
To accompany the petition of Willis Munro and others for the crea-
tion of a State Planning Board. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act to create a State Planning Board.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. To secure for the whole state
2 benefits comparable to those already obtained
3 from their planning boards by the metropolitan
4 district and by certain cities, and in particular
5 to secure economy in public expenditure, lower
6 taxes on real estate, and the systematic develop-
-7 ment and wise use of all our land and inland water
8 resources, there is hereby established a state plan-
-9 ning board to consist of the chairman of the com-

-10 mission on administration and finance, the com-
il missioner of agriculture, the commissioner of
12 conservation, the commissioner of public works,
13 and the commissioner of the metropolitan dis-

-14 trict commission, which shall determine, as a
/

15 guide for future legislation, the area and present
16 use of untaxed land within the commonwealth,
17 and within one year after the completion of the
18 soil survey now in progress, shall recommend to
19 the general court a definite policy for the best
20 economic use of all land and of all inland waters,
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21 with a careful estimate of the gross and net cost
22 of an adequate system of state parks, of state
23 forests, and of permanent protection throughout
24 the state of the sources of water supplies essential
25 for present and future needs of all towns and
26 cities.

1 Section 2. To assist the state planning board
2 in its work, the director of the census in 1925 and
3 every twenty years thereafter shall determine the
4 area of woodland in each city and town within
5 the commonwealth in at least as much detail as
6 as was done in the state census for 1905, and shall
7 include in his budget estimates an item to cover
8 the necessary expense.

1 Section 3. The commissioner of corporations
2 and taxation, when requested by the director of
3 the census, shall prescribe forms for the use of
4 local assessors which will facilitate the determina-
-5 tion of the woodland area and of the area, char-
-6 acter of ownership and present use of all untaxed
7 land within the commonwealth.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect ninety
2 days after its passage.
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