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ADDRESS
Members of the General Court:

In preparation of this address I have carefully
reviewed the work of the last session of the General
Court, conferred with the heads of departments,
and have given earnest consideration to the urgent
needs of the people of the Commonwealth. Some
measures, which I personally believed would improve our condition, failed of passage at the last
session. In renewing a request that the recommendations made last year be adopted, I invite
your sympathetic study of other suggestions designed to contribute to the general welfare.
Biennial Sessions

It is my firm conviction that there are no evils
crying out for legislative solution which could not
have awaited another year, in view of the tremendous expenditure of effort and money which are
involved in a session of the General Court. May I
therefore repeat what was said on January 4, 1923:
The Legislature of Massachusetts is in session longer than
that of any other State in the Union. Most States have
only biennial legislative sessions, and the length of those
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sessions is definitely limited by their Constitutions. I
would not depart from the unique Massachusetts system
of free right of petition, of the requirement that every
petition shall be considered by committee with opportunity
for public hearing, and the additional requirement that
such committee must report on all matters, with the right
of free debate upon them in the general body. With the
present rules of procedure in the General Court, which
in their protection of the rights of a minority are admirable,
it has seemed impossible to shorten materially the legislative
session. There are few matters presented in one year
which, after fair consideration and rejection, could not,
without public injury, await the deliberation of another General Court. There is already evidence that the people propose to invoke the referendum upon measures of widespread
general interest, which will in any event postpone final ratification of such measures. Special legislative sessions can be
called whenever a grave emergency arises. In the substitution of one legislative session for two, there ought to be an
additional incentive for care in drafting and enacting legislation, and with the realization that the mistakes of one
year could not be remedied the next, there ought to be a
growing tendency to ponder carefully over doubtful experiments. It is fair to assume that a session once in two years
would diminish the tremendous grist of new statutes, which
have multiplied to such an extent that many an attorney-atlaw has difficulty to determine what is prescribed and what
proscribed, to say nothing of the layman who is constructively held to know the law. Therefore I advocate another
logical departure from our custom, and as a further contribution to the stability of our government of laws, and to
assure an additional saving in expense, I recommend that
provision be made for biennial sessions of the General Court.
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Such a change would require an amendment to
the Constitution, which in turn must be ratified by
the people at the polls. I submit that it is in the
interest of good government to give the people the
opportunity of expressing their will upon this
question.
State Finances

At the time of my first inauguration as Governor
in 1921, the net direct state debt was $35,128,000.
Today the net direct state debt is $20,792,000,
which shows a reduction of $14,336,000 in three
years. In the same period the state tax has been
reduced from $14,000,000 to $12,000,000. There is
satisfaction in having had a part in this substantial
lessening of the burdens laid upon our people. The
annual budget, soon to be presented, will make provision for further reduction of the state debt, and it
is my earnest hope that you will agree upon the
fundamental desirability of such a policy. We are
not only establishing the state credit upon a sound
basis so that some great and unexpected emergency
might be met, but also we are making enormous
savings in annual interest charges.
Creditable though this record may be, we, who
have been entrusted with the responsibility for the
conduct of the public business, ought never be satisfied with any achievement short of the highest
attainable. From 1910 to 1923 the population of
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per cent;
but in the same period, 1910 to 1923, the expense of

Massachusetts increased approximately 18

doing the Commonwealth’s business increased 170
per' cent. While part of this increase was due to
higher costs of labor and material, a considerable
portion was due to new state activities and undertakings as well as expansion of established departments. Should state expenses continue to increase
at the same average rate as during the last 13 years
they would reach $100,000,000 a year by 1933. It
is not always pleasant to hold the purse strings for
one’s family and be compelled to deny the requests
of those who are near and dear to us. But we have
to keep in mind the present and future needs of
the whole family and plan for their permanent wellbeing. In state service we are apt to develop particular interest in the work of one department. We
form friendships with the heads of some departments, or with some group of employees. Some of
us are unconsciously made their advocates. We are
inclined to grant, without questioning, their requests for increased compensation or for extended
opportunities of service. Disagreeable though the
task may frequently be, we must always bear in
mind not alone the present but the future well-being
of the whole state family, which includes all the
people of Massachusetts. The requests of each department, and eacli official, and every group of
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employees must be weighed in consideration of the
entire undertaking of the state and the greatest
good for the people of the Commonwealth as a
whole. While Massachusetts should keep abreast
with modern progress and continue a high standard
of institutional care, expenses should be rigidly
regulated and controlled until the state tax is
substantially reduced.
Metropolitan

