
Senate, No. 426, Mr. Shuebruk gives notice that he will move to
substitute this bill for Senate Bill No. 364.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act making Certain Changes in the Laws relative
to Juries.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and thirty-four of the General Laws, as
3 amended by section one of chapter four hundred
4 and thirteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 twenty-three, is hereby further amended by in-
-6 serting after the word “court”, in the second line,
7 the following; —, whether a registered voter or
8 not, and by striking out, in the sixteenth line,
9 the words “sixty-five years of age”, and inserting

10 in place thereof the following: seventy years
11 of age; persons under twenty-five years of age,
12 so as to read as follows: Section 1 . A person
13 qualified to vote for representatives to the general
14 court, whether a registered voter or not, shall be
15 liable to serve as a juror, except that the following
16 persons shall be exempt:
17 The governor; lieutenant governor; members of
18 the council; state secretary; members and officers
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19 of the senate and house of representatives during
20 a session of the general court; judges and justice
21 of a court; county and associate commissioners;
22 clerks of courts and assistant clerks and all regu-
-23 larly appointed officers of the courts of the United
24 States and of the commonwealth; registers of
25 probate and insolvency; registers of deeds; sher-
-26 iffs and their deputies; constables; marshals of
27 the United States and their deputies, and all other
28 officers of the United States; attorneys at law;
29 settled ministers of the gospel; officers of colleges;
30 preceptors and teachers of incorporated acade-
-31 mies; registered practicing physicians and sur-
-32 geons; persons over seventy years of age; persons
33 under twenty-five years of age; members of the
34 volunteer militia; superintendents, officers and
35 assistants employed in or about a state hospital,
36 insane hospital, jail, house of correction, state in-
-37 dustrial school or state prison; keepers of light-
-38 houses; conductors and engine drivers of railroad
39 trains; teachers in public schools; enginemen
40 and members of the fire department of Boston,
41 and of other cities and towns in which such ex-
-42 ernption has been made by vote of the city council
43 or the inhabitants of the town, respectively.

1 Section 2. Said chapter two hundred and
2 thirty-four is hereby further amended by strik-
-3 ing out section four and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:
5 Section 4. The board of election commissioners
6 in cities having such boards, the board of regis-
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7 trars of voters in other cities and the board of
8 selectmen in towns, shall annually before July
9 first prepare a list of such inhabitants of the city

10 or town, qualified as provided in section one, of
11 good moral character, of sound judgment and
12 free from all legal exceptions, not exempt from
13 jury service under section one or two, as they
14 think qualified to serve as jurors. The board
15 shall not place the name of anjr person on said
16 list unless such person is determined to be quali-
-17 fied as aforesaid upon the knowledge of one of
18 its members, or after personal appearance, and,
19 if the board deems it necessary, examination
20 under oath. The board may summon persons
21 to appear before it for examinations as to their
22 qualifications for jury service and may compel
23 their attendance before it and the giving of tes-
-24 timony in the same manner and to the same
25 extent as may magistrates authorized to sum-
-26 mon and compel the attendance of witnesses.
27 Such examinations may be held before a single
28 member of the board and for the aforesaid pur-
-29 pose each member may administer oaths. If the
30 board elects, such examination may be in the
31 form of a questionnaire to be answered under
32 oath. The board may further investigate by
33 inquiries at such person’s place of residence and
34 of business or employment, or by other means,
35 his reputation, character and fitness for such
36 service. The chief of police or the police com-
-37 missioner or the official having charge of the
38 police shall upon request give the board all pos-
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sible assistance in making such investigation.
Upon the request of the board or any member
thereof, any person shall answer all questions and
give such information as he may have relating to
the character or fitness for jury service of any
person concerning whom such request is made,
which information shall be confidential. To the
name of each juror on said list shall be appended
his place of residence and of business or occupa-
tion, the kind of work he is engaged in and the
name and business of his employer, if any.
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Such lists shall include not less than one juror
for every hundred inhabitants nor more than one
for every sixty according to the latest census,
state or national, but in Nantucket and Dukes
counties it may include one for every thirty
inhabitants. In no event shall a person’s name
appear on the jury lists of more than three suc-
cessive years or on more than three jury lists in
any six year period.
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If any question concerning the preparation of

such list arises, as to which the board of election
commissioners, registrars or selectmen are equally
divided, it shall be referred in Boston to the
chief justice of the municipal court of the city
of Boston, or, in case of his absence or disability,
to the senior justice thereof, and in other cities
and in towns to the justice of the district court
within whose jurisdiction such city or town lies,
or in case of his absence or disability to the senior
associate justice thereof, and his decision on the
question shall be final.
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71 Failure by a registrar of voters or election
72 commissioner to comply with the requirements
73 of this section shall be sufficient ground for his
74 removal from office.

1 Section 3. Section seventeen of said chapter
2 two hundred and thirty-four is hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. Said chapter two hundred and
2 thirty-four is hereby further amended by striking
3 out section twenty-three and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 23. The meeting for drawing jurors
6 shall, unless the court otherwise orders when
7 issuing venires for additional jurors under sec-
-8 tion twelve, be not less than twenty days before
9 the day when the jurors are required to attend.

