BOYS,
At Westborough.

—Henry

W. Cushmati, of Bernai'dston John A. Fitch, of
Hopkiuton Parley Hammond, of Worcester John A. Fayerweather, of
Westborough; Simon Brown, of Concord; Thomas A. Greene, of New
Trustees.

;

;

;

Bedford

;

Josiah H. Temple, of Framiugham.

Superintendent.

—William E. Starr.

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS,
At Lancaster.
Trustees.

—Francis B. Fay.

James Deane, of Greenfield
of Lancaster

;

of Chelsea;

Charles Bunker, of Roxbury

Daniel Denny, of Dorchester

William R. Lawrence, of Boston

;

;

;

Jacob Fisher,

Thomas Tucker, of

;

Worcester.
Superintendent.

—Bradford K. Peirce.

SCHOOL FOR IDIOTIC AND FEEBLE-MINDED YOUTH,
At South Boston.

—

Governor and Council. Stephen M. Weld, of
Joseph Reynolds, of Concord John Flint, of Boston

Trustees, appointed by

West Roxbury

;

;

Orin P. Bacon, of Dorchester.

;

(Eight additional trustees are appointed

by the Corporation.)

Inspectors.

STATE PRISON.
—James Perkins, of Boston Phineas
;

J.

Stone, of Charles-

town John A. Goodwin, of Lowell.
Jacob L. Porter, Wan/eji; Charles W. VTnlkeT, Deputy-Warden
liam B. Morris, Physician; H. E. Hempstead, Chaplain.
;

Agent for Discharged Convicts.

;

Wil-

—James Perkins, of Boston.

COMMISSIONERS.
Baxk.

—Henry

P. Shed, of

Roxbury; Reuben

S.

Denny, of Leicester;

one vacancy.
Insurance.

—John

Field, of Worcester; Elihu C. Baker,

of Medford;

George T. Stearns, of Boston.
Alien Passengers and Foreign Paupers. Charles White, State Auditor; and A. G. Goodwin, Superintende7it oj" Alien Passengers, ex officiis;
and Joseph E. Dawley, of Fall River. Agent, John G. Locke.

—

Pilots.

—Caleb

Curtis, of Boston

Georoie U. Dcvercux, of Salem.

;

Solomon Freeman, of Brewster

Time of Electing State
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Officers, (^c,

TABLE
Times of the Election of State Officers, and the
Meeting of the Legislatures of the sevey-al States.

Exhlbitinrj the

Time of

States.

Times of the Meetings of

holdiuj' Elections.

the Legislatures.

2d Monday in September,
2d Tuesday in March,
Vermont,
1st Tuesday in September,
Massachusetts, Tues. after 1st Mon. in Nov.

2d Wednesday in January.
1st Wednesday in June.
2d Thursday in October.
1st Wednesday in January.
Last Tuesday iu May.
By adj. from Newport.
1st Wednesday in May.
1st Tuesday in January.
2d Tuesday in January.
1st Tuesday in January.
1st Tues. in January, bien
1st Wed. in January, bien.
2d Mon. in January, bien.
3d Mon. in November, bien.
4th Monday in November.
1st Monday in Nov., bun.

Maine,
.
N. Hampshire,
.

.

j

Rhode Island,

1st

TVednesday in April,

Connecticut,

1st

Monday

New
New

.

York,
Jersey,

.

Pennsylvania,
Delaware,
Maryland,
Yirginia,

N. Carolina,

.

S. Carolina,

.

Georgia,
Florida,

Tues after 1st Mon. in Nov.
Tues. after 1st Mon. in Nov.
2d Tuesday in October,
2d Tuesday in November,
1st Wednesday in November,
4th Thursday in May,
1st Thursday in August,
2d Monday in October,
1st Mondaj' in October,
"1st

.

Alabama,
.

Louisiania,

.

Monday
Monday

in October,

Monday
Monday
Monday

in

1st

in

1st

Tennessee,

August,
1st Monday in August,
2d Tuesday in October,
2d Tuesday in October,
Tues. after 1st Mon. in Nov.
1st Monday in August.
Tues. after 1st Mon. in Nov.
2d Tuesday in October,
Tues. after 1st Mon. in Nov.

Kentucky,
Ohio,
Indiana,
Illinois,

.

Missouri,

Michigan,
Iowa,
Wisconsin,

1st
1st

1st

in August,
in August,

Thursday

1st

iu

1st
1st

1st

Tues. after 1st Mon. in Sept.

in Jan., bien.

Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday

in Nov., bien,
in Oct., bien.

in December.
in

Jan

,

bien.

Thurs. af. 1st Mon. in Jan.
2d Monday in Jan., bien.

Monday in Dec, bien.
Wed. in Jan., bien.

Last
1st
1st

1st
j

California,

Monday

3d Monday in January.
December, biennially.

November,

Texas,
Arkansas,
.

4th Monday in Nov., bien.
2d Monday in Nov., bien.

August,
1st Mon. and Tues. in Nov.

1st

Missij sippi,

|

in April,

1st

Monday in Jan., bien.
Monday in January.
Monday in January.
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and Territorial Governors.

State

GOVERNORS
Of

and Territories ; with their Snlaries, Terms
and the Expiration of their Terms.

the several States

of

States.

Office,

United States Government.
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UNITED STATES GOYERNMENT.
The Eighteenth Presidential Term of four years since the establishment
of the Government of the United States under the Constitution, beo-an on
the 4th day of March, 1857, and will expire on the 4th day of March", 1861-

James Buchanan, of Pennsylrania, President,
John C. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, Vice-President^

Salary, $25,000 00

Cabinet.

—Lewis Cass, Michigan,
Secretary of the Treasury — Howell Cobb, Georgia,
Secretary of War— John B. Floyd, Virginia,
Secretary of the Navy — Isaac Toucey, Connecticut,
Secretary of the LUerior — Jacob Thompson, Mississippi,
Postmaster- General—Aaron V. Brown, Tennessee,
Attorney- General—Jeremiah S. Black, Pennsylvania
Secretary of State

.

.

.
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John

United States Government.

J. Gilchrist, of

Court of Claims.
New Hampshire, Presiding Judge

Isaac Blackford, of Indiana,

George P. Scarburg, of Virginia, Ji«/^p,

Montgomery

Blair, of

the United States,

John D. McPherson,

......

Washington, D. C,

Dejntty- Solicitor,

Solicitor

4,000 00

4,000 00

fo

.

Samuel H. Huntington, of Connecticut, Chief- Clerk,
Edgar M. Garnett, Assistant Clerk,
The Court holds it sessions at Washington, D. C.

Thirhj-fftJ

Salary, $4,000 00

"
"

J«(7g-?,

"
"
"
"

3,500 00
2,500 00
3.000 00
2,000 00

United States Government.
Georgia.
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,

United States Government.
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Ver7nont.

Homer

1.

Ezekiel P. Walton,

2.

Justin S. Morrill,

1.

Robert B. Hall,

7.

Nathaniel P. Banks,

2.

James

8.

3.

William

Chauncey L. Kuapp,
Eli Thayer,

4.

Linus B. Comins,

10. Calvin C. Chaffee,

5.

Anson Burlingame,
Timothy Davis,

11.

3.

E. Royce.

Massachusetts.

6.

Buffinton,
S.

Damrell,

9.

Henry

L.

Dawes.

Rhode Island.
1.

Nathaniel B. Durfee,

2.

William D. Bray ton.

Connecticut.
1.

Ezra Clarke, Jr.

3.

Sidney Dean,

2.

Samuel Arnold,

4.

William D. Bishop.

Neio York.
1.

John A.

2.

George Taylor,

19. Oliver A.

3.

Daniel E. Sickles,

20.

4

John

21.

5.

William B. Maclay,

22.

6.

John Cochrane,

23. Charles B.

7.

Elijah AVard,

18. Clark B.

Searing,

Kelly,

Morse,

Orsamus B. Matteson,
Henry Bennett,
Henry C. Goodwin,
Heard,

24.

Amos

25.
26.

Edwin
Emory

27.

John M. Parker,
William H. Kelsey,
Samuel G. Andrews,
J. W. Sherman,
S. M. Burroughs,

'

8.

Horace F. Clark,

9.

Iq.

John B. Haskin,
Ambrose S. Murray,

11.

William F. Russell,

28.

12.

John Thompson

29.

P. Granger,

B. Morgan,
B. Pottle,

13.

Abram

14.

Erastus Corning,

31.

15

Edward Dodd,
George W. Palmer,

32. Israel T.

16.
17.

Francis E. Spinner,

B. Olin,

Cochrane,

30.

33.

Hatch,

Reuben E. Fenton.

JVew Jersey.

John Huyler,

1.

Isaiah D. Clawson,

4.

2.

George R. Bobbins,

5. J.

3.

Garnet D. Adrian,

1.

Thomas B. Florence,
Edward J, Morris,

R. AVortendyke.

Pennsylvania.

2.

3.
4.

James Landy,
Henry M. Phillips,

United States Government.
5.

Owen

6.

John Hickman,
Henry Chapman,

Jones,

16.

John A. Ahl,

17.

Wilson Reilly,

18.

19.

John R. Edie,
John Covode,

20.

William Montgomery,

10.

Anthony E. Roberts,
John C. Kunkel,

21.

David Ritchie,

11.

William L. Dewart,

22.

Samuel A. Purviance,

7.

8. J.
9.

Glancy Jones,

12.

Paul

13.

AMUiam H. Dimmick,

Leiiiy,

14. G:ilusha

15. Allison

A

Grow,

23. William Stewart,
24.
25.

James L. Gillis,
John Dick.

White,
Delaivare.

1.

William G. Whitely.

1.

James A. Stewart,
James A. Ricaud,

Maryland.
2.

3. J.

Morrison Harris,*

5.

Winter Davis,*
Jacob M. Kunkel,

6.

Thomas

4. II.

F. Bowie.

Virginia.

3.

Muscoe R. H. Garnett,
John S. Millson,
John 8. Caskie,

10.

4.

William 0. Goode,

11. Albert G. Jenkins,

5.

Thomas

12.

Henry A. Edmundson,

6.

Paulas Powell,

13.

George

7.

William Smith,

1.

Henry M. Shaw,
Thomas Ruffin,
Warren Winslow,

1.

2.

S.

Bocock,

8.

Charles J. Faulkner,

9.

John Letcher,
Sherard Clemens,

W. Hopkins.

North Carolina.

2.
3.

4. L.

0"B. Branch,

7.