District Finances

The Commonwealth is not directly liable for the
Metropolitan District debts, yet there is an indirect
liability, and there is direct responsibility for fixing a sound financial policy. The Metropolitan
District Debt has been reduced $5,000,000 in the

past three years. While this represents desirable
progress, I feel strongly t hat a larger proportion of
outlays for Metropolitan improvements should be
paid as they are made, The burden which the
people of the District are carrying may not be excessive in view of the gre at advantages which they
have enjoyed, but there will be a fairly steady de
mand for new boulevards and extensions of service
the payment of which should not be postponed. If

it becomes necessary to enlarge the Metropolitan
Water supply materially, a tremendous expenditure will be required, and the financial condition of
the District must be sufficiently strong to meet
>uch a contingency
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and Budget

The principle of pay-as-you-go has too long been
disregarded in municipal affairs. The debt of our
municipalities has increased from $188,000,000 on
January 1, 1920, to approximately $214,000,000 on
January 1, 1923
the latest date for which comthe increase amountplete figures are available
ing to $26,000,000. For a number of years there
has been a debt limit for municipalities. Special
permission has been sought to exceed this limit and
in many cases granted with a degree of liberality
that might well be questioned. Due to these special
exemptions 26 of our 39 cities have today outstanding indebtedness in excess of the limit fixed by
general law. A too general feeling has prevailed
that because a municipality has asked for a special
borrowing statute, it must need it, without asking,
before granting the request, a larger expression of
approval from the people themselves. It is found,
however, that in many of our smaller towns the
total amount which may be borrowed is less than
the amount required to construct a single schoolhouse. The building program of our municipalities
was almost entirely stopped during the war and the
continued high costs have caused a postponement of
needed construction. In view of the extraordinary
existing conditions I invite your earnest considcra-
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tion of whether there should be a changed debt limit.
In any event I firmly believe that frequent exemptions from General Laws are wrong in principle.
We in Massachusetts demand a great deal of service at public expense. Luxuries of yesterday seem
to be necessities today, but there is no justification
in placing on posterity a debt burden which we ought
to bear ourselves. Annually recurring costs of every
nature should be a part of the annual budget and
raised by taxation. No debt should be incurred for
that kind of improvement for which there is a steady
demand. If during the present session, in passing
on requests for special privileges to borrow outside the present debt limit, a policy be followed of
requiring that a portion of the proposed improvement be financed directly from revenue, a service
of real benefit will be rendered to our municipalities.
Inasmuch as our municip; dities are spending about
$180,000,000 a year purely for their local needs, it
is clearly seen that the gre: atest tax burden in Massachusetts is local. Last y ear I recommended that
the right of referendum in case of loans and special
expenditures be generally e extended so that the citizens themselves might ha ve the power to aid in
keeping down municipal debt and taxes. Citizens
cannot vote intelligently unless they have some
means of knowing what their municipal income is
and what they have to spend. Many communities
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have already adopted the budget system and certain communities have finance committees. But
finance committees do not always establish budgets,
and many communities are absolutely in the dark
as to how their money is being expended and whether
they are living extravagantly or not. After the refreshing experience of the Commonwealth under the
budget system, I recommend that all cities and
towns be obliged to have a budget so that the people
may know the purposes for which their money is
being spent.
ATI on

!

Educ

It is encouraging to note the continued deep and
widespread interest in the fundamental enterprise of
education. This interest is especially made apparent
by generous appropriations for the public schools,
by the rapidly increasing enrollment of pupils, and
by the vigorous advancement of school building
programs. The professional standing of the teaching
force of the Commonwealth is high. It has been,
and it must continue to be, a part of wise public
policy to insure the highest possible standards of
teaching for all children. Whatever else be added,
it is clear that the excellence of a school, or a school
system, is determined chiefly by the quality of its
teaching force.

