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To accompany the petition of Clinton Q. Richmond and another
relative to the regulation of common carriers of passengers by motor
vehicles. Street Railways.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Pour

An Act relative to Common Carriers of Passengers
by Motor Vehicles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and fifty-
-8 nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section forty-five and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 4-5. No person shall, in any city or
6 town, operate any motor vehicle upon any public
7 way, for the carriage of passengers for hire, in
8 such a manner as to afford a means of trans-
-9 portation similar to that afforded by a railway
10 company, by indiscriminately receiving and dis-
-11 charging passengers along the route on which
12 the vehicle is operated or may be running, or for
13 transporting passengers for hire as a business
14 between fixed and regular termini, without having
15 first obtained from the department a certificate
16 declaring that public convenience and necessity
17 require such operation. The department is em-
-18 powered, after public hearing, to issue such a
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certificate, or to refuse to issue the same, or to
issue it for the partial exercise only of the privilege
sought. Any such certificate shall specify the
route or routes over which such motor vehicle or
vehicles may operate, and may attach to the
exercise of the rights therein granted such terms
and conditions as the department shall deem that
public convenience and necessity may require.
Any such certificate may be for such duration
as the department may determine, and the de-
partment may after hearing for cause revoke any
such certificate. The department shall adopt
rules prescribing the manner and form in which
applications for such certificates shall be made.
Any person who has obtained such a certificate
shall before operating any such motor vehicle or
vehicles also obtain a license for such operation
from the city council of any city or the selectmen
of any town in which such vehicle is to be oper-
ated, in this and the two following sections called
the licensing authority, but no such license shall
be valid unless the grantee of such license shall
previously have obtained from the department
a certificate of public convenience and necessity
as hereinbefore provided. Any such license
issued in a city shall be subject to the approval
of the mayor and shall not be valid unless such
approval has been indorsed thereon in writing.

person receiving a certificate and a license
under this section and operating thereunder is
hereby declared to be a common carrier and shall,
in respect to the operation of such a vehicle, be
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51 subject to such orders, rules or regulations as
52 shall be adopted by the licensing authority under
53 the following section.

1 Section 2. The provisions of section one of
2 this act shall not affect the validity of any license
3 heretofore granted to any person under the pro-
-4 visions of sections forty-five and forty-six of
5 chapter one hundred and fifty-nine of the General
6 Laws during the period for which such license
7 was granted, provided, however, that no such
8 license shall extend for a period of more than one
9 year from the date of the passage of this act, but

10 after the expiration of the period of such license,
11 the person who has held such license shall there-
-12 upon become subject to the provisions of section
13 one hereof in respect to the operation of the
14 motor vehicle or vehicles referred to in such
15 license.