John A. Gilmer,
Alfred M. Scales,
Burton Craige,

8.

Thos. L. Clingman.

5.

6.

Georgia.
1.

James

2.

Martin J. Crawford,

6.

James Jackson,

3.

Robert P. Trippe,

7.

4.

Lucius J. Gartrell,

Joshua Hill,
Alex. H. Stephens,

L. Seward,

5.

8.

Augustus R. Wright,

South Carolina.

Bonham,

1.

John McQueen,

4.

Milledge L.

2.

Wm.

P. Miles,

5.

James

3.

Lawrence M. Keitt,

6.

William W. Boyce.

Contested.

L. Orr,
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Alabayna.
1.

James A. Stallworth,

2. Eli S.

5.

Shorter,

6.

George S. Houston,
Williamson R. W. Cobb,
J. L. M. Curry.

3.

James

4.

Sydenham Moore,

1.

Lucius Q. C. Lamar,

4.

Otho R. Singleton,

2.

Reuben

5.

John A. Quitman.

3.

William Barksdale,

1.

George Eustis,

2.

Miles Taylor,

1.

George H. Pendleton,
William S. Groesbeck,

F. Dowdell,

7.

Mississlj^pi.

Davis,

Lotiisiana.
Jr.,

3.
4.

Thomas G. DaTidson,
John M. Sandidge.

Ohio.

2.

12.
13.

Samuel S. Cox,
John Sherman,

3.

Lewis D. Campbell,*

14.

Philemon

4.

Matthias H. Nichols,

15.

Joseph Burns,

5.

Richard Mott,

16. C. B.

6.

Jogeph R. Cockerill,

17.

7.

Aaron Harlan,
Benjamin Stanton,
Lawrence W. Hall,

18.

Benjamin

19.

Edward Wade,

20.

Joseph Miller,

21.

Joshua R. Giddings,
John A. Bingham.

8.
9.

10.

11. Valentine B.

Bliss,

Tompkins,

William Lawrence,
F. Leiter,

Horton,
Kentucky.

1.
2.
3.

Henry C. Burnett,
Samuel 0. Peyton,
W. L. Underwood,

6.

John M.

7.

Humphrey

8.

James B. Clay,
John C. Mason,
John W. Stevenson.

4.

Albert G. Talbott,

9.

5.

Joshua H. Jewett,

10.

1.

Albert G. Watkins,

2.

Horace Maynard,
Samuel A. Smith,

Elliott,

Marshall,

Tennessee.

8.

H

6.
7.

8.

4.

John

5.

Charles Ready,

1.

Wm.

E. Niblack,

7.

2.

Wm

H. English,

8.

Savage,

George W. Jones,

John V. Wright,
Felix K. ZollicofFer,

9. J. C. D.

10.

Wm.

Atkins,

T. Avery.

Lidiana.

4.

James Hughes,
James B. Foley,

5.

David Kilgore,

6.

James M. Gregg,

3.

^ 9.
""lO.

11.

*

John G. Davis,
James Wilson,
Schuyler Colfax,
Charles Case,

John

Contested.

U. Pettit.

United States Government.
Illinois.
1.

Elihu B. "VTashburn,

6.

Thomas

2.

John

7.

Aaron Shaw,

3.

Owen

8.

Robert Smith,

4.

William Kellogg,

9.

Samuel

5.

Isaac N. Morris,

1.

Francis P. Blair, Jr.

5.

2.

Thos. L. Anderson,

6.
7.

F. Farnsworth,

Lovejoy,

L. Harris,

S. Marshall.

Missouri.

3.

Joseph B. Clark,

4.

James A.

1.

A. B. Greenwood,

S. H. Woodson,
John S. Phelps,
Samuel Caruthers.

Craig,

Arkansas.

Edward A. Warren.

2.

Michigan.
1.
2.

Wm.

A. Howard,
Henry Waldron,

Walbridge,

3.

D.

4.

DeWitt

S.

C. Leach.

Florida.

Hawkins.

1.

George

1.

Guy M. Bryan,

S.

Texas.
2.

John H. Reagan,

Iowa.
1.

Samuel R. Curtis,

2.

Timothy Davis.

Wisconsin.
1.

John

2. C. C.

F. Potter,

3.

Charles Billinghurst.

Washburn,
California.

1.

Charles L. Scott,

2.

Jos. C.

McKibben.

DELEGATES.

—

Minnesota W. "W. Kingsbury.
Oregon Joseph Lane.
New Mexico Miguel A. Otero.

—

—

l/itaA— John

M. Bernhisel.

—

Washington Isaac S. Stevens.
Kansas Marcus J. Parrott.
Nebraska Fenner Ferguson.

—
—
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RULES AND ORDERS

S E N"

^A.

TE

RULES AND ORDERS OE THE SENATE.

Of
Rule

1.

To

the Duties

call the

and Power of

members

to order

the President.

and cause the journal of

tiie

preceding day to be read.

—

To preserre order and decorum To speak to points of order in
members To decide all questions of order, subject to
appeal— To rise in putting a question, &c., but may read sitting.
Rule 3. To declare all rotes if doubted, a return to be ordered President may vote, but to be required to do so, in certain cases only.
Rule 4. President to order the Yeas and Nays if one-fifth of the mem-

Rule

2.

—

preference to other

—

;

bers present require them.

Rule

5.

Concerning motions when a question

is

under debate, and the

precedence thereof—Motion to adjourn to be decided without debate.

Rule

6.

President to

name who may speak, when two

or more

members

rise at once.

Rule

7.

President

may name member

to take his place

—Limitation

thereof.

Rule

8.

In absence of President, the senior member present to call the
The election of a President pro tern, to be the first

Senate to order

—

business.

Of
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule

9.

the Rights, Duties

to address the President,

10.

Limitation as to speaking.

11.

12.

Members not
Members not

13.

Concerning the presentation of petitions, &c.

14.

All motions to be received

writing, if desired

mover

and Decorum of Members.

Members, when speaking,

to interrupt another, except,
to

speak on a question after

—Motions not to be

&c.

&c.

it is

put

to vote.

and considered, and reduced to
on the table until read by the

laid

in his place.

Rule

15.

Concerning the reconsideration of votes.

Rule

16.

Bills,

&c., to remain in Clerk's possession until the right of

reconsideration has expired.

Rules and Orders of the Senate.
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Rule

Division of a question to be

17.

made if desired

—Motion to strike

out and insert.

Rule
Rule

Unfinished business to have the preference.
Members not to vote on questions where tlieir private rights
are concerned, distinct frt)m the public interest.
18.

19.

Members not

Rule 20.
Rule 21.
Rule 22.

to absent themselves without leave, unless. &c.
Concerning the alteration, rescinding, &c., of rules.
Concerning the Yeas and Nays.

Rule

Of Committees.
Requiring statements to be made to Committees relative to

23.

proposed alteration in laws.

Rule
Rule

24.

List of Standing Committees.

25.

Committees

appointed by the President, unless, &c.

to be

—Substitute

named to be Chairman
original member In elections,
First

—

to

hold the same rank as the

the person having the highest

number

of

votes to be Chairman.

Rule
Rule

26.

Order of question when motion

27.

Reports of Committees not proposing final action, and of

Committees of Conference,

to be

made

is

made

to

commit.

the order of the day for the suc-

ceeding day.

Rule

28.

No

other than Joint or Special Committees to occupy tb«

Senate Chamber without leave.

Of Bills and Resolves.
Rule 29. Concerning reports on petitions, notice of the presentation
of which has not been published.
Rule 30. Bills and resolves, how to be written not to be inti-oduced
by a member without leave When introduced, on leave, to be committed

—

—

before second reading.

Rule 31. Bills, &c., from the House, to be committed unless reported
by a joint committee.
Rule 32. Bills, &c., not to be engrossed without three readings Bills in
second and third readings to be made the order of the day for the succeed-

—

ing day

Rule

—Matters passed over,

how

disposed

of.

&c., in their third reading to be committed for examina-

33.

Bills,

34.

Engrossed

tion.

Rule

bills,

&c., to be committed for examination

—Bills

reported as rightly and truly engrossed not to be again read, unless, &c.

Rule 35.
Rule 38.

Noengrossedbill to beamended except by unanimous consent.

No

rejected

measure to be revived

—This rule to apply to House

as well as Senate measures.

Rule

37.

Jefferson's Rules of practice to govern the Senate,

when

appli-

cable, unless inconsistent with those of the Senate, or with the Joint

Rules.

Rules and Orders of the Senate.

151

Elections by Ballot.

Rule

Elections

38.

by

ballot

—time to be assigned therefor.

Senate Library.

RcLE

Books

39.

to be in care of the Clerk

—Clerk to keep account of

all

books delivered.

Rule

40.

Seats not to be occupied

Rule

41.

Reporters

by persons other than members.

Reporters.

—seats

for, to

be numbered and assigned by

lot.

RULES AND ORDERS.
Of

Rule

1.

the Duties

and Power of

The President

the President.

shall take the chair every

day

at

the hour to which the Senate shall have adjourned, shall
call the

rum,

members

shall

to order, and,

on the appearance of a quopreceding day to be

cause the journal of the

read.

Rule

2.

He

shall preserve order

and decorum, may speak
members, and shall

to points

of order in preference to other

decide

all

questions of order subject to an appeal.

He

shall

rise to

put a question or to address the Senate, but

may

read

sitting.

Rule
rises

the

3.

He

shall declare all votes

doubt a vote, the President

to

number voting

in the affirmative

without any further debate.

He may

;

but,

if

any member

shall order a return of

and in the negative,
Vote on

all

questions,

but shall not be required to do so unless the Senate

is

equal-

ly divided, or unless his vote if given to the minority,

would

render the division equal.

Rule

4.

"When any member

shall require a question to

be

determined by yeas and nays, the President shall take the
sense of the Board in that manner, provided one-fifth of the

members

present are in favor of

it.

Rides and Orders of the Senate.
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Rule

When

under debate, the President
on the table, to
postpone to a day certain, to commit, to amend, or to postpone
indefinitely, which several motions shall have precedence in
5.

shall receive

a question

no motion but

is

to adjourn, to lay

the order in which they stand arranged

and a motion

;

to

adjourn shall be decided without debate.

Rule

When

6.

President shall

Rule
member

the

member who

The President

7.

to

two or more members

name

shall

is

rise at once, the

to

speak

first.

have the right to name a

perform the duties of the chair, but such substi-

tution shall not extend beyond an adjournment.