The year 1839 marked the establishment in Massachusetts of the first institution to be maintained at
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public expense for the training of teachers. The
record of educational legislation in this Commonwealth gives testimony to the care our people have
given to the development of teaching as a profession
and to their solicitude for the welfare of teachers.
There has been a constant increase, therefore, in
the proportion of trained teachers. In 1923, out of a
total of 21,900 public school teachers, 16,669 were
graduates of normal schools and colleges; 3,744
others had received at least one year of education
beyond high school.
An analysis of the distribution of untrained teachers
among the schools reveals a condition that may well
command attention. In cities and towns of over
5,000 population, the per cent of untrained teachers
is 4.8. In towns under 5,000 population, the per cent
of untrained teachers is 20.3.
Not only does it appear that the small towns suffer
the disadvantage of having more than their share of
untrained teachers, but they are suffering another,
and perhaps more serious, handicap in a frequent
change of teachers. The annual per cent of change
in the cities and larger towns is approximately 13
per cent, while in the smaller towns it is approximately 48 per cent. This extreme frequency of
change must be regarded as a serious disadvantage
to children attending school in the small towns and
villages.
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After many years of progress, it appears that the
Commonwealth is in sight of the goal of having a
trained teacher in every school, rural as well as city.
I urge your study for a solution of the problem facing
those communities that need for their children the
advantages of greater permanence in a teaching
force.
Agriculturi

Phe foundation of our State as well as our Na
tional prosperity depends upon the farmer. It is a
proper function of the State to assist the business of
farming in every possible way. It is also a good
investment. A prosperous agriculture means not
only cheaper and more abundant food, but also a
greater buying power in the country to purchase
our manufactured products.
The past jmar lias witnessed a further improvement
in the lot of Massachusetts farmers. Their co-operative efforts in buying and selling farm commodities
which had slow beginnings have now reached larger
proportions.
Co-operative packing houses, milk
plants, and the like, are not infrequently found in the
Commonwealth. At the last session of the General
Court legislation was adopted to encourage the organization of such undertakings. The development
of these co-operative enterprises has encouraged
farmers to adopt standard grades and packages for
their products. This practice has invariably been
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rewarded by increased returns and widened distribution. Massachusetts apples, for example, graded
and packed according to our apple grading law,
now find ready sales throughout eastern and central
consuming centers as well as in English markets.
Standard graded products reduce costs as they pass
through the channels of trade. Expensive transportation charges on undesirable goods that have to
be sorted and resorted by expensive labor in costly
rented city business buildings are decreased. Potatoes, apples, and vegetables classified by grades, can
be placed immediately where they are most desired.
In order to extend still further the opportunity to
reap the advantages of doing business on standard
grades in standard packages, I recommend that the
Department of Agriculture be given the necessary
facilities to expedite its investigations of what further
grades and packages will be best in commercial use.
The cost of food in Massachusetts is such an im
portant factor in its industrial prosperity that the
whole question is worthy of special study. I recommend, therefore, that the Governor be authorized

to appoint a special unpaid commission which shall
study the nature of the present food supply, the
sources from which it is derived, the method and cost
of transportation and distribution, the factors affecting wholesale and retail prices and the amount of
spread between them, the percentages of the food
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supply of the Commonwe alth which are produced
in Massachusetts and New England, the possibilities
and proper methods of inc I ’easing these percentages,.
and any related matters. The commission should
report to the next General Court with recommendations for legislation, if any.

Defective Delinquents
The new Division for Defective Delinquents
established at the Bridgewater State Farm has now
been in operation for more than a year, and is
successfully caring for more than 106 males over
seventeen years of age who have been committed as
defective delinquents because they are of inferior
mentality and have a criminal record, or have such
vicious and lawless habits as to make them unsuitable for care in the schools for the feeble-minded.

The majority have been committed directly from
the community by the courts. They are of the
reckless, habitual criminal class, and although irresponsible can only be controlled under the safeguards and firm discipline of a close institution.
Thirty-seven with a history of violence, incor-.
rigibility and repeated escapes were committed
directly from the schools for the feeble-minded.
Their influence upon the highly suggestible feebleminded patients was demoralizing. Their removal
from the schools immediately ended the turbulence
and defiance for which they were responsible.
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The schools for the feeble-minded have not been
relieved of a small but very troublesome group of
defective delinquent boys under the age of seventeen,
who are technically feeble-minded but who are
shrewd enough to plan and carry out repeated acts
of violence to persons, destruction of property and
continual defiance and incorrigibility. These boys
have a bad influence on the other patients and are
entirely unsuitable for the schools for the feebleminded. There is also a great need of provision for
the male defective delinquents under the age of
seventeen who frequently are brought before the
juvenile courts for similar offenses.
The female defective delinquents have not yet
been provided for in any way as intended by the law
of 1911. They are entirely out of place in the schools
for feeble-minded with the ordinary placid defective.
They are often violent and destructive and need a
kind of housing and firm discipline which cannot be
given in a school for the feeble-minded. Some are
criminals and prostitutes , differing in no way from
those committed to penal institutions. Many women
of this type are seen in t -he courts; they are not fit
for the community; they do not belong in prison and
they do not belong in the feeble-minded schools.
They are

