
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Under the provisions of Article LVI. of the Amendments
to the Constitution, I am returning herewith House Resolve
No. 98, entitled a “Resolve Authorizing the Completion of
the Drawings for a Report on the Birds of the Commonwealth
and the Publication and Distribution of the First Volume of
said report”, with the recommendation that it be amended
as follows

By striking out after the word
words “under its direction”.

“printed” in the fourth line the

By striking out after the word
the words “of the Commissioner
place thereof the words “of the Sei

“direction” in the thirteenth line
of Agriculture” and inserting in
;retary of the Commonwealth.”

The Resolve authorizes the
complete the drawings for the

Department of Agriculture to
report on the birds of Massa-

chusetts and provides for printing them when completed.
There is no reason for directing this printing to be done in
any different manner than the general printing of the Com-
monwealth. The other printing of the Commonwealth is by
general law placed under the direction of the Department of
Administration and Finance, and the amendment suggested
would place the printing under the direction of that Depart-
ment.

The Resolve further provides that the copies of the vol-
umes authorized under the Resolve shall be sold under the
direction of the Commissioner of Agriculture. All of the
other publications of the Commonwealth are sold under the
direction of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, who has
established an efficient staff for that purpose. There is no
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reason for departure from the general state policy with
respect to bird books, and the amendment would place the
responsibility for the sale of such books where it rightly
belongs, in the department of the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth.

CHANNING H. COX.