Rule

In case the President shall be absent at the hour
8.
which the Senate was adjourned, the senior member
present shall call the Board to order, and shall preside until
a President pro tempore shall be elected by ballot, which

to

shall be the first business of the Senate.

Of Bights,

Duties and Decorum of Members.

Every member, when he speaks, shall stand in
his place, and address the President, and when he has done
speaking, shall sit down.

Rule

9.

Rule

10.

No member

shall speak

more than once on one

question, to the prevention of any other

and

is

desirous to

who

has not spoken,

nor more than twice without

speak,

obtaining leave of the Board.

Rule

11.

No member

another but by rising up to

Rule

12.

shall speak to

speaking shall be interrupted by
call to order.

After a question
it.

is

put to a vote, no member

;
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Rule

Every member presenting a

13.

or Remonstrance, shall indorse his
filing

thereof,

briefly the

state

name

Petition, Memorial,

thereon, and, in the

nature and object of the

instrument, and shall also give, in his place, a brief
thereof,

and the reading of the same

unless specially ordered

Rule

14.
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summary

shall be dispensed with,

by the Board.

Every motion

shall

be received and considered,

and shall be reduced to writing if the President direct it
and no member shall be permitted to lay a motion in writing
on the table, until he has read the same in his place.

Rule

15.

When

a vote has passed,

it

shall be in order

any member to move a reconsideration thereof on the
same or the succeeding day, and such motion shall be placed
first in the Orders of the Day, for the day succeeding that on
which the motion is made, except in the last week of the session, Y/hen the motion to reconsider, shall be made and decided, unless otherwise ordered, on the same day on which
the vote has passed and when a motion for reconsideration
for

;

is

decided, that vote shall not be reconsidered

ever, that

a motion to reconsider a vote,

matter, shall not
tion,

time

provided^ howcollateral

remove the main subject under considera-

from before the Senate, but
it is made.

shall be considered at the

when

Rule

16.

BiUs, resolves, and other papers, in reference to

which any member has a
shall

:

upon any

right to

move

a reconsideration,

remain in the possession of the Clerk until the right of

reconsideration has expired.

Rule

17.

A question containing two or more propositions,

capable of division, shall be divided whenever desired

by
any member. A motion to strike out and insert shall be
deemed indivisible. But a motion to strike out, being lost,
shall neither preclude amendment nor a motion to strike out
and insert.
10

—

;
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Rule

The

18.

was engaged

unfinislied business in

at the time of the last

which the Senate

adjournment, shall have

the preference in the orders of the day.

Rule

19.

No member

shall be permitted to vote or serve

on any committee on a question where his private right
immediately concerned, distinct from the public interest.

Rule

20.

No member shall

is

absent himself from the Sen-

ate without leave, unless there be a

quorum

left

present at

the Board.

Rule

21.

Any Rule or

Order, except the thirty-third,

may

be altered, dispensed with, or rescinded, two-thirds of the

members present consenting

Rule

thereto.

Whenever a question

22.

and nays, the Clerk

shall

be taken by yeas

names of

shall call the

all

the members,

except the President, in alphabetical order, and every

no member

mem-

and
under any circumstances, to
announced from the chair.

ber present shall answer to his name, unless excused

;

shall be permitted,

vote after the decision

is

Of

Committees.

Rule 23. It shall be the duty of every member of the
who moves that any Standing Committee be instruct-

Senate,

ed to inquire into the expediency of amending an existing
law, to point out to such Committee, in writing, the amend-

ment which he deems

expedient,

and

to furnish a written

statement of the facts and authorities in favor thereof, to such

Committee,

Rule

24.

if

by them required.

The following Standing Committees

appointed at the commencement of the

first session,

shall be

to wit

A Committee on the Judiciary
A Committee on Matters in Probate and Chancery
;

:

;

;
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Committee on the Treasury
and each of these Committees shall consist of three members.
A Committee on Bills in the Third Reading
A Committee on Engrossed Bills
and each of these Committees shall consist of six members.
;

Rule

25.

All Committees shall be appointed by the

President, unless otherwise specially directed

by

the Sen-

and the person first named shaU be Chairman and
whenever a member of a Committee shall be absent, and a
ate,

;

substitute shall be appointed, the substitute shall hold the

same rank in the Committee as the member held for whom
In all elections of Committees by baUot,
is substituted.

he

the person haying the highest

number

of votes shall act as

Chairman.

Rule
ject,

and

26.

When

different

a motion

is

made

shall be taken in the following order
tee of the Senate

to

commit any sub-

Committees shall be proposed, the question
:

A Standing

Commit-

— a Select Committee of the Senate — a Joint

Standing Committee— a Joint Select Committee.

Rule

27.

Reports of Committees, except such as do not

propose final action, and Reports of Committees of Conference, shall, unless otherwise specially ordered, be

made

the

order of the. day next succeeding that on which they shall

be presented to the Senate.

Rule

28.

No

Committee, other than a Joint Committee

or a Special Committee of this Board, shall be allowed to

occupy the Senate Chamber without leave of the Board.

Rule

29.

All petitions referred to any Committee with-

out notice of their intended presentation having been given
according to law, shall be reported back with leave to

withdraw.
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Of

Rule

All

30.

bills

round hand, witbout

and

Bills

Resolves,

and resolves

sliall

be written in a

fair,

on not less than one
margins and spaces between the

interlineations,

sheet of paper, v/ith suitable

No bill or resolve shall be introduced by a member without special leave and all bills and
resolves, when so introduced, shall be eommitted before
several sections or resolves.

;

they are passed to a second reading.

EuLE

AU

31.

bills

and

resolves

from the House of Repbe commit-

resentatives, after they are read a first time, shall

ted to a committee of this Board, except
resolves shall

Rule

32.

when

said biUs or

have been reported by a joint committee.

No

bill or resolve shall

pass to be engrossed

without three readings on three several days
resolves in the second

and

and

;

third readings shall be

and

bills

made

the

order of the day for the day next succeeding that on which
leave shall have been given to read

them a second or
them accordingly

third

and
upon the orders of the day, they shall be disposed of in course and matters passed over in the orders of
the day shall go to the foot of the list, and shall not be contime,

and the President

shall order

;

after entering

;

sidered

till

Rule

the next day.

33.

All

bills

and resolves in the third reading

shall

be committed to the Committee on Bills in the Third Reading, whose duty it shall be to compare their relations with
the Constitution, and any existing laws relating to the same
subject matter,

and

to eee that

aU such

bills

and resolves are

in the technical form.

Rule

34.

All engrossed

bills

and resolves

shall

be com-

mitted to the Standing Committee on Engrossed Bills, whose

duty

it

shall

be

strictly to

examine the same

;

and

if

found

Rules and Orders of the Senate.
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to be rightly

and truly engrossed, they
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shall so in-

dorse on the envelop thereof, and the final question shall be

taken thereon without any further reading, unless, on motion
of any member, a majority of the Senate shall be in favor of
reading the same as engrossed.

Rule

No

35.

engrossed

bill

or resolve shall be

amended

without the unanimous consent of the members present.

Rule

When any measure

33.

shall not

shall

be finally rejected,

it

be revived except by reconsideration, and no meas-

ure substantially the same shaU be introduced during the
session
and this Rule shall apply as well to measures origi;

nating in the

Rule

House

as to those originating in the Senate.

The Rules of Parliamentary

37.

Practice comprised

in Cushing's Manual, and the principles of parliamentary

law

set forth

nate in

in Cushing's larger work, shall govern the Sen-

all cases to

which they

are applicable,

they are not inconsistent with

and in which

Standing Rules and

the

Orders of the Senate, or the Joint Rules of the two branches
of the Legislature.
Elections by Ballot.

Rule

38.

^signed

for

In aU elections by baUot, a time
such election, at least one day previous

shall

be

thereto.

Senate Library.

Rule

39.

The books belonging

list

thereof

;

to the Senate

who

shall

Chamber by any person without giving
Clerk,

name
same.

who

Chamber

keep an accurate
and no book shall be taken from the Senate

shall be in the care of the Clerk,

shall enter, in a

of the book, and the

book

name

to

notice thereof to the

be kept by him, the

of the person taking the
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Rule

No

40.

allowed to

sit

person not a

at the Senate

member

of the Senate shall be

Table while the Senate

is

in

Reporters.

Rule

41.

assigned

by

Senate.

Seats for reporters shall be numbered,
lot,

and

under the direction of the Clerk of the

JOINT RULES AND ORDERS

T^WO

BRANCHES

—

—

—

JOINT RULES AND ORDERS
TWO

OF TMS

Rule

List of Joint Standing

1.

BeAWCHES.

Committees

—No

member

of

any com-

mittee to receive compensation for personal services during the session

No member
Rule

of either

House

to act as counsel before

Joint \^ommittees

2.

;

how they may

any committee.

—How their reports

report

shall be written.

Rule

Reports of Joint Committees

3.

House, except, &c.

may be

recommitted by either

—AU reports, after recommitment, to

be

made

to the

House which ordered the same.
Rule 4 Papers on their passage to be under the signatures of the Clerks
.

except, &c.

Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule

7.

Engrossed bills and biUs ordered to be engrossed.
BiUs that have passed to be enacted.
Rule 6th, concerning bills, to be applied also to resolves.

8.

Resolves proposing

9.

President of the Senate to preside in Conventions

5.
6.

amendments

An agreement

10.

to the Constitution.

Conven-

Chamber.

sions to be held in the Representatives'

Rule

.

—Messages.

to go into a Convention not to be altered or

annulled, unless, &c.

Rule 11. Restriction as to business of Conventions.
Rule 12. Elections by joint ballot time to be assigned therefor.
Rule 13. Committees of Conference how composed, and their reports.
Rule 14. Concerning reports on petitions, notice of the presentation of
which has not been given.
Rule 15. Concerning the printing and binding of Documents.
;

;

Rule

1.

The

folloTving Joint Standing

Committees shall

be appointed at the commencement of the January session,
viz.