promiscuous

sexually

and

their

many

children usually are public charges from birth. Longcontinued custody in a special department or institu-
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tion for defective delinquents should be provided for
this class.
I urge that institutional provisions be made for the
care of the female defective delinquents, and the male
defective delinquents under the age of seventeen.
The Norfolk State Hospital

The Norfolk State Hospital, now under lease to
the United States Veterans Bureau, will be returned
to the Commonwealth June 30, 1924. The Department of Mental Diseases cannot use the Norfolk
State Hospital to meet any need of the classes under
its control. In order that this institutional plant may
not remain idle, I recommend that authority be
given the Governor, with the approval of the Council,
by sale or transfer, to make such disposition or use
of this property as may be determined desirable.
Child Tuberculosis Program

In the last annual message attention was called to
the extremely gratifying progress of the past few
years in controlling tuberculosis. I strongly recommend that sufficient resources be made available to
the Department of Health so that it may inaugurate
a ten-year program designed to reach all children
of the earlier school grades in the Commonwealth,
and determine those who are in need of special
hygienic supervision and those who already show
such a degree of tuberculosis involvement that they
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need special institutional care. With such data at
hand it will be relatively easy to enlist the co-operation of the communities and local governments in
providing suitable care for every child who needs it.
The vast majority of cases of tuberculosis infection,
which later come to be recognized as serious cases of
consumption in adults, occurs relatively early in
childhood. During the childhood period the disease
is of quite a different type than found in the adult,
requiring special training for its recognition, and
once recognized in the childhood form of tuberculosis, it is amenable to hygienic and medical care
to a far greater degree than is the adult type of the
disease. Furthermore, but a relatively small proportion of children need the sanatorium or hospital
residence so essential in cases of adult tuberculosis.
This program may be safely inaugurated regardless
of what final policy be adopted for the financing and
control of tuberculosis institutions. Such a program

promises to go far in solving the tuberculosis
problem right at the beginning, and makes it
possible to restore children to normal health by
relatively simple supervisory measures which can be
carried out with the co-operation of the family
physician, the school nurse and physician, and the
parents, without taking the child from the home.
Its adoption is urged as a matter of public health
and as a matter of sound public economy.
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Dan.

Highways

In 1922 there was a total registration of 461,513
automobiles, commercial vehicles and motor cycles.
The record for 1923 shows an increase of more than
100,000 registrations. There is no way of accurately
estimating the large increase in visiting motor
vehicles. Although the resulting increase in receipts

from fees for licenses and registrations has enabled
the Division of Public Works to make a substantial
increase in its highway program for 1923 as compared
with 1922, nevertheless it has not kept pace with the
growing use of the highways.
The rapid growth of commercial vehicles deserves
serious consideration,

as

this traffic calls for the

construction of the heaviest and most expensive type
of roads and bridges. Experience with the old waterbound macadam roads of the State last spring demonstrated their inability to carry truck traffic while
the frost was coming out, and made it necessary to
impose drastic limitations on the weight of loads to
prevent the complete destruction of many miles of
these roads. There are at present over 600 miles of
such roads that should be rebuilt to save excessive
maintenance costs and meet the requirements of our
growing traffic. A substantial increase of funds is
necessary to do this within a reasonable period of
time and maintain an adequate policy of new construction.
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The Legislature at its last session undertook to
meet this situation by the passage of an act imposing
a tax of 2 cents per gallon upon gasoline sold in the
State for the use of motor vehicles, 50 per cent to be
expended upon highways by the State, and 50 per
cent by the cities and towns in proportion to their
payment of the State tax. But by invoking the
referendum the acceptance of this act will be brought
before the voters at the next annual election, and the
receipt of any revenue from this source is precluded
before the year 1925.
The necessities of the situation are too pressing to
admit of such delay, and therefore I suggest as a
partial measure of relief that the Division of Highways be given the authority now possessed by the
Registrar of Motor Vehicles, under section 2 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, to determine the horse
power and carrying capacity of motor vehicles, as
these are the basis of the present fees and should be
fixed by the Commissioners who are intimately acquainted with the relation of these factors to the
use of the highways by motor vehicles. It is generally admitted by motor vehicle authorities that if
our present method of determining horse power and
carrying capacity were revised to meet changes in
construction, it would produce a substantial increase
in revenue.
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Fire Prevention.

