
To accompany the petition of Paul H. Provandie, mayor, and an

other for an amendment of the charter of the city of Melrose. Cities

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act amending the charter of the City of Melrose.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section nine of chapter one hundred
2 and sixty-two of the acts of eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-nine is hereby amended by striking out the
4 word “twenty-one” in the second line, and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the word:—eleven, —by strik-
-6 ing out the word “seven” in the fourth line, and
7 inserting in place thereof the word: four, —by
8 striking out the words “one year” in the seventh
9 line, and inserting in place thereof the words:

10 two years, —by striking out the words “except
11 as hereinafter provided in this section”, in the
12 eighth and ninth lines, and by striking out all
13 after the word “election ” in the tenth and eleventh
14 lines, down to and including the word “years”
15 in the twenty-fifth line, so as to read as follows:
16 — Section 9. The board of aldermen shall con-
-17 sist of eleven members, who shall be elected as
18 follows: —Two members from each ward to be
19 elected by and from the qualified voters of that
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20 ward, and four members at large to be elected by
21 and from the qualified voters of the entire city.
22 The aldermen elected by wards shall serve for
23 the term of two years, and the aldermen elected
24 at large shall serve for the term of two years,
25 beginning with the first Monday in January next
26 ensuing after the annual municipal election.
27 A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum
28 for the transaction of business, but a smaller
29 number may adjourn from day to day.

1 Section 2. Section twelve of said chapter
2 one hundred and sixty-two is hereby amended
3 by striking out all after the word “aldermen”,
4 in the fourth line, down to and including the
5 word “ballot” in the ninth line, and inserting
6 in place thereof the following: —-a city treasurer,
7 city collector and a city auditor shall be ap-
-8 pointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation
9 by the board of aldermen, and a city solicitor

10 shall be so appointed, but without confirmation,—
11 so as to read as follows: —The board of alder-
-12 men, as soon as may be after the election of the
13 presiding officer aforesaid, shall elect by ballot a
14 city clerk, who shall also be clerk of the board of
15 aldermen, a city treasurer, city collector and a
16 city auditor shall be appointed by the mayor,
17 subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen,
18 and a city solicitor shall be so appointed, but
19 without confirmation. The city treasurer may,
20 if so provided by ordinance, also be city collector.
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21 The city collector shall have and exercise all the
22 powers of collectors of taxes, and such other
23 powers as the board of aldermen shall by ordi-
-24 nance determine.

1 Section 3. Section thirty-two of said chapter
2 one hundred and sixty-two is hereby amended
3 by striking out the word “nine”, in the third
4 line, and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 five, by inserting after the word “ensuing”, in
6 the sixth line, the words: —, and the mayor, ex
7 officio, who shall be chairman, and striking
8 out the word “chairman” in the fifteenth line,
9 and inserting in place thereof the word: vice-

-10 chairman, —so as to read as follows: — Section
11 32. The management and control of the public
12 schools of said city shall be vested in a school
13 committee, consisting of five persons chosen by
14 the city at large, three to be chosen at each
15 municipal election, and to hold office for the term
16 of three years from the first Monday in January
17 then next ensuing, and the mayor, ex officio, who
18 shall be chairman. The school committee shall
19 serve without pay, and shall exercise the powers
20 and discharge the duties imposed by law upon
21 school committees. At the first municipal elec-
-22 tion under this act there shall be elected three
23 members of the school committee for one year,
24 three for two years, three for three years, and

i

25 thereafter as hereinbefore provided. The school
26 committeee shall at its first meeting in each
27 municipal year, or as soon thereafter as may be,
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28 choose a vice-chairman from among its members
29 by ballot, and the votes of a majority of all the
30 members of the board shall be required in order
31 to elect. The committee shall make rules for its
32 proceedings. A majority of all the members
33 shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
34 business, but a smaller number may adjourn
35 from time to time. No member of the school
36 committee shall hold any other office in order
37 under the city government or act as counsel in
38 any matter before the board of aldermen or any
39 committee thereof.

1 Section 4. Section thirty-six of said chapter
2 one hundred and sixty-two is hereby amended by
3 striking out paragraph nine and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: IX. The ceme-
-5 tcry and park department to be under the charge
6 of a cemetery and park committee, to consist of
7 three persons who shall have control of all matters
8 pertaining to public cemeteries, burial grounds
9 and parks.

1 Section 5. Section forty-eight of said chapter
2 one hundred and sixty-two is hereby amended by
3 striking out the words “one hundred legal”, in
4 in the eighth line, and inserting in place thereof
5 the words: ten per cent of the qualified, so
6 as to read as follows: —Section 48. No vote of
7 the board of aldermen authorizing an issue of
8 bonds or a permanent loan, except for the pur-
-9 pose of refunding or renewing, replacing or paying

10 any portion of the municipal indebtedness, shall
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11 become operative until after the expiration of a

12 period of thirty days from the day of the final
13 passage of said vote by the board of aldermen,
14 and its approval by the mayor. If within said
15 period of thirty days a petition of ten per cent of
16 the qualified voters of the city shall be filed with
17 the city clerk,, asking that the question of the
18 authorization of such issue or loan be submitted
19 to the voters of the city at large, the city clerk
20 shall transmit such petition to the board of
21 aldermen, and said question shall be submitted to
22 the qualified voters of the city voting at large in
23 their respective voting places at the next annual
24 municipal election. A special election for voting-
-25 upon said question may however be called by vote
26 of two thirds of the board of aldermen, with the
27 approval of the mayor. If the act of the mayor
28 and aldermen authorizing such issue or loan be
29 approved by a majority of the legal voters of the
30 city voting upon the question, such act shall at
31 once become operative; but if not so approved,
32 such act shall have no effect. If such petition
33 be not filed within said period of thirty days, the
34 act of the mayor and aldermen authorizing such
35 issue or loan shall become operative upon the
36 expiration of said period. Nothing in this section
37 shall apply to debts incurred for temporary loans
38 made under authority of statute.

1 Section 6. This act shall be submitted to the
2 voters of the city of Melrose at the municipal
3 election in the current year, in the form of the
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4 following question to be printed upon the official
5 ballot: “Shall an act passed by the general
6 court in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
-7 four entitled ‘An Act, amending the charter of the
8 city of Melrose’ be accepted?” If a majority of
9 the voters voting thereon vote in the affirmative in

10 answer to said question, this act shall take effect
11 in said city; otherwise it shall not take effect.