:

; ;

; ;
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;;

;
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A Committee on Accounts
A Committee on Agriculture
A Committee on Banks and Banking
A Committee on Claims
A Committee on Education
A Committee on tlie Fisheries
A Committee on the Library
A Committee on Manufactures
A Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance
A Committee on the Militia
A Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies
A Committee on Prisons
A Committee on Public Charitable Institutions
A Committee en Public Lands
A Committee on Railways and Canals
A Committee on Roads and Bridges and
A Committee on Towns
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

And

each of said Committees shall consist of two on the part

and five on the part of the House, except the
Committee on the Library, which by law, is to consist of
three on the part of each House
and no member of any
committee shall receive compensation for personal services
on such committee, during the session of the Legislature.
No member of either House shall act as counsel for any
party before any committee of the Legislature.
of the Senate,

;

Rule
report

2.

by

The

bill,

Joint Committees of the

two Houses may

resolve or otherwise, to either House, at their

and resolves reported by them, shall
round hand, without interlineation, on
not less than a sheet of paper, with suitable margins, and
spaces between the several sections or resolves.
discretion

;

and

be vsritten in a

Rule

3.

all bills

fair

Reports of Joint Committees

may

be recommit-

ted to the same committees at the pleasure of the

House

acting thereon, without asking the concurrence of the other

Joint Rules and Orders.
branch

and

;

which have been previously

bills or resolves

acted on in one branch

may

be recommitted in the other

without a concurrent vote, except
instructions

:

provided, that,

after

made

ports shall, in all cases, be
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when recommitted with
such recommitment, re-

to the

branch which shall

have ordered such recommitment.

Rule 4. All papers, while on their passage between the
two Houses, may be under the signature of the respective
Clerks, except bills and resolves in their last stage. Messages may be sent by such persons as each House may direct.

Rule

5.

After

have passed both Houses to be

bills shall

engrossed, they shaU be in the charge of the Clerks of the

two Houses, who shall deliver the same to the Secretary of
the Commonwealth, to be engrossed in the manner prescribed by law and, when engrossed, the said Clerks shall
forthwith deliver the same to the Committee of the House of
Representatives on Engrossed Bills and when the same shall
;

;

have passed to be enacted in that House, they

manner be
Engrossed

Rule

6.

before the

the

first

same

Senate on

Bills.

After

bills shall

have passed both Houses

enacted, the Clerk of the Senate shall cause

being

shall, in like

delivered to the Committee of the

Governor

for

his

made thereon by

them

to

to

be

be laid

approbation, an indorsement

House in which
which House the same

the Clerk of the

originated, certifying in

which indorsement shall be entered on the Jourby the Clerks respectively
and the Clerk of the
Senate shall enter on the Journal of the Senate the day on
which the same were laid before the Governor.

originated,

nals

Rule

;

7.

All resolves and other papers, which are to be

presented to the Governor of the Commonwealth, shall be

;
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presented for his approbation, in the same manner as
prescribed in the case of

Rule
and the

All resolves proposing amendments of the Con-

8.

shall

tistution,

final

by yeas and

Rule

9.

is

bills.

have three several readings in each House,
upon adopting the same shall be taken

question

nays, as provided

by the Constitution.

The President of the Senate shall preside in Contwo branches and such Conventions shall be

ventions of the

;

holden in the Representatives' Chamber.

Rule

10.

When

an agreement has been made by the two

branches to go into Convention, such agreement shall not be
altered or annulled, except

Rule

11.

No

by concurrent

vote.

business shall be entered on, in Convention,

except by unanimous consent, other than that which

agreed on before the Convention

Rule

12.

In

by

all elections

is

may

be

formed.

joint ballot, a time shall be

assigned therefor at least one day previous to such election.

Rule

13.

Committees of Conferencs shall consist of three

members on the part of each House, representing its vote
and their report, if agreed to by a majority of each Committee,
shall be made to the branch asking the conference, and may
be either accepted or rejected but no other action shall be
;

had, except through a

Rule

14.

notice of

new Committee

of Conference.

All petitions referred to any committee without

their intended presentation

having

been given

according to law, shall be reported back to the branch in

which they were presented, with leave to withdraw.

Rule

15.

There

shall

be a Committee on Printing in each

branch, to consist of three Senators and five Representatives,

with power to act together as a joint committee in cases
requiring such joint action.

;:
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any

report, or other

bill,
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document

is

ordered to be

branch of the legislature, the number of
copies printed in course shall be five hundred and no more
and said copies shall be distributed as follows One copy to

printed

by

either

:

and of the House of Eepresentatives (to be placed on his file under the direction of the
Sergeant- at- Arms if desired by the member ;) one copy to
each Clerk in either branch, and three copies to each reporter
in regular attendance to v/hom a seat has been assigned by the
presiding officer twenty copies for the Executive twenty
each

member

of the Senate

;

;

copies for the Secretary's Office

brary

;

six copies for the State Li-

;

and when the document

is

the report of a committee,

ten copies shall be assigned to the committee
report.

The

making the
by the

residue of the copies shall be held

Sergeant- at- Arms,

who

shall preserve so

necessary for the permanent

files

to

many

as

may

be

be placed in the lobbies,

such manner as may be most
and regulations that may be, from
time to time, prescribed by the Joint Committee on Printing.
It shall be competent for either branch of the legislature to
order the printing of a larger number than five hundred
copies of any document, by special order but any such
order shall only relate to one document, and when introduced shall be referred in course to the Committee on Printing of the branch where it is offered. Said committee may
report on such orders at any time when the Orders of the
Day are not under consideration, and such reports shall be
considered forthwith, and shall be decided without debate
provided, hoivever, that if the document exceed one hundred

and

distribute the remainder in

proper, under the direction

;

pages, or

if

the

number

of copies proposed to be printed

exceed four thousand, the report shall not be considered until
the next day after

No

it is

made, and

it

shall

be open

to debate.

binding or engraving shall be ordered, except upon the

report of the Joint Committee

on Printing, accepted by the

concurrent action of both branches of the legislature.

Joint Rules and Orders.
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The

Joint Committee

on Printing

shall

have power

prescribe rules for the distribution of the increased

of copies of documents,

printed

;

and

when more than

also for the distribution of

five

to

number

hundred are

such of the public

documents printed under the direction of the Secretary of
the Commonwealth as may be assigned for the use of the
Said rules to be subject to amendment by the

legislature.

concurrent order of the two branches.

The Committee on Printing

of either branch shall have

House
more than
any bill or

authority without a special order from the Senate or
of Representatives, to direct the printing of not
five

hundred

amendment

copies of

that

may

any committee's

report, or

be reported or offered in that branch.

RULES AND ORDERS

HOUSE.

RULES AND ORDERS
OF THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
CHAPTER
Of
EuLK

1.

the Duties

I.

and Powers of

To take the chair and call to order

the Speaker.

—On appearance of a quorum

to proceed to business.

Rule

2.

To preserve order—May speak
to appeal

them, subject

Rule 3.
Rule 4.
Rule 5.
Rule 6.
Rule 7.

To
To

to points of order

and decide

in order.
—Question on appeal to be
votes — If doubted a return to be ordered.
first

declare all
rise in

May

addressing the House, but

may

read sitting.

vote, in all cases.

Chairman of Committee of the Whole.
To order yeas and nays, if one-fifth require Roll to be

Shall appoint

—

alphabetically

called

—Limitation as to voting.

Rule 8. Questions order in which they shall be propounded.
Rule 9. Motions to be in possession of the House after having been
stated by the Speaker— May be withdra\rn, except, &c.
Rule 10. Motions not to be received during debate, except, &c Motion
;

to strike out equivalent to postpone indefinitely.

Rule

named
Rule
Rule
tion, to

Rule

11.

—These and

Motions to adjourn always^rsf in order

others,

in this Rule, to be decided without debate.

proceedings on motion

12.

Previous question

13.

Incidental questions of order, after motion for previous ques-

;

for.

be decided without debate, except, &c.

name

member who has

14.

Speaker to

15.

Committees, to be announced and appointed by the Speaker,

the

the floor

if

two

rise at

once.

Rule

unless, &c.

Rule

16.

Speaker to have the right to name a

—Limitation of such right.

11

member

to take his plae*
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CHAPTER
0/ the
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule

Duties, Rights

II.

and Decorum of Members.

changed -without

17.

Seats, not to be

18.

Desks, at sides of Speaker,

how

leave.

appropriated

19.

Conduct of members during debate.

20.

No member

21.

Speaking

;

to interrupt another, except,

limitation

22.

Reconsideration

23.

Bills,

questions

;

&c.

of.
of.

&c., to remain with the Clerk until right of reconsidera-

tion has expired, provided, &c.

Rule

24.

Committees

no member

;

to

be obliged to serve on more than

two, nor as chairman of more than one.

Rule 25. Rules to be observed by members during debate and while the
House is in session.
Rule 26. Travel and attendance members to keep account of, and
report to Committee on the Pay Roll.
Rule 27. Proceedings with closed doors, to be kept secret, until the
;

removal of the injunction of secrecy.
Rule 28. Absence at commencement of the session and during the
session Leave of absence to be inoperative, unless, &c.
Rule 29. Breach of Rules and Orders in case any member is guilty of.
Rule 30. Private interests members not to vote on questions where

—

;

;

their private rights are concerned, distinct from the public interests.

Rule 31.
Rule 32.
Rule 33.
and insert.
Rule 84.

Members

to vote unless excused

Motions to be put in writing,
Division of a question

Motions and Reports

—Reasons to be given

if desired.

may be called for—Motions to strike out
may

be committed and recommitted at

pleasure of the House.

Rule 35.

Amendments,

foreign to the subject under consideration, not

to be admitted.

Rule
after

33.

•

Unfinished business to have preference, in orders of the day,

motions for reconsideration.

Rule
Rule
Rule

and dispensing with
when a vote is doubted.

37.

Altering, repealing

38.

Proceedings

Rules.

39.

Priority of business, questions relating to to be decided without

40.

Questions of order to be entered on the journal, with the

debate.

Rule

decisions thereon.

Rule
Rule

41.

Committees

42.

Members

;

questions of reference

to point

to,

order

of.

out desired amendments when proposing an

inquiry as to the expediency of amending an existing law.
Rule 43. Strangers not to be admitted without leave.
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III.

44.

Duties of Monitors.
Duty of Monitors.

45.

Monitors to inform the House

the

if

member

a

persists in trans-

gressing the Rules.

Rule

House

Oldest Monitor to call the

46.

to order in absence of the

Speaker, and to preside, until, &c.

CHAPTER
Of
Rule

IV.

Petitions, Memorials,

Sfe.

The presentation, reading, &c., of papers addressed

47.

to the

House, except petitions, &c.
Rule 48. The indorsement and reading of petitions, &c.
Rule 49. The presentation of petitions, &c.

Rule 50. Petitions referred v?ithout notice of presentation
according to law, to be reported back with leave to withdraw.
Rule 51.
Rule 52.