The fire losses in the Commonwealth continue to
increase. Attention is invited to these comparative
figures

:

1918.
Number of fires
Fireloss
Population of Massachusetts

....

Tax value of property in Massachusetts

.

1922.

Fer Cent
increase.

6,814

8,119

19

11,988,685

14,745,779

23

3,693,310

3,862,356

4

$5,436,204,684

$6,269,446,943

15

It is thus seen that the number of fires and the
amount of fire loss are increasing more rapidly than
the State population or the taxable property in the
State. During 1922, for every 119 families of four
persons each there was one fire. For every $14,000
invested in new buildings there was a $l,OOO loss by
fire. The fire loss in 1922 would be equivalent to
wiping out all the taxable property including lands
and buildings of the towns of Wellfleet, Warren
and Stoneham, or wiping out all the taxable
property of the city of Newburyport. The reports
to the Department of Public Safety show that 95
per cent of all fires could have been
avoided, most
of them being due to carelessness. In addition to
property loss there is an annual record of injury to
persons and loss of life through fires.
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It must be possible to check the annual destruction of wealth created by the labor of our people.
I recommend that the Governor be given authority
to appoint an unpaid commission to study the
question of fire losses, and if possible to recommend
measures which may reduce this annual waste, and
which may as a consequence bring a reduction in
fire insurance rates.

I also recommend an immediate change of policy
which will permit the local organization of reciprocal
insurance associations, under proper safeguards, and
to admit for the transaction of business within this
Commonwealth such reciprocal insurance associations from other States as can comply with proper
Massachusetts standards. I make this recommendation because of the successful experience of other
States with this form of insurance carrier, and because of the incentive under this method to eliminate needless loss and to reduce the cost of insurance
to the minimum.

Foeest Fiees.

During the year 1923 there were 2,419 forest fires
that burned over 49,390 acres, destroyed 46 buildings, and caused a total damage of $154,612. I
call your attention to the need of protecting further
one of our greatest natural resources from annual
fire loss.
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Relief for Widows of World War veterans.
At present, under chapter 115 of the General
Laws, the widow of a World War soldier is not
eligible to receive State aid unless she can prove
that her husband died of disease contracted in the
service, which is frequently difficult to do. This
requirement does not now apply in the cases of
widows of Civil and Spanish War veterans.
Removal of such a condition of eligibility to receive
State aid would relieve in some degree the financial
burden that has to be met by cities and towns in
the payment of Soldiers’ Relief for the care of
widows and minor children of World War veterans,
and in fairness to the veterans of the World War,
remedial legislation should be enacted.
Convention

of the

Grand Army

of the

Republic.

The Grand Army of the Republic will hold its

59th annual encampment at Boston next August.
At the time of the last such encampment here the
state appropriated $25,000 to help defray its
expenses. It is unlikely that the survivors of the
Civil War residing in all parts of the country will
be able to visit us again, and I am sure it is in the
hearts of all our people to do everything possible to
make them welcome and to contribute to their

SENATE
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comfort and entertainment. I therefore recommend an appropriation of $25,000 to be used for
such purpose.
150th

Anniversary of

the

Revolution.

Our country is approaching the 150th anniversary
of the American Revolution, and action has already
been taken by some states and communities to
commemorate the birth of our great Republic.
Massachusetts will undoubtedly celebrate the very
important events that took place within her borders.
That it may be done most effectively I suggest the
creation of a commission which may report a comprehensive plan, giving full scope to local initiative
and energy, supplying guidance and co-ordination
of effort, and including State participation in the
commemoration of the most important events.
Portraits

and

Relics.

The Commonwealth is fortunate in the possession
of many fine portraits and priceless relics. Some of
these are in the Executive Chamber, some in the
Senate reading and reception rooms, while others
are in different places about the building. From
time to time it has become necessary to clean or
treat the portraits and to rearrange the relics. It
is doubtful if any one has authority to act in such
cases, although they have been usually referred to
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the Governor for decision. It is clear that the
responsibility for proper care of these valuable
I
portraits and memorials be definitely fixed.
therefore recommend legislation giving their custody
to a commission composed of the LieutenantGovernor, the Chairman of the Art Commission and
a member of the Executive Council, or some other
group of officials.
Compensation for District Court Judges presiding in Jury Sessions.