1 Section 5. Section twenty-four of said chap-
-2 ter two hundred and thirty-four is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the first line, the word
4 “four” and inserting in place thereof the word:
o fourteen, and by inserting after the word
6 “attend”, in the second line, the words: unless
7 the court otherwise orders when issuing venires
8 for additional jurors under section twelve, so
9 as to read as follows: — Section 24- The con-

-10 stable shall, fourteen days at least before the
11 time when the jurors arc required to attend unless
12 the court otherwise orders when issuing venires
13 for additional jurors under section twelve, sum-
-14 mon each person who is drawn, by reading to him
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15 the venire with the endorsement thereon of his
16 having been drawn, or by leaving at his place of
17 abode a written notice of his having been drawn
18 and of the time and place of the sitting of the
19 court at which he is required to attend, and shall
20 make a return of the venire with his doings there-
-21 on to the clerk of the court, before the sitting of
22 the court by which it was issued.

Section 6. Section twenty-five of said chapter
two hundred and thirty-four is hereby amended
by striking out the first sentence and inserting in
place thereof the following: —On the day when
jurors are summoned to attend at court for the
trial of civil or criminal cases, except capital
cases, the clerk of the court shall cause the name
of each person so summoned, with his place of
residence and of business or occupation, the kind
of work he is engaged in and the name and busi-
ness of his employer, if any, as they appear on
the original jury list prepared under section four,
to be written on separate ballots, substantially of
uniform size, and shall cause them to be placed
in a box provided therefor, so as to read as fol-
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lows; Section 25. On the day when jurors are
summoned to attend at court for the trial of civil
or criminal cases, except capital cases, the clerk
of the court shall cause the name of each person
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so summoned, with his place of residence and of
business or occupation, the kind of work he is
engaged in and the name and business of his em-
ployer, if any, as they appear on the original jury
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24 list prepared under section four, to be written on
25 separate ballots, substantially of uniform size and
26 shall cause them to be placed in a box provided
27 therefor. When a case is ready for trial the clerk
28 in open court, after shaking the ballots thoroughly,
29 shall draw them out in succession until the
30 names of twelve are drawn who appear and are
31 not excused or set aside. The twelve men so
32 drawn shall be duly sworn and impanelled and
33 shall be the jury to try the issue, and one of
34 them shall be appointed foreman by the court.
35 The ballots containing names of the jurors so
36 sworn shall be kept apart by the clerk until the
37 verdict of such jury has been recorded or such
38 jury has been discharged, when such ballots shall
39 be returned to the box. If a case is ready for
40 trial before the verdict in the preceding case
41 has been recorded or the jury discharged, the
42 court may order a jury for the trial of such
43 issue to be impanelled by the drawing in the
44 manner aforesaid of ballots from those remain-
-45 ing in the box.

1 Section 7. Section thirty-seven of said chap-
-2 ter two hundred and thirty-four is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “voters” in the first
4 line the words: • , a selectman, —soas to read
sas follows: Section 37. Whoever, being a
6 registrar of voters, a selectman or an election
7 commissioner, shall put or cause to be put upon
8 the jury list the name of any person for any
9 reason other than his judgment in good faith of



SENATE No. 42G. [Apr8

10 the qualifications and fitness of such person for
11 such jury service shall be punished by a fine of
12 not more than five hundred dollars or imprison-
-13 ment in the jail or house of correction for not
14 more than one year.

1 Section 8. Section one of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and seventy-seven of the General Laws is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the second
4 line, the words “seven, nor more than thirty”
5 and inserting in place thereof the word:
6 twenty-eight, so as to read as follows: Sec-
-7 tion 1. The clerk of the courts for each county,
8 except Suffolk, shall, not less than twenty-eight
9 days before the commencement of the first sitting

10 of the superior court for criminal business in each
11 year, issue writs of venire facias for twenty-three
12 grand jurors to be returned to that court, who shall
13 serve until the first regular sitting in the year next
14 after they have been impanelled and until another
15 grand jury has been impanelled in their stead. In
16 counties where sittings of the court are established
17 for the transaction of criminal business, they shall
18 be required to attend only at such sittings.

1 Section 9. Section two of said chapter two
2 hundred and seventy-seven is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the second line, the words
4 “seven nor more than fourteen” and inserting in
5 place thereof the words; twenty-eight, —so as
6 to read as follows: Section 2. The clerk of the
7 superior court for criminal business in Suffolk
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8 county shall, not less than twenty-eight days be-
-9 fore each sitting commencing on the first Mondays

10 of January and July, issue writs of venire facias for
11 twenty-three grand jurors to serve in said court,
12 twenty-two of whom shall be drawn and returned
13 from Boston, and one from Chelsea, Revere or
14 Winthrop, who shall serve for each sitting thereof
15 for six months and until another grand jury has
16 been impanelled in their stead.

1 Section 10. Section six of this act shall not
2 take effect until September first, nineteen hundred
3 and twenty-five.