Orders to be passed over for one day,

giTen.

&c.

Concerning applications for use of the Hall.

CHAPTER
Of
Rule
Rule

if desired,

53.

The

54.

No

first

reading of a

bill to

V.

and Grants

Resolves

Bills,

bill.

be engrossed without having been read on three

several days.

Rule 55.
Rule 56.
reported by
Rule 57.
Rule 58.

Bills,

59.

;

how

a Committee

to be written.

—No rejected

bill

bills to

be committed, unless

or order to be again introduced.

Speaker to give notice when sending up an engrossed
Private

bills affecting

Rule

&c.

The introduction of bills— All

bills

bill.

—Individuals to be notified before the passage of

them.
Bills

and resolves involving expenditure of money,
on Finance.

to be

referred to Committee

Rule
Rule

reading to be committed for examination.

60.

Bills in third

61.

Engrossed bills

to

be committed

for

examination

—Bills report-

ed as correctly engrossed not to be again read, unless desired.

Rule 62. Engrossed biUs not to be amended.
Rule 63. Bills in third reading, and reports, to be made the order of the
day for the succeeding day.
Rule 64. Amendments proposed by Senate and sent down for concurrence.

CHAPTER
Of
Rule
Rule

VI.

Committees, their Poivers and Duties.

65.

List of Standing Committees.

66.

Elections

by

ballot

;

time to be assigned therefor.

Rules and Orders of the House.
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Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule
Rule

In elections of Committees, who shall be Chairman.
Papers to be left with the Clerk on obtaining leave of absence.
Special Committees limitation of time for reports of.
Committees how they may report.
Rules of proceeding in Committee of the Whole.

67.
68.

69.

;

70.

;

71.

Cushing's Manual, and Cushing's

72.

when not

ern

inconsistent with Rules

Form of Indorsement of

CHAPTER

Practice to goT-

'

Petitions.

I.

Of the Duties a7id Powers of the Speaker.
The Speaker shall take the chair every day at
hour to which the House shall have adjourned shall
and, on the appearance of a
the members to order

Rule
the

Law and

and Orders.

1.

;

call

;

quorum,

Rule

shall proceed to business.
2.

He

shall preserve

decorum and order; may

Bpeak to points of order in preference to other members

;

an appeal
and no other
to the House by motion regularly seconded
business shall be in order till the question on the appeal
shall have been decided.

and

shall decide all questions of order, subject to
;

He shall declare all votes but if any member
3.
doubt a vote, the Speaker shall order a return of the
number voting in the affirmative, and in the negative, withRule

;

rises to

out any further debate upon the question.

Rule

4.

House, but

He

shall rise to

may

read

Rule

5.

In

Rule

6.

When

put a question, or to address the

sitting.

all cases

the

the Speaker

House

may

vote.

shall determine to go into a

Committee of the whole House, the Speaker
the

member who

shall take the chair.

shall appoint

Rules and Orders of the House.

1

78

Rule 7. On all questions and motions whatsoever, the
Speaker shall take the sense of the House by yeas and nays,
provided one-fifth of the members present shall eo require.

When

the yeas and nays are taken, the roll of the

shall be called in alphabetical order,

and no member

House

shall

be

who shall not be upon the floor of the House
time his name is called, or before the roll-call is finished.

allowed to vote
at the

Rule 8. He shall propound all questions, in the order in
which they are moved, unless the subsequent motion be previous in

its

nature

times, the largest

Rule
it

longest time shall be put

first.

After a motion

9.

shall be

except that, in naming sums and fixing

:

sum and

deemed

to

is stated or read by the Speaker,
be in possession of the House, and

be disposed of by vote of the House

but the mover
any time before a decision or amendment, except a motion to reconsider, which shall not be
withdrawn after the time has elapsed within which it could
be originally made.
ghall

may withdraw

Rule

;

at

it

"When a question is under debate, the Speaker
no motion, but to adjourn, to lay on the table,
for the previous question, to postpone to a day certain, to comwhich several
mit, to amend, or to postpone indefinitely
motions shall have precedence in the order in which they
stand arranged and a motion to strike out the enacting
10.

shall receive

;

:

clause of a bill shall be equivalent to a motion to postpone
indefinitely.

Rule

11.

He

shall consider a

motion

to

adjourn as

al-

ways first in order and that motion, and the motions to lay
on the table, to take up from the table, for the previous question, and for the yeas and nays, shall be decided without
;

debate.

Rules and Orders of the House,
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Rule
bate

He shall put the previous question in the follow-

1 2.

ing form

upon

—

main question be note put f " and all demain question and pending amendments, shall

Shall the

**

:

the

be suspended, until the previous question shall be decided.
After the adoption of the previous question, the sense of the

House

upon pending amendments
and then upon the main question.

shall forthwith be taken

in their regular order,

Rule

All incidental questions of order, arising after

13.

a motion

made

is

for the previous question, shall

be decided

without debate, excepting on appeal, and, on such appeal, no

member

shall be allowed to speak

more than once without

leave of the House.

Rule M.

When

two or more members happen

once, the Speaker shall

name

member who

the

to rise at
is first

to

speak.

Rule 15. All Committees shall be appointed and announced by the Speaker, unless otherwise specially directed
by the House.
Rule
member

16.

to

The Speaker

shall

have the right

to

name any

perform the duties of the Chair, but such substi-

tution shall not extend beyond an adjournment.

CHAPTER
Of

Rule

the Duties^ Rig/its

17.

Every

seat,

II.

and Decorum of Members.

which

shall

be drawn by any mem-

ber in person, at the beginning of the session, shall be his
seat during the year, unless
er to

change

it.

he

shall

have leave of the Speak-

Rules and Orders of the House.

Rule
shall

The desks on

18.

the right and

left
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of the Speaker

be appropriated to the use of the Clerk and the

Com-

mittees on Bills.

Rule 19. Every member, when about to speak, shall rise
and respectfully address the Speaker, shall confine himself
to the question under debate, and avoid personality, and shall
sit

down when he

No member

has finished.

shall speak

out

of his place without leave of the Speaker.

Rule

No member

20.

another, but

Rule

by

No member shall

21.

question,

without

more than

first

speak more than twice on one

obtaining leave of the House;

nor

who have

not

once, until the other members,

spoken, shall speak,

Rule

speaking shall be interrupted by

rising to call to order.

When

22.

if

they desire

it.

a vote has passed,

it

shall be in order for

any member of the majority to move for a reconsideration
thereof on the same or the succeeding day, and such motion,
if made on the same day, shall, (except in the last week of the
session,) be placed first in the Orders of the Day for the day
succeeding that on which it is made but if first moved on
such succeeding day, it shall be forthwith considered and
when a motion for reconsideration is decided, that decision
;

;

shall not

be reconsidered, and no question shall be twice

reconsidered
vote,

:

provided, hoicever, that a motion to reconsider a

upon any

collateral matter, shall not

remove the main

subject under consideration from before the House, but shall

be considered at the time

Rule
a

it is

made.

and other papers, except orders
which any member has a right to
reconsideration, shall remain in the possession of the
23.

Bills, resolves,

of notice, in reference to

move

when

Rules and Orders of the House,
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Clerk until the right of reconsideration has expired

Rule

that the operation of this
last

week

Rule

shall

provided^

:

be suspended during the

of the session.

24.

No member

two Committees

at the

shall be obliged to be on more than
same time, nor Chairman of more

than one.

Rule

25.

No member

shall

be permitted to stand up to

the interruption of another, while any

member

is

speaking,

or to pass unnecessarily between the Speaker of the

and the person speaking

;

House

nor shall any member be permit-

ted to stand in the alleys or in the area in front of the chair,

during the session of the House.

Rule

26.

Every member

shall

keep an account of his

own

attendance and travel, and deliver the same to the Commit-

make up the pay roll, and on his failure so
he shall be omitted from the roll and no member
shall receive pay for any week-day on which he has not
tee appointed to

to do,

;

actually attended, except in case of sickness.

Rule

27.

All proceedings of the House with closed doors,

and every matter

House

until the

Rule

relating to the same, shall be kept secret,

shall

remove the injunction of secrecy.

Every member who shall neglect to give his
House for more than six days after the
session commences, shall, on making his appearance therein,
and in case
be held to render the reason of such neglect
the reason assigned shall be deemed by the House sufficient,
28.

attendance in the

;

such member shall be entitled

to receive pay for his travel,
and not otherwise and no member shall be absent more
than two days, without leave of the House and a vote of
;

;

leave of absence shall be inoperative,

obtaining

it

shall avail himself of

it

unless the

within five days.

member

.

Rules and Orders of the House.
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29.

"When any member

shall
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be guilty of a breach

of either of the Rules and Orders of the House, he

make

required by the House, on motion, to

and

therefor,

way

shall not

of excuse,

Rule

30.

till

may

be

satisfaction

be allowed to vote or speak, except by

he has done

No member

shall

so.

be permitted to vote, or serve

on any Committee, in any question where his private right
is immediately concerned, distinct from the public interest.

Rule
when a

31.

Every member, who shall be in the House
is put, where he is not excluded by inter-

question

est, shall

give his vote, unless the House, for special reasons,

him. Any member desiring to be so excused on
any question, shall make application to that effect before the
House is divided, or before the calling of the yeas and nays
and such application shall be accompanied by a brief statement of reasons, and shall be decided without debate.
shall excuse

;

Rule

Every motion shall be reduced

32.

Speaker shall so

Rule
question

33.

Any member may

when

strike out

and

to writing, if the

direct.

the division of &

call for

the sense will admit of
insert shall be

deemed

it.

A

motion to
but a

indivisible

;

motion to strike out being lost, shall neither preclude
amendment, nor a motion to strike out and insert.

Rule

34.

Motions and Reports

may be

committed, or

recommitted, at the pleasure of the House.

Rule 35. No motion or proposition, of a subject different
from that under consideration, shall be admitted under color
of amendment.

Rule

36.

was engaged

The unfinished
at the

time of the

business, in
last

the preference in the Orders of the
reconsideration

which the House

adjournment, shall have

Day next

after

motions for

a

Rules and Orders of the House.
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Rule

37.

pensed with,

No Rule

members present

Rule

38.

When

a vote

39.

shall be dis-

till

members for or
by the Speaker, shall

doubted, the

is

when

and stand uncovered

Rule
to

House

unless two-thirds of the

shall consent thereto.

against the question,
rise

or Order of the

altered, or repealed,

called on

they are counted.

All questions relating to the priority of business

be acted upon, shall be decided without debate.