Chapter 469 of the Acts of 1923, entitled “An
Act to provide for the more prompt disposition of
criminal cases in the Superior Court,” has been in
effective operation for several months with satisfactory results. No provision, however, is made for
the salaries of the judges called under the act other
than their compensation as district judges sitting in
their own courts. This is manifestly a situation
that will not only affect the judges called, but the
efficiency of the legislation itself unless adequate
compensation be at once provided.
Special Investigations.

The reports of several important commissions will
soon be presented. Notable among them are the
reports of the Commission to recommend a new
site for a state prison, the Commission on Higher
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Education, the Commission on Jury Service, and the
Commission on Criminal Law. Some of our ablest
citizens have joined with your own membership in
studying the subjects referred to them, and I urge
the most serious consideration of the results of their
deliberations. These reports have not been available for use in, preparing this message, and I shall
reserve discussion of the subjects involved for
special messages, if advisable. The Committee on
Water Supply was authorized to sit through the
recess to study the need of increasing the sources of
water supply, and the Governor was given authority
to select an engineer to advise the committee. It
was deemed unwise to select such engineer, as no
sufficient appropriation was made.
War Memorial.

Massachusetts, first of all the states, gave a
gratuity to the men and women of this Commonwealth who served in the World War. For this
purpose more than $20,000,000 has already been
paid. To meet the expense of this undertaking a
special poll tax was levied. From the funds so
collected, after all adjustments are made, it is now
apparent that there will be an excess of $2,000,000.
Last year- I urged that Massachusetts erect a suitable memorial to stand as an expression of the
enduring gratitude of her people to those of her
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own who had made such glorious response to the
call of country in all wars. It is still my opinion
that Massachusetts ought to erect such a memorial.

In any memorial plan it must be recognized that
the desires of the veterans themselves should have
first consideration. I hope that there may be
general agreement as to form and location, and
that a worthy memorial may be started at once.
It seems justifiable that the $2,000,000 excess collected from poll taxes be made available for such
use, since it so nearly corresponds with the spirit of
the purpose for which the special tax was levied.
Otherwise, however many laudable uses of such
excess may be proposed, it is clear that the cities
and towns are entitled to the return of this fund in
the proportion in which their inhabitants paid the
tax.

Conclusion.

Senators and Representatives; —ln this, my last
annual message to the General Court of the Commonwealth, I come to its conclusion with profound
gratitude for the opportunity of service presented
in the years of my administration, and more impressed than ever with the glory of Massachusetts
and what she has given to America from the beginning until this day and hour, and what she may
give in the years that are yet to be. Other States
and Commonwealths have made large contributions
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to the Nation’s progress and have worthily achieved,
but none have excelled Massachusetts. Here at
Plymouth came the pioneers of the Republic, Godfearing men of courage and vision. Within the
borders of Massachusetts the resolve for independence received its mighty impulse. Lexington
and Concord and Bunker Hill have been made
sacred with the blood of Massachusetts men who
fought the first battles of the Revolution. Samuel
Adams and John Hancock, with other Massachusetts patriots, helped to guide the footsteps of the
new Republic along the pathway of sure progress,
when a mistaken course would have meant ruin and
disaster. Our own Webster led in arousing a national sentiment, and later the men of Massachusetts
valiantly and successfully fought for the preservation of the Union. In the days of reconstruction
which followed the Civil War, in the later period of
tremendous commercial and industrial development,
and on through the greatest war of history, Massachusetts has nobly borne her part in the upbuilding
of the Nation, in its councils, and upon its fields of
battle. Our people, always self-reliant, have taken
the raw products of the world and fabricated them
for the uses of advancing civilization, and have asked
no favor or advantage, but only a fair field in which
to labor. Nowhere in the world is the welfare of
workers better conserved than here in Massachu-
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Nowhere are the institutions of liberty more
cherished, and nowhere is equality of opportunity
more secure.
When I contemplate these achievements, I am
filled with admiration and love for the CommonMassachusetts. May
wealth of Commonwealths
the privilege to serve her with integrity and honor
and ability be the precious heritage of the sons and
daughters of Massachusetts until the end of time.
setts.

