
Executive Department, Boston

To the Honorable Senate and House oj Representative

I have the honor to present herewith, in compliance
with chapter 127, section 152, of the General Laws,
a report of the two pardons issued by the Governor,
with the advice of the Council, during the year of
my administration just closed.

Of the number thus released, both were in the
State Prison. Serious illness was the controlling
reason for the release of one.

CHANNING H. COX.

SENATE No. 76
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PARDONS GRANTED IN 1923.
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No. 1. LOUIS FEIN. Convicted of breaking,
entering and larceny, Superior Court, Hampshire
County, and sentenced June 13, 1919, to a term of
from seven to ten years in the State Prison. He
was later transferred to the Massachusetts Reforma-
tory because of his youth. Pardoned, January 18,
on the usual parole conditions and on further con-
dition that upon his recovery he be obliged to re-
port in person at least twice a month to the Chief
of Police or some official designated by him in Fein’s
home community. Sometime ago Fein began to
have difficulty with his knee and was several times
taken to the Massachusetts General Hospital in an
attempt to have the real cause of his trouble deter-
mined. The doctors finally decided that an opera-
tion was necessary, and that it might cause his leg
to be stiff for some time or even for the rest of his
life; and if no operation was performed Fein’s dis-
ease of the knee might terminate fatally. His
mother refused to consent to an operation, and under
all the circumstances it was felt by the Board of
Parole and others that it would be Aviser to pardon
Fein and alloAV his family to have him treated as
they deemed best. Fein had served three and a
half years.

No. 2. JOHN ROBERTS. Comdcted of mur-
der, second degree, Superior Court, Essex County,
and sentenced November 3, 1899, to a term of life
in the State Prison. On April 17, 1918, his sentence
was commuted to twenty-seven years to life, and
he was released on parole the folloAving day. Granted
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a full pardon on February 7, 1923, upon the recom-
mendation of the Board of Parole and several people
of standing in the community who had watched
Roberts’ career since his release, particularly Brig-
adier Joseph Sheppard, Superintendent, Salvation
Army Home and Hospital, Inc., of Detroit, where
Roberts has been employed by the Ford Company
since his release, and who came to Boston to testify
in his behalf. Roberts had shunned his old compan-
ions, had proved himself steady and industrious, and
had saved up considerable to take care of himself.
He is now about sixty-five and desired a full pardon
so he could become a citizen, which he was unable
to do while under parole.