Rule

40.

Every question

of order shall be noted

Clerk, with the .decision thereon,

by the

and inscribed

at large

made

any

on

the journal.

Rule
and

41.

different

When

a motion

Committees

is

shall

to refer

subject,

be proposed, the question

— a Standing Com— a Select Committee of the House —
Joint Standing Committee — a Joint Select Committee.
shall be taken in the following order

mittee of the

Rule

42.

:

House

It shall

House who moves

be the duty of each

member

of the

that any Standing Committee be instructed

amending an existing law
amendment, which he deems expedient, in writing, to accompany his motion, or to furnish a
written statement thereof to such Committee, if by them
to inquire into the expediency of

or laws, to point out the

required.

Rule

43.

No

stranger shall be admitted to the seats of

members, or upon the
the Speaker.

floor of the

House, without leave of

Rules and Orders of the House.

CHAPTER
Of

Rule

44.

Two

the Duties

III.

of Monitors.

be

Monitors shall

House, whose duty

division of the

179

it

appointed for each

shall be to see to the

due observance of the orders of the House, and, on demand
number of votes and members

of the Speaker, to return the
in their respective divisions.

Rule

45.

any member

If

shall

transgress

any of the

Rules or Orders of the House, and persist therein
notified thereof

Monitor

by any Monitor,

it

shall

being

after

be the duty of such

to give information thereof to the

House.

Rule

In case the Speaker shall be absent at the hour
46.
which the House was adjourned, the oldest Monitor
present shall call the House to order, and shall preside until
the Speaker shall assume his seat, or a Speaker ^jro tern, shall
to

be chosen.

CHAPTER
Of

Rule

47.

petitions,

IV.

Petitions, Memorials, ^c.

All papers addressed to the House,

except

memorials and remonstrances, shall be presented

by the Speaker, or by a member in

his place,

and

shall

be

read by the Speaker, Clerk, or such other person as the

may request, and shall be taken up in the order in
which they were presented, unless where the House shall
Speaker

otherwise direct.

Rule

48.

Every member,

presenting to the

House a
name

petition, memorial, or remonstrance, shall indorse his

Rules and Orders of the House.
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thereon, with a brief statement of the nature and object of

the instrument, and the reading of the same from the Chair
shall in

all

instances be dispensed with, unless specially

ordered by the House.

Rule

All reports, petitions, memorials, remonstrances,

49.

and papers of a like nature, shall be presented during the
first hour of each session of the House, and at no other time
and the Speaker shall call on the several Divisions, in regular
;

succession, for such papers.

Rule

50.

All petitions, referred to any committee without

their intended presentation

notice of

having been given

according to law, shall be reported back to the

House with

leave to withdraw.

Rule
tion

51.

shall

Any

Order which shall be proposed for adopt-

be passed over for that day without question,

if

any member of the House shall so request, and give notice
that it is to be debated
and the same shall be considered
and disposed of, on the succeeding day, in the same manner
as it would have been on the day on which it was offered, if
no objection had been made.
;

Rule

52.

All applications for the use of the Representa-

Chamber shall be made to, and decided upon, by the
Committee on Public Buildings subject, however, to the

tives'

;

control

and order of the House.

CHAPTER
Rule
tion,

53.

and

if

V.

Of Bills, Resolves, and Grants.
The first reading of a bill shall be for informaopposition be made to it, the question shall be,

Rules and Orders of the House.
" Shall
if

this bill be rejected?

"
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If no opposition be made, or

the question to reject be negatived, the bill shall go to

its

second reading without a question.

Rule

No

54.

bill

or resolve shall pass to be engrossed

without being read on three several days.

Rule

All

55.

bills

round hand, without

and resolves

shall

be written in a

fair

on not less than one
margins, and spaces between the

interlineations,

sheet of paper, with suitable
several sections or resolves.

Rule

No

56.

or resolve shall be introduced to the

bill

House, unless reported by a Committee, without having

first

been read for information only, and special leave thereupon
granted

;

and,

when

thus introduced, such

shall be committed, before

When

any

tially

bill

or resolve

ordered to a second reading.

memorial or remonno other, substanbe introduced by any committee or mem-

have been

the same, shall

is

order, petition,

bill, resolve,

strance, shall

it

finally rejected,

ber during the same session.

Rule

57.

No

engrossed biU or resolve shall be sent to the

Senate, witliout notice thereof being given

Rule

58.

No

private act or resolve, afiecting the charac-

ter or property of
less

any individual,

such individual be

Rule

59.

by the Speaker.

All

bills

first

shall pass the

House, un-

notified thereof.

and resolves involving an expenditure

of public money, shall, after their

first

reading, be referred in

course to the Committee on Finance, for report on their relation to the Finances of the

Rule
shall

60.

All

bills

Commonwealth.

and resolves in their third reading,

be committed to the Standing Committee on Bills in

—
Rules and Oi'ders of the House.
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the Third Reading, to be by

them examined,

corrected,

and

so reported to the House.

Rule

All engrossed

61.

and

bills

resolves shall be

mitted to the Standing Committee on Engrossed

examined

strictly

;

and

if

found by them

to

and the

be enacted, without any further read-

shall be passed to

on motion of any member, a majority of the
same as engrossed.

ing, unless,

House

be

be truly and

rightly engrossed, they shall so report to the House,

same

com-

Bills, to

shall be in favor of reading the

Rule

No

62.

engrossed

bill or resolve shall

Rule 63. Bills and resolves
made the order of the day, for

be amended.

in their third reading shall be

the day next succeeding that

on which leave shall have been given to read them a third
and all reports of committees, not by bill or resolve,
whether joint or of this House, shall be made the order of the
day for the day next succeeding that on which they shall
have been read in this House, unless the House shall otherand the Speaker shall order them
wise direct by vote
accordingly and, after entering on the orders of the day
time

;

;

;

they shall be disposed of in course.

Rule

64.

All amendments, proposed by the Senate and

sent back to the

House

for their concurrence, shall be

mitted to the committee

who

to be amended, unless such committee shall be

members

composed of

of both branches.

CHAPTER
Of

Rule

65.

VI.

Committees, their Poicers and Dxities.

The following Standing Committees

Committee on the Judiciary

;

be

shall

appointed at the commencement of the political year,

A

com-

reported the measure proposed

viz.

:

;

;

; ;

:

Rides and Orders of the House.

A Committee on Matters of Probate and Chancery
A Committee on Finance
A Committee on Elections
A Committee on Bills in the Third Reading;
A Committee on Engrossed Bills

183
;

;

;

and each of these Committees shall consist of seven members
Committee on County Estimates
Committee on the Pay Roll
Committee on Leave of Absence
A Committee on Public Buildings
A Committee on Printing
and each of these Committees shall consist of five members.

A
A
A

;

;

Rule
shall

In

66.

all

elections

by

ballot of the

House, a time

be assigned for such election, at least one day previous

thereto.

Rule 67. In all elections
by ballot, the person having
shall act as

Rule

of Committees of the House,

the highest

number

of votes

Chairman.

AU papers,

any business before the
by any member who
may obtain leave of absence, and may have any such papers
House,

68.

shall

be

relative to

left vrith

the Clerk,

in his possession.

Rule

69.

The Chairman

Standing Committees,
them, shall
days

after

Rule

make report

who

of every Committee, except the
shall

have business referred

to

of their doings therein, within four

such reference.

70.

All committees

may

report

by

bill, resolve,

or

House

be

otherwise.

Rule

71.

The Rules

of proceeding in the

shall

observed in a Committee of the whole House, so far as they

Rules and Orders of the House.
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may be
tion,

applicable, except the

Rule limiting the times of

but no member shall speak twice upon any quesuntil every member, choosing to speak, shall have

speaking
spoken.

:

A motion to rise, report progress, and

sit again, shall

be always

first

ask leave to

in order, and shall be decided

without debate.

Rule

72.

The

rules of parliamentary practice comprised

in Cushing's Manual, and the principles of parliamentary law
set forth in Cushing's larger

which they are

work,

shall

govern the House in

and in which they are
not inconsistent with the Standing Rules and Orders of the
House, or the Joint Rules and Orders of the two branches of
all cases to

applicable,

the legislature.

Form of
The

Indorsing Petitions.

Petition of
for

Presented by Mr.

of

Ho. of Rpps.
Referred to the Committee

on

1868.
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MENT

OF THE

COMMON-WEALTH OF MASSACIIl SETTS,
A.ND OrPiCERS

IMMEDIATELY CONNKCTKB THEFKWITH
RESIDENCE.

X© oo

12

— WITH

PLACKS OF

—

department.

^xttiitiht

His Excellency,

NATHANIEL P. BANKS, of AValtham,

GOVERNOR,
Revere House.

His Honor,

ELIPHALET TRASK,

of Springfield,

LIEUT. GOVERNOR,
Bromfield House.

COUNCIL.
District

Newell

I.

81

A. Thompson, of Boston,

Geokge Cogswell,

II.

,

Boylston Street.

of Bradford,

At home.
III.

— \YiLLiAM

J.

Eames, of Maiden,

At home.

IV.

Austin

L,

Rogers, of Worcester,

At home.

V.

Edwin

F. Jenks, of Adams,

United States Hotel.

YI.

Charles

R. Train, of Framingham,
At home.

YII.

Lab AN M. Wheaton,

of Norton,

American House.

VIII.

William H. Wood,
At home.

of Middleborough,

Executive Di^parlment.
Secretary of the Commonwealth^

Oliveu Warxeh,

of Northampton,

United States Hotel.

W.

Charles

Lovett. Ist

CO Chestnut Street.

Cleric,

Albert L. Fernald, %l Clerk,

United States Hotel.

Treasurer and Receiver- General,

Moses Tenney,

of Georgetown,

Jr.,

At home.
Daniel

John

II.

II.

Rogers, Isl Clerk,

Smith,

Brookline.

Newburyport.

2d. Clerk,

Auditor of Accounts.

Charles White,

of Worcester,

Marlboro' Hotel.

Watcrtown.

AViliiam Eveleth, Clerk,

Attornej/- General.

Stephen H. Phillips,

of Salem,

At home.

Mc&sen^er

to the

Governor and Council

— Francis M.

Adams.

fcgishtih

Dejiiuiient.
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Senate, hy Districts.

o

Senate, hy Districts.

191

192

Senate^ hy Districts.

ARRANGEMENT

OF THE

SENATE

.

ALPHABETICALLY

SENATE

CHARLES

W. UPHAM,
PRESIDENT.

Adams, Samuel,

Fourth Middlesex

Allen, Lucius S.,

East Worcester

"

Bagg, Aaron,

West Hampden

"

.

Bailey, Goldsmith
Bliss, Albert,

F

.

Bonney, Arthur P.,
Boyden, James W.,
Branning, John,
Cornell, Joseph

W.,

District.

Nortli-East Worcester

"

West Bristol

"

Sixth Middlesex

Hampshire

Sf

"

Franldin "

South Berkshire

"

South Bristol

"

Crane, Zenas M.,

North Berkshire

"

Davis, William T.,

Middle Plymouth

"

Central Worcester

"

South Plymouth

"

Earle,
Ellis,

John M.,

Matthias,

Esty, Constantine

C

Fabens, William,
Felton, Oliver

C,

Field, Charles,

French, Charles A.,

Third Middlesex

"

First Essex

"

South-West Worcester "

West Wojxester

"

East Norfolk

"

Second Suffolk

"

Franklin

"

Haynes, Gideon,

Second Middlesex

"

Hooper, Samuel,

Third Suffolk
Third Essex

"

Jenkins, Elijah,

North Plymouth

"

Knight, Horatio G.,

Hampshire

"

Frost, Oliver,

Greene,

Ingalls,

.

Hugh W.,

Joseph F.,
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Senate, AlphdbeticalJij.
Merrick, John M.,

West Norfolk

MetcaU; John G.,
Morissey, John,

South-East Worcestej-

"

Island

"

Parker, Francis

Fifth Suffolk

J.,

Plielps, Charles A.,

Porter,

Edward

Prince, John,

F.,

.

Dislrict.

"

Fourth Suffolk

"

First Suffolk

"

Fifth Essex

North Bristol

"

First Middlesex

"

Fourth Essex

"

"

Upham, Charles W.

Cape
North Norfolk
Second Essex

Usher, James M.,

Fifth Middlesex

"

Walker, Geor<Te,

East Hampden

"

Reed, Chester

I.,

Sawyer, Timothy T,
Stone,

Eben

F.,

Swift, Charles F.,

Turner, John M.,

"

"

OFFICERS OF THE SENATE.
STEPIIEX

ARTHUR

N.
B.

GIFFORD, Gerk, Marlboro'

FULLER,

BEXJAMIN STEYEXS,

Hotel.

Chaplain, 31 Sheafe Street.

Sergeant-at-Arms

to both

Branches of the

General Court, 12 Hancock Street.

WILLIAM M. WISE, Door-keeper, 54 Orange Street.
JOHX A. SARGEXT, Assistant Door-keeper, 4 Lenox Street.
GEORGE G. BROWX, Page, 15 Eaton Street.
WILLIAM R. 1\^SE, Page, 54 Orange Street.

-195

House of

llejyresentatives.

House of Representatices:

o

197

198
"s^

House of Representatives.

House of Representatives.
-H

199

200

House of Representatives.

(NCOCOCOl—
I0»000.-"005(MCO
«0'?tl-rt(CO-<*l>.COC5»-(CM0
1>.l^CO
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House of Representatives.

House of Representatives.
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House of Representatives.

OFFICERS
WILLIAM STOWE,

OF

Clerk,

WARREN BURTON,

THE HOUSE,

United States Hotel.

Chaplain, Cambridge.

BENJAMIN STEVENS,

Sergeant-at-Arms to both Branches of the

General Court, 12 Hancock Street.

ALEXIS POOLE,

HENRY OAKS,

Door-keeper, 7 Lucas Street.

Messenger,

Hope House.

GUSTAVUS E. HAYNES, Assistant-Messenger, Dorchester.
WILLIAM SAY WARD, Postmaster, Dorchester.
JOSEPH P. DEXTER, Jr., Page, 380 Tremont Street.
AMASA H. TOLMAN, Assistant-Page, 11 ^Yheeler's Court.

^I

First Division

I

TO R S

.

MORRILL, of Fall River,
And MUDGE, of Petersham,

Messrs.

,

Second Ditjsiox,

ON

.

103
108

ARNOLD, of Northampton,
And WOOD, of Hopkinton,

Messrs.

.

Third

Divisiojf,

.

Messrs.

WALES,

of Randolph,

And POTTER,

HARDY, of Lawrence,
And GUSHING, of Hingham,

Fourth Division,

Messrs.

Fifth Drvisicx,

Messrs.

.

SPRAGUE,

And WOOD, 'of
Sixth Division,

.

of Dartmouth,

Messrs.

of Boston,

.

Nantucket,

.

DEWEY, of

And KNOX,

Gre»t Barringtoc,

of Chester,

85

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE

SENATE.

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES

ON ACCOUNTS.
Of

the Senate

— Messrs. Allen, of
Adams,

Of

the

House

Worcester, and

of Middlesex.

—Messrs. Wetherbee, of

Acton,

Davis, of Ware,

Noble, of Cambridge,
Austin, of Satem, and
Cole, of Cheshire.

ON AGRICULTURE.
Of

the Sc^na^e— Messrs. Greene, of Franklin,

and

Felton, of Worcester.

Of

the

House

— Messrs. Allen, of Oakham,
Woods, of Groton,
Hyde, of New Marlborough,
Keith, of Bridgewater, and
Porter, of Hadley.

ON BANKS AND BANKING.
Of

the Ss?ja^5— Messrs,

Of

ih$

Turner, of Norfolk, and

Hooper, of Suffolk.

House— 'Messrs.

Foster, of

Monson,

Spooner, of Boston,

Walker, of North Brookfield,
Willis, of Roxbury, and
Littlefield, of

Melrose.

Joint Standing Committees.
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ON CLAIMS.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

—Messrs. Ingalls, of Essex, and
Holbrook, of Norfolk.

House— Messrs.

Stevens, of Athol,

Lawrence, of Charlestown,
Bent, of Chelsea,

Babson, of Gloucester, and
Johnson, of Upton.

ON EDUCATION.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

—Messrs. Merrick, of Norfolk, and
Earle, of Worcester.

—Messrs. Prescott, of Salem,

Rouse

Temple, of Framingham,
Taft, of

Dedham,

Fisk, of Bernardston,

and

Atwood, of Chatham.

ON FEDERAL RELATIONS.
Of

the Se?iate

Of

the

—Messrs. Branning, of Berkshire, and
Earle, of Worcester.

House— Messrs. Duncan,

of Haverhill,

Morton, of Taunton,

Browne, of Dorchester,
Corliss, of Lowell, and
Chamberlain, of Chelsea.

ON THE FISHERIES.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

—Messrs. Swift, of Barnstable, and
Prince, of Essex.

House

— Messrs. Atwood,

of Provincetown,

Kelley, of

New

Bedford,

Pearce, of Gloucester,

Boston, and
Hanson, of Marblehead.

E-ich, of

Joint Standing Committees.
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ON THE LIBRARY.
Of

the Senate

— Me&svs.

Phelps, of Suffolk,
Swift, of Barnstable,

and

Davis, of Plymouth.

Of

the

—Messrs. Morton, of Taunton,

House

Hale, of Boston, and
Saunders, of Cambridge.

ON MANUFACTURES.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

— Messrs. Knight, of Hampshire, and
Crane, of Berkshire.

House— 'SleiSTS. Kinney,

of Warehara,

Stevens, of Lowell,

Crane, of Millbury,

Smith, of Becket, and

Tweed, of Taunton.

ON MERCANTILE AFFAIRS AND INSURANCE.
Of

the Senate

—Messrs.

Ellis, of

Plymouth, and

Fabens, of Essex.

Of

the

House

— Messrs.

Chase, of Lynn,

Williams, of Boston,

Beuchley, of Worcester,
Guild, of Roxbury, and
Allen, of Tisbury.

ON THE MILITIA.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

Hous;

— Messrs. Haynes,

of Middlesex, and
Boyden, of Hampshire and Franklin.

— Messrs.

Cushing, of Newburyport,

Hawks,

of Deerfield,

Hatch, of Boston,
Converse, of

Wood,
14

Woburn, and

of Hopkinton.
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Joint Standing Committees.

ON PARISHES AND RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

— Messrs. Bagg, of Hampden, and
Parker, of Suffolk.

House

—Messrs. Brooks, of Concord,
Couch, of North Bridgewater,

Dodge, of Chatham,
Tucker, of Lexington, and

Cook, of NVesthampton.

ON PRISONS.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

—Messrs. Usher, of Middlesex, and
Metcalf, of Worcester.

House

—Messrs. Fry, of Bolton,
Potter, of Dartmouth,

Clement, of Buckland,
Riley, of Boston,

and

Keyes, of Somerville.

ON PUBLIC CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

— Messrs. Morissey, of Nantucket, and
Greene, of Franklin,

House

— Messrs. Wise, of Lowell,
Andrews, of Salem,
Deblois, of Boston,

Mudge, of Petersham, and
Kenney, of Chicopee.

ON PUBLIC LANDS.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

—Messrs. Porter, of Suffolk, and
Allen, of Worcester.

House

—Messrs. Willard, of Charlestown,
Fay, of Palmer,
Marble, of Charlton,

Eaton, of South Reading, and

Mayo, of Orleans.

Joint Standing Committees.
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ON RAILWAYS AND CANALS.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

— Messrs. Esty, of Middlesex, and
Jenkins, of Plymouth.

House— 'SlessTS. Woods,

of Enfield,

Ellison, of

Duxbury,

Makepeace, of Boston,
Wells, of Montague, and

Shove, of Dighton.

ON ROADS AND BRIDGES.

Of

the Senate

— Messrs.

Sawyer, of Middlesex, and
Ingalls, of Essex.

Of

the

Zfo«5e— Messrs. Churchill, of Milton,
Bates, of Worthington,
Blair, of

Warren,

Baxter, of Barnstable, and

Davis, of Ashby.

ON THE STATE HOUSE,
(Under the proTisions of Act of 1857, Chap.

Of

the Senate

Of

the

65.)

— Messrs. Frost, of Suffolk, and
Prince, of Essex.

House

— Messrs. Hoadley,

of Lawrence,
Watson, of New Bedford,

Dodge, of Wenham,
Proctor, of

West Cambridge, and

Sands, of Boston.

ON TOWNS.

Of

the Senate

— Messrs. Branning, of Berkshire, and

Of

the

House

— Messrs. Harris, of East Bridgewater,

Cornell, of Bristol.

Curtis, of Quincy,

Crane, of Norton,

Thayer, of Worcester, and
Chapin, of Springfield.

JOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEES,
UPON THE SEVERAL PORTIONS OF THE COVEllNOK'S ADDllESS

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.
Of

the

Senate— Isle&^xs,. Hooper, of Suffolk,
Bliss, of Bristol,

and

Knight, of Hampshire.

Of

the

House— 'Messrs. Hale,

of Boston,

Allen, of

New

Bedford,

Mitchell, of Nantucket,

Walker, of lloxbury,

Denny, of

Leicester,

Chase of Salem, and
Bushnell of Tcmpleton.

REDUCTION OF PU15LIC OFFICES.
Of

the

Senate— Messrs. Bailey, of Worcester,
Jenkins, of Plymouth, and

Of

the

7/oMse— Messrs. Morton, of Andover,

Frost, of Suffolk.

Morrill, of Pall lliver,

Parmenter, of Boston.
Collingwood, of Plymouth,

Freeman, of Carver,
Ilichardson, of Dracut,

and

Campbell, of Conway.

REVISION OF THE STATUTES.
Of

the

Senate— Messrs. Stone, of Essex, and
Bonney, of Middlesex.

Of

the

i/ousc— Messrs. Prescott, of Salem,

Browne, of Dorchester,
Nichols, of Freetown,

Marvin, of South wick, and
French, of Watcrtown,

Joint Special Committees.
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CONSOLIDATION OF THE COURTS OF PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY.

Of

the

Senate— ^lessxs. Stone, of Essex,
Field, of Worcester, and
Boyden, of Hampshire and Franklin.

0/

the

House

— Messrs. Andrew, of

Boston,

Norcross, of Fitchburg,

Johnson, of Abington,

Brimblecom, of Barre,
Endicott, of Canton,

Moore, of Waltham, and

Scammell, of Milford.

ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE PUBLIC OFFICERS
AND TENURE OF OFFICE.

Of

the

Senate— 'Messrs.

Field, of Worcester,

Walker, of Hampden, and

Adams,

Of

the

House

of Middlesex.

—Messrs. Harris, of

East Bridgewater,

Faulkner, of Clinton,
Gushing, of Hingham,

Young, of Boston,
Fielding, of Lowell,

Richardson, of Franklin, and
Pierce, of Holyoke.

QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS.

Of

the

Senate— 'Messrs. Usher, of Middlesex,
Earle, of Worcester,

and

Turner, of Norfolk.

Of

the

House

— Messrs. Foster, of Monson,
Brooks, of Concord,

Tay, of Lowell,
Bicknell, of
Kniffin, of

Weymouth,
West Stockbridge,

Eldridge, of Fairhaven, and

Chase, of Salem.
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Joint Special Committees.

UNDER THE ORDER RELATIVE TO THE PAY OF
OFFICERS, AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE,
BY FIXED SALARIES.
Of

—Messrs. Phelps, of Suffolk,

the Senate

Morissey, of Nantucket, and

Sawyer, of Middlesex.

Of

the

House

—Messrs. Mitchell, of Nantucket,
Walker, of North Brookfield,
Gordon, of Boston,
Wells, of Greenfield,
Studley, of Dennis,

Kimball, of Haverhill, and
Higgins, of Boston.

ON THE REMOVAL OF THE COUNTY BUILDINGS OF
DUKES COUNTY.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

—Messrs. Bliss, of Bristol, and
Porter, of Suffolk.

House

—Messrs. Pitman, of New Bedford,
Wood,

of Nantucket,

Hildreth, of Northborough,

Knox,

of Chester,

Shumway,

and

of Groton.

ON ABOLISHING THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.
Of

the Senate

Of

the

—Messrs. Phelps, of Suffolk, and
Prince, of Essex.

House

— Messrs. Rantoul, of Beverly,
Denny,
Dewey,

of Leicester,
of Great Barrington,

Sheldon, of Webster, and

Kingsbury, of Needham.

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE.

ON
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Standing Committees of

the House.

Standing Committees of the House.

ON
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—

ASSIGNMENT OF COMMITTEE ROOMS.

EAST WING.
RIGHT ON ENTERING FROM BEACON STREET.
CLerh of the

No.

1.

2.

Senate— ['Renx of the Senate Chamber.]

— Committee on

Matters of Probate and Chancery^ and Coinmittee
on Prisons— [ho-vfOT Floor of the Enlargement.]

Document and Stationery i?oom— [Second Story of the Enlargement communication by stairway leading to the Repre-

—

sentatives' Chamber.]

^.— Committee on Railways and Ca?(o/5— [Second Story
inal Building
4.

— Clothing Room for Members of the House—[Second
Original Building

5.

of the Orig-

— communication the same as to No. 2.]
— communication

Story of the

the same as to No. 2.]

—

Room for use of Members of the General Court [Second
Story of the Original Building communication the same as

Public

—

to No. 2.]
6.

— Committee on

Towns

—[Fourth

Story of the Enlargement

munication by the stairway leading
Galleries of the Senate and House.]
7.

to the

— com-

Cupola and to the

— Committee

on Claims, Com7nittee on County Estimates, and
Committee on the Fisheries— [Yo-arth. Story of the Enlargement communication the same as to No. 6.]

—

—

Committee on Public Buildings In the Sergeant-at-Arms'
[Lower Floor of the Original Building.]

Office

—

Comtnittee on the Library, and Committee on Education

Library

Room— [Second

—In the

Story of the Enlargement.]

Committee on Federal Relations

—[Basement of Original Building.

]

Committee on Banks and Banking, and Comtnittee on Mercantile
Affairs and Insurance In the Senate Large Lobby [Leading

—

—

from the Senate.]
Committee on Agriculture

Board

— [Basement

urer's Office.]

—In the Office of the

Secretary of the

of the Enlargement, beneath the Treas-

—

——
Assignment of Committee Rooms.
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WEST WING.
LEFT ON ENTERING FROM BEACON STREET.

No.

—

Speaker of the House of Representatives [Second Story of tho
Original Building communication by stairway leading to

8.

—

Council Chamber, and by stairway leading to Representatives'

Chamber.]

— Clerk

9.

of

the

—

House of Representatives [Second Story of the
communication the same as to No. 8.]

Original Building

—

— Committee on the Judiciary^ (House,) — [Second Story of the Original Building —communication the same as to Nos. 8 and
—(At present occupied by the Commissioners on the Revision of the

10.

9.]

11.

Statutes.)

Bank Commissioners— [Second

12.

Story of the Original Building

communication the same as

—Not

13.

to Nos. 8, 9, 10

and

11.]

—

communiby stairway leading to the Representatives' Chamber
and to the " Green Room."]
assigned.

[Fourth Story of the Enlargement

cation

14.

15.

—

— Committee

on Accounts [Fourth Story of the Enlargement
communication the same as to No. 13.]

— Committee on Roarls and Bridges — [Room in the Original Building over the " Green Room — communication the same as to
'•

No. 14.]

— Co)7imittee

16.

on Manufactures

over the " Green

— [Room in the Original Building
" —communication the same as to

Room

Nos. 14 and 15.]
17.

— Coynmittee on Finance —[In Lobby between House of Representatives

18.

and Council Chamber.]

— Committee on

Parishes

and

Religious Societies,

and Committee

on Printing.
Committee on Leave of Absence, and Committee on
[In Sergeant-at- Arms' Office.]

the

Pay

Roll

—

REPORTERS.
SENATE.
South.

North.

E.

W.

Foster, Courier,

M. HoBBS, Bee,

S.

.

2

Zenas T. Haines, Journal,

....

3

Justin Andrews, Herald,

4

R.

.

Thomas Bradley, Ledger,

.

Montgomery

HOUSE.
Left of Speaker.

John

F. C.

Hyde,

Traveller,

1

C. A. Chase, Advertiser,
S.

W. Mason,

.

.

Traveller.

Henry H. Pangborn,

Bee,

Charles P. Bosson, Herald

Ebenezer Nelson, Transcript,

.

.

.

.

Field. Post,

.

NOTICE TO THE MEMBERS OF THE GENEPiAL COURT.

STATE LIBRARY.
The niuth

section of the eleventh chapter of the Revised Statutes pro-

vides that there shall be a State Library kept in the State House, for the

use of the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, the Council, the Senate, the

House of Representatives, and such other
other persons as

The Library

is

may from

officers

of the government

and

time to time be permitted to use the same.

in the second story of the Enlargement.

AGRICULTURAL LIBRARY.
A

valuable Agricultural Library, connected with

retary of the Board of Agriculture,

is

also

open at

the use of the members of the legislature.

It

is

tlie office

all

of the Sec-

hours of the day for

in the

basement of the

State House, in the rear.

BOSTON ATHENJEUM.
By

the Act of the General Court incorporating the proprietors of the

Boston Athcnajum,
the

members

it is

provided that the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor,

of the Council, of the Senate,

tatives, for the

and of the House

of Represen-

time being, shall have free access to the Library, Museum,

and Repository of the Fine Arts of the
and consult the same

at all times,

said corporation,

and may

visit

under the same regulations as may be

provided by the by-laws of said corporation, for the proprietors thereof.

The Boston Athenaeum
House, and members who

is

situated in Beacon Street, near the State

may

wish to avail themselves of their privilege,

can receive a note of introduction
Sergeant-at-Arm 3

to the Librarian,

by applying

to the
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Mail Arrangements.

POST OFFICE.... BOSTON
\FI3rTEK MAII. AKlSAafOEMEafTS.

Mail Arrangements.
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Mail Arrangements.
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CLOSE.

Randolph, (East),
Keading and South
Reading, North
llock Bottom,
Rockport,

.

llockville,

.

.

Roxbury,

.

.

.

Salem,
Salisbury (East),
Sandwich,
Saugus,
.

.

.

.

,

.

.

Saundersville,

Sharon

(East).

Saxonville,
Scotland,
SheldouYille,
.

.

,

Sherburne,
Shirley

and

A'^illage

Southboro',
Springfield,

Stoneham,
Stoughton,

Stoughton (East)
Stow,
Sutton and West
.

.

Sutton's Mills

Swampscott,
Taunton,
Tewksbury,
.

Topsfield,

.

Upton,
Uxbridge and North
Walpole, East and
.

South,

.

.

Waltham,
Water town,
Ware,
Wareham,
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

....

AVayland,
Westboro',

West

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Brookfield,

Westminster,
Weston,
.

.

Weymouth,
Weymouth (South)
Winthrop,

Woburn,
Worcester,

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

